
➤ An educator tells us
how to inculcate self
regulation skills in our
daily lives and the
importance of it

➤ Did you know there’s an
actual ring that inspired JRR
Tolkien’s legendary fantasy
books – ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘The
Lord of the Rings’?

➤ Will Hyderabad be
renamed as
Bhagyanagar? Find out
more on Bhagyanagar in
‘News to Use’

➤ Southampton stun
Chelsea 2-1,
Armstrong gifts
comeback victory in
Premier League
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Webb telescope finds CO2 for first
time in exoplanet atmosphere
N

ASA’s James Webb Space 
Telescope has captured the first-
ever clear evidence for carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere of a

planet outside the solar system. The finding
offers hope that in the future, Webb may be
able to detect and measure carbon dioxide in
the thinner atmospheres of smaller rocky
planets. This observation of a gas giant planet
named ‘WASP-39 b’, which is orbiting a sun-
like star 700 light-years away, provides impor-
tant insights into the composition and formation of the planet, the US space agency said.
Understanding the composition of a planet’s atmosphere is important because it tells us
something about the origin of the planet and how it evolved, it added.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR ALIEN LIFE

1Spotting carbon dioxide in a
planet’s atmosphere is a step-
ping stone towards detecting

life beyond Earth. Previous observa-
tions from other telescopes, includ-
ing NASA’s Hubble and Spitzer space
telescopes, revealed the presence
of water vapour, sodium, and potas-
sium in the planet’s atmosphere

2Astronomers don’t expect
WASP-39b to be capable of
hosting life — it is much too

close to its star. They don’t even
expect the Webb telescope to find
definitive signs of life on another
planet. But using Webb to detect
carbon dioxide helps to lay the
foundation for future discoveries

3Astronomers think that a
mixture of carbon dioxide and
methane in a planet’s atmos-

phere could be an indicator 
of life — what’s known as a 
biosignature

Meanwhile, the James Webb space telescope has revealed dazzling new detail of a
previously known slice of the cosmos, 32 million light-years away, in a new picture
released by NASA and the European Space Agency (ESA). The PPhhaannttoomm  GGaallaaxxyy is a
“favourite target for astronomers studying the origin and structure of galactic spi-
rals,” NASA and the ESA said. The picture taken by Webb will help them learn more
about the earliest phases of star formation in the local Universe and record more
information about 19 star-forming galaxies close to our own Milky Way

WASP-39 b is a hot gas
giant with a mass
roughly one-quarter
that of Jupiter (about
the same as Saturn) and
a diameter 1.3 times
greater than Jupiter

WHAT IS AN EXOPLANET?
 All of the planets in our solar
system orbit around the sun.
Planets that orbit around other
stars are called exoplanets.
Since they are hidden
by the bright glare of
the stars they orbit, it
is very difficult to
trace exoplanets
directly with tele-
scopes

WHAT ARE ITS TYPES?
 Exoplanets come in a variety of
sizes — from gas giants to small,
rocky planets about as big around
as Earth or Mars. They can be hot

enough to boil metal or
locked in deep freeze. The
first exoplanet to burst
upon the world stage was
51 Pegasi b, a ‘hot Jupiter’
orbiting a sun-like star 50
light-years away

UGC set to launch
portal for redressal
of grievances

F ew outside of India had heard of Gautam Adani just
a few years ago. Now the busi-
nessman, a college dropout,

who first tried his luck as a dia-
mond trader before turning to
coal, has become the world’s
third-richest person. It’s the
first time aann  AAssiiaann  ppeerrssoonn  hhaass
bbrrookkeenn  iinnttoo  tthhee  ttoopp  tthhrreeee  ooff  tthhee
BBlloooommbbeerrgg  BBiilllliioonnaaiirreess  IInnddeexx —
fellow citizen Mukesh Ambani, and
China’s Jack Ma, never made it that
far.

 Adani, 60, has spent
the past few years expand-
ing his coal-to-ports con-
glomerate, venturing into
everything from data cen-
tres to cement, media and
alumina

 The group now owns
India’s largest private-sec-
tor port, airport operator,
city-gas distributor and
coal miner. While its
Carmichael Mine in
Australia has been criti-
cised by environmentalists,
it pledged, in November, to
invest $70 billion in green
energy to become the
world’s largest renewable-
energy producer

 As his empire has
expanded to one of the
world’s largest conglomer-
ates fuelling the remark-
able wealth gains, concerns
have grown over the rapid
growth

 Adani was able to move
past some of the world’s
richest US billionaires part-
ly because they’ve recently

boosted their philanthropy.
Gates is transferring $20
billion to the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, while
Warren Buffett has already
donated more than $35 bil-
lion to the charity

 Adani pledged in June
to donate $7.7 billion for
social causes
to mark his
60th birth-
day.

With
a $137.4 billion

fortune, Adani has
overtaken France’s

Bernard Arnault and
now trails just Elon

Musk and Jeff
Bezos of the US

in the ranking

Now, insert emojis in Google
Docs as you type and write

Google has allowed
users to insert emojis
while writing in

Google Docs, as they will not
need to pull up emoji icons
from other places anymore
into their documents. Google
recently added emoji reactions
to Docs, and now the users can
add them in actual docu-
ments. The feature supports
the most recent emoji.
“Building upon the recently
announced emoji reaction
feature, you can now
express yourself in a new
way by searching for and
inserting emojis directly

inline with your text in
Google Docs,” said the 

company.

 The emoji tool is available to all Google
Workspace customers along with users with
personal Google accounts

 There is no admin control for this feature.
To search for and add emojis directly inline
with text in Docs, Google has simple steps to
follow

 The simple way is to just type @ (emoji
name), and typing @emoji will pull up a
searchable emoji picker, like the one on your
smartphone

Right from non-refund of fees to making admission
contrary to merit, from refusal of admission in
accordance with the declared admission policy to
withholding of original degrees/diplomas/certifi-

cates by institutions, the University Grants Commission
(UGC) will now monitor and address all grievances of stu-
dents and teaching/non-teaching staff through a cen-
tralised portal called ‘e-Samadhan’, which will be made
operational next week. The Commission has also set a
time-bound redressal process, which includes resolving
students-related issues within 10 days, and prevents unfair
practices in higher education institutions (HEIs).

According to UGC — with the admission season on, and
many students having secured seats in universities/col-
leges out of the ambit of the CUET-UG (some of whom
may withdraw once the engineering, medical and CUET-
based admissions get underway) — this service would be
of immediate benefit to them. UGC has recently issued a
circular stating that if a student withdraws from a par-
ticular course/college/university by October 31, 2022,
s/he should get full refund of the fee and also the insti-
tution would return the original certificates submitted
at the time of admission

LESSON
TIME

‘Zombie ice’ from Greenland
will raise sea level 10 inches
Z ombie ice from the massive 

Greenland ice sheet, courtesy
climate change, will eventually

raise global sea level by at least 10
inches (27 cm) on its own, according to
a study. Zombie or doomed ice is ice
that is still attached to thicker areas
of ice, but is no longer getting fed by
those larger glaciers. That’s because
the parent glaciers are getting less
replenishing snow. An estimated 120
trillion tons of ice will be affected,
meaning 3.3 per cent of Greenland’s
total ice sheet is expected to melt
away into the sea. The released water will raise the global sea level by more than dou-
ble the previous estimates, the study warns. Last year’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change report projected that Greenland ice melt would raise the sea level
between two to five inches by 2100.

The exoplanet’s strong co2 sig-
nal suggests that it is enriched
with elements heavier than
hydrogen and helium that 
typically constitute stars

LAST SOVIET LEADER GORBACHEV, WHO ENDED
COLD WAR, DIES AT 91

M ikhail Gorbachev, who ended the Cold War without bloodshed but
failed to prevent the collapse of the Soviet Union, died on Tuesday
at the age of 91, hospital officials in Moscow said. Gorbachev, the

last Soviet president, forged arms reduction deals with the United States and
partnerships with Western powers to remove the Iron Curtain that had divided
Europe since World War-II and reunited Germany.

Gautam Adani
becomes world’s
third-richest person



The buzz
started after

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who

was in the city for the big
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) national executive
meeting, referred to

Hyderabad as Bhagyanagar 

BHAGYANAGAR:

Derived from Bhagmati

The Goddess Bhagyalakshmi 

Literature

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others’ faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI

NEWS TO USE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2022

Novelist Salman Rushdie walked
on stage at a summer festival at
the Chautauqua Institution in

New York to speak and was stabbed 10
times by an assailant. The violent 
attack on free speech has left Rushdie
in the hospital and revived concerns
around the perils facing artists who
take risks.

THE RISK: Rushdie has faced death
threats for more than three decades,
since the Iranian leader Ayatollah
Khomeini issued a fatwa against
Rushdie in 1989 and called for his death
over purported blasphemy in
his novel The Satanic Vers-
es, which satirised Islam-
ic histories and mytholo-
gies with magical realism.
The attack on Rushdie is a strik-
ing reminder that fiction — along with
art, poetry, and comics — can be dan-
gerous tools that hold real power and
risks.

AUTHOR WHO COURTED CONTROVERSY
Rushdie was born in India to a Mus-
lim family two months before India
gained independence from Britain.
At 14, he was sent to study in England
and later secured a place at the pres-
tigious Kings College Cam-
bridge.
Rushdie made his name as an
author with the publication
of Midnight’s Children in 1981.
In 1988, his most controver-
sial work was released: The
Satanic Verses.
The surrealist post-modern
novel follows the story of In-
dian Muslims living in Eng-
land. It was denounced as blasphemous
by Muslims across the world who saw

As students, while it is important
to know about what’s happening
around the world, what is more essential is
to have an in-depth perspective of events
that will help you build your skill sets. Be
it political, social, economic, climatic
events, Times NIE presents you
handpicked, curated news that will be
of help to you in the classroom and
give you an edge over others 

SALMAN RUSHDIE:
Is political art at risk?

P
M Narendra
Modi referring
to Hyderabad
as Bhagyana-

gar brought the Telan-
gana capital, or rather
its name, in the spotlight
with saffron supporters
arguing that the city
was originally called
Bhagyanagar and oppo-
nents claiming that this
was not the case.

By the 1940s, with it becoming clear that independ-
ence from Britain was not far off, the Nizam dou-

bled down on efforts to declare Hyderabad as an
Islamic state and a separate entity from India. The
province was overwhelmingly Hindu with a tiny Muslim
ruling class and this led to resentment and Hindu
mobilisation. As part of this build-up came the argu-
ment that Hyderabad was earlier known as
Bhagyanagar (after the goddess Bhagyalakshmi).

A famous theory, featuring a dash of romance,
goes that Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah

of the Qutub Shahi dynasty (1565-1612 CE) chanced
upon a beautiful courtesan Bhagmati while on a
horseback ride and fell head over heels in love with
her. On becoming the sultan after his father’s
death, he married her and built a new city in her

village which came to be known as Bhagnagar.
Another string of the theory says Bhagmati

embraced Islam upon her marriage and
took the name Hyder Begum, and,

hence, the name Hyderabad.
Historians, however, don’t

believe in this theory.

Social Science

Engineering

T
he world would save
nearly 700 million
tonnes of carbon pollution
each year – more than Cana-

da’s annual emissions – if every person adopted the Dutch
way of life and cycled on a daily basis, new research showed
recently. Among the 60 countries included in the data set, the
share of bicycle use for journeys was only five percent. Some
countries, simply lack bicycle stocks, while others with high
bike ownership, such as the United States, tended to view cy-
cling as more of a leisure activity than a mode of transport.

■ TEACHER PROMPT: On a map, ask stu-
dents to mark the old names of cities next
to the new ones.
■ FInd reasons why a
city’s name has been
changed before  
■ QUESTIONS TO PON-
DER: Do you think a
city’s name change
makes an impact?
Do you know how is a city
name changed?
■ ACTIVITY If you were given a chance to
rename your city, what would you sug-
gest? Make it a competition in class

■ If you were to ‘Go Dutch’ while
commuting to school, would you do
so? ■ With neighbourhood schools, do
you think students should be encour-
aged to take a cycle ride to school?

TALKING POINTS

A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?

WHY NAME CHANGE  A small but significant
shrine – the Bhagyalakshmi temple – dedicated to
Goddess Lakshmi is adjacent to the southeast
minaret of the famous Charminar and is at the
centre of all the buzz around the name change.

LESSON
PLAN

■ Introduce kids to Rushdie’s writing style. 

■ Follow https://toistudent.timesofindia.indi-
atimes.com/news/bookmark/5-writing-les-
sons-from-salman-rushdie

■ Narrate the plot of Midnight’s Children and
why it was crowned the best of the Bookers

LET’S LEARN TOGETHER

LESSON
PLAN

one of its char-
acters as an insult

to the Prophet Muhammad.
HOW HE REACTED: Neverthe-
less, determined not to be de-
feated by efforts to intimidate
and silence him, Rushdie 
became an advocate for free-
dom of speech across the
world.
“The best thing I can do is to
go on being the best writer I

can be and to lead as open a
professional and personal life
as I can. It’s just a way of say-
ing, there may be this dan-
ger and it’s a terrible thing…
and we need to fight it and
we need to defeat it,” he told
CNN.
In 2007, he was knighted by
the Queen of England for his
services and contribution to
literature.

The team calculated that if everyone emulated the
Danish commute of cycling an average of 1.6 kilometres
(1 mile) each day, the world could save some 414 million
tonnes of CO2 a year – equivalent to Britain’s annual
emissions. ‘Going Dutch’ and cycling 2.6 kilometres daily
like people do in The Netherlands would save 686 million
tonnes, and bring with it health benefits too!

LESSON
PLAN

The transport
sector accounts for
a quarter of all fuel-

related greenhouse gas
emissions, which are

warming the 
planet

S
ince January, there has been a lot of noise-clanging metal,
clacking keys, and cachinnation-as Team R Factor – a bunch
of middle school students of Mumbai who have been racking
their brains to develop a robot at their workshop in Mumbai,
the Mindfactory. BHUMI CHHEDA, GRADE X, SVKM JV PAREKH

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, team leader of 15 members, talks to MALINI
MENON about how the only robotics team from India won several
awards at FIRST Robotics Long Island Regional Competition held in
Hempstead, New York and Houston

What is this competition all about? The FIRST Robotics Long Island
Regional Competition, hosted by SBPLI, is held annually in

March/April at Hofstra University, in Hempstead, New York for school
kids of grades 9 to 12. Each team can have 15-25 members. The kick-off
is held in January every year, when teams receive a kit of parts common
to all teams everywhere. They are tasked with designing and building a
robot in a six-week time frame. Once they create their robots, teams
participate in the regional levels. And then, finally they are ready for
robotic play-offs at the championship. 

Tell us about your experience. We emerged victorious at SBPLI #1. We
won the coveted Engineering Inspiration Award and one of our team

members won the Dean’s List Finalist Award. We were qualified for the
World Championships in Houston. There, it was a surreal experience as
3,225 teams from 26 countries competed with one another. At the
championship, we won the Gracious Professionalism award. 

What are the qualities and skills needed to be a robotic architect?
What an innovator needs is drive, passion and willingness to take

theoretical knowledge, use it practically and make an impact on society. 

Do you see enough girls taking part in robotics? While teams from
around the world, including us, are working hard to bridge the gender

gap, unfortunately it remains skewed. Our team is trying hard to encour-
age more involvement amongst girls.

What skill sets are needed for 
robotics? While it’s a totally

hands-on experience where we
learn mechanical, electrical and
software skills, what the tourna-
ment made us realise is that one
also needs a business plan
besides engineering excellence. 

THE GIRL WHO LOVES BUILDING ROBOTS...

if people cycle more

Times NIE
young achiever

NEWSMAKER 
of the month

700 MN TONNES of
carbon can be saved

A fair claim on  Hyderabad’s history?


	Page-1
	Page-2

