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Ukraine’s ‘European dream’
SET TO BE FULFILLED

WHAT ABOUT RUSSIA
 Russian President Vladimir Putin said on
Friday that he hhad nno oobjections tto UUkraine
joining tthe EEuropean UUnion
 Moscow has railed against Ukraine's
attempts to join the NATO military alliance for
years, with the issue becoming a major stand-
off between Russia and the West
 Before he ordered thousands of troops into
Ukraine in late February, Putin had sought
legal guarantees from the US that Ukraine
would not be admitted to the military alliance

WHAT NEXT?
 Ukraine could now be added to
the list of countries vying for EU
membership as early as next week,
when member state leaders meet
at their Brussels summit
 All 27 EU leaders will have to
agree to the candidacy, but the
heads of the EU’s biggest members
— France, Germany and Italy —
already gave their full-throated
support to the idea recently

E
urope sent a powerful symbol of solidarity with Ukraine on Friday,
when Brussels backed Kyiv's bid for EU candidate status, even as
Russia shelled frontline Ukrainian cities and cut back gas supplies
to the West. The European Commission recommended on Friday
that the EU designate Ukraine and Moldova as candidates for

membership, with a third former Soviet republic, Georgia, being asked to meet
certain conditions before being granted the same status.

Why has Ukraine been important
for both the EU and Russia?

O
lympic champion Neeraj Chopra clinched his first
top podium finish of the season by winning the
javelin throw event at the Kuortane Games in
Finland, beating reigning world champion Anderson

Peters of Grenada for the second time in four days, on
Saturday.

 Chopra had made a spectacular return to competition
after his historic gold in the Tokyo Olympics with a stunning
throw of 89.30m shattering his own national record, which
placed him second in a star-studded field at the Paavo Nurmi
Games in Turku, Finland, on Tuesday
 Chopra's first competitive event after just over 10 months
was nothing short of extraordinary as he nearly touched the
coveted 90m mark, considered the gold standard in the
world of javelin throw
 Chopra's earlier national record was 88.07m, which he
had set in Patiala in March last year. He had won the Tokyo
Olympics gold with a throw of 87.58m on August 7, 2021

Neeraj Chopra
wins gold at

Kuortane Games

1 Ukraine’s geographic proximity to
Russia has always made it a
potentially viable ally for the

West

2Ukraine is significant for the EU  in
terms of political stability, securi-
ty, and energy-related matters

3Of the EU’s Eastern neighbours,
Ukraine is the country with the
second-largest joint border with

the EU at over 1,300 kilometres

4The potential for greater economic
ties and trade links between the
EU and Ukraine is significant.

Ukraine offers a market of 45 million
consumers, and 70 per cent of its arable
land is made up of some of the most fer-
tile soil in Europe.

5Despite Russia’s attempts to redi-
rect its gas supply to the EU
through the Belarusian gas transit

system and Nord Stream pipeline,
Ukraine remains the most important
transit country for Russian gas going to
the EU.

6Ukraine also offers energy
resources that the EU needs. It is
one of the biggest producers of

electricity in Europe.

Internally, Ukraine has been
extremely divisive over the kind of
foreign policy that it should follow,
with some preferring to align them-
selves with Russia than with the EU
and the West. Culturally, there are
significant similarities between
Russia and Ukraine, which might
serve as a reason for Russia’s con-
sistent and constantly resurfacing
interest in Ukraine.

ON  FEB 28, 2022, SHORTLY
AFTER IT WAS INVADED BY
RUSSIA, UKRAINE APPLIED FOR
MEMBERSHIP OF THE EU.
UKRAINIAN PREZ VOLODYMYR
ZELENSKY REQUESTED 
IMMEDIATE ADMISSION UNDER
A “NEW SPECIAL PROCEDURE”

Yoga should be included in school curriculum:
Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan

Union education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan has urged NCERT to include
yoga from early childhood care and

education (ECCE) to class XII. Addressing the
National Yoga Olympiad in New Delhi recent-
ly,  the minister said that yoga is an integral
part of health, wellness and physical educa-
tion. "While we are in the process of develop-
ing the National Curriculum Framework
(NCF), we must prioritise yoga right from
ECCE to class XII level," he said. The minister
suggested the NCERT to include the ancient
wisdom of Yoga in the curriculum. "NCERT
should conduct yoga olympiads at the
school, block, district and state levels," the
minister added.

Yoga has served
humanity in alle-
viating sufferings

and building resilience,
especially during the
post-Covid era. Yoga is
uniting the world in the
pursuit of good health
and wellness. The
National Educational
Policy 2020 lays special
emphasis on the physical and emotional well-being of
both students and teachers. Sports-integrated learning
will inculcate sportsman spirit and help stu-
dents adopt fitness as a life-long attitude

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

Now mute, message participants 
in WhatsApp group voice call

Meta-owned WhatsApp has introduced new features for group voice calls,
like muting and messaging participants along with banner notifications
while in a group call. Now, when someone joins a group voice call and is
offscreen, you will see a banner notification saying, ‘X joined the call’.

"This way, you will know when a new person joins and who they are, even if you
are on a big call and the person is not one of the names fixed on your screen,"
said the company. The users can now mute others on a group voice call. The fea-
ture will avoid listening to accidental background chatter while the users try to
hear something another person is saying. "You will also have the ability to mes-
sage other participants while in a group call. So, if you need to quickly message
just one person in the group, you can now seamlessly do so without missing out on
the conversation," said WhatsApp.

 WhatsApp recently introduced the ability to have
large group calls with up to 32 people

 The updated version of WhatsApp also included a
redesigned interface with a social audio layout, speak-
er highlight and waveforms

 WhatsApp last month allowed groups on the plat-
form to accommodate 512 people in a chat, to whom
they can send files as heavy as 2GB with end-to-end
encryption, and react to their messages with emojis

India's securi-
ty canvas is

vast, complex
and multi-faceted. Our
active borders and
equally challenging
internal security
threats mandate a
very high level of operational preparedness.
Transformational reforms is underway in the
Armed Forces in the human resources manage-
ment and other domains, such as capability
development, with focus on 'Atmanirbharta'
(self-reliance). Harnessing and leveraging tech-
nology is no longer an option but an
essential mission mandate
MMaannoojj PPaannddee,, AArrmmyy CChhiieeff GGeenneerraall

Meta to let you purchase your
avatar’s outfit through online store

T ech giant Meta, formerly
called Facebook, has
announced that it is

launching a digital clothing store
—Avatars Store that will let users
purchase outfits for their avatar.
In a Facebook post, CEO Mark
Zuckerberg said launching 'Avatars
Store' on Facebook, Instagram and
Messenger so that users can buy
digital clothes to style their
avatars. "Digital goods will
be an important way to
express yourself in the
metaverse and a big driv-
er of the creative econo-
my. I am excited to add
more brands and bring this
to virtual reality (VR) soon
too," Zuckerberg added.

Recently, Meta has added parental
controls to all Quest VR headsets

that will allow parents to keep a
tab on underage users' screen
time and receive approval
requests for purchases. The
company said it is beginning to

roll out parental supervision
tools to all Quest headsets

The
online store will

begin rolling out next
week in selected countries

and will initially offer digital
outfits from Balenciaga, Prada
and Thom Browne. The tech

giant has not revealed
any pricing infor-

mation 
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Queries relating to
language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get

stuck with words when
writing a letter, an essay

or a blog? Do you have a
fear of public speaking?

Or do you simply want to
improve your communica-

tion skills? Times NIE is
here to help you to
master the intricacies
of the English lan-
guage. Just shoot us
your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

F
inding yourself travelling
in a foreign country be-
fore feeling completely
comfortable in their lan-
guage can feel daunting.

Getting by while travelling without
communicating is nearly impossi-

ble. From reading street signs to ask-
ing for directions, ordering in a
restaurant or making purchases
from local stores, you will have to
communicate at some point during
your trip in order to have a com-
fortable stay.

Follow our tips on how to
travel and learn a language at
the same time: 

1Immerse yourself fully: Lin-
guists recommend complete im-
mersion in a foreign language

because there is truly no better re-

placement for the experience. You
may not know your full potential
when it comes to learning and speak-
ing a foreign language until you are
forced to do it. 

2Imitate accent and tones: The
advantage of being around na-
tive speakers of the language

you are learning is that you will be
able to mimic their attitudes and
tones. To learn a language while
travelling, keep an app or language
dictionary handy to look up new
words and phrases. Once you learn
a new word, be sure to listen care-

fully to how native speakers sound
when using the word. Then, you can
try to imitate it.

3Be curious: Read
articles and books
in the language on

subjects you’re in-
terested in (e.g. a

famous museum or
a favourite
sport.). This will
help you make

c o nve r s a t i o n .
Other fun ways
to improve your

language skills
include reading
blogs, listening
to podcasts and

watching videos with subtitles in
the original language.

4Get out and meet people: Go
to social events (like parties or
student meetings) and make

new friends in the language. Or try
and set up a language exchange with
a native speaker for a couple of
hours a week – it’s the perfect way
to practise.

5Overcome the fear of mis-
takes: Learning a new language
while you are travelling can be

tough and you will no doubt hit a few
plateaus, so be sure to motivate your-
self by reflecting often on how much
much you’ve learnt and the interac-
tions you’ve had where you have been
able to get closer to people.

AVANT-GARDE
A French term that means “advance
guard.” It’s a term that can be applied
to artists and artworks as well as art
movements as a whole. It is usually a
stand-in phrase for art that is experi-
mental, unusual, and forward-thinking.

BRUSHWORK
There is a variety of brush techniques
artists have used and evolved over
the centuries in order to handle and
apply paint – scumbling, dragging,
and stippling among others. It also
refers to the size, shape and texture
of the strokes.

MIXED MEDIA
An artwork in which more than one
medium or material has been incorpo-
rated is described as mixed media.
Assemblage and collage are popular
mixed media art forms.

TEXTURE
In painting, there are so many

ways texture can and has
been manipulated.

Historic European artists
created paintings with
glassy, texture-less sur-

faces. Modern painters embraced tex-
ture, whether allowing paint to seep
into a surface or build up onto it.
Impasto is the process or technique of
thickly applying paint to a surface.

STILL LIFE 
A painting or other two-dimensional
work in which the subject matter is
an arrangement of objects – fruit,
flowers, tableware, pottery, and so
forth, brought together for their
pleasing contrasts of shape, colour, 
and texture.

SURREALISM
A painting style of the early 20th cen-
tury that emphasised imagery and
visions from dreams and fantasies, as
well as an intuitive, spontaneous
method of recording such imagery,
often combining unrelated or unexpect-
ed objects in compositions.

PERFORMANCE ART
Art in which there is no concrete
object, but rather a series of events
performed by the artist in front of an
audience, possibly including music,
recitation, audio-visual presentations,
or other elements.

1 Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero
Tolerance Approach to Punctuation
By Lynne Truss
In ‘Eats, Shoots & Leaves’, former editor
Lynne Truss, gravely concerned about our
current grammatical state, boldly defends
proper punctuation. She proclaims, in her
delightfully urbane, witty, and very English

way, that it is time to look at our commas and semicolons and
see them as the wonderful and necessary things they are. 

2. In Other Words: A Language
Lover’s Guide to the Most 
Intriguing Words Around the World
By C.J. Moore
A unique collection of “untranslatable” and
culturally-bound words from around the world. After all, what
other word is there for the barefaced gutsy presumption en-
capsulated by the Yiddish word chutzpah?

3. Why You Say It by Webb Garrison
As one can probably ascertain from the title,
the book explores the unusual (if not outright
unexpected) origins of various English id-
ioms. Over 600 figurative phrases — some
widespread, some rare — come alive through
Webb Garrison’s fascinating research. 

4. Don’t sleep, There
Are Snakes by
Daniel L Everett

Travel deep inside
the Amazon rain-
forest and learn all
about some indige-
nous peoples and how they com-
municate. Piraha exists as a near-
ly autonomous, unique linguistic
entity separate from all others,

therefore providing a largely undis-
turbed look at how language and
thought interact. And, of course, in-

fluence one another.

5. Literally, The Best Language
Book Ever by Paul Yeager
For the more conservative linguistics

buff out there, this one distills humour
from extremely common grammar and

spelling mistakes; and educates readers look-
ing for advice on polishing their writing. 

V
eerrbbaall iirroonnyy is a figure of
speech that communi-
cates the opposite of
what is said, while sar-
casm is a form of irony

that is directed at a person, with
the intent to criticise. Irony is a lit-

erary device in which contradictory
statements or situations

reveal a reality that is different
from what appears to be true.

To understand this better, imagine
a situation where a person who speaks
a lot, is silent when he is asked a
question. This is an example of irony.

SSaarrccaassmm,, on the other hand, is a
conversational device characterised by
saying the opposite of what one means.
Sarcasm comes from the Greek
“sarkázein,” meaning to “tear
flesh” and indeed, sarcasm
is deployed in a mocking,
sneering, and often
witty tone. This means
it can be self-depre-
cating, with the
speaker mocking
themselves; or
aimed at someone
else, in a teasing
manner.

B
eing able to start a
meaningful conversa-
tion is an important
skill that you can use to
build and strengthen re-

lationships. When you meet some-
one for the first time, you can make
specific word choices to create a
positive first impression.

1Show your interest in the
person you’re talking to.
People just love to talk about

themselves, so to break the ice, let
them talk. Listen carefully, and try
to look interested in what the oth-
er person says.

2Let the other person explain
things you don’t know. If the
person you’re talking to mentions

something new to you, ask him or her
to explain that thing in detail to you
so that your conversation lasts longer.

3Share your experience. If the
other person mentions something
familiar to you or you’ve also gone

through the same situation, don’t hes-
itate to share your experience. This
way you two will become closer.

4Be clued in: You may not like
reading much, but talking about
something in news or trending

is a useful way to revive a conversa-

tion that has come to an un-
comfortable silence.

5Give a compliment:
Complimenting some-
one whom you have met

for the first time can lead to
an ongoing and pleasant
conversation. You can pick
anything about the person
you like and say something
nice about them.

6Ask an opinion: To
start a conversation
with someone you

do not know, you can ask
someone’s opinion on a

particular topic. When you give im-
portance to the opinions of others,
you can showcase your willingness
to talk to that person.

7Learn from the best. Watch fa-
mous conversationalists on the
TV, or follow their channels on

the Internet. You’ll learn how to ask
questions, which questions to ask,
how to use pauses, and which jokes
are appropriate.

8Make an observation. The en-
vironment in which you live or
work can provide ample oppor-

tunities to start a conversation. For
example, you can comment on the
building, artwork or temperature.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

IRONY VS 
SARCASM

WORD GETS AROUND

PORE OVERMANNER OF SPEAKING

LEARN A
LANGUAGE

ON YOUR
NEXT 
TRIP

WORD GETS AROUND

Remember these letters. They’ll
come in very handy when you’re
making small talk.
 FF--aammiillyy::  Who all are there in
your family? Have you been
living here for a long time? What
do you like most about this city?
 OO--ccccuuppaattiioonn::  What do you do
for a living? What are you
currently working on? What is
the most difficult part of your
profession?
 RR--eeccrreeaattiioonn::  What do you do in
your free time? How did you get
so fit? How long have you
been playing tennis?
 DD--rreeaammss::  What is your

biggest dream? What
have you always
wanted to do?BREAK THE ICE

USE THE F.O.R.D.
TECHNIQUE.

1. Buenos días = Good morning
2. Buenas tardes = Good
afternoon
3. Buenas noches = Good
evening
4. Estoy
bien,
gracias =
I’m well
thank
you
5. Mucho
gusto = Nice
to meet you
6. Yo no comprendo = I do not
understand
7. Te extraño = I miss you

SPANISH PHRASES
FOR BEGINNERS:

Must reads for
language lovers

Be a cool conversationalist with the help of the following tips

Impressionism
developed in France

in the 19th century and is
based on the practice of
painting out of doors and

spontaneously ‘on the spot’
rather than in a studio. Main
impressionist subjects were

landscapes and scenes
of everyday life

WORDS TO MAKE YOU 8ART SMART


