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INSPIRATION

Adairy farmer is celebrating after smashing the world record for the
largest field pumpkin. Mark Baggs spent months cultivating the
vast veg, which weighed 12 stones (approximately 76kgs). It is now

awaiting verification by the Guinness World Records but is set to surpass
the existing record by four stone. 
The dad-of-three Mark, of Wareham, Dorset, grew the specimen from seed
in his garden on June 1. He pollinated its flowers on August 9 and grew it
for around seven weeks before he entered it at the Malvern Autumn Show.
SOURCE: DORSET LIVE

BRIT FARMER SQUASHES WORLD'S LARGEST
PUMPKIN RECORD

UNDERWATER STATUE OF THE VIRGIN MARY
FINALLY STOPS TRAWLERS IN VENEZUELA

TELL ME HOW

F
ungi are incredible be-
ings - neither plants, nor
animals, they are a body
of species as large as
both. Inside their world

are yeasts, moulds, lichens, mush-
rooms and conks or wood ears. Fun-
gi carry out incredible feats - they
decompose matter, which is a syn-
onym for recycling. When a leaf falls
on a forest floor, fungi turn that leaf
back into elements that can be used
to compose another life form. 

LIFE WOULDN'T EXIST 
WITHOUT FUNGI 

Fungi also perform a symbiotic role.
No tree can live without fungi on or
in its roots. Plants can only synthe-
sise nutrients from the soil with fun-
gi. When life on Earth emerged from
an aquatic ecosystem billions of
years ago, animals and plants could
only grow with fungi. Without them,
humans wouldn't be able to live be-
cause there'd be no plants on land,
no oxygen generation or the creation
of food.

BEST TEAM MATES EVER  

These are ubiquitous but always as-

sociated with other organisms. As
they are so close to their symbiont,
species of plants and animals pow-
erfully shape where fungi are - a
fungus specific to pine trees, for in-
stance, won't be seen on oaks.
Shaped by their symbionts, their
story teaches us that individuals
don't really exist - we are all de-
pendent on others to live.

THE CLIMATE EFFECT 
Fungi are now clearly impacted by
climate change, the use of chemi-
cals, habitat loss and fragmenta-
tion. In 2011, the IUCN's criteria
used to red list plants and animals
were adapted to be applied to fun-
gi as well. Some fungi are critical-
ly endangered today - importantly,
these are associated with critical-
ly endangered plants and animals.
They can only grow with them and
therefore, face grave threats.

WHY PROTECT THEM  

Fungi needs to be added to flora
and fauna in environmental legis-
lation. An important conservation
fact is, fungi is integrally tied to
habitats. To protect plants and an-
imals, we can take them to reserves,
zoos, seed banks and botanic gar-
dens, conserving them ex situ.
However, you cannot separate fun-
gi from their habitat. Fungal con-
servation is integrally habitat con-
servation. Multiple fungi, for in-
stance, grow only with existing
trees - to conserve them, you must
protect the living tree.
We need to value fungi deeply.
While some species — their diver-
sity is large enough for button
mushrooms and morels to be as dis-
tantly related as a flea and an ele-
phant — cause diseases, they also
provide essential goods. Yeasts give
us food preservation and liquid
sterilisation techniques. Antibi-
otics come from moulds and peni-
cillin and statins from fungus. The
medicines we need for organ trans-
plants come from fungi. TIMES EVOKE

Chilean mycologist Giuliana Furci, who has been
documenting fungal diversity worldwide for over

25 years, explains the amazing feats of fungi

Think you know everything
there is to know about the 

environment? Start here then! 

1. 10 per cent.2.  A fitness trend from Sweden that
combines running with garbage collection. 3.India

produces 25,940 tonnes of plastic waste daily. 
4. Sir David Attenborough 5. Sunderlal Bahuguna

6. Boyan Slat 7. Ann Makosinski

1. The Amazon rainforest is home to
how much percent of the known
species in the world? 

2. What is plogging? Where does it
come from? 

3. According to data from Central
Pollution Control Board, India pro-
duces how many tonnes of plastic
waste daily?

4. This British naturalist and pio-
neer has inspired millions by bring-
ing the natural world into our
homes via programs like Blue
Planet I and II. Name him.

5.  Which noted environmentalist
started the 'Chipko Movement' in
India in 1973?

6.  Who is the founder and CEO of
The Ocean Cleanup, which develops
advanced systems to rid world's
oceans of plastic. In fact, this
Dutch non-profit organization,
which collected the garbage over a
one-year period, plans to transform
items into sustainable products. 

7. Name the teen inventor of the
thermoelectric torch, which is
powered by one's body heat.

ANSWERS

LET'S GET 
QUIZZICAL! Climate change at 'point of

no return': JANE GOODALL
That's incredible

G
oodall, a grandee of envi-
ronmentalism whose ac-
tivism has spanned decades,
said time was rapidly short-
ening to halt the worst ef-

fects of human-caused global warming.
"We are literally approaching a

point of no return," Goodall said. "Look
around the world at what's happening
with climate change. It's terrifying. We
are part of the natural world and we
depend on healthy ecosystems."

Goodall is best known for her pio-
neering six-decade study of chim-
panzees in Tanzania, which found "hu-
man-like" behavior among the animals,
including a propensity to wage war, as
well as an ability to display emotions.

Now 88 years old, the Briton is a
prolific writer and the subject of a num-
ber of films. She has also been im-
mortalised as both a Lego figure and
a Barbie doll.

QUICK ACTION NEEDED
Goodall said her own environmental
awakening came in the 1980s while
working in Mongolia, where she re-
alised that hillsides had been denuded
of tree cover.

"The reason the people were cut-
ting down the trees was to make more
land, to grow food as their families
grew, and also to make money from
charcoal or timber," she said.

"So if we don't help these people
find ways of making a living without
destroying their environment, we can't
save chimpanzees, forests, or anything
else."

Goodall says she has seen some
changes for the better over recent
decades, but urged quicker action.

"We know what we should be do-
ing. I mean, we have the tools. But we
come up against the short-term think-
ing of economic gain versus long-term
protection of the environment for the
future," she said.

"I don't pretend to be able to solve
the problems that this creates because
there are major problems. And yet, if
we look at the alternative, which is con-
tinuing to destroy the environment,
we're doomed."

Goodall was speaking on the side-
lines of a celebration of her $1.3 mil-
lion Templeton Prize. The prize is an
annual award for an individual whose
work harnesses science to explore the
questions facing humanity. AFP

BACKLESS WONDERS 
About one million ani-
mal species live in
oceans - 95 per cent
are invertebrates that
don't have a backbone,
like jellyfish. The
oceans house micro-
scopic zooplankton to
huge blue whales.

Alongside dolphins and porpoises, turtles and seahorses live
in coral reefs, often visited by seadragons, a fish related to
the seahorse, with yellow and purple markings and leafy
appendages that resemble kelp fronds, which give these
marine beings camouflage.

PLANTS ONLY, PLEASE 
Grasslands grow where
rainfall can't support a
forest but can prevent a
desert - giraffes live in
these threshold lands.
Found in tropical grass-
lands - there are tem-
perate ones too, like

the North American prairies - of sub-Saharan Africa, giraffes
are 'gentle giants'. Despite being Earth's tallest mammals,
growing up to 5.5 metres, giraffes eat only plants. They sleep
upright, taking power naps of five to 30 minutes in 24 hours -
their roaming groups are understandably called a 'tower'.

A GRASSY DIET 
Mountains are harsh
habitats with low oxy-
gen levels, few food
resources and extreme
weather - but gelada
monkeys, living in the
high cliffs of Ethiopia,
have adapted by graz-
ing on grass, the only

primate to do so. Adept rock climbers, geladas drop over
precipices to sleep on ledges. They live in multi-level societies,
from a family to herds of over 1,000 individuals, comprising
some of the largest organised groups amongst primates.

A look at some of the marvels that we co-exist with... 

A boy spreads corn kernels in an agriculture
field in the village of Jindayris in the Afrin
region of Syria's rebel-held northern Aleppo
province. The Middle East is heating at nearly
twice the global average, threatening poten-
tially devastating impacts on its people and
economies, a new climate study shows.
Barring swift policy changes, its more than
400 million people face extreme heatwaves,
prolonged droughts and sea level rises, said
the report released ahead of the UN's COP27
climate summit in Egypt later this year. (Photo by

Rami al SAYED / AFP)

W hen trawlers destroyed a re-
planted coral reef off the
Venezuelan Caribbean island

of Margarita, marine biologist Sandra
Sanchez and her friends turned to re-
ligion. Specifically the Virgin Mary.
They placed a 2.3-metre (seven-foot)
statue of the Virgin of the Valley,
patron saint of eastern Venezuela,
on the reef. Since then the fisher-
men -- who venerate the Virgin --
have stopped trawling there.

Now they are extending the
idea by creating South Amer-
ica's first underwater muse-
um with strategically posted
statues of other local heroes
to widen the protected area.

PHOTO STORIES

Earth's climate is changing so quickly that humanity is running out of chances to fix it,
primatologist Jane Goodall has warned in an interview.

Fungi are one of the most diverse
kingdoms but mycologists around the
world know only between five to ten
percent of their varieties - over 90 per
cent is unknown. Of the known kinds,
we estimate there could be over five
million species of fungi worldwide.

What fungi can teach us
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All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. So the best way to
pull yourself up is by indulging in mind teasers and laughter
riots. Need a chill pill? Get into the WIZARD’S CORNER! 

S.F. AND COMIC KIDS GARFIELD

FAMILY CIRCUSWUZZLES GO FIGURE

Place the four numbers in the first, third, fifth, and 
seventh boxes and whichever operators you want to use in
the second, fourth, and sixth boxes in the correct order to
get the answer. Use the numbers only once. 

× + −
The operators:

÷

18=
3 3 5

EASY

7

30=MEDIUM

5 5 7 8

15=HARD

3 4 4 5

3 + 5 + 3 + 7 = 18Easy

Medium

Hard

SOLUTIONS:

5 + 8 - 7 x 5 = 30
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VOCABULARY
BUILDER

4 + 5 - 4 x 3 = 15

SUDOKU

VO
CA
BU
LA
RY

1) epiphany   n.        
 great joy
 short speech
 sense of unreality
 flash of insight

2) encumbrance   n.       
 affectionate hug
 addiction
 large receptacle
 hindrance

3) recompense n.          
 repayment
 reconsideration
 repetition
 retaliation

4) juju   n.        
 rumour
 wrestling term
 magic charm
 playfulness

5) ambiguous   adj.        
 encircling
 not clear
 unusually skillful
 forgetful

ANSWERS

1) conducive
 misleading
 dependent
 contributory
 certain

2) judicious
 sensible
 biased
 honest
 exact

3) impetus
 decision
 rash act
 moving force
 command

4) provoke
 to recall
 to incite
 to prepare
 to forecast

5) scrip
 bonus share
 invoice
 prospectus
 annual dividend

ANSWERS

1) Flash of insight; sudden intuitive understand-
ing; as, his epiphany that he had fallen into an
emotional trap. Greek epi- (upon) and phainein
(to show). 2) Hindrance; burden; obstruction; as,
the encumbrance of feeling that advancement
depends on group support rather than individual
effort. Old French encombraunce. 3) Repayment;
compensation; as, ``recompense for centuries of
unrelieved oppression.’’ Latin recompensare (to
pay back). 4) Magic charm or fetish used in West
Africa; as, Race had lost much of its juju, its sin-
gular capacity to conjure meaning. Hausa djudju
(evil spirit). 5) Not clear; having two or more
possible meanings; as, thin, ambiguous facts
pushed into a certainty they do not have. Latin
ambigere (to wander).

1) contributory  2)
sensible  3) moving
force  4) to incite  5)
bonus share

1 Who wrote the
famous ancient
book

Kathasaritsagar? 
A: Amoghavarsha, 
B: Somdeva, 
C: Bharata

2Surya Sidhanta
was written by
which famous per-

son? 
A: Aryabhatta, 
B: Sudraka,
C: Patanjli

3A famous book
called
Astadhyayi is

written by whom? 
A: Kamandaka. 
B: Aryabhatta, 
C: Panini

4Name the author
who wrote
Nagananda. 

A: Harsha Vardhan, 
B: Patanjli, 
C: Virsena

5The famous book
Abhigyan
Shakuntala was

written by whom? 
A: Kalidas, 
B: Varharmihara, 
C: Visakdatta

 How do we know that the
ocean is friendly?
It waves.

 What falls in winter but
never gets hurt?
Snow

Answers: 1.a, 2 c, 3 a, 4 d

1) hisrtoy
a. history b. destroy
c. histary d. historic

2) csoial
a. urgent
b. cement
c. social
d. solid

3) proctdu
a. product
b. production
c. progress
d. protect
4) trsut
a. truth b. trauma
c.  biscuit
d. trust

LAUGH OUT LOUD

ANSWERS:
1. B, 2.  A, 3. C, 4.  A, 5.  A


