


We all learn from our teachers. We all celebrate Teacher’s Day by letting
them know how important a role they play in our lives. This time, let's ask
a few teachers about that one lesson they learnt from their mentors that

they never forgot, and now implement it in their classrooms to make
students become well-rounded individuals   What I learnt

Iwas in grade VI and used 
to be really scared of maths. My
maths teacher, Ratna Ganguly, came to me

and said, “You are really good, and I believe you are 
capable of achieving good grades and be among the
best. So, it’s time we work towards it, together.”
These words worked like magic for me. I went

back to my grade V books. By grade IX, I really
got good in maths, with her helping me

all along. 

How I implement it…
Now as a teacher, I understand how

much a teacher’s words matter. Letting
your students know you will always be

there to support them, matters a lot. As a
teacher, I strongly believe in letting my students
know that I’m approachable.
ANINDITA DAS, teacher, Global Academy 

For Learning, Bengaluru

BEYOND 
CLASSROOMS AND

TEXTBOOKS

‘I
strongly believe

in letting my stu-
dents know that I'm

approachable”

“It's time we
worked together”

How I imple-
ment it…

Being the vice-prin-
cipal, I take care of every

small thing for overall develop-
ment of students – motivating

them to do their best in academics
as well as in extracurricular activ-
ities. 
HARIKA P, Vice-Principal, Chitturi High

School, Vijayawada

“She showed me how
to achieve my goals
without getting
bogged down
by pressure”

What I learnt

O ne of the most 
influential teachers in
my life was Sister Stella.

She motivated me and pushed me out of
a bad zone when I was down. She showed
me the way to achieve my goals without
being bogged down by pressure. She
shared the real formula of being a great
teacher- ‘Teachers should not limit them-
selves to classrooms. They need to make
an effort to shape a student by all
means.’  

“I
motivate my

students to do their
best in academics as
well as in extracur-
ricular activities” 

“Speak up
if you see
something

is wrong” 

“I use hands-on
activities to
make math easi-
er for
students”

POWER OF BEING
VOCAL

What I learnt

I consider myself exceptionally
fortunate to have been guid-
ed by some excellent teach-

ers throughout my academic
life. Among them, I
would like to particu-
larly mention my

English teacher,
who has been
an exception-

al mentor to
me. She has
always been

very outspoken, and
one thing that I learnt

from her is to speak
up if you see

something is wrong. She made me
realise we can't live a successful
life if we fail to speak up or take
action against something that is

bothering us.   

How I imple-
ment it…
Whenever I get
a chance to
interact with

kids, I encourage
them to open up and

speak up for any injustice hap-
pening around them and not to

fear anyone.
RANJIT MALLA, Academic in Charge,

SFS School, Gajuwaka, Visakhapatnam

“I
always

encourage 
students not to

fear anyone”

IGNITING A 
PASSION What I learnt

M y exceptional math teacher, Sodha Sir, from
Nirmala Convent, always impressed me with
his teaching talent and love

of the subject. He went out of his
way to encourage me to under-
stand the subject which I did
not like during initial years. In
very measured steps and
with great skill, he ignited
my passion towards learning
a subject I initially found
difficult.

How I imple-
ment it
I try to make mathemat-
ics interesting by giving
students exposure to the
topic through various
hands-on activities. Later,
I trigger their logical
mathematical intelligence
by connecting them with
the real-world scenarios.
SINDHU NAIR, educator,

SGVP International School,

Ahmedabad

What I learnt

I still remember my 
English teacher,
Mrs Oommen,

who made learning
effective by simply

demonstrating how much
she cared about us all. She

would take out time simply  to
really listen to what I had to say even

when I rambled on about fears of not doing well in some
capacity or another. 

How I implement it…
Thanks to her, I strive to give my undivided atten-

tion to students by cultivating a patient ear like
hers. I even carry out one-on-one sessions with my
students about their writing.
RATNA DAVESAR, TGT English, Shishu Niketan Model Sr Sec School, Sector 22,

Chandigarh 

“I’ve
cultivated a

patient ear, like
my teacher”

What I learnt

T he chalk-and-talk method was easy. It
was something that I grew
up with. However, one inci-

dent transformed my outlook of
things. My mentor, Mrs Srujana,
during my training days, demon-
strated in her vibrant class the art of
storytelling with prodding questions
and empathy. She told me once: “Look

beyond the textbook
and into their hearts.”

How I imple-
ment it…
Teaching has since
become one beautiful
experience. The joy
with which children
voice their views, the
sheer romance with
words, the high volt-
age enthusiasm to DO
things, their need to
express, have all
enhanced my learning
from students.
Innovating and ideat-

ing, the saga continues.
BEAULAH SUCHITHRA, English

facilitator, Vista School,

Hyderabad

HEART OF THE MATTER

A HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE 
TO TEACHING

“My
students’ need

to express them-
selves has enhanced

the process of my
learning from

them”

“If you
want your 

students to 
open up, start 

with a good story”

“Instil natural
interest in a
subject through
life experiences”

What I learnt

M y biology teacher 
taught me how to
teach a subject with

passion - not just within the four
walls of a classroom but… in the gar-
den, or on a hitchhiking trip, or in a substi-
tution class, or while we prepared for a school event and
students grasped concepts at ease with the least facilities
available. His methods didn’t include being reprimanded. 

How I implement it…
My lessons are not based on text books alone. Being a

humanities teacher, I instil a natural interest in a subject,
and my method includes real life experiences. 
MEETA CHAKRABARTI, Headmistress, Middle

School, DPS, Howrah

“Sodha
Sir went out of

his way to encourage
me to understand the
subject I did not like

during initial
years”

“My
biology teacher

made us grasp con-
cepts with ease,

sans punishment”

Sachin Tendulkar on Ramakant Achrekar

Legendary cricketer Sachin Tendulkar has always ex-
pressed gratitude to Ramakant Achrekar, his teacher

Our coach Ramakant Achrekar Sir had organised a practice
match for me. But I left for Wankhede to watch the Harris

Shield final. After the match, I saw Achrekar sir. He
asked me how many runs I got and I told him I
never went to play. He said I did not need to clap

for others, and I should do something so
that one day, the world can clap for me.
That was the biggest lesson of
my life

Oprah Winfrey on Mrs Duncan

For Oprah Winfrey, famous American talk
show personality, the visit of her fourth-
grade teacher Mrs Duncan on her show

was among her defining moments.

For the first time, I wasn’t afraid to be
smart, and she often stayed after school

to work with me. As a child, I hadn’t even consid-
ered that Mrs Duncan might have had a life
beyond our class. It was in her class that I really
came into myself. After all these years, I
could say thank you to a woman who had a
powerful impact on my early life

FAMOUS PERSONALITIES          N THEIR TEACHERS
Bill Gates on Blanche Caffiere

One of the richest persons in the world,
Microsoft founder Bill Gates has always
attributed his success to his teacher

Blanche Caffiere, who he describes as a “very
kindly librarian and teacher”.

I was desperately trying to go unno-
ticed, because I had some big

deficits, like atrocious handwriting and a
comically messy desk. I was trying to hide
the fact that I liked to read - it was cool
for girls, but not boys. Ms Caffiere pulled
me out of my shell by sharing her
love for books

Teachers on lessons from 
their teachers LEND ME YOUR EARS

“Listen to
them 
all - even 
ramblings”
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MATH AND MAGIC

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022

THANK YOU TEACHER‘The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say,
‘The children are now working as if I did not exist.

–Maria Montessori
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