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➤ Imagine if you were a clock...
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➤ Disney responds to
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White and The Seven
Dwarfs’ remake

PAGE 2 PAGE 3

➤Mané caps 3-1 win to
send Senegal into
African Cup final

PAGE 4

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

Wetlands: World’s ‘Liquid
ASSETS’ DRYING UP!

■ More than 19,500 animal and plant species depend on wetlands for survival
globally ■ Wetlands can hold pollutants such as heavy metals and phosphorous
■ Called the ‘kidneys’ of the planet, they are are excellent at absorbing flood
water and freeing it slowly into the ground ■ Asset in agricultural areas
WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT IT: Wetlands,
amongst the world’s most economical-
ly valuable eco-systems and essential
regulators of the global climate, are dis-
appearing THREE TIMES FASTER THAN
FORESTS.This is the key finding of the
first-ever Global Wetland Outlook by the
Ramsar Convention, a global treaty rat-
ified by 170 countries to protect wetlands
and promote their wise use.

WHAT ARE WETLANDS? Wetlands, often
known as ‘liquid assets’ are the most
crucial natural resources that help sta-
bilise water supplies, cleanse polluted
waters, protect shorelines, and recharge
groundwater aquifers. The degradation
of wetlands is happening unabated
across the world, including in India. 

HOW CONSCIOUS IS INDIA ABOUT IT: Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav launched
‘Wetlands of India’ Portal, a single point
access to all information relating to wet-
lands. The portal also hosts capacity
building material, data repository, videos

and and information for students.
Yadav stated that the government un-
der the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is taking affirmative ac-
tion, involving communities and citi-
zens, in halting and reversing wetlands

degradation and loss. India now has a
network of 49 Ramsar sites covering an
area of 10,93,636 hectares, the highest
in South Asia.Two new Ramsar sites,
Khijadiya wildlife sanctuary in Gujarat
and Bakhira wildlife sanctuary in 
Uttar Pradesh, were announced on the
occasion of World Wetlands Day at the
Sultanpur National Park, recently. 

The Plantanal is
the largest wetland
in the world, extending
across Brazil, Paraguay,
and Bolivia. It covers
140,000 to 195,000 km

WHAT IS THE MESSAGE
WE NEED TO GIVE OUT?
The key message of ‘World Wetlands
Day’ is to call for stepping up invest-
ment of financial, human, and politi-
cal capital to save the wetlands from
disappearing and to restore those
we have degraded. The theme for
2022 is ‘Wetlands Action for People
and Nature’

N
eeraj Chopra, India’s first-ever winner
of an Olympic athletics gold medal,
has been nominated for the 2022
Laureus World Breakthrough of the

Year Award. He is one of the six nominees for the
prestigious Award.

With his second throw measuring 87.58 metres,
Chopra became the first Indian track and field athlete
to win an individual Olympic gold medal during the
2020 Tokyo Olympics, the other being Abhinav Bindra
in air rifle in 2008. He is only the third Indian
athlete to be nomi-
nated for a Laureus
Award, after wrestler
Vinesh Phogat in
2019 and cricket
maestro Sachin
Tendulkar. The crick-
et icon won the
Laureus Sporting
Moment Award 2000-
2020 that marked
the big moment dur-
ing the 2011 ICC
World Cup, when his
team carried him on
their shoulders in a
lap of honour after
India’s win.

The Laureus
World Sports
Award for
Breakthrough of the
Year is an annual award
honouring the achieve-
ments of those individu-
als or teams who have
made a breakthrough
performance in the
world of sports. It was
first awarded in 2000 as
one of the seven con-
stituent awards present-
ed during the Laureus
World Sports Awards.

JACKIE CHAN CARRIES OLYMPIC
TORCH ATOP GREAT WALL

The Olympic torch relay be-
gan its second day on
Thursday atop the Great

Wall, with Hong Kong actor Jack-
ie Chan and Chinese Olympic
medallists among those taking
turns carrying the flame along
a route shortened to three days
due to Covid. Table tennis
Olympic gold medallist Ma Long
and Wu Jingyu, a two-time gold
medallist in taekwondo, were
among those carrying the red-
and-silver spiral torch along the
Badaling section of the Great
Wall. The Games will be held
from Feb 4-20.

NEW GAMES? PUTIN-XI TIES?
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Russia and China
play an “important stabilising
role” in international politics
ahead of a meeting this week
with Xi Jinping in Beijing. Putin,
who is off to the Chinese capi-
tal to attend the Winter Olympics, said discussion of “rele-
vant international topics” will also happen. 

Badaling,
the section

of the wall
most often vis-

ited by tourists, is 70
km northwest of cen-
tral Beijing in the
Yanqing district, near
the Olympics sliding
and Alpine skiing ven-
ues. It was built
around 1500 AD dur-
ing the Ming dynasty.
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RAFAEL NADAL SAYS 21 GRAND
SLAM TITLES ‘NOT ENOUGH’

Rafael Nadal said he is
still not satisfied with
his 21 Grand Slam 

titles following his historic
triumph at the Australian
Open recently. The Spaniard
could now make it 22 at the
French Open in June, where
he has been crowned cham-
pion a record 13 times 
already. “I have no idea what
number of Grand Slams I will have. Not long ago I would have
signed for just being able to play tennis again. I want to be
the one with the most majors... I would love that, but I’m not
obsessed, absolutely not. Whatever comes is welcome and I
don’t think 21 is enough to be honest.”

MSD FANS ARE IN FOR A TREAT!

The weekend started early for MS Dhoni fans after the first
look of the much-anticipated new-age graphic novel,
‘Atharva-The Origin’, launched on Wednesday evening.

HEALTH
Not all who snooze will lose, as a new study
has linked sleep-deprived teenagers with
increased consumption of high
sugar/carb food

 SPRING SPECIAL
Come February and everything
‘springs’ to life. A reason
why we bring you a
spring package to get
you set for the season
FITNESS: This is the right
season to start your
workout and we tell you the
right kind of workouts
FOOD: Munch on the
right and bright
spring diets
FASHION &&
TRENDS: A spring
style and self-
care guide
TRIVIA: Quick facts about
the season 

 ETIQUETTE
How to reclaim your personal space –

politely but perfectly and idea of
personal space in a digital world 

PLUS: Learn to deal with nosy 
people; Take our email
etiquette quiz  

FILMS, BOOKS
10 lessons to inspire you to

get financially wise
PLUS: Best books
to teach your kids
about money
matters; Ten
movies that teach
the value of money

SPORTS
Virat Kohli’s
records as Captain
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Is veganism the key to a greener tomorrow?
Why Veganism Is A

Fave With Gen Z
 Veganism, a
seemingly innocent
word has become
an important tool in
the fight against
degrading environ-
mental conditions,
and it has done so in
style. It is more than
just a diet. It is about

choosing a way of life that
excludes animal-based products,
particularly food. 
 It is a philosophy that vehe-
mently opposes the use of ani-
mals as commodities. Perhaps,
this is why celebrities like Lewis
Hamilton and Tom Ford are so
adamantly in favour of a plant-
based, eco-friendly diet.
 Veganism is also the key to
promoting good health.
According to research, eating

animal flesh, milk and eggs may
be as harmful as smoking.
 Another study found that
strict vegans have the lowest
cancer rates, followed by vege-
tarians who don’t eat meat but
do consume animal-based prod-
ucts like eggs or milk.
 Leading organisations have
repeatedly stated that the meat
industry is a major source of 
pollution, food scarcity and
ocean depletion. 

E ver since the world woke up
to the news of Wordle being
sold to NYT, gloom has been

cast on fans who now worry that the
application may not be free anymore.
Although creator of the game Josh
Wardle clarified in his statement that
the game would remain free, some fans
seem not so convinced. 

HOW TO SAVE WORDLE
 Go to www.powerlanguage.co.uk/wordle
 Right-click anywhere on the page or use the
menu depending on your browser  Select
‘Save as web page’ Save it on the desktop
 An HTML file will be visible on the desktop
 Clicking the HTML will open the game in your
browser even if you are offline. ET

Worried about ‘paid Wordle’? Here’s a hack

RAMSAR SITES are wetlands of
international importance as per
UNESCO’s 1971 Convention on
Wetlands held in Ramsar, Iran 

Saving the game as HTML on
desktops will let users play it in
its original formI am satisfied that this is the

final resting place of one
of the most impor-
tant and contentious

vessels in Australia’s mar-
itime history, said Kevin

Sumption, the chief executive of
the Australian National Maritime
Museum. He gave further details
that he said had convinced them it
was the Endeavour, including the
size of the timbers, that it was
European-built, and the scuttling
holes in the keel. 

What we see on the shipwreck
site under study is consis-

tent with what might
be expected of the

Endeavour. But, there has been
no indisputable data found to prove
the site is that iconic vessel, and
there are many unanswered ques-
tions that could overturn such an
identification, said DK Abbass, the
executive director of the Rhode
Island Marine Archaeology Project,
adding, “We will be filing a detailed
investigation report”.

NEERAJ CHOPRA
NOMINATED FOR 

2022 LAUREUS
WORLD 

Breakthrough

February
2, 1971, marks
the date of the
adoption of the
Convention on

Wetlands 

Aussies say James Cook’s ship
was found, US says not so fast

A ustralian maritime
experts said on
Thursday they believed

they’ve found the wreck of one
of the most important ships in
the history  of the South Pacific
after it was scuttled in the US
more than 200 years ago. But
archaeologists in the US quickly
countered by saying the findings
were premature and a breach of
contract in their joint research.

FOR ENDEAVOUR’S HISTORY LOG
ON TO TOISTUDENT.COM

TOP NEWS

Swear off meat is a
popular New Year’s
resolution among

millennials and Gen Z.
Modern-day generations are
more aware of the conse-
quences of excessive meat
consumption and are volun-
tarily attempting to reduce
it. Today, ‘mock meat’, a
sustainable lifestyle, and
empathy for all, is driving
veganism forward



ONE WORLD, DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
Explore diversity in vision and figure out how the same topic may be viewed
differently by different folks. This is a mirror to society and life

No more a SUPERHERO, our
BRATMAN can be BATMAN again

I
n April 2021, I had written
in this column about how,
over the years, I had become
an Indian cricket fan and not

necessarily an India cricket fan. Vi-
rat Kohli becoming India’s Test cap-
tain, and then captain across all for-
mats, had made my transformation
complete. And I know it is not just
me. I found repugnant Kohli’s stag-
gering sense of entitlement, his con-
viction that he could get away with
anything (he frequently did), his bul-
lying of umpires, his disrespectful
conduct towards
opposition play-
ers, his chest-
thumping, eye
pop- ping, re-
pulsive body
language, and
his smugness and
arrogance. As India
cricket captain, he was
the worst possible am-
bassador our country
could have had. Also — and
this is just as important — he
was a superhero and role model
to millions of young Indian cricket
fans and aspiring players. To them,
it seemed as though snarling and
swearing were the epitome of
cricketing conduct. After all,
riding roughshod is

the easier — and more alluring —
option in life. It is much harder to
practise restraint and cultivate dig-
nity and poise. And now, suddenly
(or, perhaps, not as suddenly as out-
siders would imagine), Kohli is no
longer captain in any format of the
game. He resigned from the T20 cap-
taincy in October 2021 (and said, with
characteristic arrogance and enti-
tlement, that he would like to con-
tinue leading India in the other for-
mats). The selectors, of the opinion
that the team should have only white-
ball captain, removed him from the
ODI captaincy.

Finally, after losing the Test series
1-2 to South Africa (a series in which
India had been overwhelming

favourites to win), Kohli
stepped down from the
Test captaincy. Fittingly,

the enduring image of
Kohli’s final outing as

India captain will
remain the grace-

less, misguided
outburst over the
stump micro-
phone, berating
the South Africa

broadcasters for
having a part in

I n -

dia’s downfall in the series. Not that
India needed any help in that regard
in this particular series. Kohli, hav-
ing flown so close to the sun for so
long, has now, Icarus-like, wings
scorched, crash landed on earth. He
now inhabits a new reality. For years,
he was the sole, unquestioned pow-
er centre of Indian cricket. No one
dared touch him. Now, the cloak of
invincibility has slipped. Kohli could
brush aside administrators, the
coach, the board, and players. Now,
he is simply a player. Perhaps India's
biggest star player, but still merely

a player. It will take quite some get-
ting used to. For his sake, and

for the sake of Indian
cricket, one hopes that the
floodgate of runs opens

again.

A monumental batting record may
well be his true legacy to Indian
cricket. Kohli is India’s most suc-
cessful captain. His record— despite
the huge blot of lack of success in
ICC tournaments — speaks for itself.
Yet, he leaves behind a team with a
brittle, underperforming middle or-
der; a vaunted pace attack that, as
we saw recently in South Africa,
runs out of ideas against obdurate
batters; one of the world’s greatest
spinners who is not an automatic se-
lection; and a band of men who are
so convinced of their right to win
matches that they remain in denial
when they don’t.
The writer is author of ‘After Ten-
dulkar: The New Stars of Indian
Cricket’

SOURCE: ET EDIT

Brash, unnecessarily aggressive, and bullying, King Kohli stepping down as India’s most successful captain
means him inhabiting a new reality as simply a (star) player now

Remaking 
Snow White
DISNEY RESPONDS TO ACTOR
PETER DINKLAGE'S CONCERNS
ABOUT THE REMAKE

Really? What will be different?
Disney’s planning to remake ‘Snow White
and the Seven Dwarves’ as a live action
adaptation. But it’s already run into con-
troversy.
Let me guess – no ethnic diversity in cast?
No, that’s not the problem. In fact, Dis-
ney might even have been patting them-
selves on the back for having cast a Lati-
na actor as Snow White. But they’ve run
into trouble over the dwarves.
Ah! Valid point
Yup. Actor Peter Dinklage, famous for
his role in ‘Game of Thrones’, and who
has a form of dwarfism, has termed it
“backwards” to tell the story of seven
dwarves living in a cave. He even ques-
tioned whether he hadn’t been “loud
enough” over raising the issue of dis-
crimination.
Is he completely against the project?
No, he says that if it had been given a
genuinely progressive spin he would in
fact have been “all in”.
Were there remakes be-
fore this?
Yup, a decade ago, and
that got into hot water,
too. That version, called
‘Snow White and the Hunts-
man’, got into trouble be-
cause actors of average
height played the role of
dwarves, with their
faces digitally
transmuted on
to smaller bod-
ies.
What’s Disney
saying?  
Disney has
responded
saying they
are taking “a
different ap-
proach” to avoid
reinforcing
stereotypes and
have been con-
sulting with
members of
the dwarfism
community.
Smart. Here’s
hoping they
stick to that.

Hey, Mr Tambourine
Man, You Sold Out…

T
he last time Bob Dylan was
called a ‘Judas’ was when he
switched from being a folk mu-
sic singer-songwriter and ‘went

electric’. No one has yet called him an Is-
cariot yet, but the fact that the Literature
Nobel laureate, musical icon, and icono-
clast has sold all his recorded catalogue
as well as future music to Sony Music
may have left many babyboomers — who
rely on their babyboomy radical chic on
their appraisal of Dylan’s purported anti-
establishment street cred — sighing ‘Sell-
out’. Dylan, never into votebanking or
crowdsourcing, has done what any smart

human with great talent would do if giv-
en the opportunity: maximise profit and
reach. Especially with a lifetime of an
oeuvre behind him, the Sony deal — ru-
moured to be between $150-200 million —
is nobody’s business but his.

The trouble with bhakts is that they
invest their heroes with qualities their
objects of veneration don’t possess or
want. Dylan’s appearance in a lingerie ad
or creating a very un-Dylanesque Christ-
mas album in 2009 — Christmas in the
Heart — put paid to the notion of an artist
having to do things at the bidding of his
or her admirers. The freedom Dylan em-
bodies in his songs also applies to his mak-
ing a pile by selling his songs to Big Cor-
poration. It’s also a canny move, consid-
ering these streaming times are the best
to sell and get out of the music industry.

02 “You can’t help getting older, but you don’t
have to get old.”

George Burns
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Let’s talk about ‘late style’
Whether it be Jethro Tull, Federer, Beethoven, Zlatan, Tagore or DJ Sumirock, ‘not acting one’s age’ holds a

strange fascination for most of us chained to the dogma of ‘timeliness’

T
wo days ago, Jethro Tull
released its 22nd studio al-
bum, ‘Zealot Gene’, 55
years after the band’s first
album, ‘This Was’, in 1967.

During this time, the band members
who came and went would comfort-
ably make two football teams. But
frontman Ian Anderson, who com-
bined in himself the functions of
lyricist, vocalist, flautist, acoustic
guitarist and standing on one foot,
continues to soldier on, much to the
delight or consternation of his fol-
lowers. Though Anderson’s voice is
shot to pieces, he still plays a mean
flute, and fans are fiercely divided
over whether the prog-rock band
should go on or hang up their capes.

What’s Late Style?
Those sitting on the fence, such as
myself, have turned to thinking
about what the critic Edward Said
labelled ‘late style’ in a wonderful
book of the same name published in
2006. ‘On Late Style: Music and Lit-
erature Against the Grain. In the
book, he talks of the third period of
Beethoven, the composer as ‘a form
of exile’, in which the ageing, deaf,
and isolated Beethoven created an
art which had risen into a sphere of
‘the entirely and utterly and noth-
ing… an ego painfully isolated in the
absolute’. For us lesser mortals, the
notion of late style seems to play out
most vividly in the realm of sports.

Over the last few years, we have con-
stantly marvelled and fretted at
Roger Federer’s late style and the
magical beauty of his twilight years,
as he found new ways of making
time and space to do his bidding.

Perhaps, we might also stop to
consider the case of AC Milan strik-
er Zlatan Ibrahimovic, only two
months younger than Federer and
still rampaging his way through Se-
rie A like someone half his age. In
making these improbable runs, did
they go against the grain, as Said
suggests? Or were they merely
being efficient at marshalling
and managing their
strengths? 

The question
becomes more
complex in the
realm of arts.
Here, one could
approach late
style from two
different direc-
tions. One could
continue doing what one had always
done with greater or lesser effi-
ciency. Or one could break out into

an entirely new direction, again with
mixed results. Rabindranath Tagore
breaking out into painting in his 60s
would fall into the latter category, as
would Bertrand Rus-
sell’s short stories
in his 70s.

Though I sup-
pose both would pale
into insignificance
next to Sumiko Iwa-
mura, who was

all of 77 years old when she first
started going to DJ school. She is
now DJ Sumirock, an 87-year-old
restaurantowner in Tokyo by day
and the world’s oldest DJ by night.

Someone like DJ Sumirock also
forces us to examine our notions of
what Said calls ‘timeliness’. Much
of our lives are governed by ideas
of what is appropriate or fit for a
particular time in our lives. Come-
dy, Said reminds us, finds much of
its material in untimely behaviour.
But untimely behaviour also holds
a fascination for us, and which we
find most vividly dramatised in the
performing arts, among which I
count sports.

Thus, our seemingly endless ap-
petite for actors and the ways in
which they negotiate the slipping
away of youth and its attendant
glamour.

Tull's latest album is their first
featuring original material since the
eminently forgettable J-Tull Dot

Com of 1999. Nearly a quarter
of a century later, the ‘Zealot
Gene’ will no doubt rekindle

debates about timeli-
ness and rock di-

nosaurs not going
gently into the
good night. But
there is also the
other aspect of late

style – that of being
someone who mili-

tated ferociously
against his own time.

The writer is profes-
sor, Department of Eng-

lish, Jadavpur University,
Kolkata, and director
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Being Bored is
a Good Sign

Why a non-event budget
should become the chief event

in India’s budgetary history

L
ove me or hate me, but you cannot
ignore me. That pretty much sum-
marises the relationship between
millions of Indians with their Union
budget announced on the first day

of February every year.
Budget time is when economists get a li-

cence to pontificate. Corporate leaders are sum-
moned to Delhi for their advice. Lobbyists have
a field day. The media chase their Black Fri-
day moment. And senior North Block officials
are sequestered inside a basement for weeks.

But does the average Indian care? 
Apparently, not. As per Google Trends, the num-
ber of searches using the word ‘budget’ has
been on a secular decline since 2004. The peak
interest was in the case of the 2009-10 budget
announcement, coinciding with the global fi-
nancial crisis. The interim budgets appear less
popular than full budgets. Current interest in
the budget is nearly a third of what it was 15
years ago.

Is this growing indifference a matter of
concern? It depends. If it is because the budg-
et is increasingly devoid of
policies, one would worry.
If it is because the
budget numbers are be-
coming less credible,
that would be equal-
ly distressing. But
none of these rea-
sons seems to hold
much water. If any-
thing, budgets
have become more
transparent, acces-
sible and the un-
derlying numbers
more reliable in re-
cent years. The dis-
interest in the
budget is a
positive devel-
opment. Many impor-
tant policies are being announced throughout
the year, making policy declarations a peren-
nial exercise.

Nirmala Sitharaman launched the Union
Budget mobile app in January 2020, ensuring
quick, easy and hassle-free access of the offi-
cial budget documents for the general public.
Being a leader in e-government, India has the
technological prowess to involve its citizens
in the budget preparation process. It is time
to embrace e-participatory budgeting in a big
way across all forms of government. Blink
and Miss It In the past, Indians had shown
strong interest in the budget, but for the wrong
reasons. They had to pay attention because of
the fear of missing out (FOMO). Thankfully,
as policy changes have become more peren-
nial, predictable and participatory, Indians
are overcoming their FOMO. This is a wel-
come development. A non-event budget should
become the most important event in India’s
budgetary history.

The writer is director and chief executive,
Indian Council for Research on International

Economic Relations (ICRIER)

In our
weekly column
on words that

help us build
better conversational

skills and develop 
opinions, this week, we

focus on the phrase
‘school of thought’.

What does it mean?

T
o put it simply, a school
of thought is the per-
spective of a group of
people who share com-

mon characteristics of opinion
or outlook of a philosophy, dis-
cipline, belief, social move-

ment, economics, cultural movement, or
art movement.

How do we use it in sentences?
For example: “The prevailing school of
thought is that such a downturn in the
economy is a natural reaction to a period
of sustained growth.” Or, “The newest
school of thought on parenting insists
that we should not punish our children
for anything they do wrong, lest we harm
their delicate little feelings.”

Words closest to school of thought
Perspective, viewpoint, doctrine, 
philosophy  

SCHOOL OF
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Sumiko Iwamura was all of
77 years old when she

first started going to DJ
school. She is now DJ

Sumirock, an 87-year-old
restaurant owner in Tokyo

by day and the world’s
oldest DJ by night!

Actor Peter Dinklage

Zlatan Ibrahimovic (left) 
and Roger Federer
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SOURCE: ET EDIT

Kohli, having flown so close to the sun for so long, has now, Icarus-like, wings
scorched, crash landed on earth. He now inhabits a new reality
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