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T he Balasaheb Thackeray
Samruddhi Mahamarg
(expressway) between Nagpur

and Mumbai will be the first highway in
the country where nine green bridges
(overpasses) and 17 underpasses for
wild animal movement are being con-
structed as part of mitigation meas-
ures. Also, all along the highway, leop-
ard-proof fences will also be construct-
ed so that the animal doesn’t jump
over on to the 701 km expressway,
which will see vehicles plying at speed
up to 150kmph. Bilal Habib, the scien-
tist with Wildlife Institute of India (WII),
Dehradun, who planned the wildlife
structures, said, “Apart from these
other structures, there will be 7 eco
bridges in WFA and 2 outside WFA.
Besides, there will be 17 wildlife under-
passes in WFA and 25 outside WFA.”

 The 120-metre wide road
runs through 10 districts of
Maharashtra and will cut the
travel time from 16 to 8 hours.
Of this 701km, 117km passes
through wildlife habitats, tiger
corridors, and eco-sensitive
zone (ESZ) of three sanctuaries
— Tansa, (corridor of
Harishchandragadh sanctuary),
Katepurna, and Karanja Sohol
called as wildlife-focused area
(WFA). Hence, the forest
department insisted on mitiga-
tion steps to prevent animal
deaths in road hits

FIRST IN THE 
COUNTRY: A FLYWAY

FOR ANIMALS

UKRAINE CRISIS

HARSHEST OF ALL:
DOLLAR CLEARING
 The United States holds one of the
most-powerful financial weapons to wield
against Putin —blocking Russia from
access to the US dollar. Dollars still domi-
nate in financial transactions around the
world, with trillions of dollars in play daily

 Transactions in US dollars ultimately
are cleared through the Federal Reserve

or through US financial
institutions. Crucially for
Putin, it means foreign
banks have to be able to
access the US financial
system to settle dollar
transactions

 The ability to block that
access gives the United
States the ability to inflict
financial pain well beyond
its borders

 Previously, the US has
suspended financial insti-
tutions from dollar clearing
for allegedly violating
sanctions against Iran,
Sudan and other countries

Overall, the US and its allies aim
to impose sanctions that com-
pel Putin to change his ways,
while hoping to minimise the
harshest impacts on ordinary
Russians and any collateral eco-
nomic damage on the US and
European allies

US sanctions

AGAINST
RUSSIA

1The sanctions have been imposed on two large Russian financial
institutions: VEB and their military bank, as well as on Russian sov-
ereign debt, which according to Biden is to "cut off Russia's govern-

ment from Western financing"

2Russia "can
no longer
raise money

from the West and
cannot trade in its
new debt on our
markets or
European markets
either", the US
President said

3Biden
said that
his

administration
"will also
impose sanc-
tions on
Russia's elites
and their fami-
ly members

4Germany announced on
Tuesday that it would suspend
its certification of the newly-

built but never operated Russia-to-
Germany Nord Stream 2 pipeline. A
multi-billion-dollar project of Russia's
Gazprom energy company and
European companies, the pipeline
would carry Russia's natural gas to the
lucrative markets of Europe

WhatsApp launches
'Safety in India' resource
hub for online safety

M
eta-owned WhatsApp has launched a ded-
icated 'Safety in India' resource hub
highlighting a host of safety measures to
help people stay safe online. The launch

of the resource hub comes after WhatsApp's week-long
campaign, #TakeCharge to promote the safe use of the
Internet. "Safety of our users is at the core of every-
thing we do at WhatsApp and launching a dedicated
'Safety in India' resource hub is a way of reiterating our
commitment to educating and empowering users to take
control of their online safety," Abhijit Bose, Head of
India, WhatsApp, said in a statement.

Batman fans, here comes the fully functional
BATMOBILE
B

atman lovers, this one's for you! A 23-year-old architect Nguyen Dac Chung
has managed to develop the world's first extremely functional electric
Batmobile. Yes, the vehicle of every DC fanatic's dreams has come to life —

better now than ever before. And it goes beyond the basic display value of
Batmobiles developed over years. The bonus in this Batmobile is that it's entirely
electric - environment-friendly Batman would love it!Inspired by Christopher
Nolan's Dark Knight Trilogy of Batman films, the Batmobile is hand-built, with
most of it 3-D printed with Nguyen handcrafting the rest. Dubbed as 'The
Tumbler' due to its heavy, almost tank-like appearance, the Batmobile was built
after Nguyen Dac Chung assembled a team of mechanics, 

engineers, designers, and
architects.

 Currently, the Batmobile is on
display at Van Daryl, a gallery situ-
ated in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
According to Design Boom, the
gallery was by Daryl Villaneuva, the
chief of Bandit9 Motorcycle. The
gallery hosts a series of rare futur-
istic vehicles inspired by major
tropes in science fiction and comic
books, like the globally-
revered Batmobile

The Batmobile is the fic-
tional car driven by the
superhero Batman. Housed in the
Batcave, which it accesses through
a hidden entrance, the Batmobile
is both a heavily-armoured tactical
assault vehicle and a personalised
custom-built pursuit and capture
vehicle that is used by Batman in
his fight against crime

1 While this isn’t the first Batmobile build,
Nguyen’s build is the first electric one and
is available for purchase. However, the elec-

tric car only reaches speed of up to 104 kilometres
per hour, while the interior is still rudimentary

2 The whole project took close to two years,
with the process of making it road-ready
itself taking 10 months

3 While the frame is made
from steel, the body is a
mix of elements like com-

posite, abs, steel, and carbon fibre.
The Batmobile is partially
handcrafted while the rest is
3D-printed. Weighing 600
kilograms, the Batmobile is
able to achieve highway

speeds

FIRST ELECTRIC

FOR A CAUSE

1The resource hub explores several important
topics around online safety, privacy and secu-
rity, debunks common myths, in addition to

creating awareness on how users can safeguard
themselves from potential cyber scams in today's
digitally connected world

2Through the 'Safety in India' hub,
WhatsApp's goal is to build aware-
ness about the various safety

measures and in-built product features
that empower users to take control of
their safety while using the service. The
resource hub also highlights advanced technol-
ogy that WhatsApp deploys along with India-
specific processes that help prevent the
spread of misinformation and any form of
abuse on the platform

Now, instead of starting the
ceremony and broadcast all
at once, the Dolby Theatre
ceremony will begin an hour
before the telecast does. The
presentation and speeches
of those early eight winners
will be edited and featured
during the three-hour live
broadcast, which Rubin
emphasised would still pro-
vide each winner with their
'Oscar moment'

To combat slumping ratings,
the Oscars are undergoing
a radical slimming down,

with eight awards to be presented
off-air during next month's tele-
cast of the 94th Academy Awards.
In a letter sent to members of the
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts
and Sciences, the group's presi-
dent, David Rubin said that the
awards for film editing, produc-
tion design, sound, makeup and
hairstyling, music (original score)
and the three short film awards
(documentary, live-action and an-
imated) will be presented at the
ceremony before the March 27 live
broadcast begins on ABC.

OSCARS SLIM DOWN, WILL HAND OUT 8 AWARDS
OFF-AIR AHEAD OF NEXT MONTH'S BROADCAST

Entertainment

SC DISMISSES PLEA SEEKING CANCELLATION OF
OFFLINE BOARD EXAMS FOR CLASSES X, XII

T he Supreme Court on
Wednesday dismissed a plea
seeking cancellation of offline

board examinations for classes X and XII
to be conducted by the CBSE and sever-
al other boards this year, saying such
petitions give “false hope” and create
“confusion” among students, who are
going to appear in these exams. The
apex court observed that the petition is
“ill-advised” and “premature” and the
authorities are yet to take appropriate
decision with regard to conducting
exams of the various boards.

 The plea had
sought direc-
tions to the
CBSE and other
education
boards, which
have proposed to hold board examinations
for classes X and XII in offline mode, to
devise alternate modes of assessment.
 The CBSE has decided to conduct term
two board exams for classX and class XII
from April 26

Biden imposes sanctions as Russia begins

'INVASION OF UKRAINE'
I

n response to Russia declaring the two
rebel regions of Ukraine as independ-
ent states, US President Joe Biden has
imposed tough new sanctions on
Moscow in the wake of what he called

"the beginning of a Russian invasion" of Kiev.
Biden said the first tranche of sanctions to
impose costs on Russia are "far beyond the
steps we and our allies and partners imple-
mented in 2014".



“A happy family is but an earlier
heaven.”

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, NOVELIST & PLAYWRIGHT THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 202202 FAMILY TIME

INTERVIEW

NEWBIE

Tell us your story. What drew you to
build this app?
What I have come to realise over the years is that bul-
lying is often ignored and goes unreported, which is
why most of it is unresolved. And this is because vic-
tims are scared to report as they feel someone will
find out. Moreover, there is no clear well-established
reporting mechanism available for schools to use,
and schools have no way of knowing about the trends
and occurrence of bullying cases. I saw a need and I
decided to create a solution. With the help of my men-
tors and team, I started working on the app, namely
Kavach. Kavach, which translates to ‘shield’ in Hin-
di, provides a ‘virtual shield’ to victims, bystanders
and parents. Basically, Kavach is an incident-report-
ing mobile app using which any child or parent can
use to report bullying anonymously and without fear.

How can the school take action?
The incidents can be viewed by the school where bul-
lying took place on a dashboard given to them and they
can take appropriate action to sort them out. Schools
can also see detailed reports and analysis on the pat-
terns of bullying in their institution based on the re-
ported incidents. This can help them and their coun-
sellors to take appropriate action. For example,
on analysis most bullying cases take place
at the poorly lit school corridor/corners.

According to a UNICEF study,
bullying in schools is a glob-
al problem, tell us your
views and how schools
across the world need to
address this problem seri-
ously?
Bullying mostly takes place in
schools because that’s an envi-
ronment where youngsters inter-
act with one another the most. It is
so widespread; experts have started to
consider it as an ‘epidemic’. Clearly,
schools have a lot of control over the
situation. Their actions decide whether
or not they facilitate a bullying-free zone.
In the past, they have overlooked the sit-
uation, trivialised it, and deemed it was
not their responsibility. However, it is the
moral responsibility of schools to take
care of students’ well-being and mental
health, make sure they don’t face any sort
of violence or bullying.

What is the unique selling point of
your app, and have you patented it?

There is no other anonymous bullying re-
porting app for students, parents
and kids in India. This is the
first. We have applied for a
trademark.

What were the chal-
lenges you faced
while building the
app?
My team and I faced a lot of
issues while ideating as

there were many scenarios
to take into consideration –
things like malicious reporting. We had
to look at every scenario, present a so-

lution and measure its implications. We
also struggled with technical errors such as
bugs. This process has been quite a task, but
a fun one according to me. Our app is secure
and ensures privacy of data; all the data we

collect is stored on a secure server on cloud, and it
can only be accessed by the Kavach team to develop
a better understanding and provide more relevant
services and recommendations.

How did you get the
initial support for the
building of the app?
I got initial support for the
building of the app from my
parents. I see the app reach-
ing new heights today. I aim
to impact at least 1 lakh kids
and implement Kavach in 100
schools by the end of this
year.

What about ‘good
management tips’ to fellow students?

Time management is everything. If you can manage
your time well, you will be able to do multiple things
in a day and balance your life out extremely well.
Create a timetable and find time for everything.

C
hoosing which book to get for your chil-
dren to read in their downtime can some-
times be a daunting task given that the
bookstores are bursting with  options. How-
ever, to ensure that they are well read, all

children must read a few books and authors by the
time they are done with school. If you are not sure
where to start, we’ve got you covered. This special read-
ing list has been curated by Shubira Prasad, author of
the ‘The Demons of Jaitraya’. An avid reader of chil-

dren's literature, she
shares more than a few 
titles that will get you to
a great start. In her notes,
the author shared that
her list has been curated
with the presumption
that most readers are 
already familiar with
popular titles including
series like ‘Harry Potter’,
‘The Chronicles of Nar-
nia’ and ‘Wimpy Kid’ as
well as authors like Roald
Dahl and the likes.
Happy reading!

Just like every relationship, in the relationship between children
and parents there should be respect for each other’s space. There

should not be congestion, clash of friction in the ideas and opinions
of the two generations she says. Giving them space will give them a
chance to rethink their decisions, their likings and their dislikings.
In an interview she had said, if your child doesn’t like certain things
to eat, leave them on their own for some time, do not force them to eat.
Keep the food aside and let them eat it whenever they like. Let them
decide when they want to eat.

“Do not focus on
your children only”
This and other parenting advices
Sudha Murthy has for parents

MORE ABOUT KOSK
Kosk, which is a combination of the Korean word
‘Ko’ for both the nose and mask, is being sold for
$8.13 (`600) for a box of ten. Naturally, it gained
a lot of attention on the internet for its efficacy.
While some lauded the idea, others pointed out
that Covid is airborne and can still enter the
body through an uncovered mouth.

AGENCIES

WHAT EXACTLY IS A ‘KOSK’? LET’S FIND OUT
A new mask that can be used to
cover only the nose while dining
has raised some eyebrows. Made by
a South Korean company, the mask
consists of two parts, one of which
covers the nose and the other, the
mouth. The bottom half can be
removed for eating purposes.

‘Kosk’ is all the rage in South Korea

teen is ready to take on bullies
At 13, she is armed with a business plan for an app she is passionate about. Meet
Anoushka Jolly from Pathways School, Gurgaon, who is as swift as a shark, when it
comes to answering queries on its application model, possible threats, and source of
revenue. Jolly has drawn the blueprint: she calls it a ‘revolutionary move’ to bring
justice and a shield (read Kavach) for those bullied in the ‘dark corridors of the
schools’. In conversation with MMaalliinnii  MMeennoonn, Jolly shares how she sees aims to impact
at least 1 lakh kids and implement Kavach in 100 schools by the end of this year

A READING LIST

BOOKS

ADD THIS TO YOUR READING SHELF
1

THE CONCH BEARER by
Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni, which is a
story about two children
who discover a magical
conch and go on to fun
filled adventures. 

6
Fans of mythology will
enjoy THE SAGE WITH
TWO HORNS by Sudha
Murthy. Also read ‘The
Girl Who Drank The
Moon’ by Kelly Barnhill.

11

‘HISTORY OF INDIA’ by
Roshen Dalal —  a two-vol-
ume book set is again a
must for children of all ages.

12
FELUDA by Satyajit Ray. In these
delightful stories, author and leg-
endary filmmaker Satyajit Ray writes
about Feluda’s antics and regales you
with the most interesting cases.

13
HAROUN AND THE SEA OF STORIES
by Salman Rushdie, which is about
the 12-year-old Haroun who sets out
on a magical quest. The book is filled
with magic and adventure.

7
A book that every
teenager should read is
Jonathan Livingston
Seagull’s LOVE STORY,
which is short yet quite
a meaningful story.

8
THE ANIMAL FARM by
George Orwell is a sweet
book which has consis-
tently featured on best-
seller lists for a reason
for decades now.

9
A WRINKLE IN
TIME by Madeline
L’Engle is a ter-
rific sci-fi book
for young adults.

2
Ruskin Bond’s GREAT STO-
RIES FOR CHILDREN is a
collection of short stories
and a must read especially
for children between 8 to
14 years (though people of
all ages will enjoy it.)

3
For the budding
cricketers the
SPORTS
ENCYCLOPEDIA by
Wojciech Liponski
can be an extremely
interesting read.

4
THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR by
Eric Carle is the
surest way to get
every toddler to
fall in love with
books.

5
Author Ogden Nash needs no
introduction. THE TALE OF
CUSTARD THE DRAGON is one of
his most famous poems, which
promises plenty of laughs and
giggles from young readers.

10
KAMALA AND MAYA’S BIG IDEA
by Meena Harris for children of
the age group 4 to 8 years. It is
written by Kamala Harris’ niece
about two girls who want to turn
an empty field into a playground.  

14
THE BOYS WHO FOUGHT by
Devdutt Patnaik is a fantastic
retelling of the ‘Mahabharata’,
in simple language, a good read
for young children.

How did you go to the market and find funding for the app?
➤ I first brainstormed with my mentors and friends
about the idea of having an app like Kavach,
its pros and cons, viability and also
took feedback on the idea from
many.  Initially, I had decided on a
very basic concept: students or
parents would report and
schools can see. After talking
to my mentors and team, I
decided to include features in
the app that would allow the
schools to view reports and
details about the patterns of bul-
lying in their institution.

➤ Many names also came up in these ses-
sions but then, we all loved Kavach.

➤ Then I created a wireframe of the app. Wireframe
is basically a design of how the app will look like,
screen by screen) It showed the investors how it will

look like when it is actually developed. I took inspi-
ration from various apps that we use in our

daily routine. We made many designs and
rejected many before we finalised the

one I showcased to the investors.

➤ I also created a business plan
with the help of my mother, who
is a CA, to show how the revenue
will be earned. We discussed
expenses we will incur to get the

app developed and took quotes
from various companies and free-

lancers.

➤ With the wireframe and business plan, I
got selected and raised funding for my app on

the Indian Reality TV show, Shark Tank India at a `50
lakh valuation. I managed to raise funding at a pre-
revenue stage. When I had finished conceptualising, I
partnered with an app developer. 

GIVE THEM SPACE

Do not force a child to follow things. Do not push your habits into
the child. Set an example before them. Make it so exemplary that

the child would love to pick it up as a habit, says Murthy in one of her
blogs.C hildren are like sponges, they pick up the habits from 
observing their parents. So, do not do anything that you do not want
your child to pick up as a habit, she says.

If you want your child to study in the evening, you also have to
pick up a book and read at that time, she says.

Children do not need heroes outside homes; they absorb a lot from
their parents. They do not do what their parents ask them to do, they
do what they see their parents doing, she has said in one of her 
popular interviews.

SET EXAMPLES

Simple living is the easiest way to live through
life and nobody can put it together perfectly

than Sudha Murthy. Always revered for her sim-
plicity and high thinking, Murthy always ad-
vises parents to follow the same in parenting.
Be it food or attire or the decorum of the house,
the Infosys Foundation Chairperson has always
been a follower of simple living in her life.

LIVE SIMPLE

This is one of her famous anecdotes where she talks about organ-
ising a birthday party for her son. Instead of spending ̀ 50,000 for

a birthday party she said, she suggested her son to have a small par-
ty and give the rest of the amount to their driver’s children for their
education. “Initially my son did not agree,” she says. “But after three
days he agreed to a small party. Many years later, on his birthday he
gave his scholarship money and asked me to use it to help the fami-
lies of soldiers who had lost their lives in the 2001 Parliament attack
in India,” she says.

Teaching the idea of sharing money, kindness, love and hope to
kids is very much essential. This indirectly teaches them equality and
inclusivity.

INTRODUCE CHILDREN
TO THE IDEA OF SHARING

While parenting needs a great deal of attention, putting the prime
focus on the child will suppress the ability of the child to notice

his or her own talents. In an interview she asked parents not to focus
on children all the time. “Don’t pester your child to excel at every-
thing aka swimming, piano, elocution, cricket, art, etc. Let them pon-
der, let them think, give them free time, let them blossom at their own
pace. Lead by example, if you want them to read, switch off your TV
or phone and sit down to read yourself. Kids learn much more by 
example than by sermon,” she told a journal.

DO NOT FOCUS ON
YOUR CHILDREN ONLY

Shubira Prasad

“We found that most
cases of bullying 

happen at dimly-lit
school corners and
corridors. Clearly,
schools will have a
lot of control over
the situation with

this app”
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