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S ri Lanka's economic crisis
has turned into deadly
violence. Eight people

died and over 200 were injured on
Monday, the country's prime
minister quit and his brother, the
president, is seeking ways to get
out of the chaos. Anti-government
protesters, angry over power
blackouts, shortages of basic
goods, and rising prices, demand
that President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa steps down, but the
retired military officer has
invoked emergency powers in an
attempt to maintain control...

HOW DID IT COME
TO THIS?
Analysts say that economic mismanage-
ment by successive governments weak-
ened Sri Lanka's public finances, leaving
national expenditure in excess of its
income and the production of tradable
goods and services at inadequate levels.
The situation was exacerbated by deep
tax cuts enacted by the Rajapaksa gov-
ernment soon after it took office in 2019.
Months later, the Covid-19 pandemic
struck. That wiped out much of Sri
Lanka's revenue base, most notably
from the lucrative tourism industry.
Rating agencies, concerned about gov-
ernment finances and its inability to
repay large foreign debt, downgraded
Sri Lanka's credit ratings from 2020
onwards, eventually locking the country

out of international financial markets. To
keep the economy afloat, the govern-
ment leaned heavily on its foreign
exchange reserves, eroding them by
more than 70% in two years.

WHAT DID THE 
GOVERNMENT DO?
Despite the rapidly deteriorating eco-
nomic environment, the Rajapaksa gov-
ernment initially delayed talks with the
International Monetary Fund. For
months, opposition leaders and some

financial experts urged the government
to act, but it held its ground, hoping for
tourism to bounce back and remittances
to recover. Eventually, aware of the scale
of the brewing crisis, the government
did seek help from countries, including
India and China, regional superpowers,
who have traditionally jostled for influ-
ence over the strategically-located
island. Despite outside support, fuel
shortages have caused long queues at
filling stations as well as frequent black-
outs, and some crucial medicines 
have run low.

Relax uniform norms,
modify timings: Education
ministry’s guidelines to
COMBAT HEATWAVE

Global warming causing world's
oceans to lose 'memory'

M
ost of the world's oceans are steadily losing their year-to-year 'mem-
ory' under global warming, researchers have warned. Ocean mem-
ory decline is found as a collective response across the climate mod-
els to human-induced warming. As greenhouse-gas concentrations

continue to rise, such memory decline will become increasingly evident. The
study compared the fast weather fluctuations of the atmosphere to find that the
slowly varying ocean exhibits strong persistence, or "memory," meaning the
ocean temperature tomorrow is likely to look a lot like it does today, with only
slight changes.

 Reduced ocean memory
together with increased random
fluctuations suggest intrinsic
changes in the system and new
challenges in prediction under
warming, feel experts
 Ocean memory loss doesn't
just impact the prediction of
physical variables, but could
also influence the way we man-
age sensitive marine ecosys-

tems, they add
 Besides ocean prediction,
forecasting land-based impacts
on temperature, precipitation as
well as extreme events might
also be affected by ocean memo-
ry decline due to their depend-
ence on the persistence of sea
surface temperature as a pre-
dictability
source

The violence and political chaos
gripping the island nation of 22
million comes 13 years after a 
brutal civil war that ended in a
bloody denouement in which 
thousands of people were killed
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T
he ministry of education on Wednesday issued
guidelines to schools for combating heatwave, ask-
ing them to relax the uniform norms and modify tim-
ings. A torrid heatwave had sent the mercury soar-
ing across large swathes of India, with the tempera-

ture in Delhi rising to 46 degrees Celsius recently. The national
capital also recorded its second-hottest April in 72 years, with a
monthly average maximum temperature of 40.2 degrees Celsius.
The guidelines by the ministry of education asked the schools to
modify timings and reduce the number of school hours each day.
Schools may relax norms about uniforms and canvas shoes may be
allowed instead of leather ones, it stated. However, closing schools
due to heatwave is not an option as suggested by experts, as
offline classes have started from the new session after nearly two
years due to the Covid-induced pandemic.

The ministry also said that schools should ensure
that fans are functional and also may arrange for
power backup
Revising school timings, restricting outdoor activi-
ties, stocking ORS and glucose sachets, and con-
stantly motivating children to stay hydrated, are
among the steps schools are advised to take because
of the heatwave conditions in the national capital
region and other parts of the country

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
President Rajapaksa has sought support from all political parties
in parliament to form a unity ggovernment, an offer that many,
including the ruling alliance's allies, have declined

How India is approaching

THE PROBLEM
1India has been carefully watching the develop-

ments, offering financial assistance and other
aid to the debt-ridden island nation without,

obviously, stepping in to mitigate the crisis. So far,
New Delhi has taken a cautious approach to the cri-
sis. In a recent statement by the Indian high com-
mission, it said, “India’s economic assistance to Sri
Lanka, which stands at more than $ 3 billion in
2022, has been instrumental in addressing diverse
needs of the Government and people of Sri Lanka”

2As the whereabouts of PM Mahinda Rajapaksa
remain under wraps, the Indian mission also
refuted social media speculations that he and

his family had fled to India. It called the speculations
“fake and blatantly false”

3Even as India says no political exiles are in the
country, it remains cautious about an impending
refugee crisis if the Lankan economy does not

stabilise. It also fears a disruption in maritime security
and trade links, as many ship routes cris-cross SL. India
also has huge economic stakes in the country

1Ocean memory is found
to be related to the
thickness of the upper-

most layer of the ocean, known
as the mixed layer. Deeper
mixed layers have greater heat
content, which confers more
thermal inertia that translates
into memory

2However, the mixed layer
over most oceans will
become shallower in

response to continued anthro-
pogenic warming, resulting in a

decline in ocean memory

3Along with ocean memo-
ry decline, the thinning
mixed layer is also found

to increase the random fluctua-
tions of the sea surface tem-
perature

4As a result, although
the ocean will not
become much more

variable from one year to the
next in the future, the fraction
of helpful signals for predic-
tion largely reduces

THE IMPACT

Days-long celebration in June to mark Queen
Elizabeth's Platinum Jubilee

The Queen's Birthday
Parade, known as 'Trooping
the Colour', which has been
held for more than 260 years,
will be held in central London,
with more than 1,200 soldiers
expected to  take part along
with military bands on June 2
On June 3, a national serv-

ice of thanksgiving will be held
at London's St Paul's
Cathedral, and its 'Great Paul'
bell - the largest in the coun-
try and dating back to 1882 -
will be rung for the first time
at a royal occasion since being
restored last year after a
mechanism broke in the 1970s

on June 3 A pageant
will be held with the Gold
State Coach (eight-
horse-drawn carriage
used by the British
Royal Family) at its
head that Elizabeth
used on her corona-
tion day in 1953

Britain will hold four days of
celebrations in June to mark
Queen Elizabeth's seven decades
on the throne. The 96-year-old
Queen, Britain's longest-reigning
and currently, the world's oldest
monarch, ascended the throne on
Feb 6, 1952, on the death of her
father King George VI...

T he European Space
Agency
(ESA) astronaut

Samantha CCristoforetti has become
the first-ever TikToker to post a
video from the International Space
Station. Cristoforetti is part of
SpaceX's Crew-4 mission, which
arrived at the orbiting lab on April 27 for a six-month

stay. "Follow me to boldly go where
no TikToker has gone before," the
astronaut said in the 88-second
TikTok video posted recently. In the
video, Cristoforetti took her view-
ers through Crew-4's launch as well
as introduced them to the mission's
two zero-g indicators, a plush turtle

named Zippy and a stuffed monkey called Etta.

ESA astronaut makes history with 1st
TikTok from space station

‘Etta is short for 'scimmiet-
ta', which is Italian for 'lit-
tle monkey,' Cristoforetti
says in the video. (Etta was
the first plush toy that
Cristoforetti bought for her
daughter, Kelsey)

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

How Sri Lanka spiralled
INTO CRISIS



S
tudents of JM
International School,
Dwarka excelled at
the 7th SSKA Delhi

State Karate Championship-
2022, organized by
Shotokan Sports Karate-Do
Association, Delhi & Delhi
Olympic Association was

held recently at Kant Darshan Public
School, where approximately 200
players (boys & girls) participated.

The students participated with
great zeal and enthusiasm, Sachin
Kumar of class IX-A bagged a gold

medal, Gautam Kumar of
class IX-A bagged a silver
medal and Prayag Bhagat of
class VIII-A bagged a silver
medal. Principal, Dr. Amita
Saxena honored all the win-
ners. It was a moment of
great joy and pride for the
winners and the school. 

I
t is said, “When hu-
mans act with cruelty
we characterize them
as ‘animals’ yet the
only animal that dis-

plays cruelty is humanity. “
These stirring words

written in the novel “The
Divine Pattern” by Antho-
ny William Douglas seem to
bring out the utter truth of
life these days. We are liv-
ing in the worst times of hu-
man unearthing, some peo-
ple care to mention it as the
Kali Yuga which means
"The age of Kali de-
mon” in a layman’s lan-
guage "The age of
darkness", "The age of
evil, desolation, and
wretchedness ", adding
to which it’s the epoch
of wrangle, pretense,
and malevolence. Kali
Yuga is also portrayed
in the Mahabharata
and under various oth-
er Puranas.

Sadly, today cruel-
ty and pain are the only
languages known to
man in the edict to deal with
other fellow earth dwellers.
Despite humans being the
most biologically superior,
technologically advanced,
neurologically sophisticat-
ed, and structurally capable
animals on earth, we do not
care about other affiliates
of the planet. It is to our
very disgrace and humilia-
tion that homo sapiens do
not care about any other
species including fauna or
flora. We have even man-
aged to exploit and put un-

der pressure each trifling
and complex gift granted to
us by our Mother Nature.
We cut down trees, we tear
down forests, we stray away
from the ocean lines and
seas to make space for our-
selves, we embellish, adorn,
and sully the air with sig-
nals and electromagnetic
waves or be it animals, we
mercilessly kill them and
decorate them on our plates.
We put an end to their life
and call it survival and pre-

tend like nothing ever hap-
pened. Human has made
prisons, jails, reformatories,
and what not to put away
those who disrupt the har-
mony of this world, but in
truth, it is almost as comi-
cal as ironical. Organized
murder is called a war, and
though humans deplore
every kind of warfare, we
have never concurred that
killing any other species is
the greatest sin on earth. A
flower in a garden maybe
not be well kept, headed

with weeds down to the
roots, but look at it, feel that
you are part of all of it, part
of all that’s living. Remem-
ber, if we hurt nature, you
are hurting yourself.

We need to be in com-
munion with nature, not
verbally caught in the pic-
ture of it, but be a part of it,
be sentient, feel that we be-
long to all that, be able to
show our love for every-
thing, to equally admire a
flower or that broken

branch lying on the ground
or to look at the evening star
or the new moon without a
word, without merely say-
ing how beautiful it is and
turning our back on it, at-
tracted by something else,
but watch that sole star and
new delicate moon as
though for the first time.
And then ask ourselves,
what is our relationship
with nature? Nature is the
rivers, the trees, the thou-
sand species of those beau-
tiful birds, those fishes,

those minerals down under
the earth, the waterfalls, and
the shallow lakes.

Most of us are not
aware of this relationship.
We never look at a tree, or
even if we do it, it is with
the thought of exploiting
the tree, either to sit in its
bower or to cut it for wood.
In other words, we look at
trees with an excessively
serviceable vision; we don’t
look at a tree without pro-
jecting and imagining our-

selves exploiting it for
our convenience. We
treat the earth and its
products in the same
way. There is no love of
the earth; there is no
reason for the passion
behind earth there is
only and only oppres-
sion of the earth. If one
loved the earth, there
would be frugality in us-
ing the things that this
very earth granted and
gifted us.

We must stringent-
ly condemn any and

every form of torture, mal-
treatment, and ignorance to-
wards every being on this
earth. Today’s youth should
strictly denounce any such
actions taken against nature
or its creations. We are striv-
ing and are ambitious to
make way for peace, har-
mony, and bliss in this world
of ache, cruelty, and woe. We
should and we must do our
part while we are still young.

Kostubh Bakhshi, XII,

St.Thomas' School, Dwarka

B
illabong High International
School, Noida proudly wel-
comed Padmashri Guru Geeta

Mahalik on April 29. Guru Geeta
Mahalik enthralled the spectators
with her mesmerizing performance.
She held an interactive session with
the students and explained various
dance forms and the relevance of
mudras. The learners satisfied their
inquisitive minds by asking intrigu-
ing questions about her life and
journey towards success.

Padmashri Guru Geeta Mahahik

along with her associates was
felicitated by Director Jasmine
Gandhi, Principal Sharmila
Chatterjee, PTA representatives,
and student representatives. This

platform provided an excellent
opportunity for the young learners
of Billabong High International
School to interact and learn from
such an eminent personality. 

Dance: Transcending across millennia
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ANIKA KAPOOR, V A,
Manav Stahli School,
Rajendra Nagar

SAVIR BANGA, VI-A,
Manav Sthali School,

Rajendra Nagar

JM Int’l students win
gold & silver medals

The symbiosis of war,
nature, and human

U
nder KR Mangalam’ssig-
nature program 'Terra
Care', young Mangalites
participated in several ac-

tivities on World Earth Day. These
included poster making, nature
walks and creating their own art
work with the material collected on

their way. They also created their
own compost pits. The students
were made aware of the importance
of living in harmony with nature.

DAV Public School, Sector 14,
Faridabad, under the tutelage of
Principal, Anita Gautam, cele-
brated the Earth Day with full fer-
vour, with a variety of activities
by students. It began with the tree

plantation activity by Kinder-
garten students and parents on
April 21. On the morning of April
22, students of class II and class VI
brought saplings of various fruit
trees, like Lemon, Orange, Banana,
Mango, Guava, Cherry and other
varieties like Peepal, Neem, and
Curry in large numbers to be plant-
ed in the school premises. Classes
III to V also organized a house as-
sembly on the theme of environ-
ment, enjoying community singing
of earth day songs and poster mak-
ing activity. Naveen Verma, an En-
vironmental Consultant, was the
Guest of Honour for the day.

The students of DAV Public
School, Sreshtha Vihar, celebrat-
ed Earth Week. On this occasion,
all the students participated in var-

ious activities like- Poster Mak-
ing, Slogan Writing etc. Special
Assembly was also conducted for
class VIII that covered various ac-
tivities such as speech, poem
recitation, do’s and don’ts, quota-
tions and skit. School principal
Suhasini K. Nath applauded the
efforts of the students and urged
them to follow the theme “Invest

in your Planet”. All the Students
and Staff of the school took a
pledge to contribute in making In-
dia Plastic Free.

It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the classroom.

Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Make the night sky lovely
I

f I were the moon, I would have had
a lot of fun, coming every night in a
different shape, sometimes I would

show crescent, sometimes half of
myself, and sometimes disappear. I
would have danced along the stars

giving light at dark
hours of the night to
the sky and to the
ground.

I would run around
Earth and look at it
from top to tip, the
oceans, the deserts,

the mountains and more. I’d play hide
and seek behind the clouds whenever
there is a thunderstorm. 

I would be the star of the sky even
though the actual stars would be right
beside me. When the world sleeps, I
would be there with my silver beams
falling onto Earth giving it life. I give
different lights to life at night. I would
fade into oblivion when the Sun comes
up to start the day. 

On most days, I would welcome the
Sun and people can see us at two ends. 

Sometimes, I would look for the
objects the humans send towards me. I

would wait for the day when mankind
begins to settle down on my soil and
make life interesting.

Advika Ann Jose, class VI,
Gregorian Public School,

Ernakulam

A peek at classmate’s search history!

DLF Public School bags first position in ‘Green Your School Program’

O
nline classes turned funny
whenever anyone of us had
technical problems. This is one

of the funniest incidents that I
remember from my online classes.

When I was in
class IV, our teacher
told us to open
'Kahoot', but one
child was not able to
open it. So, our
teacher asked

another classmate to
show how it works. In the process of
her screen sharing we were all able
to see her search history, and my
word, that was the funniest and the
weirdest search history we all had
ever seen. Some of the
searches were:
1. How to sleep in 
5 minutes?
2. Am I a vampire?
3. Germany is in
which country?

4. How do I use Google?
What worsened the situation was that
one of my classmates read out the

entire thing so loudly
that even her parents
heard him. They came

into the room and
wanted to know why

she was searching
for material on

topics such as sleeping and vampires?
The whole class was in splits and

we would not stop even after our
teacher asked us to stop. Soon, our
teacher also joined us and started
laughing, embarrassing my poor
classmate to the extent that she left
the class.

Yana P Nair, class VI, The Choice
School, Tripunithura, Ernakulam

IF I  WERE
THE MOON

D
LF Public School,
Sahibabad, won the first
prize and a cash prize of Rs
2.75 Lakhs in the Green

Your School Programme 2021 or-
ganized by the Indian Green Build-
ing Council and Carrier India. Stu-
dents from classes VIII to X and their
mentors from the Department of Sci-
ence collaborated to work on 10 in-
novative projects designed to imple-
ment Sustainability Measures and

Health & Hygiene in the school.
Atharv Gupta and Vansh Tyagi

(Class VIII) represented the school
team and made a power-packed pres-
entation in the finale, sealing the vic-
tory. The award was given under the
Education and Awareness Category
to instill a sense of green in young
minds. DLF Public School emerged
as a winner among 380 schools that
participated in the program. Gargi
Datta, Head of the Science Depart-
ment, was ecstatic upon receiving
the news.

S
tudents of KIIT World
School attended an
orientation workshop
of the astronomy club

for the enrollment to
achievers module session
2022-23. Young learners

SCHOOLS CELEBRATE EARTH DAY

were thrilled to perform
the activity of making and
launching their rocket
using the technique of air
pressure. Various activities
to be conducted during the

year such as comet
kitchen, cardinal direc-
tions, hydrobot, virtual
observatory, etc. were
shared with them. The ses-
sion started with a quiz to
generate interest among
the young ones in the field
of astronomy. A comet-
making activity was also
shown to the students to
fuel their curiosity. The
session enriched them in
the field of astronomy and
created an interest to learn
more and more by enrolling
in the upcoming sessions.

Astronomy workshop at KIIT


