
03SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn
Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. It’s also a place
where you can think beyond the classroom.
Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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AN EXCITING JOURNEY 
OF UNEARTHING HISTORY
India is a country with innumerable beautiful monu-

ments, each with a history as deep as the ocean. One
such monument is the Swayambhu Dewara located

in the blissful environment of Madgul, Ranga Reddy dis-
trict in Telangana, which is 60 km from Hyderabad.

Growing up, whenever I would go to my village near
Madgul, I would  pass this temple which always drew my
attention. On February 3 this year, when I travelled to
my village, I visited the  temple with my brother and
cousins. It had been renovated and looked even more
beautiful. The surrounding with the
Nandi, 7 foot in length and 5.5 feet
high, had a calmness that filled the
soul.

With my curiosity, I did a little
research and found out that the tem-
ple has a history of over 2000 years!
During the first century, Madgul
was a business centre and in
the 35th year, according
to the ancient
history re-
sources, foreign
trade and visits
were happening in
the region. Due to
some natural
calamities, the
temple and sur-
rounding vil-
lages were de-
stroyed and then
in the 11th centu-
ry (year1034)
K a l y a n i
C h a l u k y a s
reconstructed and

modified the temple.
Once again, due to
some natural calami-
ty, the temple was destroyed. In the year
2008, when road-widening work was taken up in the area,
sculptures of lord Ganesha, Nandi, Lord Shiva's prana-
mattam, Lord Chenna Kesava, Naga devatha and many
more were discovered. Inscriptions found underground
linked the place to the historical era of 2000 years ago.
Later the temple was taken under the endowments and

the reconstruction work
started in 2012 with 60 per
cent of it built with stones,
granite, rocks  found un-
derground. Even the
Simhadwara was discovered
and the temple was
painstakingly reconstruct-
ed only with stones, rocks
and granite. The
punarpratishtaapana took
place earlier this year, a re-
markable achievement
which made people of vil-
lages in the area very proud.

I   feel very fortunate to have ex-
perienced such a wonderful jour-

ney. I am very proud to say that
my village has such significant
history.

BATHULA
MAHITHI REDDY,
class X, Edify
World School,
Hyderabad

There are many people who are living sustain-
ably or with minimal use of technology. I be-
lieve that in every family there are some mem-

bers who aren't too reliant on technology. Many con-
sciously choose to live a simple life, away from the
constant need to connect to electronic devices. Their
lifestyle does not involve following trends and wast-
ing money on lavish comforts. This can help in man-
ifesting a healthier and better life as there can be
the right mix of usage of tech-
nology which can make things
easier. Hence, digital detox is
very much possible. The im-
portant things in life is not to  succumb to technol-
ogy. Even on social media these days everyone is
sharing a lot of activities that they do without the
usage of technology. So the new trend too is to ex-
plore the real world and detach from

the digital world.

SOUMYA IRAGAVARAPU, 
class XII A (Commerce), Gitanjali

Senior School, Hyderabad

Digital detox is nearly impossible  as tech is the new
normal. These days, it is more shocking to see a
person not addicted to mobiles and other gadgets

than to see one addicted. Technology is the new way of
life and hence, it is very tough to give ourselves a break
from its use. Initially, people used electronic gadgets as
a way to keep connected with friends and family. With
smartphones, this connection has become much more
easier. Digital detox is also hard because people feel lone-

ly and disconnected with the rest of the world
when away from gadgets. From waking up to the
phone alarm in the morning, to wishing good-
night to friends, our day starts and ends with

the use of electronic gadgets. We are depend-
ent on it for communication, information,
entertainment and most importantly work,
both school and office, and whatnot! There-

fore, due to this dependency, we
cannot  easily abandon gadgets.

VARUNI PULLELA,
class XI, Tatva Global
School, Hyderabad

Digital detox is not possible in a tech-driven world

AGAINSTFOR



Q1:
Who is the highest wicket

taker in Test Cricket?        

a) Courtney Walsh

b) Brian Lara

c) Shane Warne

d) Muttiah Muralitharan

Q2:
Which county signed

Yuvraj Singh to play for

them in 2003?

a) Lancashire

b) Hampshire

c) Yorkshire

d) Nottinghamshire

Q3:
In what year was the first
international cricket

match held?
a) 1869 between England and Australia

b) 1844 between Canada and the USA

c) 1883 between Australia and Wales

d) 1892 between England and India

Q4:
The name Kunjarani Devi is
associated with ______

a) Weightlifting

b) Swimming

c) Athletics

d) Target shooting

Q5:
How many gold medals has
India won in the Olympics

so far?         
a. 5   b.   9   c.   10   d.   9

Q6:
Sourav Ganguly’s highest

Test score, 239, came

against which team?

a. England   b. Sri Lanka

c. Pakistan   d. Zimbabwe

Q7:
The Indian football team

made its first appearance

at Olympics in which year?

a. 1952

b. 1948

c. 1936

d. 1956

Q8:
Where was the 1st ODI

match played in India?          

a. Ahmedabad

b. Mumbai

c. New Delhi

d. Kolkata

Q9:
Which British snooker

player was known by the

nickname ‘Hurricane’?          

a. Ronnie O’Sullivan

b. John Higgins

c. Neil Robertson

d. Alex Higgins

Q10:
How many squares are

there in a chess board?     

a. 54   b. 64   c. 55   d. 68

QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS:

1.  d. Muttiah Muralitharan

2. c. Yorkshine

3. b. 1844 between Canada and the USA

4. a. Weight Lifting   5. c. 10

6. c. Pakistan   7. b. 1948

8. a. Ahmedabad   9. d. Alex Higgins

10.  b. 64
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Sourav
Ganguly

W
orld No.1 Iga
Swiatek’s second
triumph at the

French Open extended her
lead to almost twice as many
points as the second-ranked
Anett Kontaveit in WTA rank-
ings of singles on Monday.

The Polish star’s Roland
Garros title triumph solidi-
fied her place atop the WTA
world rankings and she has
8,631 points. She has won 6
straight titles this season.

Despite a defeat in the
first round of the French
Open 2022, Kontaveit has at-
tained No.2 for the first time
with 4326 (+3) points. Paula
Badosa (4245), Ons Jabeur
(4150) and Maria Sakkari
(4016) round out the current
Top 5. Following her first ap-
pearance in a Grand Slam fi-
nal, 18-year-old American
Coco Gauff jumped 10 spots
to reach from No.23 to a ca-
reer-high ranking of No.13.
Gauff advanced to the cham-
pionship match in Paris with-

out falling a set and collected
1,300 ranking points.

Her doubles partner,
Jessica Pegula, moved to No.
8 for the first time from No.
11. Pegula had won a career-
best 36 matches last season
and already has earned 23
wins in the 2022 season fol-
lowing a clay-court campaign
in which she finished as run-
ner-up at Madrid and ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals
at Roland Garros. ANI

SWIATEK EXTENDS LEAD,
PEGULA MOVES TO NO. 8

Iga Swiatek

P
h

o
to

: 
A

P

INDONESIA OPEN: SAINA, KASHYAP PULL OUT

Adrien Rabiot

S
tar badminton couple
Saina Nehwal and Paru-
palli Kashyap, along with
India’s recent Thomas
Cup hero HS Prannoy,

made late pullouts from the In-
donesian Open Super Series 500
event beginning on Tuesday.

WORKLOAD MANAGEMENT
India’s first Olympic medal-winning
shuttler Saina has decided to skip
citing workload management, while
Kashyap is yet to regain fitness af-
ter recovering from a hamstring in-
jury. I am fine now. But I need to get
my fitness back. Hope to play a few
of the next four events. Prannoy, who
played a key role in India’s historic
triumph in the Thomas Cup last
month, also pulled out to focus on
next four events on the Tour.

The men’s team touched a new
high with its Thomas Cup exploits
where India defeated 14-time cham-
pions Indonesia to win its first ever

title. But the Indian flavour will be
missing in the men’s section after
the withdrawals of Srikkanth,
Kashyap and Prannoy. Srikkanth had
earlier withdrawn and the top-
ranked Indian shuttler and world
championship bronze medallist Lak-
shya Sen will carry India’s hope in
the men’s singles. The men’s singles
draw features a second Indian in
Sameer Verma who faces a qualifi-
er to open his campaign.

HITTING TOP GEAR
In their absence, Sen and PV Sind-
hu would be in focus as they look to
hit top gear in the build-up to the
Commonwealth Games, starting July
28. World number nine Sen, seeded
seventh, will take on Denmark’s
Hans-Kristian Solberg Vittinghus in
a tricky opening round clash. The
top-ranked Indian has a 0-2 head-to-
head record against Kristian. Sen
last faced him in the Denmark Open
in 2020 when he lost his pre-quar-

terfinal to the home favourite. The
20-year-old would be keen to better
his record against Kristian. Double
Olympic medallist Sindhu will look
to go all the way. She will begin with
a clash against Line Christophersen
of Denmark. In the men’s doubles,
Manu Attri and B Sumeeth Reddy
will take on local players Pramudya
Kusumawardana and Yeremia Erich
Yoche Yacob Rambitan.

There are two Indian pairs in
the women’s doubles section. Seed-
ed 22nd, Ashwini Ponappa and N
Sikki Reddy find themselves in the
top-half and open their campaign
against Jacqueline Lima and Samia
Lima of Brazil. The Indian duo faces
a potential tough second round clash
against top-seed Chinese duo of
Chen Qing Chen and Jia Yi Fan.
Simran Singhi and Ritika Thaker
is the second Indian pair in the main
draw and will be up against second
seed Lee So Hee and Shin Seung
Chan of South Korea, in the tour-
nament-opener. PTI

PRANNOY TOO FOLLOWS SUIT TO FOCUS ON OTHER EVENTS

A
ndrej Kramaric
scored a late penal-
ty as Croatia sal-
vaged a 1-1 draw at
home to world
champions France
on Monday that left
both teams still
chasing a first win

in the Nations League. Juventus midfielder
Adrien Rabiot fired France ahead on 52
minutes in Split as coach Didier De-
schamps selected an inexperienced side
without star forwards Kylian Mbappe and
Karim Benzema.

ONE POINT APIECE
Croatia equalised seven minutes from time
when Andrej Kramaric won and converted
a penalty. France and Croatia have just one
point apiece in League A, Group 1. France
were beaten 2-1 by Denmark in their open-
ing game at home last week, while Croatia
crashed to a 3-0 loss to Austria. On a night
Luka Modric earned his 150th cap for Croa-
tia, Deschamps handed a number of fringe
players the chance to make an impression
before the World Cup starts in Qatar in No-
vember. But it was experienced defender
Presnel Kimpembe who raced back to block
as Ante Budimir hesitated to shoot with
team-mate Lovro Majer also in position for
a tap-in. Christopher Nkunku, coming off
a brilliant season with RB Leipzig, dinked
the ball over Dominik Livakovic but was
adjudged offside on the half-hour.

FIRST WIN SNATCHED
Moussa Diaby was then denied by Li-
vakovic as he burst towards goal down the
right, with Aurelien Tchouameni’s long-
range drive punched away by the Croatia
goalkeeper. Rabiot broke the deadlock when
he was played in by a superb ball from Wis-
sam Ben Yedder, sweeping clinically inside
the near post for only his second interna-
tional goal. Substitute Antoine Griezmann
saw a shot repelled by Livakovic shortly
before Croatia were awarded a penalty fol-
lowing a VAR review after it was initially

overruled for offside. Maignan saved at the
feet of Luka Sucic, but Jonathan Clauss
caught Kramaric from behind, the Hof-
fenheim striker calmly rolling home from
the spot after a lengthy wait to review the
incident. Nikola Vlasic threatened to snatch

a first win for Croatia over France in nine
attempts, but Maignan got down sharply
to turn behind. Griezmann was then un-
able to take advantage of a miskick by Josip
Juranovic in the closing moments as he
dragged wide. AFP

Never say never because limits, like fears, are often just an illusion.

Michael Jordan, American basketball player
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J
ens Stryger Larsen’s late winner

guided Denmark to a nervy

2-1 win over Austria in

their UEFA Nations League

group match on Monday

after kickoff was delayed

by 90 minutes due to a

power outage in Vienna.

After a cagey start,

Denmark took the lead in

the 27th minute when

midfielder Pierre-Emile

Hojbjerg started the move

with a pass out to the

right flank and sprinted

into the box to get on the

receiving end of Rasmus

Kristensen’s cross to score.

Marko Arnautovic, playing his

100th game for Austria, hit the

post after rounding

Schmeichel and Denmark

made him pay in the 84th

minute when Larsen

curled a shot past the

keeper to grab the

winner, scoring at the

stroke of midnight.

The result moved

Denmark to the top of

Group A1 with six

points from two games

while Austria are second

after France were held to

a 1-1 draw away at Croatia

earlier on Monday.

Jens
Stryger
Larsen
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Saina Nehwal Parupalli Kashyap
Photos: TOI
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DENMARK EDGE AUSTRIA AFTER POWER OUTAGE DELAYS GAME

BOTH TEAMS STILL CHASING A FIRST WIN IN NATIONS LEAGUE

Croatia’s Andrej Kramaric celebrates scoring their first goal
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