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➤ From Panna forest reserves to
the Khajuraho temples , a UNESCO
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➤Can we protect the tigers?
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Education

T
o encourage young girls to pursue
a career in science and related
fields, IIT-Delhi has recently
launched a free STEM(science,
technology, engineering and math-

ematics) Mentorship Programme for girls
studying in class XI in government schools
irrespective of their economic status. Can-
didates have been shortlisted by the select-
ed schools based on students’ inclination to-
wards STEM disciplines. According to IIT-
Delhi, candidates must have scored more
than 85% marks in class IX and X in science
subjects. The mentoring will be offered to
girls in class XI when most students decide
the stream of their choice. “Giving a prop-
er guidance to girls through the three-level
programme on how research is done at labs,
what kind of discussions take place among
scientists and research scholars at an early
age can provide an impetus for a career in
science and technology,” said Pritha Chan-
dra, associate dean, Academic Outreach and
New Initiatives, IIT-Delhi.

IIT-Delhi to mentor
young girls in STEM

Under this initiative, participants will be
mentored by an IIT-Delhi faculty along
with his/ her research scholars  The
three-level programme is divided into a
two-week winter project— from Dec end
to early Jan An online lecture series,
consisting of modules in chemistry,
physics, biology, mathematics, and some
engineering branches, will be taught by
the faculties of IIT-Delhi The lecture
series will be conducted between Feb and
April 2022. During this period, the stu-
dents will also be interacting with their
mentors on their specific projects. There
will be a three-four weeks summer proj-
ect, where the students will get hands-on
experience in labs, and finalise their
project reports with their mentors

T
he interior of the Earth is cooling faster than expected, a
study has found — meaning our planet will become inac-
tive like Mercury and Mars sooner than thought.
Researchers studied the thermal properties of bridgman-

ite, the primary mineral that makes up the boundary between Earth's
mantle and outer core. They developed a measurement system and
found that the thermal conductivity (the ability of a given material to
conduct/transfer heat) of bridgmanite is about 1.5 times higher than
assumed. Interestingly, the thermal conductivity of bridgmanite
determines how much energy can flow from the molten iron-nickel
core to the much cooler, viscous mantle above it. It, remains unclear,
however, exactly how long this process will take.

Earth's interior
cooling faster
than we thought

HOW DOES IT
AFFECT US?
The Earth's core, made up
of hot molten mass, churns
around at tremendous
speed, which helps  the
Earth to rotate, creates
gravity, and an electromag-
netic field that protects
terrestrial beings like
humans and animals from
being fried alive due to the
sun's harmful UV rays
If that molten metal cools
down, it will affect the rate
at which the Earth rotates,
days will get longer as
months will get shorter
More importantly, climate
change will be at its worst
imaginable version

The evolution of our Earth is the story of its cooling: 4.5 billion years ago,
extreme temperatures prevailed on the surface of the young Earth, and it was
covered by a deep ocean of magma. Over millions of years, the planet’s sur-
face cooled, enough for organisms to survive, to form a brittle crust, which
remains the surface we walk on today, while the matter underneath our feet
continues to exist in the molten state

The last two years
have demonstrated a
simple but brutal

truth — if we leave 
anyone behind, we leave
everyone behind. If we
fail to vaccinate every
person, we give rise to
new variants that spread
across borders, and bring
daily life and economies
to a grinding halt. Nations
must prepare for the next
pandemic through com-
mon sense investments in
monitoring, early detec-
tion and rapid response
plans in every country —
and by strengthening the
authority of the World
Health Organisation. We
need to come together —
across countries and
across sectors — to sup-
port those countries, who
need the most help
Antonio Guterres,
secretary-general,
UN

PM Modi introduces 'P3 movement' for India's
climate change commitments at Davos
P

rime Minister Narendra Modi introduced the ‘P3
(Pro-Planet People) movement’ that underlines
India's climate change commitments at the World
Economic Forum's (WEF) Davos Agenda 2022. He

pointed towards the challenges that our lifestyle causes for
the climate. "Throw away culture and consumerism has deep-
ened the climate challenge. It is imperative to rapidly move
from today's 'take-make-use-dispose' economy to a circular
economy", he stressed. Reiterating India's commitment
towards climate change, PM Modi also said that with 17 per
cent of the world's population, India contributes only five per
cent to global carbon emissions. However, the commitment to
tackle the climate challenge is 100 per cent, he added

In today's 'take-make-use-dispose economy, it is
very important to rapidly move towards a circular
economy. This is the spirit at the core of our mission

LIFE idea—Lifestyle for Environment, the vision of a resilient
and sustainable lifestyle, which will be useful in dealing with
climate crisis as well as future unpredictable challenges.
Therefore, it is important for mission LIFE to become a global
mass movement. We can make a campaign of public
participation like LIFE and P-3(Pro-Planet People)
— Narendra Modi, PM
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U
nion health minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya has
released a commemora-
tive postal stamp on

India's achievement in developing
the indigenous Covid vaccine, as the
nation marked the first anniversary
of its Covid vaccine drive, which
began on January 16 last year.

1The stamp shows a 
health worker inoculating a
senior citizen with Covaxin

2Covaxin is one of the 
two mainstays of India’s immunisation programme against
Covid-19, along with Covishield. It was developed by

Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech International Ltd in collaboration
with the Indian Council of Medical Research

3India’s collective fight against Covid pandemic, which began
with the vaccination drive, was later expanded to citizens and
people with comorbidities, and finally all above 18 plus

B ayern Munich striker Robert
Lewandowski has been crowned 'The
Best FIFA Men's Player of Year 2021',

winning the award for the second year in suc-
cession. Lewandowski, 33, won the most
points from coaches, captains as well as
media representatives, taking the reward
ahead of second-placed Lionel Messi and
third-placed Mohamed Salah.

WHICH WAS THE FIRST-EVER
GRAND SLAM TO BE WON BY
THE LEANDER PAES-MAHESH

BHUPATHI DUO?
CLUE 1: The Musketeers' Cup, is
awarded to the winner of the men's
singles event.
CLUE 2: Czech Republic's Barbora
Krejcíková is the current women's sin-
gles champion.
CLUE 13 Until 1975, it was the only
major tournament not played on grass.

Answer: French OOpen. Novak Djokovic could be barred from play-
ing in the year's second Grand Slam as things stand now after the
French sports ministry said that there would be no exemption from
the country's new vaccine law. World No 1 Djokovic arrived in his
native Serbia on the day after being deported from Australia on
Sunday because he is not vaccinated
against Covid-19

Bayern striker
Lewandowski
awarded Best
FIFA Men's
Player of Year
2021

A postal stamp to mark 1
year of Covid vax drive

Oscar
Isaac is
Marvel's
newest

superhero
with 'Moon

Knight'

Marvel Studios has unveiled the first trailer for its
Disney Plus series 'Moon Knight', and it has a new

superhero played by actor Oscar Isaac...

Making his Marvel comics
debut in 1975, Moon Knight
initially had superpowers
based on the phases of the
moon, but more recent
iterations have kept his
abilities mortal, aided
by sophisticated 

gadgetry

In 'Moon Knight' premiering on
March 30, Isaac plays Marc
Spector, a former soldier with
a profound case of dissocia-
tive identity disorder that
manifests as fully distinct
individuals. He becomes the
conduit for the Egyptian moon
god Khonshu, which only fur-
ther exacerbates Marc's anxi-
ety over his mental illness Entertainment
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Pakistan’s legendary bowler Wasim Akram said
it’s only the fans and media which hypes the

contest as a battle between the two but the
reality is different from what it seems as

both teams have a lot of
respect for each other.

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others' faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI
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P
akistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman
Ramiz Raja is set to propose an annual
quadrangular series in-
volving India, Pak-

istan, England and Aus-
tralia in the next Inter-
national Cricket
Council (ICC) meet-
ing in a bid to play
regular interna-
tional cricket
against India. Ac-
cording to Code
Sports Australia,
the four-nation tour-
nament will be pro-
posed by the former
Pakistan captain in the
T20I format.

CAN cricket make Indo-Pak ties better?

have magic formula for UP?
IN THE NEWS FOR

T
he BJP is expected to win a comfortable majority on
the 403-member Uttar Pradesh Assembly, a pre-poll sur-
vey conducted by Times Now said. According to the
opinion poll, BJP seems to be returning to power in UP

by winning 227-254 Assembly seats. Samajwadi Party and its 
alliance partners are likely to win 136-151 segments. Yogi

Adityanath is the most
preferred chief minis-

terial candidate in 
Uttar Pradesh, 53.4 per
cent of the total respon-

dents of the Times Now
survey said. While 31.5 per

cent wanted Akhilesh Yadav
to rule the state, 11.5 felt
Mayawati is the best choice to
head the next UP govern-
ment. Notably, only 2.5 per
cent wanted Priyanka Gand-
hi Vadra as the CM of UP.

DOES

HOW

Five years ago, the BJP had welcomed turncoats from other
parties and flaunted it as an achievement. The same turn-

coats are now living up to their reputation and changing loy-
alties when elections are round the corner. Whether it is
Swami Prasad Maurya, Dara Singh Chauhan, Bhagwati Sharan
Sagar or Avatar Singh Bhadana, all these leaders had hitched
on to the saffron bandwagon to enter the Vidhan Sabha. Their
exit in a series may not impact the BJP so much on the
ground but it will definitely mount psychological pressure on
the party managers and demoralise the cadres. What is even
more worrisome is the fact that almost all the deserters
belong to various OBC groups and have levelled similar-
sounding allegations against the party leadership.

YOU SPEAK

U
P is all set for the 2022 polls, wherein we shall see
four prominent parties contesting, namely the BJP,
Congress, SP and BSP. With various reforms, chief min-

ister Yogi Adityanath is a strong contender to win, but he is
faced with the task of keeping his MLAs together. Many of
them have quit recently, spoiling the perfect picture that
the ruling party has been painting. Meanwhile, SP chief,
Akhilesh Yadav is also going to give a fight.
Recently, he tweeted, ‘Mela Hobe’, drawing
from ‘Khela Hobe’ slogan of Trinamool
Congress during the West Bengal
assembly polls, which the BJP lost.  
SANVI RASTOGI, class VIII, The
Millennium School, Lucknow
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I
believe it’s time that we collec-
tively strive towards restoring
the glory of tigers. The govern-

ment needs to reserve more wildlife sanc-
tuaries than we already have. We must try to
enable breeding tigers in labs and then
release them into the wild so that it does
not disturb the ecological cycle. We must
also modify our laws in such a way that it
unites the local communities to save our
national animal. On the ground root level,
we, as students and civilians, can also
donate and volunteer to work for organisa-
tions that protect tigers.

YOSHITA UPADHYAY, class IX, Fitjee, Hyderabad
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N
ovak Djokovic’s final bid to avoid deportation
and play in the Australian Open despite being
unvaccinated for Covid ended on Sunday when
a court unanimously dismissed the No. 1-

ranked tennis player's challenge of a government min-
ister’s decision to cancel his visa. Djokovic, a 34-year-old
from Serbia, said he was “extremely disappointed” by
the ruling but respected it. He has won a record nine Aus-
tralian Open titles, including three in a row, but this time
won’t even get the chance to try.

WE SPEAK
■ The visa cancellation effec-
tively means the world’s number
one tennis player would be
barred from obtaining a new
Australian visa for three years,
except under exceptional cir-
cumstances. ■ Djokovic, an
avowed Covid-19 vaccine sceptic,
had been practising on the
Melbourne Park courts just hours
before Immigration Minister Alex
Hawke’s bombshell decision was
announced. ■ But at an emer-
gency court hearing, the tennis
ace challenged the decision.

it fair to Djokovic?WASHAS

YOU SPEAK

T
he decision to detain Djokovic’s visa may have
seemed to be an extreme step, but looking at the
current Covid scenario, it was called for. Australia is

swamped with cases due to Omicron, and the pressure on
hospitals is high. The Australian
government has been extremely
strict and vigilant when it comes
to the vaccine, making it unfair
for them to grant Djokovic an
exemption, as his carelessness
could negatively impact many at
the Australian Open. PIUSHI
AJWANI, class XI, Jamnabai Narsee
School, Mumbai

the world failed

IN THE NEWS FOR

As 2022 approaches, with near-
ly nine billion vaccine doses ad-
ministered worldwide, public

health experts say goals of global vac-
cine equity have fallen woefully short.
Not only has ramped-up vaccine pro-
duction failed to address shortages in
low-income countries, but there re-
mains a long way to go in addressing
the myriad challenges related to get-
ting vaccines from tarmacs in low-in-
come countries into residents’ arms,
as per Al Jazeera.

can we protect tigers?

T
here needs to be more ways to open
channels of communication and
engagement between India and

Pakistan – cricket, of course, being one
of them. Not just through one series,
but through music, film collaborations,
opportunities to build bridges. It is

important to create a conducive and
comfortable climate by the governments so that the

younger generation can interact and embrace the
similarities, while respecting the differences. 
ERIC JOSEPH, class VI, Bishop Cotton Boys School,

B’luru
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TIGER POPULATION IS

RECEDING: NTCA

Over the past decade the biggest 
reason for deaths recorded by the

NTCA was “natural causes”, but many
also fell victim to poachers and “human-
animal conflict”. ■ Human encroach-
ment on tiger habitats has increased in
recent decades. ■ Kartick
Satyanarayan, founder of Wildlife SOS,
told AFP, deaths due to human-animal
conflict were driven by “the fragmenta-
tion of the tiger’s natural habitat.” ■ “Tigers range over large jungle areas and find
it impossible to migrate to other forests without crossing human habitations,
increasing chances of conflict,” he said. ■ Critics say that the government has also
loosened environmental regulations for projects including mining. ■ Satyanarayan
also said increasing demand for tiger skins and use of tiger body parts in traditional
Chinese medicine were some of the major reasons for poaching. ■ The government
has made efforts to manage the tiger population better, however, reserving 50 
habitats across the country for the animals.

1India is home to around 75 per cent of
the world’s tigers.

4Last year, the government said it had
reached the target ahead of schedule,

with an estimated 2,967 tigers in 2018
versus a record low of 1,411 in 2006.

3In 2010, India and 12 other countries
signed an agreement to double tiger

numbers by 2022.

2It is believed there were around
40,000 tigers at the time of inde-

pendence in 1947 but hunting and habitat
loss has slashed the population to dan-
gerously low levels.

in vaccine equity? Will 2022 be different?

■ In a November report, COVID GAP found that G7 countries, the informal grouping of
the world’s most advanced economies, and European Union countries are projected to
have in excess of 834 million high-quality vaccine doses by the end of the year, even
when accounting for providing boosters to 20% of the population and rollouts to kids.

Y
es, I do believe that Covid cannot be contained without 
equal distribution of the vaccines around the world.
Many countries are hoarding vaccines, leaving the poor

nations vulnerable. This gap would only lead to the virus re-
emerging in new variants until everyone gets immune. 
MAYANK MUNDHRA, class X, Apeejay School Park Street, Kolkata  

Yogi
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The
arch-rivals

Pakistan and India
have not played

cricket due to wors-
ening political condi-

tions. They last
played series in

2012/13

O
of the endangered big
cats died in 2021, the most
since it began compiling
data a decade ago, said

India’s tiger conservation body re-
cently. The previous highest num-
ber of deaths per year before the
National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) began compil-
ing data in 2012 was in 2016, when
121 perished.

126

WE SPEAK

WE SPEAK

WE SPEAK


	Times-NIE-Web-Ed-JANUARY-19-2022-Page1
	Times-NIE-Web-Ed-JANUARY-19-2022-Page2

