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That's the Box
Office collec-
tion of SS
Rajamouli's
directorial
'RRR' world-
wide on the
third day of its
release. Set in pre-independ-
ence India, 'RRR' is a fictional
take on the younger days of celebrated freedom fighters, Komaram
Bheem and Alluri Seetharama Raju, portrayed by Jr NTR and Ram Charan.
The movie also features Samuthirakani, Olivia Morris, Alison Doody, and
Ray Stevenson.

The magnum opus
also became India's
biggest-ever open-
er with ` 223 crore
worldwide, after
overtaking
'Baahubali 2',
which had made 
` 217 crore 
worldwide on its
opening day

WHAT
The Bay
of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIM-
STEC) is a regional multilateral
organisation, which seeks to
foster regional and economic
cooperation among nations in
the littoral and adjacent areas
of the Bay of Bengal — India,
Thailand, Myanmar, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Bhutan.

WHEN
it wwas
estab-
lished:

Headquartered in Dhaka, this
sub-regional organisation
came into being in 1997,
through the Bangkok
Declaration. Initially, it was
formed with four member
states and was called ‘BIST-EC’
(Bangladesh, India, Sri-Lanka
and Thailand Economic
Cooperation). Following the
inclusion of Myanmar, it was
renamed as BIMST-EC. With the

admission of Nepal and
Bhutan in 2004, the name of
the grouping was changed to
‘Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation’ (BIM-
STEC).

WHAT
are iits
objec-
tives: It

aims to accelerate economic
growth and social progress
among the members across
multiple sectors — trade, tech-
nology, energy, transport,
tourism and fisheries, agricul-
ture, public health, poverty
alleviation, counter-terrorism,
environment, culture, people
to people contact and climate
change.

HOW
does iit
work: The
group holds

annual meetings hosted by
member states based on
alphabetical rotation. Sri
Lanka is the host nation this
time.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend a virtual summit of the
seven-nation BIMSTEC grouping today, which is expected to focus
on expanding economic engagement among its member countries

Guterres launches initiative for
humanitarian ceasefire in Ukraine
T

he UN secretary-general,
Antonio Guterres, has launched
an initiative for a humanitarian
ceasefire in the war-torn

Ukraine. “Today I am announcing that in
the exercise of my good offices, I have
asked Martin Griffiths, the coordinator of
our humanitarian work worldwide, immedi-
ately to explore with the parties involved,
the possible agreements and arrange-
ments for a humanitarian ceasefire in

Ukraine,” he said. A cessation of hostilities
will allow essential humanitarian aid to be
delivered and enable civilians to move
around safely. It will save lives, prevent
suffering, and protect civilians, he added.
The UN humanitarian agencies and part-
ners have reached nearly 900,000 people,
mainly in eastern Ukraine, with food, shel-
ter, blankets, medicine, bottled water, and
hygiene supplies in the past month, the
secretary general informed.

The ongoing conflict between
Ukraine and Russia has led to the
senseless loss of thousands of
lives, the displacement of 10 mil-
lion people, the systematic
destruction of essential infra-
structure, and skyrocketing food
and energy prices worldwide

The world has
been through a

lot and we continue to
go through a lot, but to
see the strength and
resilience is what truly
gives me hope
Deepika Padukone

Deepika Padukone
CONFERRED WITH TIME 100
Impact Award for contribution
to mental hhealth aawareness

A
ctress Deepika Padukone has been
awarded the TIME100 Impact Awards
for the second time
in her career. She

was lauded for her outstanding
commitment to mental health
advocacy. With this honour,
the actress joined a list of
several influential scientists,
politicians, activists, and
artistes.

Deepika was diagnosed with
depression and not only went
on to battle it, but broke all
stereotypes by speaking
about it, and has constantly
been advocating the impor-
tance of mental health ever
since. She also launched the
Live Love Laugh foundation
that works towards raising
awareness and destigmatise
mental health struggles

BIMSTEC
WHY IT IS 
SIGNIFICANT
FOR INDIA

1Due to setbacks to the South
Asian Association of Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), particu-

larly when its 2016 summit scheduled
to be held in Pakistan was suspended
after member countries declined to
participate, BIMSTEC has emerged as
the “preferred platform” for regional
cooperation in South Asia

2It allows India to pursue its three
core policies: Neighborhood First -
primacy to the country’s immedi-

ate periphery; Act East - connect India
with Southeast Asia; and economic devel-
opment of India’s northeastern states – by
linking them to the Bay of Bengal region
via Bangladesh and Myanmar

3It is a platform for India to
counter China’s creeping influ-
ence in countries around the

Bay of Bengal due to the spread of its
Belt and Road Initiative

The BIMSTEC region is home to roughly
22 per cent of the global population,
with a combined GDP of over $2.7 trillion

➤ Talks between Ukraine and
Russia began in Turkey without a
handshake. Ukrainian forces are
continuing counter attacks to the
northwest of Kyiv, and Russia has
kept up heavy shelling of
Mariupol, British military intelli-
gence said

INSTAGRAM MAY ALLOW USERS
TO RESPOND TO STORIES WITH

VOICE MESSAGES

Who’ll buy ‘the greatest picture
of defeat of colonialism’?

Pariksha Pe Charcha is part of the
larger movement, 'Exam Warriors',
led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

to create a stress-free atmosphere for
youngsters. It is a movement that is driven
by efforts to bring together students, par-
ents, teachers, and society to foster an envi-
ronment where the unique individuality of
each child is celebrated, encouraged, and
allowed to express itself fully
Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Union education minister

WHAT’S NEW? A 13-ft-tall
early 19th century painting of the
BBaattttllee ooff PPoolllliilluurr that historian
William Dalrymple has described as
"arguably the greatest Indian pic-
ture of the defeat of colonialism
that survives" will go under the
hammer at Sotheby’s soon.

WHAT ART: The painting, a 10-
metre- wide panoramic extending
over 10 sheets of paper produced
between 1799-1820 by
Seringapatam locals, which por-
trays the battle wwoonn bbyy TTiippuu SSuullttaann
aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee BBrriittiisshh, is worth about
`5-8 crore. This painting, one of
the only three, is the second paint-
ing of the Second Anglo-Mysore
War of 1780 being sold at
Sotheby’s.

HISTORY LESSON
The battle represents the triumph of
Haidar Ali, the ruler of Mysore, and his
son Tipu Sultan, against the British
troops of the East India Company. Tipu
Sultan commissioned a painting of the
battle as a mural for his palace, Daria
Daulat Bagh in Seringapatam in 1784.
This painting focuses on the moment
when two of the East India Company’s
ammunition tumbrils explode. Haidar
is seen with Tipu, who is in a tiger-
striped shirt and sniffing a rose with
sangfroid as he surveys the carnage.
An injured Scottish officer, Colonel
William Baillie, can be seen carried in
a palanquin. The panorama shows all
the gore of the battle, "including
heads flying off when someone is
decapitated"

` 500 CRORE

M
eta-owned photo-sharing platform Instagram is
reportedly working on a new feature that would
allow users to reply to Stories with an image or a
voice message. Alessandro Paluzzi, a developer who

reverse engineers apps to find upcoming new features, took to
Twitter to share a screenshot from Instagram Stories with a micro-
phone icon in the field for story replies. "Instagram is working on
the ability to reply to Stories with voice messages," Paluzzi said in
the tweet.

 Instagram introduced two new ways,  Favourites and
Following, to choose what users see in their feed. The compa-
ny said, it wants users to be able to shape Instagram into the
best possible experience and give them ways to quickly see
what they are most interested in

 Favourites show users the latest from accounts that they
choose, like their best friends and favourite creators. In addi-
tion to this view, posts from accounts in Favourites will also
show up higher in home feed. Following shows users posts
from the people they follow

 Both Favourites and Following will show users posts in
chronological order to quickly catch up on recent posts

TECHAWAY 
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It is a boost to students’ morale as UGC has stat-
ed that class 12 marks will not be mandatory for

admissions to universities and have left it to them
if at all, they wish to include it
as one of the criteria for

admission shortlist-
ing process.

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others’ faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI
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IN THE NEWS FOR

T
he University Grants
Commission (UGC)
has introduced a new
format of admitting

students in undergraduate
courses across central univer-
sities. Recently, the UGC an-
nounced the scrapping of for-
mula of admissions based on
class 12 marks and introducing
the Central Universities En-
trance Test (CUET) from 
session 2022-23.
STUDENT ALERT

CUET will be conducted in July
this year for the first time. The
application process is likely to
begin in the month of April.

IS CUET a good move by UGC?

be held guilty of war crimes?
IN THE NEWS FOR

A
s Russian forces
escalate their as-
sault on Ukraine,
the prospect that

their commander in chief,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, will ever stand trial
for the crimes they commit
may seem far-fetched. But
for some international le-
gal scholars, it is all but cer-
tain that Putin will one day
be indicted for war crimes
or crimes against humani-
ty in Ukraine, charges that
would turn him into an in-
ternational pariah, if not a
prisoner.

SHOULD

DO

I
Isolation by world leaders may not stop
Putin in his tracks. He must be held
guilty as the war perpetuated by him is

a grave crime committed against humani-
ty. It has gone beyond aggression and
muscle flexing to a systematic attack
against innocent and unarmed civilian popula-
tion. NAGARJUNA D, class XI, Meridian School, Banjara Hills, Hyd

YOU SPEAK

W
e should set up our
own climate goals
and our own target

to reduce carbon foot-
print. A variety of things
can be practiced for the
same: reducing the amount
of non-renewable sources, eat-
ing fewer animal products, shopping locally,
reducing and reusing our waste, etc.

RIDHANG JAIN, class X, SGVP Int’l,
Ahmedabad 

T
o truly save our world
we must work
together. We all

make small efforts at our
home and our neighbour-
hoods to make people
take steps. If everyone
starts setting climate targets for
themselves then only we can make a change! 

RAKSHIT DUBEY, class X,  Zebar School for
Children, Ahmedabad 

IN THE NEWS FOR

A
fter filing multiple
patents showcasing fold-
able designs ranging
from fantastic to slight-

ly crazy, it appears Samsung is 
finally set to bring a third foldable
phone to the market. This device,
seemingly codenamed ‘Diamond’,
is expected to launch alongside the
Galaxy Z Fold4 and Galaxy Z
Flip4.Vivo has officially teased the
launch of a new tablet and foldable
smartphone in China.

WE SPEAK
■ Since their incep-
tion, foldable smart-
phones are estimated
to have reached 11.5
million unit sales by
the end of 2021. The
fast-growing market is
unsurprisingly expect-
ed to continue expand-
ing throughout 2022
(and beyond), with
Samsung on top slot.

foldable phones be theWILLCAN

YOU SPEAK

I
n the recent times, we have seen how 
gadgets have evolved to be as portable
as possible, and sometimes even space

efficient. Foldable phones are another step
towards that process. A fascinating part about
it, is that the fold isn’t realised when the screen is
fully opened. Some new foldable phones also have another vari-
ant which fold outwards and can act as a widescreen tablet in
that mode. This adds versatility. Going by how it can transform
utility, it certainly seems to be the next ‘in’ thing.
SIDDHARTH KOTHARI, class X, St Joseph’s Boys High School,
Bengaluru

India let its guard down 

IN THE NEWS FOR

Two years after the Centre imposed a nationwide
lockdown in view of the Covid-19 outbreak and
followed it up with monthly review of health pro-

tocols, the National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) has decided against invoking provisions of the
Disaster Management Act beyond March 31 for man-
agement of the pandemic. The shift comes in view of
the steep decline in cases across the country in the past
few weeks and significant capacity-building at the state-
and Union Territory-levels for dealing with all aspects
of Covid containment and control.

you think more firms should

T
he CUET is a great initiative by 
UGC. The main advantage of this
format is that students need not

appear for various entrance tests offered by different uni-
versities. Moreover, the domain-specific questions will cre-
ate a customised test for students based on the subjects
they choose. CUET will also relieve parents of economical-
ly-backward students from the burden of paying to appear
for different entrance tests. VARADA SHENDYE, class X,
SSPM’s Sri Sri Ravishankar Vidya Mandir, Mumbai 

IN THE NEWS FOR

with Covid National Plan ending on Mar 31?

■ The Disaster Act Provisions being lifted after almost 2 years may come as a
relief, but it’s the country’s health that is at stake, so until the WHO declares
Covid as completely over, the govt and citizens need to be vigilant. 

A
s cases in India have now decreased, the public 
seems to be letting its guard down against the
virus. However, the new variant reported in China

and other parts of the world are of huge concern and for
this reason, the punitive measures shouldn’t be done
away with totally. 
BHOOMIKA CHAWLA, class XII, Bhavan Vidyalaya, Chandigarh   

Putin

YOU SPEAK

P
rofessional services firm KPMG has launched an India
Decarbonisation Hub to provide businesses and institu-
tions solutions for climate strategy and implementation,
low carbon finance, energy efficiency and decarbonisa-

tion digital program, among others.

WE SPEAK

WE SPEAK

WE SPEAK

set up decarbonisation hubs?

Leaders across sectors have to
address several competing impera-
tives: recover from the Covid-19 cri-
sis, prepare for a world of artificial
intelligence (AI) and extreme
automation, and grow in increasing-
ly competitive markets, while
achieving their net-zero pledges.

What’s decarbonisation? 
‘Decarbonisation’ tends to refer to
the process of reducing ‘carbon
intensity’, lowering the amount of
greenhouse gas emissions produced
by the burning of fossil fuels.
Generally, this involves decreasing

CO2 output per unit of electricity
generated. Reducing the amount of
carbon dioxide occurring as a
result of transport and power gen-
eration is essential to meet global
temperature standards set by the
Paris Agreement and UK 
government.

Steps toward low-carbon
and net-zero operations:
■ Ensure decarbonisation aligns
with your overall business strategy;
■Evaluate and develop a common
understanding of the non-linear
issues of climate change, competi-

tion for renewables and offsets,
and the impact of decentralised
energy in the marketplace;
■ Define the reporting strategy for
internal and external stakeholders,
including public disclosures;
■ Shift your capital structure to
account for the increasing role of
climate in finance;
■ Align executive compensation
with environmental performance;
■ Demonstrate provable progress

through targeted emissions-reduc-
tion initiatives that support broad-
er business goals.

WE SPEAK

HELP FIRMS GO GREEN

The concept of war crimes is a recent one. Before
World War II, it was generally accepted that the hor-
rors of war were part of the nature of war, states BBC

1
2
3

4

Before the 20th century, armies behaved brutally to
enemy soldiers – and whether there was any punish-
ment for this depended on who eventually won the war

Commanders and politicians usually escaped any pun-
ishment for their role in war – or, if they lost, were
summarily executed or imprisoned

Attitudes changed during World
War II when the murder of sev-
eral million people – mainly
Jews – by Nazi Germany, and
the mistreatment of both civil-
ians and prisoners of war by the
Japanese, prompted the Allied
powers to prosecute the people
they believed to be the perpe-
trators of these crimes

C
UET is a common entrance test for all the central
universities in the country. It will be mandatory for
the students to appear in it to take admissions in the

undergraduate programmes offered by 45 central universi-
ties of India. While the UGC has not issued a specific syl-
labus for the test, it has stated that all the questions will
be based on NCERT Class 12 syllabus. Academicians
believe that this would give an edge to CBSE students
rather than those from the state boards. CUET will be 
conducted in 13 languages.

next tech trend?

“We think that the carbonisation agenda is 
going to fundamentally change the way that
businesses operate. We’re thinking about 
issues such as how do we gather data, how do
we prove the verifiability of that data? How do
we encourage innovation? We’re thinking about
this as a global agenda,” said Mike Hayes,
Global Decarbonization Hub Lead.

YOU SPEAK
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