
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Be it the teacher or students, the classroom 
experience always serves some takeaway. Recalling
an incident from my early academic journey always

brings a smile on my face. It was a learning experience
too! 

It was a normal literature period for class VIII. An obe-
dient class with most of them sincerely writing in their
notebooks. I completed all the learning points and asked
the children to take notes from the board, insisting on
accuracy. Sometimes, strictness can lead to a curb on
freedom of speech.

One of the students tried to say something and I
immediately discouraged it. I did not allow anyone to
speak a word. Suddenly I wondered why no one was jotting
down anything. In disappointment, I picked up a book and
said, "Why are you not able to write what is written on the

board?" As I spoke, I turned to the board and what a funny
sight it was! In my flow of explanation, I had not realised
that I had erased all the notes on the board. A blank black-
board was staring at me!

The children seemed to hold their laughter at my con-
fusion. I realised the mistake and laughed, and to my sur-
prise the entire class laughed louder. This is an incident I
would always remember and yes, now before asking kids
to write down notes from the board, I surely turn and
check the board first!

KHUSHBU
SINGH,
educator,
GIIS
Ahmedabad

Black...err...blankboard!

SUN MEETS MOON: Amrutha Lakshmi, class X, Samved
School

TURBULENT SEA: Samskruthi Nanda Kishore Gowda,
class V, Sishu Griha Senior School

JUSTICE FOR ALL: Aishpriya Choudhary  class XII,
APS,PRTC

ROBOT CAT: Prathmesh, class V, GJR International
School

A firework bursting into a
thousand resplendent sparks
I f I could be anything in the world,

I would love to be a firework,
especially a rocket.

I would start as a plain and bland
cylinder of cardboard, and would be

filled with just the
right blend of many
chemicals and gun-
powder. Then, I
would be packed
into a vibrant and
colorful box and

sent away to a shop,
where I would be bought by kids with
rosy and bright faces, or even adults
and would be taken away. I would be
stored away in a dark cupboard,
anticipating the time I would be lit
up.
Subsequently, when it would be time

to finally light me,
I would be passed
around between
people, until
someone will put
me into a glass
bottle and light
my end, upon which I would shoot up
high into the heavens. It would be a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, quite
literally! Free and unafraid, I would
go higher and higher when finally, I
would look down at everybody, look-
ing like small action figures staring at
me with wonder and cheering. The
kids would be filled with awe at my
brilliance and the adults would be
viewing me with a smile on their
faces and for as second, they would
seem like kids too, for their eyes

would reflect a similar enthusiasm,
thought it would be muted.
Looking at this jovial scene would be
exhilarating.
Ultimately, I would burst into a splen-
did show of colours, standing out
against the dark sky. Looking like a
flower made of molten gold, I would
hover in the sky and shatter into a
thousand resplendent sparks. I would
look magical, like a glorious stroke of
paint against the ink black colour of
the high skies.
Anushka Krishan, class X, DPS East

IF I  W E R E
A FIREWORK

It would be foolish to think that
our environment isnt in danger in
this day and age. Humanity has

been mishandling the Earth's
resources and ignoring all of the
signs of environmental destruction
isnt an option anymore. If we want

to continue living
on the only planet
that the average
person can survive
on, then we need
to do more for it. 
There are many

things that we do everyday that
harm the environment. Using fossil
fuels, wasting water, deforestation
and mining are just some examples.
But the worst thing that we are sub-
jecting our environment to is unar-
guably taking it for granted. Yes, it

is not a feasible option to ignore the
exploitation of our Earth, but that is
what most of us are doing. If we, the
average consumers, stopped buying
gas for our cars, all of these fuel
companies would be forced to switch
to green resources of energy. If we,
the average citizens, stopped sup-
porting governments that fund
deforestation,
then would
deforestation
happen? 
We know what
is wrong and what is right, but we
choose to stay silent. This has to
change. If we really want to save the
environment, we must be grateful
for it. 
Tvesha Chauhan, class XI, DPS
Whitefield 

"Progress is impossible
without change, and
those who cannot change

their minds cannot change any-
thing."
A healthy environment is an essen-
tial part of our lives, but unfortu-
nately it is being degraded due to
overuse of resources. Over popula-

tion, pollution
of land, water,
and air, burning
of fossil fuels
and deforesta-

tion have all led to its degradation 
All these problems have one com-
mon solution: afforestation. Planting
more trees can save the land from
degrading further. Trees help main-
tain the groundwater level, and puri-
fy the air.

As responsible humans, we can do
many things to save our environ-
ment and nourish it. Each of us can
grow plants in our garden. If every-
one even just plants a few saplings
every year, we will have a huge num-
ber of trees which will help us in
many ways, from fresh air to wood
and shelter. It is time to act now. 
Izan Zende, class XII, DPS Whitefield

Silence is not 
an option 

Afforestation a
common solution

STUDENTSPEAK

 What if every car was electric?

Pollution may be made less.
We can breathe fresh air as, nitric oxide
and carbon dioxide in air is less.
Our nature will be extremely happy.

 What if fossil fuel vanishes?
Everybody will ride bicycles!

 What if electricity disappears?
Our mobile phones will be dead!
Everybody will eat fresh food as we give
up refrigerator!

 What if all animals disappear?
We can enter into a lion cage without
fear!
Zoo will be no more!

 What if we burn fossil fuels?
There will be climate changes.
Ice will melt at poles and flood will be

everywhere.

 What if every people in this world dis-
appear?
Every other creature will be extremely
happy!
They may take over the world!

 What if light disappear from this
world?
Everything we see in this world would
also disappear. 

 What if apple watch disappears?
Everybody will be sad!

 What if Co-Ca Cola disappear?
Hydrochloric acid in our stomach will be
extremely happy!
There will be a sigh of relief from every
organ in our body!

Hari Govind S P, class II, Loyola School,
Sreekariyam

Poner over little thoughts
and little laugher…

Honour Roll JANUARY  2022 

Radhika Rastogi, class IX, Euro School
Whitefield Campus - Silver award winner

Vaishnavi Y S, class X, Army Public School
PRTC - Bronze award winner

Kushagra Ranjay, class
VII, NPS Jalahalli 
- Gold award winner

I f I were a principal I would like to be a strict one.
I would not allow late-comers into the campus. I
would help students who are weak in academics. I

would  give gifts to those who keep their classrooms
neat and clean. I would be loving with students and

teachers. If I were a principal, I
would take the students to a farm
and show them how crops are
grown and how farmers do all the
hard work for us. I would teach

them to conserve nature by grow-
ing plants and protecting

trees. I would allow poor students to join
my school without charging any fee.
SH MAHVEEN, 
class VI, Aravinda High School,
Kunchanapalli, AP

I f I were the Physical Education
teacher I would try to find new and
exciting games to teach. I would

encourage every student to take part
and give their best. I would tell them all
about healthy food because it helps
build a healthy body. If I were the PET, I
would conduct sports day in school
twice a year. I would conduct sports
sessions even after school hours for
all those interested. If I were the PE
teacher, I would be strict but also
friendly with all the students of the
school.
A SASHITHA, 
class VI,  Aravinda High School,
Kunchanapalli, AP 

IF I  W E R E
A PRINCIPAL

IF I  W E R E
A PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER

The Times Nie Honour Roll contest recognises
regular contributions from students on the web-
site and awards certificates to top contributors
every month. You could be the next to feature
here! Log on to our website www.toistudent.com,
register and start sending your entries.

 The custom of putting
candles on cakes dates
back to the ancient
Greeks who believed
that the smoke carried
their thoughts up to
god.

 The silly putty toy
was originally created
to aid in World War
2.Faced with a rubber
shortage during WW II,
the U.S government
asked scientists to
come up with an alter-
native to rubber. That's
when it was created. 

Compiled by Sreelakshmi
R, class IX NPS Kengeri

SOME FUN TRIVIA

SAVE OUR PLANET



Q1:
Which of the following teams

hold the record of most ducks

in a match in T20 Internationals?

a) Bangladesh

b) Kenya

c) Turkey

d) West Indies

Q2:
Which material is used for

making table tennis balls?

a) Paper

b) Wood

c) Celluloid

d) Plastic

Q3:
Which Indian woman

cricketer holds the record

for highest score on Test debut?

a) Chanderkanta Kaul

b) Shafali Verma 

c) Smriti Mandhana

d) Sandhya Agarwal

Q4:
Which player won both the

World’s Table Tennis

Championships  in 1929 and later

went on to win Wimbledon tennis

championships?

a) Jean Rene Lacoste

b) Bill Tilden

c) Fred Perry

d) Mike Sangster

Q5:
For which club did

Cheteshwar Pujara score a

double century in the County

Championship in the UK? 

a) Derbyshire

b) Sussex

c) Durham

d) Nottinghamshire

Q6:
Who is the first-ever

football manager to win

five major league championships:

Spain, Germany, France, England

and Italy? 

a) Carlos Ancelotti

b) Jürgen Klopp

c) Alex Ferguson

d) Josep Guardiola

Q7:
Who was the first ever

Indian to win a World

Athletics Championship medal?

a) M D Valsamma

b) Anju Bobby George

c) Dutee Chand

d) Hima Das

Q8:
In which city in India was the

first Afro-Asian Games held?

a) Delhi

b) Ahmedabad

c) Hyderabad

d) Kolkata
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS:   1. c. Turkey   2. c. Celluloid

3. b. Shafali Verma   4. c. Fred Perry

5. b. Sussex   6. a. Carlos Ancelotti

7. b. Anju Bobby George

8. c. Hyderabad

Cheteshwar

Pujara

D
hanush Srikanth and
Shourya Saini bagged
gold and bronze medals

respectively in the men’s 10-
meter air rifle competition in
the ongoing 24th Deaflympics,
ensuring a winning start to In-
dia’s campaign at the Games
on Wednesday.

Dhanush Srikanth notc-
hed a commendable score of
247.5 to emerge triumphant,
while Shourya finished third
with a score of 224.3. Mean-
while, Shourya Saini finished
behind Korea’s Kim Woo Rim

to claim the bronze medal and
create a double podium vic-
tory moment for India.

A total of 65 athletes are
participating in the games in
Caxias Do Sul, Brazil, from In-
dia to participate in the Deaf-
lympics. We are ranked eighth
on the medals table with two
gold and one bronze medal.
Ukraine tops the table with 19
gold, six silver and 13 bronze
medals. In the previous 2017
edition, India had finished
with one gold, one silver and
three bronze medals. ANI

DHANUSH BAGS GOLD,
SHOURYA CLAIMS BRONZE

IN MEN’S 10M AIR RIFLE
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Dhanush Srikanth and Shourya Saini
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Karim Benzema of Real

Madrid scores their

side’s third goal from

the penalty spot

R
oyal Challengers Bangalore all-
rounder Glenn Maxwell praised
RCB’s bowling unit after a 13-run
win over Chennai Super Kings on
Wednesday. Superb bowling ef-

forts by Harshal Patel (3/35) and Glenn
Maxwell (2/22) guided Royal Challengers
Bangalore to a win over Chennai Super Kings
at MCA stadium here in Pune.

BALL FOR RCB
Fighting knocks from Devon Conway (56),
Moeen Ali (34) and Ruturaj Gaikwad (28) kept
hopes for CSK alive but were not enough to
outplay Bangalore as a unit as the bowlers 
outdid the batters in Yellow. Shahbaz Ahmed
(1/27), Josh Hazlewood (1/19) and Wanindu
Hasaranga (1/31) also delivered with the 
ball for RCB.

“Over the moon. Really good bowling
effort. We felt there is enough tackiness in
the wicket that we were able to exploit with
the spinners and for the pacers to hold
their nerve against some powerful death
hitters to finish off the game was good,”
Maxwell said.

MOVING RIGHT DIRECTION
All-rounder is hopefully to peak right towards
the finals and find a way into the top four and
said that they are in the right direction.
“Hopefully, we can ride this momentum and
winning momentum is hard to stop. Our bowl-
ing group are starting to gel, and I feel we are

going in the right direction. We haven’t left
it too late, and we can peak right towards the
finals and find a way into the top four, said
Maxwell. Now, RCB are now at the fourth spot
with 12 points and CSK is ninth position with
six. After beating CSK, RCB will take on Sun-
risers Hyderabad on Sunday at Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai. ANI

GLENN MAXWELL LAUDS RCB’S ‘GOOD BOWLING EFFORT’

BOOK SHOWDOWN WITH LIVERPOOL IN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL

Harshal Patel Photos: PTI

K
arim Benzema scored an ex-
tra-time penalty as Real
Madrid pulled off another as-
tonishing comeback in the
Champions League to stun
Manchester City 3-1 on
Wednesday and book a show-
down with Liverpool in the fi-

nal. City looked certain to go through when Riyad
Mahrez put them 1-0 up and 5-3 ahead on aggre-
gate but Rodrygo, on as a substitute, scored an in-
credible late double, his goals in the 90th and 91st
minutes sending the tie to extra time.

KNOCK-OUT BLOW
With City still reeling, Real Madrid landed the
knock-out blow as Benzema earned and then con-
verted a spot-kick to snatch a 6-5 win on aggregate,
with another remarkable fightback at the Santia-
go Bernabeu added to the club’s long list of magi-
cal European nights. Madrid had already performed
the unlikeliest of rescue acts to defeat both Paris
Saint-Germain in the last 16 and Chelsea in
the quarterfinals. Like PSG and Chelsea
before them, City will wonder how they
emerged as losers from a match they
largely controlled and there will be
fresh scrutiny on coach Pep Guardi-
ola, who, for all his success, goes an-
other year without leading City to the
European glory they so crave.

In between, Luka Modric and Ro-
dri clashed over a Casemiro challenge
and then City stepped forward, squeez-
ing Madrid into errors as Kevin De Bruyne
hit Thibaut Courtois from distance before
the goalkeeper had to make a smart reaction save
from Bernardo Silva. Real Madrid survived and
then improved before the break, Modric causing a

roar of satisfaction when he outsprinted De Bruyne
to cut off a counter. Probably their best chance
came within seconds of the restart as Dani Car-
vajal found space down the right, but Vinicius Ju-
nior shot wide at the back post.

RHYTHM FOUND AGAIN
An injury to City right-back Kyle Walker checked
Madrid’s momentum and when the game found
its rhythm again, the visitors struck, Ilkay Gun-
dogan’s pass cutting through Madrid’s midfield
and finding Silva, who danced through to the edge
of the box. Silva shaped to shoot but instead
wedged the ball right to Mahrez, who smashed it
hard, early and past Courtois. Modric went off
and with the Croatian seemed to go some of
Madrid’s belief. Jack Grealish, on as a substitute,
could have made it two for City but somehow Fer-
land Mendy cleared off the line, before another
Grealish shot flashed past the post.

It felt inconsequential because Madrid looked
dead and buried but somehow, out of nowhere,
they found a way back. It was the 90th minute when
Benzema cushioned a ball brilliantly across for
Rodrygo to feather in at the near post and the cheer
for the goal was only a little louder than for the
stadium announcer then saying there would be
six minutes of added time. Madrid only needed
one as Carvajal swung a cross into the box, where
the diminutive Rodrygo headed in.

When play resumed, Madrid emerged the
stronger and four minutes in, they had a penalty,
Benzema tumbling over the tired, lunging leg of
Ruben Dias before ignoring City’s attempts at dis-
traction by rolling the spot-kick into the corner.
City pushed as Fernandinho came up just short
at the back post when Courtois parried away. A
late flick from Dias into the box floated harmlessly
into the hands of Courtois, City’s final attempt
coming to nothing. AGENCIES

Over the moon. Really good

bowling effort. We felt there

is enough tackiness in the

wicket that we were able to exploit

with the spinners and for the pacers

to hold their nerve against some

powerful death hitters to fin-

ish off the game was good

GLENN MAXWELL

Glenn
Maxwell

My philosophy is to not be scared of anyone.

If I play well, great; if I don’t, I learn from the match and move.

Saina Nehwal, Indian badminton player
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It’s a club that doesn’t

allow you to give up

even if it seems every-

thing is over. It gives you

the strength to keep

going, to fight, to believe.

Real coach,

CARLO ANCELOTTI
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City’s collapse would

have been almost

inexplicable had it

been against anyone

other than Real

Madrid, who advance

to their 17th final in

the competition.

They are a victory

away from lifting a

14th European Cup

BANGALORE OVERTAKE CHENNAI
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