
B E N N E T T,  C O L E M A N  &  C O.  LT D.  | E S TA B LI S H E D  183 8  | T I M E S O F I N D I A . C O M  | N E W  D E L H I  

Newspaper in
Education

STUDENT EDITION
CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2022

Pics: Istock

NEW MEANING OF REPUBLIC

WHAT NEEDS A RETHINK

TODAY’S
EDITION 

➤The Nation
Makers:
Celebrating men,
women and
moments that
made India

PAGE 2

➤THEN & NOW:
10 legislations
that shaped
India; Archival
images; A walk
through history  

PAGE 3

➤ Teens take
virtual walk
down the
Republic Parade
route to trace
its roots

PAGE 4

Reservation, maybe

The reservation of certain 
communities based on their
caste was introduced in the

constitution of Republic of India in
1950. Initially it was for 10 years only
so as to promote the development of
these communities. However, even
more than 74 years after independ-
ence the caste system continues to
be present. The reservation has been used as a political tool
to get votes. Further, based on their political agendas even
more categories have been added over the years. This is
counterproductive for the progress of the nation and should
be curtailed.
NAINA MEHTA, class IX, DPS Mathura Road, New Delhi

Enforce secularism

Ifeel the existence of the right to
freedom of religion has virtually
no significance. Violations keep

occurring, which is against the spirit
of brotherhood and of the “secular”
nature of the nation. India is a melt-
ing pot of cultures precisely
because of the plethora of cultures
and ethnicities it houses.

Communities being pit one against the other (by political
parties) only leads to bloodshed and suffering, sucking away
the many colours of this country, leaving it dull and grey.”
AMOGH TARUN, class XII, Hyderabad Public School, 
Begumpet, Hyderabad

Child Labour Act 

The Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Act of 1986 designates a
child as a person who has not com-

pleted its 14th year and who is engaged
in hazardous occupations identified in a
list by the law. I see many child labour-
ers wherever I go. From this, I con-
clude that this Article 24 of the Act,
which comes under Right against
Exploitation doesn’t hold good.”
S KAVIYA, class XI, John Dewey
Matriculation Higher Secondary
School, Panruti, Chennai

Some laws are not
even needed

The Telegraph Wire (Unlawful
Possession) Act, 1950 was
enacted for regulating the pos-

session of telegraph wires of speci-
fied dimensions. The act ensured that
wires of the specified dimensions are
not used for other purposes and to

check theft. However, the Act in the present times makes
no sense as telegraph services in India were completely
shut down in 2013.”
RAKSHIT DUBEY, class X, Zebar School, Ahmedabad

Repeal redundant
laws

There are many rules/laws 
which are redundant now.
Like the The Sarais Act, (a

145-year-old law which deals
with regulating public sarais, rest
houses). This law says sarais
should also provide free drinking
water to passersby. There’s no
need for  a rule as such because the majority of the
rest houses or hotels provide free water anyway.
MANINI SHAH, class X, 
Udgam School, Ahmedabad 

The republic is relevant

In a world which is increasingly becoming global day by
day with boundaries blurring, it is imminent that the
social, political and economic spheres would also change.

However, despite globalisation, migration, internet
along with the rise of importance of IGOs (inter-
governmental organisation), INGOs (international

non-governmental organisation) and TNCs
(transnational corporations) the meaning of
the word republic has not changed and it
still is the tool that enables us to have
power in our governing and also allows
every capable individual to help in the
progress of our country.”

S M V KAREESMAA, class XI, Ryan
International School, Kharghar, Mumbai

Evolved, not changed

The Constitution of India is about 
5 major principles: Sovereign,
Secular, Socialist, Democratic and

Republic. Over the years, the term
Republic has evolved but certainly hasn’t
changed in definition. ‘Republic’ assures
that the governance of the nation doesn’t
have an anomaly by making the head of
the state hereditary. In a global world where boundaries are
limitless, terms like ‘Democracy’ and ‘Republic’ unite the peo-
ple of not only one nation, but the whole world.
BHOOMIKA CHAWLA, class XI, Bhavan Vidyalaya, Chandigarh

Strong Opposition is must

To me, the word “republic” means a 
state where the supreme power is
held by the citizens and their elect-

ed representatives. However, in India the
elected authorities wield political power.
There is no strong Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha to maintain
checks and balances. This is concerning

as it is not a strong ruling party but strong opposition that is
essential for a healthy democracy. 
MADIHA KHAN, IBDP Year 2, The Heritage School, Kolkata

Evolves as mankind does

For me, privileged to be born in a 
Republic like India, it means that the
rules are actually formed through

popular opinion of its citizens, imple-
mented by the elected representatives.
With the changing times where bound-
aries do not apply, I believe the
word “Republic” also has to
undergo one more evolution
to encompass what would
be a common rule for the
whole of mankind.”
SHARIKA M, class VIII,
Air Force School,
Jalahalli,
Bengaluru

Right to chemical-free food

There should be a law against use of pesti-
cides and chemical fertilisers in agricul-
ture and the food packaging

industries. In addition to making
our food harmful for us all with
chemical residue sprayed on it –
fruits, vegetables and even
grains – the use of pesticides
and fertilisers are actually
destroying soil fertility. It ought
to be our right to get all
our foods unadulterated,
chemical-free, organic
and naturally nutritious
– that are not unnatural-
ly processed.
MUKTA PACHPUTE, class
IX, Sadhu Vaswani
International School
(SVIS), Pune

Limits to freedom of speech

In a country where 
there are laws for
hateful speeches,

caste discrimination, or
to some extent, gender
discrimination as well,
there are so many other
ways in which people
look down upon others
in jest. If it were up to
me, I would make a rule

that would prohibit people from making state-
ments that are morally incorrect to say. All have
the freedom to speak, but hardly are there any
limitations on how not to use the tongue to poi-
son one’s personality. For instance, mocking
someone for the way they look or the amount
they earn should be prohibited.”
UDISHA TIWARI, class XI, CMS Gomti 
Nagar 2, Lucknow

How about 
conscription?

Growing up in
India is a 
blessing,

because you are born
with several rights to
safeguard your interest
and laws to protect you.

However one law I feel, that needs to be imple-
mented and which is a need of the hour is to
make it a compulsory act of service for every
young adult to get enrolled for the armed forces
after graduation or once they reach adulthood for
two years. These two years will teach every
young adult the honour code, punctuality,
respect, the spirit of trust and brotherhood which
will transform each person to live and contribute
to the society in a better way. These two years
will teach each of us to build an ecosystem
where these values are lived every day, to bring
us all on the right track.
V NIKHILASREE, class X, Atkinson Senior
Secondary School, Vijayawada

Data privacy

Even though there 
are laws govern-
ing privacy and

protection, uncompro-
mising laws on data
protection according
to me is something
that should be part of
our lives. We deal with
data breaches and our private information
being sent to and from various organisations.

Lives of people are at stake when it
comes to the data from our

phones and computers.
Unless there are severe laws
in place, data breaches will
keep increasing.”

D. PURNIMA, class XI,
SBOA Matriculation Hr.

Sec. School,
Coimbatore

years ago when we
institutionalised the
Constitution of India
with these very words,

they were more than mere letters strung
together. They were the hopes, dreams
and aspirations of a newborn nation. But we have 
come a long way since. The world as we know 
it and India’s position in it have all changed. 
We asked students to ponder over what it means 
to be a Republic today, the laws we need in place and
what needs to be rethought – and they came back with
much food for thought. Read on...

We,ThePeople of

IInnddiiaa
LAWS WE NEED

Want to share
your opinion and
have your say?

Post your 
comments on

toistudent.com
and be part of
the discussion
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On the occasion of Republic Day, we celebrate the men, women and the
moments that had an incredible impact on the history of India, and that
shaped the future of our country. May their vision, grit and perseverance
continue to inspire us as we march towards the grand future

e makers of a

Meet the women of the drafting 
committee of the Indian Constitution

SAROJINI NAIDU 

Popularly known as the
‘Nightingale of In-
dia’, Sarojini Naidu

was a political activist,
feminist, poet, and the first
Indian woman to be 
president of the Indian Na-
tional Congress and to be
appointed an Indian state
governor.

SUCHETA KRIPLANI

India’s first woman chief
minister who also sang
‘Vande Mataram’ in the Inde-

pendence Session of the Con-
stituent Assembly. Earlier,
Sucheta Kripalani played a
pivotal role in the
Quit India Move-
ment of 1942 and
had established
the women’s
wing of the Con-
gress party in
1940.

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR

An activist and politician who played a significant role in the independ-
ence movement. Post independence Amrit Kaur became India’s first
Health Minister and founded noteworthy institutions like All India In-

stitute of Medical Sciences and the National Institute of Sports, Patiala.

AMMU
SWAMINATHAN

D rawn to the political
and women’s rights

movement, Ammu Swami-
nathan, a social worker
and political activist was
elected to the Constituent
Assembly from the Madras Constituency
in 1946. She also set up Women's India As-
sociation in Adyar, Madras.

ANNIE MASCARENE

The activist, politician and lawyer from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala partcipat-

ed in the Quit India movement and was one
of the leaders of integration of the Princely
States with the Indian nation. She was the
first woman to join Travancore State Con-
gress, and looked into the Hindu Code Bill as
part of the Constituent Assembly.

DURGABAI DESHMUKH

A freedom fighter, social worker and
lawyer, Durgabai Deshmukh
made significant contributions in

the areas of women’s emancipation, so-
cial welfare laws and literacy (winning a
UNESCO award. She was a member of
the Constituent Assembly of India and of
the Planning Commission of India.

BEGUM AIZAZ RASUL

The only Muslim woman member in the
Constituent Assembly, Aizaz Rasul won

her first election from the non-reserved
seat and became a member of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Council in 1937. One of
her most significant contributions was to
popularise women’s hockey in India.

LEELA ROY

Aprogressive reformer, a freedom
fighter and a close associate of Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose. Besides being
only elected woman member from Bengal
to the Constituent Assembly, Leela Roy
started ‘Jayasree’ the first magazine en-
tirely managed by women writers.

KAMLA CHAUDHRY

A n author, she was an
active participant in

the Civil Disobedience
Movement of 1930. Later,
she was the first research
director of IIM Ahmed-
abad.

DAKSHAYANI
VELAYUDHAN

T he first Scheduled
Caste woman gradu-

ate in India and the first
and only Dalit woman
MLA, parliamentiarian
Dakshayani Velayudhan's
life and politics was influenced and de-
fined by her defiance of the rigid caste
system in Kerala.

MALATI CHOUDHURY

Hailing from a family of
politicians, Malati

Choudhury worked exten-
sively in Orissa for farm-
ers, education and  fought
untouchability and
casteism.

HANSA JIVRAJ MEHTA

Aleading freedom fighter,
champion of women’s
rights and writer, Hansa

Jivraj Mehta was among the 15
women who were part of the
constituent assembly that draft-
ed the Indian Constitution. She
was member of the fundamental
rights sub-committee, the advi-
sory committee and the provin-
cial constitutional committee

along with advocating for
equality and justice for
women in India

VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT

As an activist, minister, ambas-
sador and diplomat she was
among the few revolutionising

the role of women in nation-building.
The first woman cabinet minister in
the British era, Pandit was one of the
first leaders to call for an Indian Con-
stituent Assembly to frame a 
constitution.

EVENTS THAT SHAPED INDIA Moments and establishments that are an integral part of our history

I
ndia’s first satellite was
launched by Russians
from Kapustin Yar on

April 19, 1975. The 96.3-
minute orbit had an apogee
of 619 kilometres and a
perigee of 563 kilometres,
with a 50.7-degree inclina-
tion. The Indian Space
Research Organisation 
created Aryabhata to
undertake X-ray astronomy,
aeronomics, and solar
physics studies. 

T
he ambitious space
programme
Chandrayaan-1 (to send

a spacecraft to moon) was
launched in 2008. It was
followed by Chandrayaan-2,
an exploration mission
developed by the Indian
Space Research
Organisation which consist-
ed of a lunar orbiter, Vikram
lander, and the Pragyan
lunar rover,  which were
developed in India.

I
ndia’s first IIT
(Indian Institute of
Technology) was

inaugurated on August
18, 1951, in Kharagpur.
It was conceived in
May 1950 in Hijli,
Kharagpur. In the
beginning, the IIT ran
its operations from 5,
Esplanade East,
Calcutta and later
shifted base to Hijli in
September 1950.

I
n West Bengal,
India’s final polio
case was recorded

in January 2011, when a
young girl was paral-
ysed by the disease.
There hasn’t been
another case since. 
The World Health
Organization declared
the South-East Asian
area, which includes
India, polio-free in
March 2014.

O
n November 5,
2013, India’s first
interplanetary mis-

sion was launched with
the deployment of Mars
Orbiter Mission space-
craft. On September 24,
2014, Mangalyaan
entered Mars’ orbit, mak-
ing India the first Asian
country and only the
fourth country in the
world to do so on its
maiden attempt.

I
n 2018, India set a major
milestone by electrifying
100 percent of its house-

holds in 25 states. Only
roughly 10.48 lakh house-
holds in Assam, Rajasthan,
Meghalaya, and
Chhattisgarh are remaining
to be electrified, according
to a government announce-
ment. According to govern-
ment figures, 16 to 24 hours
of supply is accessible in
rural areas across India.

ARYABHATTA TAKES
TO THE SKIES

CHANDRAYAAN-1 
AND 2 

THE FIRST IIT 
ESTABLISHED

FREEDOM FROM 
POLIO

OUR MANGALYAAN
MAKES IT MARS

100 PER CENT 
ELECTRIFICATION

The heroes of India
While no list is perfect, we attempt to present
a few greats who have done us proud through
contributions to the nation

Dr BR Ambedkar 
The social reformer and a politician who
played a major role in drafting the Indian
Constitution and also helped create a new

system of writing, ‘Devanagari’. 

JRD Tata 
The aviation pioneer founded India’s
first airline while also managing the
rapid rise of India’s largest industrial

conglomerate, the Tata Group. 

APJ Abdul Kalam  
The 11th President of India, better
known as the ‘People’s President,
his contributions to society have
been immense.

Vikram Sarabhai 
The father of India’s
space programme found-
ed 38 institutes, several of
which are still important to
the country’s goals. 

Homi Bhabha  
As the architect of India’s atomic energy pro-
gramme, Bhabha’s vision laid the foundations
for India’s thorium research programme, a
field in which we are world leaders. 

MS Swaminathan 
No other Indian endeavour has boosted national
confidence as much as Dr Swaminathan’s Green
Revolution which transformed India into a 
food-surplus economy.

Satyajit Ray 
The Bengali filmmaker and polymath was
most highly regarded filmmakers of the 20th
century. His first film Pather Panchali
won eleven international awards. 

Verghese Kurien 
The Indian engineer and entrepreneur led
India’s ‘White Revolution, which transformed
India into the world’s largest milk producer

through a farmer cooperative system.

E Sreedharan 
Sreedharan, a civil engineer and retired IRSE
officer, is known as the ‘Metro Man’ for his
contributions to the construction of the
Konkan Railway and the Delhi Metro. 

02
THE STATE EMBLEM: The State Emblem of India is the national emblem and is used by the Union govern-

ment, many state governments and government agencies. The emblem is an adaptation of the Lion
Capital of Ashoka, a statue from 280 BCE. The statue is a dimensional emblem showing four lions.  On
January 26, 1950, a representation of the Lion Capital of Ashoka, placed above the motto, Satyameva

Jayate, was adopted as the State Emblem of India.
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