
03SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn
Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. It’s also a place
where you can think beyond the classroom.
Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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IF I  
A MONSTER

I
f I were a monster, I would
make friends with mothers
and scare their children so

they go to bed early. In return,
the mothers would give me
chocolates. I would save some
of these chocolates for the
children who are good!

If I were a monster, I would
help prevent deforestation. I
would take all the tools humans
use to chop down trees and
throw them into outer space. I
would plant entire forests with
my big strong arms.

If I were a monster, I would

help prevent pollution. I
would pick up
humans who throw
garbage on the
roads and rivers
and punish them. I would then
scare other humans with the
same fate if they litter the
earth.

If I were a monster I 
would help the police. I would
catch the thieves red-handed
and hand them over to the
police. 

I would be a good little
adorable monster.

T
his incident occurred when I
was in class VI. It was just
another ordinary day in school.

A class was going on and we were
busy studying. There wasn't any test
that day. So, as they say in student
language, "it was a good day".

The lunch break too came with
no hint of anything unusual. We all
had our lunch. Then suddenly, we
spotted something. Or somebody.
The thing, or whatever it was, was
walking just three meters ahead of
us. It was pale and dull. It looked
more like a corpse. 

We at that time believed in all
absurd things like aliens, zombies,
Godzilla, etc. We took that 'whatev-
er thing' to be a zom-
bie.  I realise now how
gullible we were!

We kept track of
that being and tried
to watch it at

close quarters. We started planning
on how to react if it attacked us. It
was best to keep a social distance
from it, we decided. 

Next day, during the short break
we went to the washroom and that
thing appeared right in front of us,
as if it had dropped from the sky!
We were terrified by its sudden
appearance and started screaming.
Slowly the thing turned its head,
and peeled it off! 

It was a mask! With the mask
off, we saw it was a  human! I-I..I
mean a student. We breathed in
relief and asked him why in the
world would he dress like that. He
replied that it was for the fancy

dress competition
to be held in two
days and he
wanted to show it
to the teacher. 

That triggered

another
alarm in us,
for we'd quite
forgotten that
we too had to
get busy
making our
costumes.
There was silence
in the air and then
we all let out a loud
guffaw. 

My friends and
I got our costumes
ready on time and the competition
went off well.  

But, what if there really was a
zombie in our school and we had got
the wrong guy!

SOM MUKHERJEE,
class IX, Marigold,
Sister Nivedita
School, Hyderabad

ISHANI PADHY, class II-E,
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavans
Public School, Hyderabad
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Q1:
Which Indian Grandmaster

won the Sunway Formentera

Open chess tournament?        

a) Raja Rithvik

b) Harshit Raja

c) Sankalp Gupta

d) D Gukesh

Q2:
Who has become the first

tennis player to beat both

Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic at

the same clay-court event?

a) Carlos Alcaraz

b) Alexander Zverev

c) Andrey Rublev

d) Stefanos Tsitsipas

Q3:
Who has been given the
award of the inaugural

Diamond Championship belt?
a) Cyril Thomas

b) Miguel Cotto

c) Manny Pacquiao

d) Bernard Hopkins

Q4:
Which female athlete has
the most Olympic gold

medals so far?
a) Birgit Fischer

b) Marit Bjørgen

c) Larisa Latynina

d) Jenny Thompson

Q5:
When did Cristiano

Ronaldo join Juventus

Football Club?         

a) 2017   b)   2018   c) 2019   d)   2016

Q6:
Which sport is Valentino
Rossi associated with?         

a) Swimming

b) Cycling

c) Motorcycle racing

d) Formula One

Q7:
When was the first FIFA
World Cup held?

a. 1930

b. 1925

c. 1934

d. 1818

Q8:
Which is the largest
football stadium in the

world?
a. Salt Lake Stadium

b. Rungrado Stadium

c. AT&T Stadium

d. Melbourne Cricket Ground

Q9:
Which Indian swimmer

holds the record for the

shortest time in 50m freestyle in

the 2018 Asian Games?          

a. Virdhawal Khade

b. Sajan Prakash

c. Srihari Natraj

d. Sandeep Sejwal

QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS:

1. d. D Gukesh   2. a. Carlos Alcaraz

3. c. Manny Pacquiao   4. c. Larisa Latynina

5. b. 2018   6 c. Motorcycle Racing

7. a. 1930   8. b. Rungrado Stadium

9. a. Virdhawal Khade
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Cristiano
Ronaldo

W
orld No. 9 Lakshya
Sen stormed into
the quarterfinals of

the Indonesia Masters 2022
after defeating Denmark’s
Rasmus Gemke in straight
games in Jakarta on Thurs-
day.

Playing on Court 2
against Gemke, Sen did not
have too much trouble, except
in the opening set where the
two players went toe-to-toe be-
fore Sen stepped up and took
the first game by 21-18.

In the second game,
Gemke took the lead at 11-10,
playing fierce cross-court ral-
lies before Sen once again re-
covered and moved forward
to seize the match 21-18, 21-15,
and march into the quarter-
finals of the Indonesia Mas-
ters 2022.

Later in the day, PV Sind-
hu will play against Gregoria
Mariska Tungjung for a spot
in the quarterfinals in the

women’s singles.
In the doubles, Ashwini

Ponnappa-Sumeeth Reddy
will take on second-seeds
Zheng Si Wei and Huang Ya
Qiong of China for a place in
the last eight. ANI

SEN EASES INTO QF AFTER
WIN OVER GEMKE IN
INDONESIA MASTERS

Lakshya Sen
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INDIA DEFEAT CAMBODIA

I
ndia grabbed all three points in
their first game of the AFC Asian
Cup Qualifiers 2023 as they com-
fortably defeated Cambodia by a
margin of 2-0 at the Vivekanand

Yuba Bharati Krirangan Stadium on
Wednesday. A brace from captain Sunil
Chhetri (14’, 59’) gave India the victory
for the night.

As soon as the referee blew the whis-
tle, with the crowd behind them the In-
dian National Team showed that they
were up to the task as they pressed the
Cambodia team high in their own half
and gave the opposition no time to
breathe.

The first shot on target for India
came in the second minute itself as
Roshan Singh tried to hit one into the
back of the net from long range.

DANGEROUS TACKLE
Akash Mishra tried to pile on the pres-
sure as he put on a beautiful shot in the
4th minute, but Cambodian goalkeeper
Hul Kimhuy was able to come forward

and collect it. India dominated the open-
ing stages but there was potential danger
as Sandesh Jhingan was cautioned for a
dangerous tackle. Cambodia created a
chance in the seventh minute. They at-
tacked down the left flank and the ball
was laid off on the edge of the box but
the shot from Orn Chanpolin was over
the bar.

India maintained possession and nev-
er looked in doubt after scoring the open-
ing goal. Chhetri had an opportunity to
get his second goal in the 22nd minute
when he found himself unmarked in the

box, but his header went off target.
The In the 41st minute, Akash Mishra

came up with a stupendous effort as he
cut in from the left and unleashed a swerv-
ing shot but it was parried away by the
goalkeeper.

THIRD TIME LUCKY

Right before the break though, Cambo-
dia got some hope to bring the game back
to level terms when they had a free-kick
on the edge of the box. The shot from Keo
Sokpheng was on target but easily saved
by Gurpreet Singh Sandhu.

In the 50th minute, Brandon put in a
cross towards Chhetri but again his head-
er was off target.

However, it was third time lucky for
the Indian skipper as in the 60th minute,
another cross came in, this time from the

left towards the far corner and Sunil
Chhetri leapt up to hit a pin-point head-
er towards the top right corner and into
the back of the net.

His second goal gave India the breath-
ing space they needed. ANI
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CHHETRI GIFTS VICTORY WITH THREE POINTS IN ASIAN CUP QUALIFIERS

B
elgium tore Poland apart to
win their Nations League
match 6-1 in Brussels on
Wednesday. Belgium lost their
opening game to neighbours
Netherlands but responded
with an increasingly dominant

performance and finished the game with five
goals in just over 30 minutes.

EARLY SETBACK
Belgium suffered another early setback on
Wednesday as the visitors took the lead after
28 minutes as star striker Robert Lewandows-
ki struck with his 22nd goal for club and coun-
try in 2022. The Bayern Munich attacker con-
trolled a pass from Piotr Zielinski in mid-air
and then poked it past the on-rushing Simon
Mignolet with the outside of his left boot. The
hosts levelled three minutes before half time.
Kevin de Bruyne cut through the Polish de-

fense. After
his drive
was parried,
T i m o t h y
C a s t a g n e
r o l l e d
the ball back
to Axel Witsel who
swerved a drive inside the
post. Belgium took the lead
after 59 minutes on the count-
er-attack. Captain Eden Hazard
found De Bruyne free in the box
and he slid a shot past Bartlomiej
Dragowski. Hazard, who struggled
with injury at Real Madrid this sea-
son and was an unused substitute
in the Champions League final, came
off after 66 minutes. “I am extreme-
ly happy that it could be important to
the team, especially after my season,”
he said.

STRUCTURE IN PLACE
Leandro Trossard replaced Hazard and scored
twice in seven minutes. Defender Leander Den-
doncker then struck his first international goal
from long range. Lois Openda, who came off the
bench to make his international debut with six
minutes left, rounded off the rout in added time.
“It was a match that will give us a lot to think
about, a lot of question marks in various parts
of our game plan and overall strategy, but also
a lesson on how to play against such teams,”
said Liewandowski. Belgium, who lost their
Group 4 opener to the Netherlands, sit second
behind their neighbours and ahead of Poland
on goal difference. “Nobody should be worried
about the future of Belgian football. We have
immense talent, but we have to be patient,” said
Martinez. “We finally have the structure in place.
The rest will follow, but the talent is definitely

there.” In the World Cup in Qatar in
November, Belgium were drawn
in a group with Canada, Mo-
rocco and the 2018 losing final-

ists Croatia. Poland face Mexico,
Saudi Arabia and Argentina. “I told
the players that they should use it as
a reminder of how opponents play

at the very highest levels in the world,” said
Poland coach Czeslaw Michniewicz. AGENCIES

Skipper Sunil Chhetri stepped up and slotted the penalty

into the left corner in the 14th minute to settle the nerves

and give India the lead

It brings extra emotion

when you lose against

your rivals so that was def-

initely a motivator tonight

Belgium coach

ROBERTO MARTINEZ

Sunil Chhetri
Photo: ANI

A trophy carries dust. Memories last forever.

Mary Lou Retton, American gymnast
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Leander

Dendoncker 

DOMINATE TO FINISH THE GAME WITH FIVE GOALS IN 30 MINUTES
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Axel Witsel
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Kevin de Bruyne


	Page-3
	Times-NIE-Web-Ed-JUNE 10-2022-Page4

