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King can travel the world
without a passport

1Even as the regime changes
many traditions remain in
force. The most salient of

which is King Charles' lack of a
passport and a driving license. The
British passport has, historically,
been issued in the name of the
monarch in charge, which in this
case is King Charles himself.

King Charles III owns all
the unmarked mute swans
in the British waters

2As peculiar as it may
sound, the British sover-
eign has the authority

over all the unmarked mute
swans(mute swans are entirely
white with a bill that is orange
with a black base) in the British
waters. This has been going on
since the 12th century!

Two birthdays

3Just like his mother, King
Charles III is likely to cele-
brate two birthdays. One

on November 14, which is his
actual birth date and an ‘official
birthday’. It hasn’t been officially

declared if and when will be his
official Interestingly, Queen
Elizabeth II celebrated her birth-
day on two occasions - on April
21, her actual birth date and an
official public celebration on the
second Tuesday in June.

The right to appoint the
PM and the government

4Under the Royal prerogative,
the monarch formally
appoints a PM, who has the

support of the majority of the MPs
in the House of Commons. Once the
leader of the party wins the general
elections, he/she is then invited to
Buckingham Palace, where the
monarch asks him/her to form a
government. This brief audience is

also referred to as 'kissing hands.'
However, if no single party achieves
majority after an election, the
monarch appoints the individual
most likely to have the support of
the lower House.

The King is to formally
open Parliament every year

5The State Opening of
Parliament is the formal
start of the parliamentary

year. The monarch, wearing the
Imperial State Crown, opens the
Parliament with a speech that out-
lines the executive's planned poli-
cies and priorities in the House of
Lords. King Charles III has already
opened the parliament once on his
mother's behalf in May 2022.

King Charles is now also
the head of state in

Canada, a member of the
Commonwealth nations

T wo days after his mother's death thrust him onto the throne, King Charles III was
officially announced as Britain’s monarch on Saturday, in a pomp-filled ceremony
steeped in ancient tradition and political symbolism — and, for the first time,
broadcast live. Charles, who spent seven decades as heir apparent, automatically

became king when his mother, Queen Elizabeth II, died on Thursday, but the accession cer-
emony was a key constitutional and ceremonial step in introducing the new monarch to
the country, a relic of a time before mass communications. This is the first time the
accession ceremony has been held since 1952, when Queen Elizabeth II took the throne...

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES OF THE MONARCH

King Charles III officially proclaimed
Britain’s monarch in historic ceremony

WHAT ABOUT CURRENCY?
The queen's portrait on British notes and coins is expected to be replaced by a
likeness of the new King Charles III, but it won't be immediate. The Royal Mint,
which is the official maker of British coins, said all coins with her portrait
“remain legal tender and in circulation,” with more information to come later.
With 4.7 billion UK banknotes worth 82 billion pounds ($95 billion) in circulation
and about 29 billion coins, British money bearing the queen's image will likely
be in circulation for years.

Science is like that energy
in the development of
21st century India, which
has the power to acceler-

ate the development of
every region and the development of
every state. Today, when India is
moving towards leading the fourth
industrial revolution, the role of
India's science and people related to
this field is very important. In such
a situation, the responsibility of peo-
ple in administration and policy mak-
ing increases significantly. We have
to work together on various fronts to
make India a global centre of
research and innovation in this
'amrit kaal'. We have to take our
research in the fields of science and
technology to the local level. It is
the need of the hour for all the
states to give emphasis on innova-
tion to find local solutions to local
problems. Innovation can be encour-
aged by laying emphasis on the cre-
ation of more and more scientific
institutions and simplification of
processes by the state governments.
As governments, we have to more and
more cooperate and collaborate with
our scientists, this will create an
atmosphere of a scientific modernity
Narendra Modi, PM, at the
inauguration of the
'Centre-State Science
Conclave'

Taylor Swift reveals her desire to
direct films with ‘human stories
about human emotion’

S inger-Songwriter Taylor Swift recently 
revealed her desire to direct feature
films. During an Interview session at the

Toronto Film Festival, the singer-songwriter
said, "If it were the right thing, it would be
such a privilege and an honour." Further, she
went on saying, "I will always want to tell
human stories about human emotion," before
giving a shout out to fellow women directors
like Nora Ephron, Chloe Zhao and Greta
Gerwig as influences on her fledgling career.
"It's really beautiful that we're in a place
where the idea of a female filmmaker does-
n't make you roll your eyes or think as
sceptical as it once was," Swift said.
During the discussion, the singer-song-
writer talked about her evolution as a
film director by initially writing songs
and then setting words and music to
film with storyboards and a short list.

 The new feature was
first spotted by social
media consultant Matt
Navarra, who posted a
screenshot that showcases
a Reposts tab. The tab will
likely be home to all the
posts that users have
reshared on their accounts
 As per the screenshot,

the Repost tab will appear
on users' profiles along-
side the posts, reels and
tagged photos tabs
 Instagram users who
want to repost posts occa-
sionally can do so using
third-party apps because
there isn't a direct way to
do so right now

Leading digital comic sto-
rytelling platform Pratilipi
Comics has acquired
rights of the highly-

acclaimed graphic novel 'Atharva:
The Origin', featuring ace crick-
eter MS Dhoni as the titular char-
acter. The graphic novel, written
by author Ramesh Thamilmani,
has been recreated by Pratilipi
Comics with "new character
designs, artwork, and creative
elements, revolutionising the
Indian online comic space.”

Set in a 'very young Earth' and in
a time long forgotten, the book
chronicles the adventures of the
titular protagonist, a seasoned
warrior, who sets out on a long
journey where he encounters
strange creatures and discovers
magnificent lands — a true treat
for the soul and the senses

Fantasy novel 'Atharva: The Origin',
starring MS Dhoni, to be made into a comic

INDIA HELPS SRI LANKA TO
PRINT SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS

Battling with ongoing economic crisis with sky-
rocketing inflation and dollar crunch, Sri Lanka is
to get Indian loan assistance to print textbooks

for school children for the year 2023. Education minister
Susil Premejanatha said that steps have been taken to
import raw materials, including papers and ink required
for textbook printing under Indian credit line. The
printing of the text book is to be completed by January
for the 2023 education year starting from next March.
Financially broke with no dollars to import printing
material, education was one of the main victims of cur-
rent economic crisis the country has been going
through. In March last year, the island nation cancelled
examinations for millions of students with no papers to
print exam papers.

Instagram to soon test new
repost feature with select users

M
eta-owned
photo and
video-shar-
ing platform

Instagram has confirmed
that it will soon give users
the ability to repost other
users' posts.
Although the company has
not yet released the repost
feature publicly, it plans to
begin testing it with select
users soon, reports
TechCrunch. "We're explor-
ing the ability to reshare
posts in Feed - similar to
how you can reshare in
Stories - so people can
share what resonates with
them, and so original 
creators are credited for
their work," a Meta
spokesperson was quoted as
saying in an email.

A monarch having two birthdays dates back to 1748. The
first royal to have two birthday celebrations was the
Queen’s distant relative, King George II – who wished to

throw a public celebration, with a parade and plenty of pomp
and circumstance to mark the occasion of his birthday. Being a

November baby, like the new King Charles, he decided the weather
wasn’t primed for it, so he threw a little soiree in the summer, too



02 “I have a passion for teaching kids to become readers, to become com-
fortable with a book, not daunted. Books shouldn't be daunting, they

should be funny, exciting and wonderful; and learning to be a reader gives
a terrific advantage.” — Roald Dahl
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LANGUAGE LAB
PICS: ISTOCK

V
ery few words are
invented by coining
from a series of sounds
that are chosen random-
ly. Many of them come

from existing words with new mean-
ings given. Some words are formed
by changing some parts of speech.
Still others create new words by
combining different parts.

COMPOUNDING
New words and phrases emerge as a
direct response to the need to refer to
new concepts, and one of the most
straightforward ways of doing this is
to simply combine existing words,
which together make a sensible repre-
sentation of a new idea. 

Like: Mobile phone, furkid (a pet
which is a substitute child) and slow
food 

BLENDS
Combination of parts of existing
words is another common process in
the formation of neologisms. This
phenomenon is often referred to by
linguists as blending. 

Like: Brunch, flexitarian (a vege-
tarian who occasionally eats meat),
edutainment (a blend of educational
and entertainment)

OLD WORDS, NEW USES
Of course even easier than combining

or blending existing words is sim-
ply to find new ways of using
words that already exist. The
Internet has been a major breeding
ground for this process.

Like: New sense for old words
like window, mouse, bug, surf, net,
web

ABBREVIATIONS AND
ACRONYMS
Abbreviations are another area, that
over the years, has been a rich source
of new lexical items. The 21st century
has witnessed an explosion of abbre-
viated forms in English due to the
enormous influence of chat rooms,
interactive message boards, text mes-

saging, and e-mail, underlying all of
which is the need to communicate
effectively but economically.

Like: DVD, IM (instant messag-
ing), DINKY (young, upwardly mobile
professionals, standing for double

income no kids yet), LOL, FYI
(for your information),

BTW (by the way) 

LOANWORDS
Foreign speakers
often complain
that their language
is being overrun

with borrowings
from English. But

the fact is, English
itself is a voracious word

thief; linguist David Crystal
reckons it’’s half-inched words from
at least 350 languages. Most words are
borrowed from French, Latin and
Greek; some of the more exotic prove-
nances are Flemish (hunk), Romany
(cushty), Portuguese (fetish), Nahuatl
(tomato - via Spanish), Tahitian (tat-
too), Russian (mammoth), Mayan
(shark), Gaelic (slogan), Japanese
(tycoon), West Turkic (horde),
Walloon (rabbit) and Polynesian
(taboo). Calques (flea market, brain-
washing, loan word) are translations
of borrowings.

AFFIXATION
To find new ways of using recognised
affixes, creatively attaching them to
established words as a means of
expressing a new idea.

Like: Regift, advertainment,
frankenfood 

A
uthor Roald Dahl, born on Sept
13, 1916, was not just a story-
teller but a master blender of
folklore, fantasy and horror, and
his stories didn’t just enchant

the readers, it gave them a reason to
believe in heroes of the unlikeliest people.
Through his works, children could travel to
a fantasy land where adventure awaited
them in candy land, and worlds where
youngsters and giants lived in harmony.
But he just didn’t stop at telling stories, he
also coined words. Most of us might have

heard of Oompa-Loompa and humplecrimp,
but there are many such unique words cre-
ated by Dahl that not everyone might be
aware of. Interestingly, these words have
been featured in ‘Oxford Roald Dahl
Dictionary’ which has roughly 8,000 words
invented or popularised by the author. For
the fans of ‘James and the Giant Peach’,
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’, 'The
BFG', ‘Matilda’ and many other popular
books by Dahl, we present to you 10 words
created by the author.
Read on...

1. GIGANTICUS
Something that is grand and spectacular

2. SCRUMDIDDLYUMPTIOUS
It is used for describing food which is
utterly delicious

3. HUGGYBEE
A term of endearment which means as
warm as a hug and as sweet as honey.

4. CHURGLE
When someone is chuckling and gurgling
both at the same time while laughing

5. HORRIGUST
Horrigust is a blend of the words- horri-
ble and disgusting.

6. DARKSOME
Darksome is made by blending the words-
dark and murky.

7. GLORIUMPTIOUS
Gloriumptious is made up by blending
together two words- glorious and scrump-
tious. It means pure marvelousness.

8. ZOZIMUS
The word means- the stuff that dreams
are made of

9. GOBBLEFUNK
To play around with words and create
new ones

10. BISH 
To ruin something                            -TTNNNN  

Queries relating to 
language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get stuck
with words when writing a letter, an essay or a blog? Do you
have a fear of public speaking? Or do you simply want to
improve your communication skills? Times NIE is here to help
you to master the intricacies of the English language. Just
shoot us your queries on toinie175@gmail.com

N
ew idioms come along all the
time, says Arnold Zwicky, ad-
junct professor of linguistics at
Stanford Uni-
versity. There

are several sources for id-
ioms, but the big contributor
is figurative language, espe-
cially, metaphors. Here are
some hot new favourites:

THAT’S THE TEA
No, this doesn’t refer to ac-
tual tea. The phrase origi-
nated in drag culture, and
“tea” or “T” refers to the
truth. The phrase has grown
to refer to the intense gossip
and drama that plagues the
internet.

FLEXING ON INSTA
You might see plenty of folks
flexing their muscles and posting their work-
out progress in Instagram photos, but that’s
not what we’re talking about here. If you are

“flexing on Insta” — or anywhere online —
you're showing off, and you’re not being
graceful about it.

LEFT ON READ
Admit it. You’ve done this.
You’ve seen someone’s text, but
you didn't reply to it. Maybe you
forgot, but more likely, you saw
the message and didn’t feel like
answering.

LET’S HUG IT OUT
The phrase let’s hug it out
means “let's end our argu-
ment”. It was popularised by
Ari on HBO’s ‘Entourage’.

ALL THE WAY UP
The term means to be high and
excited; at the pinnacle of your
emotional spectrum. It comes

from the 2016 song ‘All the Way Up’ by rap-
pers Fat Joe and Remy Ma.

— From the archives

F
ocusing
on gram-
mar, sen-
tence con-
struction,

phonetics to step up
your foreign lan-
guage game is fan-
tastic. But there may be one integral fac-
tor amiss: PASSION. After all, languages
are a tool, a means to an end. And var-
ious ends at that. In the past columns,
you have discovered specific pop artists,
movies, books, YouTube channels that
expose you to French, Francophone cul-
ture and help improve your communi-
cation skills in the language. This week,
let’s talk STEM, ecology and yoga!

‘Mini TFO’, a French language
Canadian YouTube channel stimulates
and engages you with a colourful world
that feeds your imagination. In line with
the STEM approach (STIAM en français:
Sciences, Technologie, Ingénierie, Arts
et Mathématiques) and conducive to cre-
ative expression, the award-winning
‘Mini TFO’ videos offer an interactive
and fun-educational universe.  

DEVELOP CREATIVE 
PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS
For super easy basics in STIAM, get
started with 2-minute videos in the
playlist, Semaine de relâche –
Mathématiques / Sciences/ Arts and

Activités Maison (DIY family experi-
ments). Your friendly and funny hosts
like Josée, Lexie & Christopher will
accompany your learning journey in
French. Another playlist, Mini
artistes presents 2-3-minute videos in
a primary school on how to make une
petite maison en argile (a small clay
house), dessiner un arbre et des
branches (drawing a tree and branch-
es). Join the class and their teacher!

And finally, Minivers, with its 7-
minute episodes tells you stories of l’as-
tronaute égaré (the lost astronaut), l'arc-
en-ciel (the rainbow), le vendeur de cha-
peaux (the hat merchant) and la station
spatiale internationale (ISS).

BECOME MORE MINDFUL
Now how about some exercise? Join
‘Mini Yoga’, yoga
pour les enfants
(for children) to
learn and
p r a c t i s e
s i m p l e
postures
a n d
breathing
t e c h -
n i q u e s
f o r
your
well-be-
ing. 20-

minute instructive videos like Le Kook-
aburra, en Australie! (native Aus-
tralian bird), Le tigre de Chine, en
Chine! (Tiger in China) teach and ac-
company you in various yoga postures.
You learn numbers, body parts, with
instructions like “On inspire. Et on ex-
pire. Une dernière fois lentement. Et
n'oublie surtout pas de bien respirer
tout au long de notre aventure”.
(Breathe in. And breathe out. One last
time slowly. And don’t forget to breathe
well throughout our adventure).
Videos that would make India proud!

Gunjan Gupta is a professor 
of French, Francophone 

literature and European art histo-
ry. She teaches French at the 
Alliance Française de Delhi

OVERUSE OF
ADVERBS
Adverbs - those
words that often
end in ’ly’ modify
verbs. They are
okay once in a
while, but in
excess they’re an
indicator of weak verb choices. Eg:

TOO MANY PREPOSITIONAL
PHRASES
Prepositions are those words that
often come before nouns and pronouns

to show
direction,
location, or
time.
Excessive
prepositional
phrases ren-
der your writing wordy. Whenever pos-
sible, simplify. Eg:

MISUSE OF
LIE/LAY
If you plan to
place or put an
object somewhere,

such as a plate on a table, you
should use “lay”. If you intend to
stretch out on a bed for a nap, you
should use “lie”. Eg:

RUN-ON SEN-
TENCES
Run-on sentences,
also known as fused
sentences, occur when
two complete sentences are
squashed together without using
a coordinating conjunction or proper
punctuation. Run-on sentences can
be short or long. Eg:

TAUTOLOGIES
Tautologies express the same thing
twice with different words. In our

example, the word “made” implies
that Jack used his own two

hands to create the pail. The
prepo-
sitional

phrase
“with his own
hands” cre-
ates a redun-
dancy.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ROALD DAHL

WHAT'S TRENDING?

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST
Thousands of new words are coined
every year but the key to survival

for all these
new words is
usage. With
the advent of
the World
Wide Web,
language has
a bigger plat-
form for
usage and
propagation
than ever

before. Now vocabulary has the
potential to expand at a faster rate
than in previous generations. Words
stay in our language only if they
represent concepts which continue
to exist over the passage of time. 

10 SPLENDIFEROUS
WORDS INVENTED
BY ROALD DAHL

EVOLUTION OF LANGUAGE

HOW          WORDS
ARE BORN?
Did you know that very few new words in the English are actually completely
“new”? In fact, completely new words account for less than 1% of all English
neologisms, and most are often based on proper nouns. Let’s find out about
the different ways in which words are repurposed in English language

REDUPLICATION:
The repetition, or near-
repetition, of a word or

sound. To this method we
owe the likes of flip-flop,

goody-goody, boo-boo, helter-
skelter, picnic, claptrap, hanky-

panky, hurly-burly, lovey-
dovey, higgledy-piggledy,

tom-tom, hip hop and
cray-cray 

SOME 
COOL 
NEW 
IDIOMS

SOME 
COOL 
NEW 
IDIOMS

Slide into DMs
If you’re sliding into
someone's DMs, you

probably haven’t talked
to them before. More
often than not, this
phrase is used when

someone’s asking if they
can talk to you privately,

or when that person
invites you to talk to

them in DMs 
(direct messages)

SLIDE INTO DMS

COMMON GRAMMAR
MISTAKES WE ALL MAKE

LEARNING NEW LANGUAGE

LET’S TALK STEM, ECOLOGY
AND YOGA IN FRENCH!

IInnccoorrrreecctt:: The
boy ran really
fast to catch the
runaway ball.

CCoorrrreecctt:: The boy
sprinted to catch
the runaway ball.

IInnccoorrrreecctt:: The car-
avan came over the
top of the hill. 

CCoorrrreecctt:: The cara-
van crested the hill.

IInnccoorrrreecctt:: He
was laying on
the couch. 

CCoorrrreecctt:: He
was lying on
the couch.

IInnccoorrrreecctt:: Lila enjoyed the bouquet
of tulips John gave her on prom
night however she prefers roses. 

CCoorrrreecctt:: Lila enjoyed the bouquet of
tulips John gave her on prom night;
however, she prefers roses.

IInnccoorrrreecctt:: Jack made a
water pail with his own
hands for Jill. 

CCoorrrreecctt:: Jack made a
water pail for Jill.

OWN ECO-CITIZENSHIP
Are you an eco-citizen yet? Would
you like to help your parents and
friends come up with cool ideas
to recycle things? Look no fur-
ther! Check out the mini videos
on ‘La boîte de recyclage’ (The
recycling bin) and ‘Écolo fille’
(Eco-girl). The first shows you
creative ways to upcycle & reuse
daily objects like la bouteille de
ketchup (ketchup bottles), la
canette de jus (juice cans), la
boîte à œufs (egg trays). 

The next one, ‘Écolo fille’, pro-
tector of the environment, tries
to counter the negative and
destructive intentions of her
enemy Malevelle. She achieves
this with the help of her accom-
plices Composte (Compost),
Recyclage (Recycle) and Poubelle

(Garbage bin).


