
'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2' to get a comic
book adaptation

➤ An educator tells us
how to inculcate self
regulation skills in our
daily lives and the
importance of it

➤ Confused about the usage of
seasons and how it should be
written in sentences? Find out
more on ‘ i-Opener’

➤ Check out films you
should watch if you are an
avid photographer and love
the lens in ‘Books and
Films’

➤ Premier League:
City thrash Forest 
6-0, Haaland scores
back-to-back hat
tricks
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S outh Korea may conduct a public survey to help
determine whether to grant exemption to the
mandatory military service to members of the K-

pop boyband BTS, officials said. The question of active
military service for the band's seven members has been a
hot-button topic in South Korea as its oldest member,
Jin, faces his enlistment in December, when he turns 30.
Defence minister Lee Jong-sup told lawmakers that he
ordered officials to implement a survey quickly. He said
his ministry will also look into various other factors like
the BTS's economic effect, the importance of military
service and overall national interests.

 By law, all able-bodied men in South Korea
must serve 18-21 months in the military under
a conscription system established to deal with
threats from rival North Korea. But the coun-
try gives exemption to athletes, musicians and
artistes, who win top places in international
competitions because they are considered to
have enhanced national prestige
 Some politicians and others have called for
expanding the scope of exemptions to include
K-pop stars like BTS because they have elevat-
ed South Korea's international image signifi-
cantly as well
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B ollywood star Kartik 
Aaryan's recent block-
buster 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa

2', which won the hearts of the
audience, will now be made into
a comic book series. Publisher
Diamond Comics has partnered
with the production houses T-
Series and Cine1Studios to cre-
ate this comic book for all
young audiences.

 The epic comic book will be based on Aaryan's
character in the movie - Rooh Baba.
 Titled 'Rooh Baba Ki Bhool Bhulaiyaa', the comics
will take young fans through an adventurous journey

All  the major social media and
messaging apps, including FB,
Messenger, Instagram, Twitter,
LinkedIn,  provide some form of
notification that your message
has been seen

INDIA'S GDP TO SLOW FROM 8.3% IN 2021
TO 7.7% IN 2022: MOODY'S

India’s real GDP growth will slow from
8.3% in 2021 to 7.7% in 2022 and will
decelerate further to 5.2% in 2023,

Moody's Investor Service said in a report on
Thursday. Rising interest rates, uneven distri-
bution of monsoons, and slowing global

growth will dampen economic momentum on
a sequential basis, it said. However, Moody's
has argued that India's economic growth
would be stronger than its projections in
2023 if the private-sector capex cycle were
to gain steam.

BTS members to skip
military duty? South
Korea may conduct public
survey to take a decision 

Read receipts on social media triggering 'availability stress' among teenagers

W
hatsapp's 'blue tick' meant for
showing that you have read a
message may be a useful feature
for many who get assured that
their messages have been read,

but these so-called 'read receipts' are becoming prob-
lematic, putting pressure on the receiver of the mes-
sage to respond promptly, and creating anxiety for
those who are awaiting a reply, claims a new study. A
report in Daily Mail suggests that read receipts may be

having a negative effect on the mental
health of young teenagers. A trend

called by researchers as 'availability
stress', the study

revealed that teenagers, who participated in the study,
got a feeling that they had to be constantly available
online, with the 'read' or 'seen' app function, creating a
pressure to respond to their friends’ messages quickly. 

Moreover, researchers have revealed that the par-
ticipants expected their friends to respond quickly to
their own messages. In fact, they took the drastic step
of 'stalking' friends who were slow to respond by mes-
saging them via a different app.  The study also spoke
of stress caused by receiving too many notifications
and messages on teens’ smartphones. Participants
indicated that they felt overwhelmed if they received a
high number of notifications, and found it difficult to
prioritise these, reported the Daily Mail.  

FOR THE RECORD: This won't disable the read receipts
for group chats or play receipts for voice messages.

There's no way to turn those settings off

WANNA GET RID OF AVAILABILITY
STRESS, TURN OFF READ RECEIPT ON
WHATSAPP. HERE'S HOW
Go to settings then  
account > Privacy and turn
off read receipts
After sending messages,
forget about it for a while

Burden of the blue ticks
Researchers also revealed that
teens’ stresses are reinforced
by specific social media fea-
tures, such as ‘like’ buttons
and ‘seen-function’. They can
have a serious impact on the
relationships with their
friends, the study warned

Stressing on media litera-
cy education,

researchers have  
suggested that it
could address the
various causes
and consequences

of digital pres-
sures. For example,

educators could engage
with their students dialogue about healthy relation-
ships, digital citizenship, and the social norms that
generate the expectation within teenagers' friends to
stay online continuously, they said

CALL 
FOR

ACTION

IT IS A SHALLOW SEA OF
AVERAGE 300 M-DEPTH BUT A

GEOSTRATEGIC HOTSPOT
NEAR CHINA

ANSWER: East China Sea.
This Pacific Ocean arm is
witnessing the strongest
global storm of 2022,
threatening Japan’s south-
ern islands and China’s east
coast. Named HHiinnnnaammnnoorr,
this super typhoon is pack-
ing sustained winds of 257
kilometres per hour and has
gusts of about 314 kmph,
according to the US Joint
Typhoon Warning Center
(JTWC). The maximum sig-
nificant wave height is 50
feet (15 metres). Hinnamnor
would be the strongest
storm of 2022 based on the
maximum sustained wind
speed recorded at this
point, according to an offi-
cial at the Japan
Meteorological Agency.

CLUE 1: JAPAN HAS LARGELY
MAINTAINED EFFECTIVE CON-
TROL OVER IT SINCE 1895

CLUE 2: FOR A BRIEF PERIOD
OF TIME DURING WORLD WAR
II, THE US CONTROLLED IT

CLUE 3: CHINA CONTESTS
JAPAN’S CLAIM ON THE SEA
AND JAPANESE ISLANDS
HERE



02 “Wisdom is not bestowed. In its raw state, it is the heartbreak
of knowing things you wish you didn’t.”

— Angeline Boulley, author, in ‘Firekeeper’s Daughter’
FILMS AND BOOKS
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H
enry Holt Books for Young Readers
announced that Angeline Boulley’s
‘Warrior Girl Unearthed’ will come
out May 2023. Like its predeces-
sor, ‘Firekeeper's Daughter’, this

book will be set in an Ojibwe community,
focussing on a teenage girl who learns of a
plot to make money off the theft of
Indigenous graves. Holt calls the book “a
complex and compelling mystery, effortless-
ly exploring themes of identity, family, and
reclamation in a Native community.”
Boulley's book

will be illustrated by Michaela Goade,
whose drawings for ‘We Are Water
Protectors’ brought her a Caldecott
Medal for outstanding illustration of a
children’s book.

Boulley’s  first book, also featuring a
young protagonist, received numerous

awards, was selected for Reese
Witherspoon’s book club and is being adapt-
ed by Barack and Michelle Obama’s produc-
tion company for Netflix.

BOULLEY’S
‘WARRIOR GIRL
UNEARTHED’

CHILDREN’S AUTHOR ANGELINE BOULLEY WILL
SOON RETURN HER MANY READERS TO THE

WORLD OF HER PRIZE-WINNING DEBUT NOVEL
‘FIREKEEPER’S DAUGHTER’

I
f you’re won-
dering about
what to watch
these coming
weekends with

your family, and
you’ve exhausted your
‘things to watch’ list,
it’s a great time to go
back to the ‘The Hob-
bit’ trilogy, and then
‘The Lord of the Rings’
trilogy. Yes, in that or-
der. Fans and movie fan-
doms will tell you ‘The
Hobbit’ trilogy isn’t as
good, and you can skip

them. Don’t go by
their words.
Watch them in or-
der mentioned (see
box), and then
you’d be more fa-
miliar with the
world that JRR
Tolkien created. It’s
essential, in terms
of world building in
fantasy literature
and movies, to brush
up your knowledge
about the particular
world of fantasy an
author, and then a di-

rector, creates before something new releases. 
Now, we come to why we are asking you to

watch the two trilogies once again. It’s because
as most of you know, ‘The Lord of the Rings: The
Rings of Power’ releases today. Though we have
talked about this new series a couple of weeks
ago, it’s never enough when it comes to Tolkien’s
world. Also, it’s better to wait for all 10 episodes
to be over before binge-watching. In the mean-
time, watch these two trilogies.

So here’s a bit about the new series we are
eagerly waiting for… Set years before the
events of ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of the
Rings’, the series is based on the history of
Middle-earth. 

It begins during a time of relative peace
and covers all the major events of Middle-
earth’s Second Age: the forging of the Rings
of Power, the rise of the Dark Lord Sauron,
the fall of the island kingdom of Númenor,
and the last alliance between Elves and Men.
These events take place over thousands of
years in Tolkien’s original stories but are con-
densed for the series.

REAR WINDOW (1954)
The main character, James Stewart, stars alongside Grace Kelly
in this classic Alfred Hitchcock thriller about a wheelchair
bound photographer who spies on his neighbours through the
lens of his camera. In one of his voyeuristic episodes, he is con-
vinced he sees one of them commit a murder.

PROOF (1991)
Martin, a blind man, takes pictures of the places described by
people and labels them in Braille. While he enjoys the atten-
tion his maid Celia gives him, things change when Andy enters
his life.

UNDER FIRE (1983)
Three journalists in a romantic triangle are involved in political
intrigue during the last days of the corrupt Somozoa regime in
Nicaragua before it falls to a popular revolution in 1979. ‘Under
Fire’ is a technically sound cinematic characterisation of a
wartime photojournalist played by Nick Nolte.

THE SECRET LIFE OF WALTER MITTY
(2013)
Ben Stiller plays Walter Mitty, a negative assets manager at
‘Life’ magazine, who sets out on an adventure of a lifetime to
find Sean O’ Connell (played by Sean Penn) – after negative
#25, which O’Conell describes as the “quintessence of life”,
goes missing.

HARRISON’S FLOWERS (2000)
Andie MacDowell stars as the wife of a missing photojournalist
reported lost in the Yugoslavian Civil War of 1991. She teams
up with two other photographers, played by Brendan Gleeson
and Adrien Brody, to help her find her missing husband.

 We all know that Rohan and Gondor
aren’t on the best of terms at times.
Throughout ‘The Two Towers’ and ‘The
Return of the King’, the tension between
King Théoden and Aragorn gets pretty high.
 The new series will give fans a closer
look at Rohan’s history, and as a result,
some of that early tension.  
 The story centres around Rohan’s ninth
king, Helm Hammerhand. His entire reign
was plagued by war and chaos, thanks to
the Dunlendings, who sought the throne.
The film will focus on these violent battles
between Rohan and Dunland, as well as
Rohan’s struggle to maintain its power in a
time of uncertainty.
 That apart this series also tells us the

story of Helm’s
Deep, the set-
ting for one of
the most icon-
ic battles of
‘The Two
Towers’.

WHAT TO EXPECT

1. TThhee HHoobbbbiitt:: An Unexpected Journey
2. TThhee HHoobbbbiitt:: The Desolation of
Smaug
3. TThhee HHoobbbbiitt:: The Battle of the Five
Armies
4. TThhee LLoorrdd ooff tthhee RRiinnggss:: The
Fellowship of the Ring
5. TThhee LLoorrdd ooff tthhee RRiinnggss:: The Two
Towers
6. TThhee LLoorrdd ooff tthhee RRiinnggss:: The
Return of the King

‘THE HOBBIT’ AND ‘LORD
OF THE RINGS’ TRILOGIES

Time to rewatch the 

Films to watch
if you are

interested in
photography

TO COME OUT IN MAY 2023

Melissa Bank,
Author Whose
‘Girls’ Guide’ Was
a Phenomenon

M
elissa Bank, a witty, acer-
bic writer whose first
book, ‘The Girls’ Guide
to Hunting and Fish-
ing,” became a global

publishing phenomenon, in 1999, passed
away in early August. Here’s a quick
primer about the author and how her
life changed after publishing ‘The Girls’
Guide...’

1Bank’s success was not exactly an
overnight one. She spent 12 years
writing the book, a collection of sto-

ries, in part because a bicycle accident
had left her temporarily unable to write.
A day job as a copywriter for a big ad-
vertising firm kept her busy as well.

2But after the title
story was pub-
lished in 1998 in

‘Zoetrope: All Story’, a
literary magazine start-
ed by the director Fran-
cis Ford Coppola,
Bank was suddenly
the buzziest unpub-
lished writer in
America. She
soon had an
agent, and a
bidding war
b e g a n ,
w h i c h
Viking Press
won, over
eight other
publishers,
paying a
$275,000 ad-
vance (the
equivalent
of about
$475,000 to-
day) — a

sum rare for a first-
time fiction writer
and practically un-
heard-of for a debut
collection of short
stories.

3The buildup
was justified:
‘The Girls’

Guide to Hunting
and Fishing’ almost
immediately made
‘The New York

Times’ bestseller
list, where it stayed for months.

Coppola optioned it for a movie.
It was translated into dozens

of languages and sold more
than 1.5 million copies. The
seven linked stories in ‘The
Girls’ Guide..’ revolve
around a girl named Jane
Rosenal and her coming-of-

age over two decades, from
age 14 until her mid-30s, dur-

ing which she navigates  death,
money and friends.

Jane is sharp, inde-

pendent and bitingly funny – not un-
like the author.

4Despite the fact that critics com-
pared her spare, exacting language
to that of any number of male writ-

ers, including Hemingway and Salinger
‘The Los Angeles Times’ called it “like
John Cheever, only funnier”. Her book
was quickly corralled into the growing
herd of woman-centered fiction deri-
sively labeled “chick lit”.

5Bank followed ‘The Girls’ Guide to
Hunting and Fishing’ with a simi-
larly linked set of stories, ‘The Won-

der Spot’ in 2005. It did not sell nearly
as well as ‘the first but many critics con-
sidered it a much better book.

Bank attended Hobart and William
Smith Colleges in Geneva, New York,
and graduating with a degree in Amer-
ican studies in 1982. She received an
MFA from Cornell in 1987. She started
writing what became ‘The Girls’ Guide’
soon after leaving Cornell. She wrote
in the evenings, turning town promo-
tions at work to conserve her time and

creative energy. She showed ear-
ly promise, winning the Nelson
Algren Literary Award 

But her work was slowed
when a car hit her bicycle in
1994, sending her flying for-
ward. She landed on her head
with sufficient force to crack
her helmet in half. The after-
effects of a concussion left
her struggling for words, in
speech and writing, for about
two years.

She managed to publish
a few stories, and soon
caught the eye of Adrienne
Brodeur, the editor of
‘Zoetrope’. Coppola had

asked Brodeur to commission a story
playing off the success of ‘The Rules:
Time-Tested Secrets for Capturing the
Heart of Mr. Right’, by Ellen Fein and
Sherrie Schneider, a popular self-help
book published in 1995.

The resulting story by Bank, in
which her character Jane follows and
then discards a thinly veiled version
of ‘The Rules’, raised the profiles of
both the fledgling ‘Zoetrope’ and the
author. Editors and agents started call-
ing, and she scrambled to assemble a
manuscript.’

-Extracted from an NYT feature

PICS: ISTOCK

“The problem with chick lit is it’s
become more chick than lit. It’s deni-
grating to both readers and writers.
It’s as if to say these are books by
chicks, about chicks and for chicks,
and what happens to a single

woman isn’t of consequence to any-
one but herself or other women … I
can’t believe how offensive that is to
women” - Melissa Bank

MOVIES IN ORDER

Who was
MELISSA
BANK?

NEWSWORTHYOBITUARY


