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WHY COAL NEEDS TO
BE PHASED OUT: 

Coal is a heavily polluting
fossil fuel that’s responsi-
ble for a fifth of global

greenhouse gas emissions caused
by humans. While there are ways
to reduce emissions of carbon
dioxide from the burning of coal,
experts say it is almost impossi-
ble to reduce it to zero, meaning
it will likely have to be the first
fossil fuel to be phased out.

COUNTRIES LEADING IN
PHASING OUT COAL:

■ G-7 members Britain, France
and Italy have already set them-
selves deadlines to stop burning
coal for electricity in the next few
years 
■ Germany and Canada are aim-
ing for 2030 
■ Japan wants more time

■ The Biden administration has
set a target of ending fossil fuel
use for electricity generation in
the United States by 2035

AT LEAST, PHASE DOWN
IF NOT PHASE OUT:
A common target would put
pressure on other major pol-
luters to follow suit and build
on the compromise deal reached
at last year’s UN climate sum-
mit, where nations committed
merely to “phase down” rather
than “phase out” coal – with no
fixed date. In fact, at COP26,
over 40 countries have pledged
to quit coal at COP26 but some
of the world’s biggest coal-de-
pendent countries, including In-
dia, China, US and Australia,
did not sign on. 

NEWS
OF THE DAY

 Girls and boys begin at an
almost level playing field in
mathematics but it becomes
wider by Class 2, when boys
significantly outperform
girls in the subject. By the
time they reach high school,
there is a big gap in learning
outcomes 
 For example in Class 3, the national average
score for girls in maths is 301, which is not sig-
nificantly different from that of boys (300)
 It is comparable in Class 5 when girls scored
280 and boys 281. In Class 8, the national aver-
age score for both boys and girls are equal, but
already in some states, girls’ performance
appears to be declining
 In Class 10, this gap is most stark and the
national scores reflect that girls are at 216 and
boys at 219

SURVEY FINDINGS

Gap in mathematics
learning outcomes of

girls and boys grows in
higher classes: MoE 

T here is a widening difference in mathematics
learning outcomes among girls and boys as they
reach higher classes, the National Achievement

Survey (NAS) has found.The survey has also indicated that
the worst hit by academic disruptions during the pandemic
are those studying in state government-run schools.

HOW PRAGG BALANCES STUDIES & PLAY

H
aving got the better of
the likes of World No 1
and World Champion
Magnus Carlsen, top

Dutch Grandmaster Anish Giri, and
World No 22 Wei Yi of China to
secure a runners-up place in the
Chessable Masters, wonder boy of
Indian chess R Praggnanandhaa, on
Friday, said he would like to emulate
his recent success in rapid chess into
the classical format – the longer ver-
sion of the game and one day beat
them in that also.  

Pragg, as he is known fondly in
the circuit, said his semi-final match
against Giri went up to 2am and a

few hours later, he had to be at
school to take his Class XI examina-
tion. He returned after the examina-
tion on the same day to face the
Chinese player Liren. The teenager
initially thought managing both –

studies during day time and playing
chess in evening, but ultimately
realised it’s too draining on his body.
“I didn’t expect that managing both
would be tough, I wanted to play at
night and study in the morning. But I
realised studying also makes you
tired. You just get double tired,” he
said, adding, the whole week he did-
n’t get enough sleep. 

Asked about exam prep, he said
that he started studying for his exam
only 10 days before the papers. “I
was focusing on chess. I did not get
much time to study. I didn’t think I’d
go to the final. I’ve written pretty
okay. I think I’ve managed well.”

Pragg, as he is known fondly in the circuit, recalls his semi-final match against Giri, which went
on till 2am. A few hours later, he had to be at his school to take his Class XI exam. Read on...

Not only has Delhi-based author Gee-
tanjali Shree’s ‘Ret Samadhi’, trans-
lated into English by American

writer-translator Daisy Rockwell into ‘Tomb
of Sand’ achieved a new milestone by being
the first Hindi literary work to win the pres-
tigious International Booker Prize, it has
also asserted no matter what language, hu-
man emotions are connected by metaphors.

Speaking to IANS when the book was
shortlisted for the coveted prize, she had
stressed, “Of course, this is something I
have always known.Otherwise all these cen-
turies, we would not be loving and relating
to art and literature from vastly different
countries of the world.” 

Reacting to the Booker, she said: “This
is a bolt from the blue, but what a nice one.
I never dreamt of the Booker, I never thought
I could. What a huge recognition, I’m
amazed, delighted, honoured and humbled.”

The plot of Ret Samadhi 
‘Ret Samadhi’ centres around a north

Indian 80-year-old woman who slips into de-
pression after the death of her husband, and

then, resurfaces to gain a new lease of life.
Her determination to fight conventions,
which includes bonding with a transgender
person, confuses her bohemian daughter,
who is used to thinking of herself as the
more ‘modern’ of the two. To her family’s
consternation, she insists on travelling to
Pakistan, simultaneously confronting the
unresolved trauma of her teenage experi-
ences of Partition, and re-evaluating what
it means to be a mother, a daughter, a
woman, and a feminist.

Shree’s Ret Samadhi, a book
that transcends borders 

Harry-Meg to attend
Queen’s Jubilee
The Duke and Duchess of Sussex are
set to attend a cathedral service
early next month as part of celebra-
tions for Queen Elizabeth II’s Jubilee
year, their biographer said Friday.
Prince Harry and his wife, Meghan,
stepped down from royal duties and
moved to California early in 2021. 

Don’t like Paris night 
sessions: Nadal
Rafael Nadal on Friday gave a
resounding thumbs down to night
sessions at the French Open, saying,
“I don’t like them”. Roland Garros
introduced night sessions only last
year on the refurbished Court
Philippe Chatrier, which boasts lights
and a retractable roof.

Sen wins Cannes for best
docu ‘All That Breathes’
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur on Saturday
congratulated filmmaker Shaunak Sen
for winning the 2022 L’Oeil d’Or
(Golden Eye) for the best documen-
tary at the 75th Cannes Film Festival. 
“Congratulations to Indian filmmaker
Shaunak Sen... I am sure, this will
inspire other Indian documentary
makers to make it big on the world
stage,” he tweeted. “All That
Breathes” is about two Delhi brothers
Nadeem and Saud, who amid the
city’s worsening air and deteriorating
social fabric, devote their lives to
saving migratory black kites that are
at the mercy of mankind’s ways.

G7VOWS NOT TO
BURN COAL

Officials from the Group of Seven wealthy nations
have announced that they will aim to largely
end greenhouse gas emissions from their
power sectors by 2035

THREE PROMISES MADE

1 Ministers from the G-7 countries
meeting in Berlin also announced a
target to have a “highly decar-
bonised road sector by 2030”,

meaning that electric vehicles would dominate
new car sales by the end of the decade.

2 They aim to largely end greenhouse
gas emissions from their power sec-
tor by 2035, vowing not to burn coal
for electricity beyond that date.

3 In a move aimed at ending the
recurring conflict between rich and
poor nations during the internation-
al climate talks, the G-7, recognised

for the first time the need to provide develop-
ing countries with additional financial aid to
cope with the loss and damage caused by
global warming.

WHAT IS INDIA’S STANCE? 

W hile PM Narendra Modi has vowed that half
of India’s energy needs will be met from
renewables by 2030, India isn’t ready to

swear off coal altogether as the country has large
domestic reserves of coal, which the government wants
to exploit in order to avoid having to spend foreign
currency on imports. Fresh coal mining has figured
prominently in the government’s pandemic-recovery
economic package. The domestic coal industry also
employs many people, while majority of the country’s
poorest rely on coal for heating and cooking. The coal
belt in India — Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh — is
dotted by industries that need the fuel, like steel and
brick making. Even Indian Railways earns half its rev-
enue by transporting coal. 
A FIRST SINCE 2015: State-run Coal India, the world’s
largest coal miner, said it will import the fuel for use

by utilities, as shortages raise concerns about renewed power outages.

G7
include Canada,

France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom
and the United States. The
European Union (EU) is a

‘non-enumerated 
member’

I didn’t expect that
managing both would

be tougher, I wanted to play
at night and study in the
morning. But I realised
studying also makes you
tired. You just get
double tired

BOOKER PRIZE WINNER

For $29.99 a month, a website called
PimEyes offers a POTENTIALLY DANGER-
OUS SUPERPOWER from the world of sci-
ence fiction: the ability to search for a
face, finding obscure
photos that would
otherwise have been
as safe as the prover-
bial needle in the vast
digital haystack of the
internet.
A search takes mere seconds. You upload
a photo of a face, check a box agreeing to
the terms of service and then get a grid
of photos of faces deemed similar, with
links to where they appear on the inter-
net. The New York Times used PimEyes on
the faces of a dozen journalists to test its
powers. PimEyes found photos of every
person, even when they were wearing
sunglasses or a mask, or their face was
turned away from the camera, in the
image used to conduct the search.

CYBER WATCH: A
FACE SEARCH ENGINE
THAT RISKS PRIVACY!
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GAMAN

MEANING: DIGNITY DURING DURESS
‘Gaman’ literally translates to “patience,
perseverance and tolerance” and refers to
enduring difficult situations with self-con-
trol and dignity. It is part of Zen Buddhist
teaching, and a strategy for remaining re-
silient and patient during hard times, and
is characteristic of emotional maturity.

SHIKATA GA NAI
MEANING: ACCEPTANCE AND LETTING GO
Also can be used as ‘Sho ga nai’, this Japan-
ese phrase means “it cannot be helped” or
“it is what it is” and nothing can be done
about it. It’s not a way to give up or feel hope-
less, instead it’s about acceptance. The term
refers to the concept of accepting that which
we cannot change and moving on.

YUUGEN
MEANING: BEHOLDING BEAUTY IN THE UNSEEN
Translated literally as “mysterious pro-
fundity” it refers to profound awareness of
the beauty of the universe that surpasses
explanation with words. It refers to the in-
ner beauty we can feel towards an object,
person or a place, even though it may not
be beautiful in the literal sense of the word.
It’s all about the emotions something evokes
in you.

MONO NO AWARE
MEANING: THE PATHOS OF THINGS
An ephemeral feeling, ‘mono no aware’ lit-
erally translates to “the pathos of things”.
It is feeling an empathy toward things and
the general space around you but in a fleet-
ing manner. It is about having an aware-
ness of impermanence and feeling senti-
ments such as wistfulness at what has been.
Again, it is not a negative term but a deep-
er feeling than nostalgia that makes you
appreciate ever-constant change and the
reality of life. Some refer to it as the “the
‘ahh-ness’ of things”.

KANSO
MEANING: ELIMINATE CLUTTER AND EXPRESS
THINGS SIMPLY
The Japanese are pioneers of minimalism.
‘Kanso’ is the art of paring down and get-
ting rid of clutter. It’s all about organisa-
tion and cutting out the chaff so that your

mind is free to focus on the needful.

FUKINSEI
MEANING: USING ASYMMETRY TO ACHIEVE 
BALANCE
The idea of controlling balance in a com-
position via irregularity and asymme-

try is a central tenet of the Zen aesthet-
ic. The enso (“Zen circle”) in brush paint-
ing, for example, is often drawn as an in-
complete circle, symbolising the imper-
fection that is part of existence. Balanced
asymmetry is a big concept in design. It
helps you connect with nature in a more

spiritual way – as nature by its very na-
ture is uneven.

SHIZEN
MEANING: NATURALNESS
This is living with the absence of pre-
tense or artificiality. In the social media

world, ever wondered why we are more
drawn towards people who seem authen-
tic. It’s probably ‘shizen’. You don’t
have to be perfect, and there’s no
need to pretend to be some-
thing you’re not.

DATSUZOKU
MEANING: FREEDOM FROM
HABIT OR FORMULA
It’s escape from daily routine
or the ordinary and is all about

transcending the conventional. This
principle describes the feeling of
surprise and a bit of amazement
when one realises they can have free-
dom from the conventional. This is
for you to not become a slave to rou-
tines or if routines bore you. Being
spontaneous helps with creativity
and inspiration.

SEIJAKU
MEANING: ACHIEVING A STATE OF 
TRANQUILITY AND ENERGISED CALM
Imagine being in a garden with no
sound and distractions – that is the
feeling of ‘seijaku’. It is a state of ac-
tive calm and stillness – basically
meaning that you are calm but not
sleepy. It can be achieved through med-
itation and being mindful and con-
nected to your emotions.

YOHAKU-NO-BI
MEANING: BEAUTY OF EMPTY SPACE

The beauty of space left empty in
works of art, is called ‘yohaku

no bi’. This is a concept bor-
rowed from Chinese land-
scape ink paintings, where
clouds, mist, sky, and water
would often be left un-
painted. The empty space

sparks the imagination of
the viewer, challenging them

to imagine the unseen.

Queries relating to 
language skills

Do you find grammar confus-
ing? Do you get stuck with

words when writing a letter,
an essay or a blog? Do you
have a fear of public speak-

ing? Or do you simply want to
improve your communication

skills? Times NIE is here to
help you to master the
intricacies of the English
language. Just shoot us
your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

M
aakkee llaanngguuaaggee lleeaarrnniinngg aa ddaaiillyy hhaabbiitt::
For language learning, simply setting
daily reminders in your online calen-
dar works wonders. The routine is
the actual behaviour that you per-

form in response to the cue. When you start,
make the routines easy – things like opening
your language app, or revising 5 words from
your last lesson. These routines may sound
insufficient, but because they are so easy, it
almost impossible to fail.
IImmmmeerrssee yyoouurrsseellff wwiitthh ffrreeee rreessoouurrcceess:: It has
never been easier to learn a language fast
without actually travelling to a country where
it is spoken. Now, there are tons of free read-
ing and listening resources that you can access
online. Use them to immerse yourself in the
language every day. In terms of format, radio
and podcasts are great when you have at least
an intermediate level, but TV and films are

preferable at the start. This is because the
images provide you with context that helps
you understand the language. 
SSppeeaakk ffrroomm ddaayy oonnee:: This is understandable as it
takes confidence to try to speak a new language.
But if your goal is to be able to speak at a con-
versational level, you should start practising
from day one. The more mistakes you make, the
faster you will gain feedback and improve. The
free option is to find native speakers to converse
with. Another option is to go to group classes.
TTeesstt yyoouurrsseellff:: Knowing that you plan to take a
test is a great way to motivate yourself to learn
faster. Try to regularly test yourself in little ways.
If you’re learning from a textbook, take practice
tests or complete the exercises at the end of
each chapter. You can also play online games or
take online tests. Online practice tests can be
found in almost any language, including French,
Spanish, Japanese and German.

E
very year on the second Sun-
day in November, Interna-
tional Tongue Twister Day
celebrates this alliterative
sequence of words that are

both fun and challenging to say. It’s also
a day to learn some new tongue twisters.
Neurologists and linguists suggest that
tongue twisters are a significant exer-
cise in activating your brain’s per-
formance. Tongue twisters are a se-
quence of words or sounds that are usu-
ally alliterative (meaning the first con-
sonant is repeated) and are difficult to
pronounce quickly and correctly.
Tongue twisters are funny, but they can
also help you with your pronunciation
and speaking. They are a type of dic-
tion or articulation exercise, which
helps you learn to speak clearly.

BENEFITS OF TONGUE
TWISTERS:
They enhance memory:You will not
be able to say a tongue twister well if
you do not learn it by heart. It is an in-
fallible trick to be able to pronounce
it well.

Exercise vocalisation: Chil-
dren will have to make an effort to
properly vocalise each phoneme, but
they will do it without even realis-
ing it, and in a fun way. It’s like a
kind of speech therapy, but wrapped
up in laughter.

Muscle strength: They
strengthen and stretch the muscles
involved in speech. This muscle ex-
ercise leads to clearer pronuncia-
tion, clearer speech patterns, and

helps rectify some of the hard-
est sounds for you. 

They are a great
warm up: Even if you’re
a native speaker or
you’ve mastered English
pronunciation, tongue
twisters are a great
warm-up exercise before
you make a presentation,
speak in public, teach a class, lead a
meeting, act, and more!

They encourage imagination:
Some kids invent their own tongue
twisters to be able to share them with
friends.

Tell your weak points: Tongue
twisters highlight which sounds are
difficult for you to say so that you can
work on those sounds.

Everyday or Every Day
One is strictly an adjective and the other is
an adverbial phrase

HOW TO USE
The adjective “everyday” means routine,
ordinary, or commonplace. It’s frequently
paired with the word “occurrence” to
describe something mundane. It is used
before nouns, like “everyday activity” or
an “everyday habit.”
 “Every day” is an adverbial phrase — a

group of words that
functions as an adverb

— that means each
day or daily. It’s used
to refer to repeated
actions or
occurrences. It

follows the verb it
modifies, such as

we “exercise every
day” or “brush teeth

every day”.
EXAMPLES:
Everyday: When you’re feeling low, even

everyday chores seem challenging.
Every day: We have to make our bed
every day.

Sometime, some time or
sometimes
The words are related in meaning, but
they’re used in different ways.

HOW TO USE
 “Sometime” is an adverb meaning at an
indefinite or unstated time in the future; as
an adjective, it means occasional or
former. The expression “some time”
means “a period of time.” The adverb
“sometimes” means “occasionally, now
and then”.

To use “sometime” as an
adverb, employ the term

when you mean occasional,
as in:
 In “some time”, “some” is

an adjective describing the
noun, “time”.

 “Sometimes” is actually a
compound word but holds a
different meaning.
EXAMPLES:
Sometime: “He’s a full-time
bartender and sometime actor.”
Some time: “I fear that it will be
some time before he is able to
deal with his memories of the war.”
Sometimes: “Sometimes, Dan likes to
sleep with his boots on.”

Anytime and Any
Time

If you’re trying to choose between
the words “any time” and “anytime”,
it’s interesting to note that just a
century ago, you wouldn’t have even had
a choice. Back then, any time people

wrote, they always used the two-word
version. There was no “anytime”.

HOW TO USE
Written as two words, “any time” is a
noun phrase that means “at no particular
time” or “any amount of time”. It indicates
that something will probably happen soon,
but an exact time can’t be stated.
The word “anytime” is a contraction
known as a casualism, which is the result
of the informal usage of a grammatically
incorrect word becoming widely accepted.
“Anytime” is an adverb meaning
“whenever” or
“without a doubt”.
EXAMPLES:
Any time: The
package is due
to arrive at any
time.
Anytime: The
boxer said that he

could defeat his opponent anytime.

Anyone or Any one
One is an indefinite pronoun and the other
an adjective phrase.

HOW TO USE
The indefinite pronoun “anyone” refers
to any person at all, but not to any
particular individual. “Any one” is an
adjective phrase that refers to any single
member of a group of either people or
things and is commonly followed by the
preposition “of”
A similar distinction applies to
“anybody” vs. “any body” as well as
“nobody” and “no body”.

EXAMPLES:
Anyone: “Did anyone of
you see a lost dog?” the

frantic woman asked.
Any one: Choose any one of
the books to read.

10 JAPANESE WORDS
THAT CAN TEACH YOU ABOUT LIFE
Lexicographers are delving deep into languages other than English to find new
words and phrases to describe indescribable feelings, emotions and ways of life The

Japanese are
pioneers of

minimalism. Kanso is the
art of paring down and

getting rid of clutter. It’s all
about cutting out the chaff

so that you mind is free
to focus on the

needful

Tip:
When using

“every day”, the
trick is to replace it

with the phrase
“each day”. If it fits,

you are doing it
right

Tip:
Remember

the meanings
to use the
word right

Tip: When trying to distinguish
between “anyone” and “any one”,
simply swap with “anybody” vs.
“any body” or even antonyms,

such as “nobody” vs. “no
body”. The difference between

these words is the same
grammatically as the

distinction between
“anyone” and “any

one”

It might sound like an
impossible task,
but according to
language
experts, you can
learn basic
communication
skills in weeks and
master the basics of
a foreign language
in a few months.
Here are some
sure shot ways:

4 WAYS TO LEARN A
LANGUAGE FAST! CHOOSE RIGHT

The space between two words can make a big difference. Know when to use the
right word and when to put in the space

An indefinite pronoun is a pronoun
that refers to an unspecified or
unidentified person or thing. It's
vague rather than specific, and it
doesn't have an antecedent

Tip:
Anytime is

always informal and
to determine if it is right,

see if it can be replaced
with the word

“whenever” without
changing the
meaning of the

sentence

— Sources: thought.co,
grammarly.com, 

Merriam- 
webster.com

SURPRISING BENEFITS
OF TONGUE TWISTERS

WORD WISE

GRAMMAR GYAN

FUN LEARNING

02 “"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his
head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.” 

— Nelson Mandela
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