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THE WORLD GOT LUCKY
WITH COVID: BILL GATES
M icrosoft co-founder and philan-

thropist Bill Gates has said that
the world got lucky that the
death rate per Covid-19 was 0.2

per cent. Addressing the TIME summit
recently, Gates said: "Given the toll of this
pandemic, 20 million dead globally, a million
in the US, it could have been way more fatal.
We just got lucky that the death rate per
case was like 0.2%."  We should not count on
similar luck during the next global pandemic,
he stressed. CCoonnssiiddeerriinngg hhooww ddeessttaabbiilliissiinngg
tthhee CCoovviidd-1199 ppaannddeemmiicc hhaass bbeeeenn,, iiff aannootthheerr
vviirruuss eemmeerrggeess wwiitthh ssiimmiillaarr vviirruulleennccee bbuutt aa
mmuucchh hhiigghheerr ffaattaalliittyy rraattee——ssaayy,, 55%%—— iitt ccoouulldd
bbee ssoocciieettyy eennddiinngg,, hhee wwaarrnneedd. Warning of yet
another pandemic, the philanthropist said,
"The chance of another pandemic in the next
20 years, either natural or intentional, is
over 50%." However, the Covid-19 pandemic
has created a unique opportunity to prevent
another pandemic from ever happening
again—but only if the world is willing to make
key investments, he added.

ON HHOW TTO IIMPROVE GGLOBAL DDISEASE MMONITORING:
There's an urgent need to create a global epidemic

response and mobilisation team, comprising 3,000
infectious disease experts. It should be managed by the
World Health Organisation. Among other activities, the
group would help to lead disease-outbreak drills in
countries to test their preparedness. Funding such a
team would cost roughly a billion dollars a year. But
given the societal cost of Covid-19, that’s a bargain, if
it means heading off another pandemic

ON WWHAT NNEEDS TTO BBE DDONE: Improve technology, including vac-
cines, therapeutics, and diagnostics; build up health systems;
and improve global monitoring of diseases.  These changes are
necessary in both wealthy and poor countries, to ensure that
scientists everywhere have the resources they need to raise red
flags about burgeoning outbreaks, and to get them under control
within just 100 days

Deloitte report says
that with climate
action, India’s GDP
would grow by an
average of 1 per
cent per year up to
2070. In 2070, this
would equate to a
GDP growth of 8.5
per cent and a gain
in economic output
of about US$4 
trillion

FACTOID

Y
oung Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa emerged
winner in the Norway Chess
Group A open chess tourna-

ment at Norway, with 7.5 points from
nine rounds. The 16-year old GM, the top-
seed, was in fine form and remained
unbeaten through the nine rounds. He
finished the tournament with a win over
fellow Indian V Praneeth, an
International Master.

The teenaged star has
been putting in impres-
sive performances in
recent times, and had
beaten world number one
Magnus Carlsen for a sec-
ond time in the Chessable
Master online event, and
lost a close final to
China's Ding Liren

Praggnanandhaa
wins title in Norway

chess open That's the price Indian economy would have to pay by 2070, if action
against climate change is not taken, claims a report by Deloitte.
Climate damage would put India’s position as a modern, global manu-
facturer and services-based economy at risk, it warns. The Deloitte
report shows that the five most-impacted industries in terms of eco-
nomic activity comprise more than 8800 ppeerr cceenntt ooff tthhee ccoouunnttrryy’’ss ccuurr-
rreenntt oouuttppuutt,, aanndd bbyy 22007700,, wwoouulldd eexxppeerriieennccee aann aavveerraaggee aannnnuuaall lloossss iinn
tthhee vvaalluuee aaddddeedd ttoo GGDDPP ooff mmoorree tthhaann UUSS$$11..55 ttrriilllliioonn ppeerr yyeeaarr.

$35 TRILLION
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Which sports event
involves the largest
catering operation in

Europe?

CLUE 1: Strawberries
and cream is a classic
dessert served at this
sports event

CLUE 2: It is the old-
est tournament of its
kind in the world

CLUE 3: It is compulso-
ry for all players to be
dressed in white 
clothing

Answer: WIMBLEDON. The
world's oldest tennis tourna-
ment will this year offer
record money of $50.5 mil-
lion, with men's and women's
singles champions each
receiving 2 million
pounds($2.5million). The
grass court major will be held
from June 27 to July 10

T
ech giant Google's
Cloud developer advo-
cate EEmmmmaa HHaarruukkaa IIwwaaoo
has beaten her own

record from three years ago for the
number of digits calculated for pi. In
2019, she was able to calculate pi to
its 31.4 trillionth digit, and now,
using the same Google Cloud y-
cruncher programme, Iwao was able
to find ppii ttoo iittss 110000 ttrriilllliioonntthh ddiiggiitt,,
wwhhiicchh iiss zzeerroo, reports The Verge.

Pi is a name given to the ratio
of the circumference of a circle
to the diameter. That means,
for any circle, you can divide
the circumference (the distance
around the circle) by the diame-
ter and always get exactly the
same number. 
It doesn't matter how big or

small the circle is, Pi remains
the same. Pi is often written
using the symbol  and is pro-
nounced ‘pie’, just like the
dessert.
Ancient civilisations knew
that there was a fixed ratio of
circumference to diameter that
was approximately equal to

three. The Greeks refined the
process, and Archimedes is
credited with the first theoreti-
cal calculation of Pi.
In 1761, Lambert proved that
Pi was irrational, that is, it
can't be written as a ratio of
integer numbers.
As Pi is known to be an irra-
tional number, it means that
the digits never end or repeat in
any known way. But calculating
the digits of Pi has proven to be
an fascination for mathemati-
cians throughout history. Some
spent their lives calculating the
digits of Pi, but until computers,
less than 1,000 digits had been
calculated. 

(Maths.com)

During the first record-breaking
calculation, computers processed
about 19,000 TB (terabytes) of
data, as per the report. This time
around to calculate 100 trillion
digits, the computer processed
about 82,000 TB of data, it added

GOOGLE CLOUD EMPLOYEE CALCULATES
VALUE OF PI TO 100 TRILLION DIGITS

THE STORY OF PI

B
aidu's electric vehicle (EV) arm Jidu Auto has launched a ‘robot’ concept car,
the first vehicle to be revealed by a Chinese internet company. The concept
car, which is free of door handles and can be fully controlled via voice recog-
nition, was launched through an online press conference held on Baidu's

metaverse-themed app Xirang. The 'robot' EVs will possess autonomous Level 4 capabili-
ties that need no human intervention as well as utilise Qualcomm's 8295 chips, which will
enable users to access voice assistance offline when internet connection is poor. Besides
equipping the vehicle with autonomous driving software technology powered by Baidu,
Jidu will also build two lidars and 12 cameras alongside the car. Lidars are detection sys-
tems, similar to radars, which use pulsed laser light rather than radio waves. Jidu, an EV
venture controlled by Baidu and co-funded by Chinese automaker Geely, plans to mass
produce the model, which would be 90% similar to the concept car, in 2023.

Jidu's first model 
will be priced above
200,000 Yuan
($29,914.59),
Baidu chief
executive Robin
Li said

FIRST 'ROBOT' CONCEPT CAR UNVEILED

UNGA adopts resolution on
multilingualism, mentions

Hindi language for first time

I n a significant initiative, the United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA) has adopted an India-sponsored resolu-
tion on multilingualism that mentions the Hindi language

for the first time. The resolution passed on Friday encour-
ages the UN to continue disseminating important commu-
nications and messages in official as well as in non-official
languages, including in Hindi language. India has been part-
nering with the UN Department of Global Communications
(DGC) since 2018 by providing an extra-budgetary contribu-
tion to mainstream and consolidate news and multimedia
content in the Hindi language.

Arabic,
Chinese,
English, French,
Russian and Spanish are
the six official lan-
guages of the United
Nations; English and
French being the work-
ing languages of the
United Nations
Secretariat

As part of these efforts,
'Hindi @ UN' project was
launched in 2018 with an
objective to enhance the
public outreach of the
United Nations in the
Hindi language, and to
spread greater aware-
ness about global issues
among millions of Hindi-
speaking population
around the world
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s first 
inaugural address. 
TTaakkeeaawwaayy::  Inspire your audience. Roosevelt’s belief that the
“nation will endure as it has endured” spoke

directly to the hearts of a country
ready to have hope again.

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
“I Have a Dream” speech.
TTaakkeeaawwaayy:: Give your audience a vision to embrace. Less

than a year later, the Civil Rights Act of
1964 was law. 

Neil Armstrong at the
first lunar landing.
TTaakkeeaawwaayy::  His statement, “The Eagle has landed,” became part
of the American vernacular. Sometimes, simple does the trick.

Armstrong didn’t need hyperbole to
encapsulate the gravity of this

iconic moment in space history.

Muhammad Ali “I am the greatest”
proclamation.
TTaakkeeaawwaayy::  Don’t be afraid to be loud, boisterous, and proud

— as long as you can back it up.

Malala Yousafzai
addresses the United

Nations. 
TTaakkeeaawwaayy:: She said: “They thought that the bullets would silence us.

But they failed. And then, out of that silence came thousands of voic-
es.” Her speech made it clear that defiance

in the face of injustice is a
powerful strategy. She

did not allow circum-
stances to weaken
her, rather, she
used them to
emerge even
stronger.

C
onsider this the evolution of
ordering cassette tapes to
learn a language. Podcast-
ing is a booming trend in the
field of language learning

and the reasons for it are plenty…
Free of Cost: Probably the best

thing about podcasts is that all the
benefits and content they bring to
your ears is absolutely free of charge
at all times. 

Accessible all the time: The fact
that you have your phone with you
24/7 means listening to a podcast is
incredibly easy. Whether you are wait-
ing for a bus, lying in bed in the
evening, or going for a walk, you can
access great language inputs with just
a couple of taps on your phone.

No pressure: Podcasts don’t have

to feel like hard work as you’re lis-
tening to them. They also don’t re-
quire you to tax your mental capac-
ity too much by memorising words
or answering questions. There is no
need to plan ahead, you don’t need to
have a speaking partner, just put your
headphones in, press play, and enjoy
the show. 

Listening is learning: In case of
learning a foreign language, podcasts
give the opportunity to listen to your
new language being spoken. As you
listen, you learn correct pronuncia-
tion. You might have thought that pod-
casts are only good for improving
your listening skills. After all, “lis-
tening” is what you do to a podcast,
right? But it might surprise you to
find out that podcasts can also help

improve your speak-
ing skills. One study
of students learning
Mandarin found how
podcasts improved
speaking test
scores. 

Cultural
a p p r e c i a -
tion: While
the majority of
these pod-
casts are
aimed at na-
tive speakers of
the language,
there is an in-
c r e a s i n g
amount of pod-
casts aimed at

language learners. These podcasts
will often be spoken at a slower speed,
using less complicated vocabulary.
Many will come with transcripts, so
you can follow along. Podcasts that
feature native speakers help students
improve their listening skills and gain
cultural knowledge.

N
icknamed the “Little
Provence” of Italy, Sanc-
to Lucio de Coum-
boscuro is an isolated
town in almost every

way. Located near the border between
the Piedmont region of Italy and
France, visitors must either fly into
Turin, take a train and then a bus,

or drive south from Provence
to get there.

Those who make the
trip here would be forgiven
for wondering if they are in
the right country, particu-
larly when the locals say
goodbye with the unknown
“arveire” instead of “ar-
rivederci”. 

The official language
of the Coumboscuro is
Provençal, an ancient Neo-

Latin medieval dialect of Occitan,
the language spoken in the Occitanie
region of France.

Electricity often goes out for
weeks during the winter, while in-
ternet connection here is minimal. 

But the town’s tranquil moun-
tain meadows and bright pur-
ple lavender fields are ideal
for visitors seeking an un-
plugged retreat, as are the
stunning views from its
alpine peaks, stretching all the
way to the Côte d’Azur.

The area of the Piedmont region
where Coumboscuro is located
passed between Italian and French
rule several times in history, which
goes some way to explaining why the
locals feel neither Italian nor French,
just Provençal.

— Thewingsofwisdom.com 

Queries relating
to language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do
you get stuck with words when writ-

ing a letter, an essay or a
blog? Do you have a fear

of public speaking? Or
do you simply want to

improve your communi-
cation skills? Times NIE is

here to help you to mas-
ter the intricacies of
the English language.
Just shoot us your
queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

1. EVERYDAY/EVERY DAY
“Everyday” (one word, no space) is an
adjective describing something that’s
very common, like an everyday occur-
rence. “Every day” (with the space) is an
adverbial phrase that means each day. 

2. ITS/IT’S
We’ve seen a lot of people write “it’s”
when they want to show possession. But
that’s the incorrect usage! It’s is a con-
traction, meaning a shorter or “con-
tracted” form of “it is” or “it has.”
(Example: It’s going to rain.) Its is a
possessive pronoun meaning, “belong-
ing to it,” or a “quality of it”.

3. LOSE/LOOSE
This is a pair of so-called “con-
fusables” that have only one
letter differentiating them —
that extra “o” in loose.
Just remember that
“loose” is almost
always used as an
adjective meaning
“not tight,” and
“lose” is a verb
meaning to suffer a
loss.

4.
YOUR/

YOU’RE
Here’s
another
one that auto-
correct often does-
n’t catch because
it’s spelled right
even if it’s grammat-

ically wrong. But be careful! “You’re” is
a contraction, only used to mean

“you are.” “Your” is a posses-
sive of “you,” used when

you want to show posses-
sion. Remember this:

You’re going to be just
fine if you watch your

grammar.

5. SINCE OR
FOR

You use “for”
if you don’t

have to
calculate
the period
of time,
because
the
amount

of time
is indicat-

ed in the sentence
already. (Example:
“I have lived here
for two months)

You use “since” if you have to calculate
the period of time, because you only
have the starting point. (Example: I have
lived here since 1975).

6. LESS VS FEWER
There’s a commonly repeated rule about
fewer and less. It goes like this: fewer is
used to refer to number among things
that are counted, as in “fewer choices”
and “fewer problems”; less is used to
refer to quantity or amount among
things that are measured, as in “less
time” and “less effort.” The use of less
to modify ordinary plural count nouns
(as in “made less mistakes”) is pretty
rare in writing and is usually better
avoided, though it does occur frequently
in speech.

MANNER OF SPEAKING

MIND YOUR LANGUAGE

WORDMAP

TECH TALK

PODCASTS, 
Whether it is reinforcing your existing language skills, using them

to pick up new grammar and vocabulary, or just wanting to
learn a new language; the podcast possibilities are endless

1Pick the right one: Podcasts
may target beginning,
intermediate or advanced

students. Selecting a podcast
that’s the right level for you will
help ensure the podcast helps you
grow without overwhelming you.

2Learn from peers: Following,
reading and listening to
podcast reviews from

previous language learners is also
a great strategy to help you locate
the best of the best when it comes
to pod-resources.

3Use for travel: When
travelling to a different
country, learning

simple expressions and
being able to understand
them in conversation is
important. There are
plenty of podcasts out
there that offer
shorter lessons for
ease of learning. 

4Take notes: If you
can, take notes
while you are
listening. This

isn’t a crucial
step, but
noting down
interesting
expressions
can be useful
if you’re
trying to also
build up your
own set of

vocabulary or
sentence

structures.

THE NEW
LANGUAGE TOOL

MOST COMMON
GRAMMAR GLITCHES

Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Srinagar, April 2003
TTaakkeeaawwaayy:: Vajpayee’s famous words,
“Insaaniyat ke daayre mein,” were part of a
large-hearted speech that changed diplomatic
givens in Kashmir. Vajpayee declared that “all
issues can be resolved through talks”.

HOW TO USE
LANGUAGE
PODCASTS

EFFICIENTLY

The Italian village that
doesn’t speak Italian

POWERFUL SPEAKING
LESSONS FROM THE WORLD’S

GREATEST ORATORS

Five terms that are trending
in educational terminology
at the moment

F
lipped Classroom: A flipped
classroom is a model of learn-
ing where students gain first ex-
posure to new material outside
of class, usually via reading or

lecture videos, and then use class time to
do the harder work of assimilating that
knowledge, perhaps, through problem-solv-
ing, discussion or debates. This is the re-
verse of the more common practice of in-
troducing new content at school, then as-
signing homework  to completed by the stu-
dents independently at home.

Growth Mindset:There are two main
mindsets we can navigate life with: growth
and fixed. Having a growth mindset is es-
sential for success. Students with a growth
mindset believe that they can improve
through hard work, thrive on challenge,
and see failure as an opportunity to do bet-
ter. For teachers, there are many ways you
can build a growth mindset.

Scaffolding: An instruction method
where a teacher models or offers supports
and then steps back to allow students to

try it on their own. For example, in teach-
ing a child to ride a bike, the training wheels
serve as one scaffold. The adult running
alongside the bike serves as another. This
process in education is also sometimes
called “I do. We do. You do.” In other words,
the teacher shows how something is done,
then the class practises together and fi-
nally, students work individually.

SEL: Social-Emotional Learning is
the process through which children and
adults acquire and effectively apply the

knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary
to understand and manage emotions, set
and achieve positive goals, feel and show
empathy for others and establish and main-
tain positive relationships.

METACOGNITION
Thinking about thinking, or reflecting
upon one’s learning experience. This

method of self-awareness helps students
learn how to reflect upon their learning

process. Metacognition can be done
through writing, reflection exercises, vlog-

ging, or even through meditation.

CLASSROOM CHATTER 
NEW LEXICON


