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““Read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read...if you

don’t read, you will never be a filmmaker.”
—  Werner Herzog 03

1. STANLEY KUBRICK
DIRECTOR | 2001:
A SPACE ODYSSEY
FAVOURITE FILMS
 I Vitelloni (Fellini, 1953)
Wild Strawberries
(Bergman, 1957)
 Citizen Kane (Welles,
1941)
 The Treasure of the
Sierra Madre (Huston,
1948)
 City Lights (Chaplin,
1931)

3. MICHAEL
MANN
DIRECTOR |
THE INSIDER
FAVOURITE FILMS
 Apocalypse Now
(1979, Francis Ford
Coppola)
 Battleship
Potemkin (1925,
Sergei Eisenstein)
 Citizen Kane (1941, Orson Welles)
 Dr. Strangelove (1964, Stanley Kubrick)
 Biutiful (2010, Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu)

5. MARTIN SCORSESE
DIRECTOR | TAXI DRIVER
FAVOURITE FILMS
 8 1/2 (1963, Federico
Fellini)
 The River (1951, Jean
Renoir)
 The Searchers (1956,
John Ford)
 Ugetsu Monogatari
(1953, Kenji Mizoguchi)
 Vertigo (1958, Alfred
Hitchcock)

7. BONG JOON HO
WRITER | SNOWPIERCER

FAVOURITE FILMS
 A City of Sadness
(1989, Hou Hsiao-
hsien)
 Cure (1997, Kiyoshi
Kurosawa)
 The Housemaid
(1960, Kim Ki-young)
 Fargo (1996, the
Coen Brothers)
 Psycho (1960, Alfred
Hitchcock)

9. GUILLERMO
DEL TORO
WRITER | EL LABER-
INTO DEL FAUNO
FAVOURITE FILMS
 Frankenstein (1931,
James Whale)
 Freaks (1932, Todd
Browning)
 Shadow of a Doubt
(1943, Alfred Hitchcock)

 Greed (1925, Erich Von Stroheim)
Modern Times (1936, Charlie Chaplin)

2. WOODY ALLEN
DIRECTOR | MANHATTAN

FAVOURITE FILMS
 Bicycle Thieves
(1948, Vittorio De Sica)
 The Seventh Seal
(1957, Ingmar
Bergman)
 Citizen Kane (1941,
Orson Welles)
 Amarcord (1973,
Federico Fellini)
 Rashomon (1950,
Akira Kurosawa)

4. CHRISTOPHER NOLAN
DIRECTOR | TENET
FAVOURITE FILMS
 2001: A Space Odyssey
(1968, Stanley Kubrick)
 Lawrence of Arabia
(1962, David Lean)
 On Her Majesty's Secret
Service (1969)
 Star Wars (1977, George
Lucas)
 The Man Who Would Be
King (1975, John Huston)

6. FRANCIS FORD
COPPOLA
DIRECTOR | APOCALYPSE NOW

FAVOURITE FILMS
 Ashes and
Diamonds (1958,
Andrzej Wajda)
 The Best Years of
Our Lives (1946,
William Wyler)
 Raging Bull (1980,
Martin Scorsese)
 The Apartment
(1960s, Billy Wilder)
 Sunrise (1927, F.W.
Murnau)

8. STEVE MCQUEEN
DIRECTOR | 12 YEARS A SLAVE
FAVOURITE FILMS
 The Battle of Algiers
(1966, Gillo Pontecorvo)
 Zero de Conduite
(1933, Jean Vigo)
 La Regle du Jeu (1939,
Jean Renoir)
 Tokyo Story (1953,
Yasujiro Ozu)
 Couch (1964, Andy
Warhol)

10. QUENTIN TARANTINO
WRITER | RESERVOIR DOGS
FAVOURITE FILMS
 The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly (1966,
Sergio Leone)
 Apocalypse Now
(1979, Francis Ford
Coppola)
 The Bad News
Bears (1976, Michael
Ritchie)
 Carrie (1976, Brian
DePalma)
 Dazed and
Confused (1993,
Richard Linklater)

JOHN GREEN 
John Green — one of the biggest super-
stars of American YA fiction — recently
sparked a wave of nostalgia when he
tweeted, “‘The Fault In Our Stars’ turned
ten years old.” Green was a popular vlog-
ger before he debuted as an author in
2005 with ‘Looking for Alaska’ which
turned out to be a bestseller. Since then,
he has accumulated a dedicated fan base
for widening the scope of YA novels with
his award-winning books like ‘An
Abundance of Katherines’ (2006), ‘Paper
Towns’ (2008), and ‘The Fault in Our Stars’
– the last two having been adapted into
hit films. Green is credited with exploring
messy teenage life, with themes of grief,
guilt, identity, with humour and compas-
sion. Besides being a successful novelist,
Green is an avid reader. For a feature in
‘The Week’, Green spoke about his
favourite coming-of-age classics which he
said dealt with darker themes not tradi-
tionally depicted in the YA genre. 

INFINITE JEST 
by David Foster Wallace 
“I read ‘Infinite Jest’ in college. Its portrayal
of a highly-
competi-
tive, aca-
demically
rigorous
tennis
academy
fascinated
me, but
what I
loved most
was the
novel’s
deep
under-
standing of
adolescent
depression
and anxiety. ‘Infinite Jest’ is also about
much else, of course — technology, global
politics, addiction — but it’s one of the best
coming-of-age stories I’ve ever read.” 

THE BLOOD
OF THE
LAMB 
by Peter de
Vries
“There are two
coming-of-age
stories here: one
in which Don
Wanderhop
endures a diffi-
cult (but often
hilarious) child-
hood, and another in which he must come
into a different kind of adulthood, as a
father of a child living with cancer. Funny,
angry, and thoroughly human, ‘The Blood
of the Lamb’ is the best novel about can-
cer I’ve ever read.”

THE ASTONISHING LIFE OF
OCTAVIAN NOTHING 
by MT Anderson

“This two-vol-
ume novel fol-
lows a young
slave who is
the subject of
a strange
enlightenment
experiment
until his life is
upended by
the American
Revolution. A
brilliant novel
of war and
race and the

madness of slavery, Octavian has
stayed with me for years.”

BRENE BROWN  
The long-time researcher, aca-
demic and storyteller has been
in the news for her latest book
‘Atlas of the Heart’, which like
her previous hits (including
‘The Gifts of Imperfection’,
‘Daring Greatly’, ‘Rising
Strong’) explores human
connections, shame . In
an interview Brown
revealed how some
books caused her to
change profoundly.

JUST MERCY 
by Bryan Stevenson
“This book is a call to
individual and collective
courage. Stevenson,
founder of the Equal
Justice Initiative, writes,
“Each of us is more than

the worst thing we’ve

ever done. My work with the poor and
the incarcerated has persuaded me
that the opposite of poverty is not

wealth; the opposite of poverty is
justice.” His work changed me.” 

WHY WON’T YOU
APOLOGIZE? 
by Harriet Lerner
“Lerner’s books have
shaped my life and
my career. I thought I
was good at apolo-
gising and making
amends, but this
book challenged
me in an unexpect-
ed and profound
way. Imagine a
world where we
move away from
blame and

defensiveness and
toward real accounta-

bility. This is the
road map.” 

DAN BROWN 
As the author of books jam-packed with
cryptography, conspiracy, and art history, it
is no surprise that some of Dan Brown’s
favourite books are about codes, ciphers
and other mysterious things. In an interview
the author — who has been translated into
57 languages and sold more than 250 million
copies worldwide — recommended books
that explore the interrelations of art, sci-
ence, language and philosophy.

GÖDEL, ESCHER, BACH 
by Douglas Hofstadter
“For anyone interested in the interrelation of
different sciences and art forms, this book
can be used as an eye-opening appetiser, a

main course, or a
delicious dessert.
I’m the son of a
mathematician and
a musician, so the
interrelations were
right up my alley.”

CODES,
CIPHERS, &
OTHER
CRYPTIC & CLANDESTINE
COMMUNICATION 
by Fred Wrixon
“This is a phenomenal encyclopedia cover-
ing the art, science, history, and philosophy
of cryptology. From the first Sumerian tablet
ciphers to modern-day computer encryp-
tion, this illustrated timeline explores hun-

dreds of cryptologic
methods, in addi-
tion to the men and
women who devel-
oped them. Of par-
ticular interest are
the battlefield
codes used by the
American founding
fathers during the
Revolutionary War.” 

GILLIAN FLYNN
It is no mystery that that the author of
highly acclaimed psychological thrillers
like ‘Sharp Objects’, ‘Dark Places’ and
‘Gone Girl’ has been a big fan of Agatha
Christie from an early age. In an inter-
view with the ‘The Guardian’, Flynn
spoke about how she discovered Christie
at a young age. Flynn told the daily about
how she discovered Christie at a young
age and credits her books for chang-
ing her life.  

AND THEN
THERE WERE
NONE 
by Agatha Christie
“When I was very
young – she was the
first author that I read
from the grown-up sec-

tion in the library. The realisation that
every character in that book was evil
slowly dawned on my 12-year-old brain. I
realised there were different gradations
of evil and it blew my mind. I gobbled her
up. It made me want to be a mystery
writer, the idea that you can be
entranced by bad characters.” 

THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 
by Joy Williams 

“The Quick and the Dead’ by Joy
Williams is one of my all-time
favourite books, and she’s one
of my favourite writers. Three
teenage girls, the desert, the
end of the natural world, hilari-
ous ghosts, experimental lab

monkeys – it’s a far-out
freaky book that’s so

beautifully written it’s
unbelievable.”

GREAT INSPIRATION AUTHORS AND DIRECTORS TALK
ABOUT AND LIST THEIR FAVOURITE
BOOKS AND FILMS, RESPECTIVELY
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MARIE KONDO
Whether you hate junk or
swear solemnly to never
get of rid of it in an edito-
rial rant, we all have Marie
Kondo to thank as she
introduced a very thorny
topic to conversations in the
living room around the world —
decluttering. The tidying
expert and bestselling
author from Japan
has been “enchanted
with organising” since
childhood. She rose to
recognition after her
debut book, ‘The Life-
Changing Magic of
Tidying Up’, was pub-
lished in the United
States in 2014, followed
by her blockbuster show
‘Tidying Up With Marie
Kondo’. In an interview
with Air Mail, Kondo
spoke about Elizabeth
Gilbert’s ‘Big Magic’ as
her inspiration. 

BIG MAGIC:
CREATIVE LIVING
BEYOND FEAR 
by Elizabeth Gilbert
“As a writer, I deeply
admire Elizabeth Gilbert’s
work and the way she
crafts a story. When a cer-

tain word or phrase
intrigues me while
I’m reading a book,
I’ll earmark the
page to revisit and
reflect on it. I’ve
done that in 46
places in this
book. ‘Big Magic’
will resonate not
only with people
who make a living
by expressing
themselves cre-
atively but also
with anyone who
wishes to lead a life
that is true to his or
her heart...” 



Australian cricket legend
Shane Warne had a very suc-
cessful international career
with plenty ofhighs along
the way.He played his first
Test match in 1992 and fin-
ished with 708 Test wickets,
the most taken by any bowler
in Test cricket.It was a record
he held till 2007.He also made
his mark in ODIs,dismissing
293 batsmen in 194 matches.
He was second on the  list of

all-time highest wicket-tak-
ers across formats in inter-
national cricket behind Sri
Lanka’s Muttiah Muralitha-
ran (1,347).

In 2013,he officially retired
from all formats ofthe game.

In 2014,he captained the Rest
ofthe World side in the Bi-
centenary Celebration match
at Lord’s.

Slow run-up, smooth action, no shift in
momentum and then the most unexpected variation… 

this is what defined Shane Warne, the master spin bowler, whose sudden
demise has evoked a flood of emotions. We take a look at the bowler that he was…  

“Age is no barrier. It’s a limitation you put on your mind.”
Jackie Joyner-Kersee, former athlete
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Slow run-up, smooth action, no shift in
momentum and then the most unexpected variation...

this is what defined Shane Warne, the master spin bowler, whose sudden
demise has evoked a flood of emotions. We take a look at the bowler that he was... 

Leg-spin is considered one of
the most difficult ofarts to
master,requiring great disci-
pline,practice and sacrifice.
Most spin bowlers resort to a
shift in momentum to gener-
ate the fast spin,leading to
awkward looking actions.

Warne’s action,on the other
hand,was easy-looking,bor-
dering on lethargic.Warne
had phenomenally strong
shoulders,arms and wrists.

This means he could greatly
spin the ball even with a short,
smooth run-up.He only took
two or three small steps.His
arm did not stretch too wide
when bowling.

Peculiarly,his release posi-
tions were aalways almost the
same,with no visible change
in action.Yet each ball veered
in different directions,mak-
ing it difficult for batsmen to
pick his variations.

For any cricketer,the awards and
titles they win are as important
as  records on the field.A look at
some awards Warne won.

1997 & 2004: Named Wisden
Leading Cricketer in the World.

2000: Named one offive Wis-
den Cricketers ofthe Centu-
ry,the only specialist bowler
and the only one still playing
at the time.

2004: Included as part of
Richie Benaud’s Greatest XI.
Recognised as best spin bowler
ofall time.

2007: Australia-Sri Lanka Test
series named Warne-Mu-
ralitharan Trophy in honour

ofWarne and Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan.

2007: Named in greatest ODI
XI ofall time.

2009: Honorary life member-
ship ofthe Marylebone Crick-
et Club.

2011: Statue unveiled outside
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

2012: Grandstand at Rose Bowl
ground in Hampshire named
the Shane Warne Stand.

2022: Less than 24 hours after
Warne’s death,Melbourne
Cricket Ground’s Great 
Southern Stand renamed as 
S K Warne Stand.

17 times,he won Player of
the Match awards,

making him the third high-
est recipient.

700 Test wickets:second
fastest in 144 matches.

10 wicket haul.Achieved
in 10 matches,makes it

second-most number of
times.

1001second-most wick-
ets in a career.

96 times he got most Test
wickets in a calendar

year.

250 ODI wickets:Fifth
fastest in 161 matches.

5 wicket in an innings:third
most at 38 times.

His bowling style won him
plenty ofadmirers,and was
often credited with reviving
leg-spin bowling in the 1990s.
He was widely known as the
‘king ofspin’because he rev-
olutionised spin bowling dur-
ing a time when Australia

was known for its fast
bowlers,like Glenn McGrath,
Brett Lee.The country too
had pitches which were not
spin friendly;despite these
conditions,Warne was the
spearhead ofthe Australian
bowling line up.

In June 1993,on the second
day ofhis first Ashes Test in
Old Trafford,Warne deliv-
ered a spectacular never-seen-
before delivery that bowled
out English batsman Mike
Gatting.The ball came to be
known as the The Ball ofthe
Century,Gatting Ball or sim-
ply That Ball.

It was his first ball in the series
against England but it signaled
the revival ofleg spin bowling.
Warne was the only spin
bowler in the Australian team
even though the pitch at Old

Trafford traditionally favoured
spin bowling.By then his style,
the leg spin,was thought ofas
being oflittle value in modern
games,with pace bowling be-
ing the dominant choice.

Australia,batting first had
post 289 runs.England were
at 71,and at the crease were
Graham Gooch and Mike
Gatting,a world-class player
renowned for facing spin
bowlers.It was expected that
Warne would have a tough
time against Gatting.Instead
he went on to make history.

Indian Premier League:
The inaugural Indian Premier League (IPL)
in 2008 saw the Rajasthan Royals grab the
trophy,with Shane Warne as the captain.
The victory will always remain one ofthe
career highs ofhis playing years.Contin-
uing to be part ofthe Royals,Warne played
55 matches between 2008 and 2011.He was

captain and coach and groomed a host of
young cricketers in the squad.

In 2009,Warne bowled at Lord’s for the Ra-
jasthan Royals in a Twenty20 match against
Middlesex.

In 2018,Warne made his return to IPL as

a member ofRR’s coaching staff.

Big Bash League:
In 2011,Warne played in the Australia’s in-
augural Big Bash League (BBL) for the Mel-
bourne Stars.He took seven wickets in
eight matches.The team reached the semi-
finals ofthe tournament.

1 b) India  
2 d) Rajasthan Royals  
3 d) 708    
4 a) 2007    
5 b) 2000
6 b) January 1992    
7 b) Ravi Shastri    
8 c) 195

ANSWERS

Photo: YouTube

A GREAT CAREER

After a slow run-up ofjust a
few paces,Warne delivered a
leg break.The rapidly spin-
ning ball travelled straight
down the pitch towards the
batsman,but then began to
drift to the right (due to the
Magnus effect).It eventually
ended up pitching several
inches outside the leg stump.
Gatting used the standard de-
fensive tactic ofthrusting his
left leg forward towards the
pitch ofthe ball,and pushing
his bat next to his pad.The
ball would ideally hit the pad
or the bat without danger of

being out.

However,Warne’s ball landed
in a patch which had been
worn down by pace bowlers
earlier in the game,causing it
to turn far more than expect-
ed.It nicked the passed the
outside edge ofhis bat,then
clipped the top ofhis off
stump,dislodging the bails
and sending them flying above
his head.Gatting could not be-
lieve what had happened.The
shocked batsman took sever-
al seconds to accept that he
had been bowled out.

BALL OF THE CENTURY

BOWLING LEGEND

HISTORY IN THE MAKING

DECEIVING ACTION

RECORDS

AWARDS AND HONOURS

MAKING HIS MARK IN THE LEAGUES

1 Against which team did Shane
Warne make his debut?

a) Pakistan   b) India
c) Bangladesh   d) England

2 Shane Warne Played for
which team in IPL?

a) Kolkata Knight Riders   
b) Mumbai Indians
c) Punjab Kings    

d) Rajasthan Royals

3 How many wickets did Shane
Warne take in his Test

career?
a) 706    b) 703    c) 701    d) 708

4 In which year did Shane
Warne announce his retire-

ment from Test?
a) 2007    b) 2008    c) 2009    
d) 2005

5 In which year was Shane
Warne selected as one of

the five Wisden Cricketers of
the Century, the only specialist
bowler selected in the quintet?
a) 1997    b) 2000    c) 2006    
d) 2001

6 In which year did Warne play
his first match?

a) February 1994    
b) January 1992

c) November 1997    d) July 2000

7 Who was Shane Warne’s first
test wicket?

a) Rahul Dravid    b) Ravi Shastri
c) Sachin Tendulkar    d) Kapil Dev

8 Shane Warne held the record
for most wickets in the

Ashes. How many had he
scalped?
a) 170    b) 157    c) 195    d) 141

QUIZ
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