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World... six months after
Putin invaded Ukraine…

On February 24, Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered
invasion of Ukraine leaving thousands dead, displaced
millions, and has sown economic strife across the world...
INFLATION: The invasion and
subsequent sanctions on Russia
pushed prices of fertiliser, wheat,
metals and energy, triggering a
global inflation and food crisis. A
global hike in crude oil prices also
impacted higher domestic infla-
tion for Indian markets. According
to RBI, inflation in FY2022-23 is
expected to be 4.5%.

ECONOMIC JOLTS: The
International Monetary Fund now
forecasts the world's economy to
grow 3.2% this year, down from
6.1% last year. Countries such as
Sri Lanka saw its economy col-
lapse and Bangladesh aggravate

its economic woes. Europe is fac-
ing multiple challenges on eco-
nomic and energy security fronts.

BANKING: The central banks of
several countries were forced to
increase policy rates to regulate
financial conditions and support
economic recovery. In India, the
RBI has revised interest rates for
banks to protect the weakening
rupee. In August, the RBI hiked its
key lending rate by 50 basis
points to 5.40 per cent, the high-
est since 2019 and for the third
time since the beginning of the
current fiscal year.
 Current account deficits and

surpluses across countries are
widening for a second straight
year, after years of narrowing.

CASUALTY: The United Nations
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) has recorded
5,587 civilian deaths and 7,890
civilian injuries as of August 22.
Over 6.6 million people stand dis-
placed.
 Ukraine has said its armed
forces lost about 9,000 personnel
in the war. Russia has not provid-
ed such details. But the US intelli-
gence estimates that around
15,000 Russian soldiers have been
killed.

L
ast month
marked one
of the three
hottest Julys

ever recorded, with global
temperatures measuring
nearly half a degree
above average, the United
Nations' weather agency
has revealed in its latest
report. Temperatures
over 40 degree C were
observed in parts of
Portugal, Spain, France
and the UK, according to
the Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S).
This led to all-time
records for maximum
temperature being broken
across those areas,
including in Britain, which
saw its hottest day ever
recorded on July 19,
2022. On an average, July
2022 was the sixth-
warmest July for Europe
on record.

THE IMPACT

1Heatwaves pose serious risks
to human health, and they can
increase the intensity and

longevity of many other disastrous
climate events, including wildfires
and droughts, affecting both society
and natural ecosystems

2Additionally, dry conditions
from previous months com-
bined with high temperatures

and low precipitation rates seen in
many areas during July may have
adverse effects on agricultural pro-
duction and other industries, such
as river transport and energy pro-
duction

 Temperatures globally last
month were 0.4 degrees Celsius
above the 1991-2020 average,
the WMO said. And this despite
the fact that the weather phe-
nomenon La Nina, which has
held the globe in its clutches
almost uninterrupted since
September 2020, ""is meant to
have a cooling influence".
 It was only marginally cool-
er than July 2019 and marginal-
ly warmer than July 2016.
 In general, northern hemi-
sphere land masses predomi-
nantly experienced well above-
average temperatures, the data
reveals, while much of Australia

and central Asia endured below-
average temperatures.
 Worryingly, Antarctic sea ice

extent reached its lowest value
for July in the 44-year satellite
data record, at seven per cent
below average, well below the
previous record.
 The Southern Ocean saw
widespread areas of below-
average sea ice concentration
from the Amundsen and
Bellingshausen Seas to the
northern Weddell Sea, as well as
in most of the Indian Ocean sec-
tor.
 Arctic sea ice extent was 4
per cent below average, ranking
12th lowest for July in the satel-
lite record, well above the low
July values seen in 2019–2021.

July 2022 was
one of the three
HOTTEST JULYs
ON RECORD

The Supreme Court on Tuesday said
it was examining “as to what
extent a debate can be generated”

to address the issue of freebies being
announced by political parties at the
expense of the economy. A bench headed
by Chief Justice of India N V Ramana orally
remarked that “all political parties are one
sided including BJP” on the subject of
freebies and every party wants to
announce freebies. “That is the reason why
a neutral platform” can look into the issue,
the bench remarked even as it clarified it
is “not against any policy or (welfare)
scheme” of any government. Reiterating
that nobody can deny that the issue of
freebies by political parties is a “serious
issue”, SC said there was a need to “bal-
ance things” in the interest of welfare of
people and economy of the country.

Responding to a few political parties,
including DMK and AAP, which had
observed that the court should refrain
from venturing into the issue, the CJI
remarked, “Let us suppose tomorrow the
Centre or a state government comes up
with a law on the subject (of freebies). Will
it then be argued that the said law will not
be open to judicial scrutiny?”

Political parties are on one side
on freebies: Supreme Court

J
ames Cameron‘s
‘Avatar’ is coming
back to theatres
worldwide on

September 23 in remastered
4K High Dynamic Range for-
mat, Disney and 20th
Century have announced.
The epic sci-fi film’s re-
release comes three months
before the arrival of its
much anticipated sequel
'Avatar: The Way of Water'
on December 16. Starring
Sam Worthington and Zoe
Saldana, ‘Avatar’ will be
available for a “two week
limited engagement”.

Cameron’s ‘Avatar’ became the
top-grossing film of all time at
the worldwide box office with
more than $2.8 billion in rev-
enues. It was nominated for nine
Academy Awards, including best
picture and best director, and
won three Oscars, for best cine-

matography, production design
and visual effects. In 2010, a
special extended theatrical re-
release of ‘Avatar’ exclusively in
3D theatres and IMAX 3D fetched
$ 44 million worldwide. Early last
year, the re-release of the movie
in China raised $ 57.7 million.

AVATAR TO RE-RELEASE IN
THEATRES ON SEPTEMBER 23

N ASA's James Webb Space 
Telescope has captured new
stunning images of Jupiter

that will give scientists even more
clues to the planet's inner life. With
giant storms, powerful winds, auro-
ras, and extreme temperature and
pressure conditions, Jupiter has a
lot going on. In the standalone view
of Jupiter, created from a compos-
ite of several images from Webb,
auroras extend to high altitudes above both the northern and
southern poles of Jupiter. The auroras shine in a filter that is
mapped to redder colours, which also highlights light reflected
from lower clouds and upper hazes, NASA said in a statement.
The Great Red Spot, a famous storm so big it could swallow
Earth, appears white in these views, as do other clouds, because
they are reflecting a lot of sunlight.

Webb telescope captures Jupiter's
faint rings, Great Red Spot, auroras

F
ormer German
chancellor Angela
Merkel has been
awarded the 2022

UNESCO Peace Prize for "her
efforts to welcome refugees".
"All the members of the jury
were touched by her coura-
geous decision in 2015 to wel-
come more than 1.2 million
refugees, notably from Syria,
Iraq, Afghanistan and Eritrea.
This is the legacy she leaves,"
jury president and 2018 Nobel
Peace Prize winner Denis
Mukwege said.

 The honour, which is official-
ly called Felix Houphouet-
Boigny-UNESCO Peace Prize,
is named after the former
president of Ivory Coast
 It has been awarded each year
since 1989 to individuals, organi-
sations or institutions that have
made a special effort to pro-
mote, research or secure peace

JOE ROOT PRAISES BEN
STOKES FOR BEING OPEN
ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH

E
ngland Test captain Ben Stokes set
an example and showed great leader-
ship by opening up about his strug-
gles with mental health, former skip-

per Joe Root said on Tuesday. Stokes kept the
dialogue on mental health going as the all-round-
er revealed he was still on anxiety medication
after returning from a six-month break to focus
on his well-being. He said earlier on Tuesday that
he had also feared he might not play again after
taking the break last year.

It's quite powerful for people
to see that sometimes it's OK

not to be OK. It shows great lead-
ership to put yourself out there and
express some of the difficulties
he's gone through. It's very brave
to lay himself as bare as he has
done. It's very powerful for anyone
watching to see someone who at
times looks superhuman and can do
things that other players can't do
Joe Roots

Angela Merkel wins UNESCO Peace
Prize for 'efforts to welcome refugees'



1. For which purpose has
the Manthan platform
been launched by the
Government of India?
A. R&D Collaboration

B. Quality Assurance

C. Supply Chain Management

D. Artificial Intelligence

2. Who has been appointed
as the new executive

secretary of UNFCCC?
A. Jeff Bezos

B. Larry Page

C. Simon Stiell

D. Oprah Winfrey

3. What is the name of
the national campaign
launched to focus on the
development of children
in the first two years?
A. Paalan 100

B. Paalan 1000

C. KidCamp 1000

D. Child 1000

HOW WELL DO YOU READ THE TOI
STUDENT EDITION,
LET’S FIND OUT:

WHO OF THE
FOLLOWING
ENVISIONS A
SELF-SUSTAINING
CITY ON MARS IN
20 YEARS?
a. Elon Musk
b. Jeff Bezos
c. Richard Branson
d. Robert T Bigelow

SUMIT ANTIL 

Sumit Antil broke his world
record in the F64 javelin throw at
the fourth Indian Open National Para Athletics Championship
2022 in Bengaluru on Friday. He bettered his throw of
68.55m at the Tokyo Paralympics and won gold in the
process throwing 68.62m in his third attempt.

SPORTSMAN
OF THE WEEK

Everything you need to know about all that matters...

This map is simply a mere graphic representation and does not tally to the point

PICTURE
OF THE WEEK

NASA's next-generation moon

rocket, the Space Launch

System (SLS) Artemis 1 rocket

with its Orion crew capsule

rolls to launch pad 39B at the

Kennedy Space Center in Cape

Canaveral, Florida, August 17

LATEST LUNAR MISSION

London, UK: Russia has
no moral right to sit at
the Group of 20 nations
while it presses on with
its invasion of Ukraine, a
spokesperson for
Britain's foreign ministry
said on Aug 19. "Russia
has no moral right to sit
at the G20 while its
aggression in Ukraine
persists," the
spokesperson said.

Indonesia will host the
summit in November this
year. REUTERS

02 “Let’s go invent tomorrow instead of worrying about what
happened yesterday.” 

Steve Jobs
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022

Washington, USA: A
new study by
researchers from the
Harvard University
suggests that the
rate of climate
change may play just
as large a role in
speeding up
evolution. The study
focuses on reptile evolution across 57 mn years -
before, during and after the mass extinction at the
end of the Permian Period. AGENCIES

4 LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS BACK
CASTILLO AMIDST PERU’S POL CRISIS
Lima, Peru: The governments
of Mexico, Argentina, Ecuador
and Bolivia on Aug 20 backed
the continuation of Pedro
Castillo's presidency in Peru,
where he is facing several
criminal investigations and
constant threats of
impeachment. "We reiterate
our solidarity with the
legitimately elected
authorities," the countries said
in a joint statement. "We trust
that all (Peruvian) political
actors will prioritise building
broad consensus." REUTERS

(file photo) Peru's
president Pedro
Castillo ahead of

delivering his
Independence
Day address to

the nation,
outside the

Legislative Palace
in Lima, Peru

INDIAN-ORIGIN SCIENTIST JOINS
NASA'S ARTEMIS I MISSION 

Florida, USA: Amit Pandey,
who hails from Uttarakhand, is
all set to join Nasa's new moon
programme Artemis I as a
senior scientist. "Nasa is
currently undertaking a long-
term lunar programme to
enable astronauts to live and conduct research on the
moon," Pandey, who works at Lockheed Martin, Nasa's

contractor for this mission, said. AGENCIES

PAK PM SHEHBAZ SHARIF SEEKS
'PERMANENT PEACE' WITH INDIA
New Delhi, India: 'We want
permanent peace with India
through dialogue', Pakistan's
PM Shehbaz Sharif said. The
prime minister was talking
to a group of students from
Harvard University when he
mentioned that 'war is not an option' for either
India or Pakistan. Notably, the PM also added a
hint of the Kashmir controversy, wherein he
mentioned that sustainable peace in South Asia
was linked to the resolution of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK). REUTERS

Paris, France: Tourists
are back in the French
capital, and for the
riverside booksellers -
known as "bouquinistes"
in France - it's the end of
fears that the COVID-19
pandemic might spell the
end of a business that
dates back to the 16th
century. REUTERS

Tokyo, Japan:
Japanese
astronomers have
claimed asteroids
to be the first ever
source of water and
organic matter on
Earth. The discovery comes after tests were run on the
Ryugu asteroid's samples which were delivered back to
Earth by Japan's Hayabusa2 spacecraft. AGENCIES

EARTH'S WATER CAME FROM ASTEROIDS,
CLAIM JAPANESE ASTRONOMERS

Cairo, Egypt: In a unique
move, Egypt Post on Aug
18 released a
commemorative postage
stamp to celebrate 75
years of diplomatic
relations between Egypt

and India that were established with Egypt's recognition
of the independence of India on 18 August 1947, just
three days after India's independence. AGENCIES

EGYPT RELEASES POSTAGE STAMP
CELEBRATING 75 YRS OF TIES WITH INDIA

PTI
New Delhi, India: 31
deaths were reported
on Aug 20 as heavy rain
pounded several states,
including Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Odisha and
Uttarakhand, triggering
flash floods and
landslides. PTI

New Delhi, India: Pilots of
an aircraft of Ethiopian
Airlines fell asleep mid-air
and missed landing at
Ethiopia's capital Addis
Ababa. The pilots were
later suspended pending an
investigation. The incident
took place on Aug 15 when
the aircraft was flying from
Sudan's Khartoum and was
supposed to land at Bole Airport
in Addis Ababa. AGENCIES

ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES PILOTS FALL
ASLEEP ON FLIGHT, MISS LANDING

 At least 22 people were killed in
Himachal Pradesh, as heavy rain since last
week caused landslides and flash floods.

 In Uttarakhand, four people were
killed and 10 went missing following a
series of cloudbursts. 

New Delhi, India: External affairs
minister S. Jaishankar has said
only countries that have mindsets
"built around spheres of
influence" and are
"uncomfortable" with democratic
thoughts will oppose the concept
of a rules-based order in the Indo-
Pacific, indirectly taunting China.
Jaishankar is currently on a two-
day visit to Thailand for the 9th
Meeting of the India-Thailand
Joint Commission (JCM). AGENCIES

INDIA SAYS QUAD IS 'MOST PROMINENT'
PLATFORM

Ans: A. ELON MUSK

1. A. R&D Collaboration 22.. CC..  SSiimmoonn  SSttiieellll

3. B. Paalan 1000

A N S W E R S

Rome, Italy: This Italian farm sits 8 metres under the
ocean. It's called Nemo's Garden and was created by the
Ocean Reef Group. The underwater farm began in 2013
when the owner's crops were having trouble in the cold
weather, above ground. The consistent temperature of the
ocean helps to keep the plants in Nemo's Garden healthy
and stable. AGENCIES

BRITAIN SAYS RUSSIA HAS NO MORAL
RIGHT TO SIT AT G20
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HEAVY RAIN WREAKS HAVOC IN STATES; FLASH
FLOODS, LANDSLIDES CAUSE MASSIVE LOSSES

WEIRD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK

THE LILLIPUT EFFECT

 The smaller reptiles were basically being forced by
natural selection to stay the same, while during
that same period of time, the large reptiles
were forced by natural selection 'to change
right away or go extinct.'

9 biospheres are in action at Nemo's Garden and 600+
crops are growing." Mandarins, cacao plants, and

microgreens are included in the large selection of crops

FARMING 8 METRES UNDER THE OCEAN!

EXTREME CLIMATE SHIFTS MAY HAVE
HELPED DRIVE REPTILE EVOLUTION

PARIS FLOODED WITH TOURISTS,
ONCE AGAIN 

 There are even 18 new riverside booksellers along the
roughly 3-kilometre stretch of river embankment.  The
coveted bookseller spots are allocated for five-year
periods by the city council. 
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Shehbaz Sharif

S. Jaishankar

WONDERS OF 
SCIENCE

OVER THE
MOON

Russian president Putin
will attend G20 summit,

scheduled to take place in
November in Indonesia

Amit Pandey is all set to
join Nasa's new moon
programme Artemis

Ph
ot

o:
 R

EU
TE

RS


	25NIE-Page-1
	25NIE-Page-2

