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DIPLOMATIC BOYCOTT of
the Beijing Winter Olympics

1The Olympics, particularly the Summer Games,
have seen several boycotts in the past by 
individual countries or multi-nation blocs since
the first modern Games were held in Athens 
in 1896

2Nations have boycotted the participation on
ideological grounds. In the 1988 Seoul
Olympics, North Korea boycotted on the
demand that 11 of the 23 Olympic sports be
carried out on its territory 

3By far, the biggest actions came in 1980 when
US President Jimmy Carter boycotted the
Moscow Games to protest the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, and four years later the Soviet
bloc retaliated with a boycott of the Los
Angeles Olympics

4The first major boycott of Olympics came in
1976 when about 30 mostly African nations sat
out the Montreal Games. They contended that
a New Zealand rugby team had toured
apartheid South Africa, and demanded that
New Zealand should be barred from the Games

 The boycott of the Moscow Games did not appear
to have any effect on Soviet foreign policy; troops
from the country remained in Afghanistan until 1989
While boycotts may not change
policy, they do run the risk of
reprisals, as was seen in 1984.
Meanwhile, Chen Weihua of
China Daily, a
state media publi-
cation, has called
for China to boy-
cott the Summer
Olympics in Los
Angeles in 2028
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`57.3 LAKH CRORE
That's the collective wealth of India’s
100 richest people, a record high in

2021, a report by Oxfam said.  The num-
ber of Indian billionaires grew from 102

to 142 during the pandemic period it
added. More than 4.6 crore Indians are

estimated to have fallen into extreme
poverty in 2020, nearly half of the global

new poor according to the UN

If each of the 10 richest Indians bil-
lionaires were to spend $1 mmillion

daily, it would take them 84 years to
exhaust their current wealth. India

has the 3rd highest number of bil-
lionaires in the world, just behind

China and the US

The wealth of the 10 richest is enough to
fund school and higher education of children in

the country for 25 years

A 4% tax on the wealth
of 98 billionaires can
fund the mid-day meal
programme for 17 years,
such as the Mission
POSHAN 2.0, which
includes anganwadi
services, POSHAN
abhiyan, among others
for 10 years

MAKE A
NOISE

Is it time to
introduce

wealth tax on Indian
billionaires to bridge

the economic inequality in
the upcoming Budget? Share

your views at 

FACTOID

Beijing is unlikely to see a
high-level political delegation
from India during the February
4-20 Winter Olympics, even
though New Delhi is not boy-
cotting the games, according
to sources...

WHAT
China is facing
opposition to the
prestigious

sporting event from the US and some of
its European allies over what they allege
is state-sponsored atrocities against
the Uyghurs in Xinjiang province and
Tibetans in Tibet. Under the boycott, the
Biden administration will not send any
US diplomatic or official governmental
representatives to the Games.

WHICH
other countries have announced a diplomatic boy-
cott? Prime Minister Boris Johnson of Britain
announced in early December that there would be

“effectively a diplomatic boycott” of the Games. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
of Canada said his country would follow suit. Australia, Japan and Denmark have
also said that they will not send their government officials to attend the Games.

WHAT'S INDIA'S
STAND?
New Delhi had made it clear earlier that
it will not be joining calls from the West
to boycott the Olympics, although there
is tension with China along the line of
actual control (LAC). Arif khan is India's
only entry for the winter games, where
he will compete in the Slalom event
(alpine skiing)

Olympic hosts have tradition-
ally basked in the global
attention, which often
includes visits by foreign
leaders or officials. US
President George W Bush, for
example, cheered Team USA
during the 2008 Summer
Games in Beijing

HAVE THERE BEEN 
BOYCOTTS BEFORE?

HAVE BOYCOTTS
BEEN EFFECTIVE?

(SOURCE: ECONOMIC
TIMES, THE NEWYORK TIMES)

X-PLAINED

LAKSHYA SEN

L
akshya Sen 
secured his maid-
en Super 500 title by winning
the Yonex-Sunrise India Open with a stunning

straight-game victory over reigning world champion Loh
Kean Yew of Singapore in the men's singles final in Delhi
on Sunday. The 20-year-old Sen, who had claimed his
maiden world championships medal with a bronze in
Spain last month, produced a fine performance to out-
shine the fifth-seeded shuttler 24-22 21-17 in the sum-
mit clash that lasted 54 minutes. In a repeat of last
year's Dutch Open final, the Indian ensured that he had
the last laugh this time around.

Wins maiden Super 500 title,
beats world champion Loh

T
he celebrations of
Republic Day will
now begin from
January 23 every

year instead of January 24 in
order to include the birth
anniversary of Subhas Chandra
Bose, said sources in the gov-
ernment. "This is in line with
Modi government’s focus on cel-
ebrating/commemorating
important aspects of our histo-
ry and culture," sources said.
Earlier, the government had
started the celebration of the
birth anniversary of Subhas
Bose as Parakram Divas.

Republic Day celebrations to begin from Jan 23, include
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's birth anniversary

Sitharaman's 4th Budget to focus on growth,
jobs amid a sharp rise in Covid cases

All eyes are on finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman, as she is set to present her fourth Budget in
three weeks from now. With a target to become a $5 trillion economy by 2025, the focus will be on
eeccoonnoommiicc ggrroowwtthh aanndd eemmppllooyymmeenntt ggeenneerraattiioonn. Disinvestment, rationalisation of import duties for

raw materials, micro small and medium enterprises, agriculture and start-ups with a focus on unicorns(a pri-
vately held startup company valued at over $1 billion) are likely to be the drivers of the forthcoming Budget.
Sources also said that though the minister is unlikely to wind up the stimulus package, announced in the
wake of the deadly Delta variant of Covid 19 last year in a hurry, a roadmap to the path of fiscal consolidation
is expected.

Birju Maharaj, legend
of India's Kathak
dance form, dies

Birju Maharaj, a legend of
classical Indian dance and
among the country's most

well-known performing artistes, died
on Monday. He was 83. Known as
Maharaj-ji by his many fans, he was
considered an icon of the Kathak
form of Indian classical dance and
was a recipient of the Padma
Vibhushan, India's second highest
civilian award. Maharaj was known
for his animated facial expressions
and light-footed movements, accom-
panied by the sound of bells he wore
around his ankles. He would often
draw inspiration from his own life in
his performances, and was a skillful
storyteller.

 Other impor-
tant days that
have become a
yearly affair are
Partition Horrors
Remembrance
Day (August 14),
National Unity
Day (October 31),
Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas (November
15), Constitution
Day (November
26) and, Veer
Baal Diwas
(December 26).

 Meanwhile, as many as 75 aircraft of Indian defence
forces, including Rafale, will fly over the Rajpath, as India
plans a grand flypast for the Republic Day celebrations

T he Covid vaccination
programme is set to
start for the 12-15

age group from February-end,
Dr NK Arora, chairman of the
Covid-19 working group of the
National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation said.
Adolescent vaccination is
making impressive strides
across the country.

Immunising adolescents is important, as they are quite mobile. They
go to schools, colleges, mingle and run a high risk of acquiring infec-
tion, particularly due to the fast-paced Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus. This is why the government prioritised this group from the
under-18 category, experts said.

Vaccination for 12-to-15-year-
olds likely from Feb-end or March

A total of
3.31 crore
children
in the age
bracket
of 15 to
18 years have already received their first
dose, accounting for almost 45% coverage,
just 13 days into the drive on January 3
this year

Source: TNN/Agencies

Should we keep politics out of sports?



It’s not that I am so smart, it’s just that I stay with the
problems longer.

-Albert Einstein
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KEEP ABREAST OF CURRENT

AFFAIRS & DEVELOPMENTS

PART-A MARKS: 20 

Choose the correct options:

Q1. In 1848, _____________ prepared four
prints visualising his dream of world
made up of ‘democratic and social re-
publics’.
a) Giuseppe Mazzini 
b) Giuseppe Garibaldi
c) Karol Kurpinski
d) Frederic Sorrieu

Q2. Regional dialects were encouraged
by the French Revolutionaries to incul-
cate the feeling of nationalism among the
French people.
Choose the best option to correct the
above given statement.

a) French language was forbidden by the
revolutionaries to reduce the influence
of monarchs.
b) Regional dialects were discouraged
by the French revolutionaries and
French l language was promoted to
inculcate the feeling of nationalism
among the French  people.
c) Regional dialects were discouraged by
the Monarchs to inculcate the feeling of
nationalism among the French people.
d) French language and regional dialects
were both used to spread the ideas of na-
tionalism.

Q3. In the question given below, there are
two statements marked as Assertion (A)
and Reason (R). Read the statements and
choose the correct option:
Assertion (A): The local populations con-
sidered Napoleon’s armies as harbingers
of liberty.
Reason (R): Increased taxation, censor-
ship, forced conscription into the French

armies seemed to outweigh the advan-
tages of the administrative changes.

Options:
a) Both A and R are true, and R

is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but

R is not the correct explana-
tion of A.

c) A is correct but R is
wrong.

d) A is wrong but R is correct.

Q4. Match Column A with Column B:

a) A – iii, B – iv, C – i, D – ii 
b) A – iv, B – ii, C – i, D – iii 
c) A – ii, B – i, C – iv, D – iii
d) A – i, B – iv, C –iii, D – ii

Q5. Read the given clues and identify the
kind of soil.

� These soils are made up of extremely
fine i.e., clayey material.
� This type of soil is typical of the Dec-
can trap (Basalt) region spread over north-
west Deccan plateau and is made up of
lava flows.
� They are well-known for their capaci-
ty to hold moisture
a) Alluvial            b) Forest soil 
c) Black              d) Laterite

Q6. Say whether True or False:
Rice is grown as a commercial crop in
Odisha but a subsistence crop in Punjab
and Haryana.
a) True                    b) False

Q7. In the question given below, there are
two statements marked as Assertion (A) 
and Reason (R). Read the statements and
choose the correct option:
Assertion (A): Jute is losing market to
synthetic fibres and packing materials,
particularly the nylon.
Reason (R): Jute production has declined
over the period of years due to scarce
labour.
Options:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the cor-
rect explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the

correct explanation of A.
c) A is correct but R is wrong.
d) A is wrong but R is correct.

Q8. Match Column A with Column B:

a) A – iii, B – iv, C – i, D – ii 
b) A – iv, B – ii, C – i, D – iii 
c) A – ii, B – iii, C – i, D – iv
d) A – i, B – iv, C –iii, D – ii

Q9. In the question given below, there
are two statements marked as Assertion
(A)  and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the correct option:
Assertion (A): The transformation of
Belgium from unitary government to a
federal one prevented a possible division
of the country on linguistic lines.
Reason (R): The German speaking pop-
ulation in Brussels was neglected.

Options:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the cor-
rect explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the
correct explanation of A.
c) A is correct but R is wrong.
d) A is wrong but R is correct.

Q10. Correct the INCORRECT statement:
In 1956, an Act was passed to recognise
Sinhala as the only national language,
thus disregarding Tamil.
a) In 1956, an Act was passed to recog-
nise Sinhala as the only official lan-
guage, thus disregarding Tamil.
b) In 1956, an Act was passed to recognise
Sinhala as the only official language, thus
disregarding English.
c) In 1965, an Act was passed to recognise
Sinhala as the only official language, thus
disregarding Tamil.
d) In 1956, an Act was passed to recognise
Tamil as the only official language, thus
disregarding Sinhala.

Q11. __________ is a system of govern-
ment in which the power is divided be-
tween a central 
authority and various constituent units
of the country.
a) Democracy b) Republic 
c) Federalism d) Socialism

Q12. In the question given below, there
are two statements marked as Assertion
(A)  and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the correct option:
Assertion (A): In 1947, the boundaries
of several old States of India were
changed in order to 
create new States.
Reason (R): This was done to ensure that
people who spoke the same language lived
in the same state.
Options:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the
correct explanation of A.
c) A is correct but R is wrong.
d) A is wrong but R is correct.

Q13. Which of the following steps were
taken in 1992 by the government of In-
dia?
a) Reservation of Scheduled castes in all
government jobs upto 15% 
b) Reservation of Scheduled Tribes in ed-
ucational institutes upto 7.5%
c) Reservation of Women in Local Self
Government bodies upto 33.33 %
d) Reservation of SEBC in State Leg-
islative Assemblies upto 25 %.

Q14. Match Column A with Column B:

a) A – iii, B – iv, C – ii, D – i 
b) A – iii, B – ii, C – iv, D – i 
c) A – ii, B – iii, C – i, D – iv
d) A – i, B – iv, C –iii, D – ii

Q15. If the Per Capita Income of the coun-
try is 800 USD, find the monthly income
of Citizen V.

a) 650 b) 750 c) 850 d) 950

Q16. Say whether the statement is True

or False:
In World Development Reports, brought
out by the World Bank, Per Capita Income
is used in classifying countries.
a) True b) False

Q17. In the question given below, there
are two statements marked as Assertion
(A)  and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the correct option:
Assertion (A): For development, people
look at a mix of goals.
Reason (R): What may be development
for one may not be development for the
other. It may even be destructive for the
other.
Options:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the cor-
rect explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not
the correct explanation of A.
c) A is correct but R is wrong.
d) A is wrong but R is correct.

Q18. What is the Body Mass Index of a
person with height of 1.5 meters and
weight of 45 kilograms?
a) 15      b) 17.5     c) 20    d) 25

Q19. Match Column A with Column B:

a) A – iii, B – iv, C – i, D – ii
b) A – iv, B – ii, C – i, D – iii 
c) A – ii, B – iii, C – i, D – iv
d) A – i, B – iv, C –iii, D – ii

Q20. In the question given below, there
are two statements marked as Assertion
(A)  and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the correct option:
Assertion (A): In the year 2013-14, the
tertiary sector has emerged as the largest
producing sector in India replacing the
primary sector.
Reason (R): Apart from education,
health, transport, banking and profes-
sional services, certain new services such
as those based on information and com-
munication technology have become im-
portant and essential.
Options:
a) Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the
correct explanation of A.
c) A is correct but R is wrong.
d) A is wrong but R is correct.

PART-B MARKS: 10 

Q21. In the below given image, the fe-
male figure is guarding the _______.

a) Rhine b) Thames   c) Nile   d) Danube

Q22. Which of the following definition
refers to Zollverein.
a) A unit of measurement of cloth.
b) An abstract idea expressed through a
person or an object.
c) A customs union formed at the ini-
tiative of Prussia in 1834.
d) A direct vote by which all the people
of a region are asked to accept or reject
a proposal.

Q23. Arrange the following events in the
correct sequence:
i. Unification of Germany
ii. Victor Emmanuel II was proclaimed
the king of united Italy.
iii. Act of Union unifying England and
Scotland.
iv. Greece became an independent nation.

a) iv, iii, ii, i b) ii, i, iii, iv 
c) i, ii, iii, iv d) iii, iv, ii, i

Q24. Which of the following nations is
NOT a part of Balkan region?
a) Croatia b) Portugal
c) Albania d) Serbia 

Q25. Land which is left without cultiva-
tion for one or less than one agricultur-
al year is called 
_______________.
a) Current fallow land 
b) Other than current fallow land
c) Culturable wasteland 
d) Non-agricultural land
Q26. Salal Project is built across the riv-

er ___________.
a) Jhelum b) Ravi c) Chenab d) Beas 

Q27. Which of the following statements
best defines the term ‘Majoritarianism’?
a) A belief that majority community
should always form the Government in
the country.
b) A belief that only majority communi-
ty must get the right to vote in a country.
c) A belief that majority community must
permanently reside in the country.
d) A belief that the majority commu-
nity should be able to rule a country
in whichever way it wants, by disre-
garding the wishes and needs of the
minority.

Q28. Read the given Cartoon image and
choose the correct option:

a) The Prime Minister is the supreme
head of the government.
b) Cabinet Ministers are inactive while
the Prime Minister takes the major de-
cisions.
c) There are many perils of running
a coalition government.
d) State governments are subordinates
to the Central government.

Q29. _______is the total number of chil-
dren of age group 14 and15 years attend-
ing school as a 
percentage of total number of children
in the same age group.
a) Net Attendance Ratio
b) Gross Enrolment Ratio 
c) Literacy rate 
d) Education Index

Q30. Arrange the following values in the
increasing order with reference to India.
i. Gross Domestic Product
ii. Total population of the country
iii. Per Capita Income
iv. Daily Unemployment Allowance paid
under MNREGA 
a) iv, iii, ii, i       b) ii, i, iii, iv 
c) i, ii, iii, iv d) iv, ii, iii, i

PART-C MARKS: 8 

Read the passage and choose the cor-
rect option:
On 4 June at 2 p.m. a large crowd of
weavers emerged from their homes and
marched in pairs up to the mansion of
their contractor demanding higher wages.
They were treated with scorn and threats
alternately. Following this, a group of
them forced their way into the house,
smashed its elegant windowpanes, fur-
niture, porcelain … another group broke
into the storehouse and plundered it of
supplies of cloth which they tore to shreds
… The  contractor fled with his family to
a neighbouring village which, however,
refused to shelter  such a person. He re-
turned 24 hours later having requisitioned
the army. In the exchange 
that followed, eleven weavers were shot.

Q31. Why did the weavers in Silesia re-
volt against the contractors?
a) Because the contractors drastical-
ly reduced their payments
b) Because the contractors stopped giv-
ing them the orders
c) Because the weavers wanted to elimi-
nate the middlemen 
d) Because the weavers had to pay heavy
taxes

Q32. Which of the following acts were
NOT performed by the weavers?
a) Rallied to the contractor’s place 
b) Destroyed the assets of the contractor
c) Looted the cloth and tore them into
shreds 
d) Burnt the documents of feudal dues

Read the given passage and select the
correct option:
The denudation of the soil cover and sub-
sequent washing down is described as
soil erosion. The processes of soil for-
mation and erosion, go on simultaneously
and generally  there is a balance between
the two. Sometimes, this balance is dis-
turbed due to human activities like de-
forestation, over-grazing, construction,
and mining etc., while natural forces  like
wind, glacier, and water lead to soil ero-
sion. The running water cuts through the
clayey soils and makes deep channels as
gullies. The land becomes unfit for culti-
vation and is known as bad land. In the
Chambal basin such lands are called

ravines.

Q33. Which of the following type of soil
erosion is common in the Chambal Val-
ley?
a) Wind erosion b) Gully erosion
c) Sheet erosion d) Splash erosion

Q34. When the soil particles are carried
away due to some natural or human fac-
tors leading to the 
loss of fertility of land, it is termed as
_______________.
a) Environment Conservation b) Ravines
c) Soil erosion d) Wasteland Management
Read the given passage and select the
correct option:
We need to give more power to the pan-
chayats to realise the dream of Mahatma
Gandhi and the hopes of the makers of
our Constitution. Panchayati Raj estab-
lishes true democracy. It restores power
to the only place where power belongs in
a democracy – in the hands of the people.
Giving power to Panchayats is also a way
to reduce corruption and increase ad-
ministrative efficiency. When people par-
ticipate in the planning and implemen-
tation of developmental schemes, they
would naturally exercise greater control
over these schemes. This would eliminate
the corrupt middlemen. Thus, Panchay-
ati Raj will strengthen the foundations of
our democracy.

Q35. Which dream of Mahatma Gandhi
and the Constitution framers is referred
to here?
a) To remove untouchability and provide
reservation to the deprived sections.
b) To establish a society based on po-
litical, social, and economic equality.
c) To establish peace and harmony among
different religious groups.
d) To restore the power and prosperity of
the nation.

Q36. How would the people benefit by the
implementation of Panchayati Raj?
a) Corruption would reduce as the mid-
dlemen would be eliminated in ad-
ministration.
b) People would get greater con-
trol over the developmental
schemes.
c) Good governance would be
achieved.
d) All of the above

Read the given case study and
select the correct option:
Kamal is a daily wage labourer in a
grocery shop. He goes to the shop at 7:30
in the morning and works till 8:00 p.m. in
the evening. He gets no other allowances
apart from his wages. He is not paid for
the days he does not work. He has there-
fore no leave or paid holidays. Nor was
he given any formal letter saying that he
has been employed in the shop.
He can be asked to leave anytime by his
employer.

Q37. In which sectors is Kamal employed?
a) Organised, private, and secondary 
b) Unorganised, private, and tertiary
c) Unorganised, public, and tertiary 
d) Organised, public, and primary

Q38. Why do you think Kamal is work-
ing there?
a) He is less educated, skilled, and trained.
b) There is lack of other employment op-
portunities.
c) He has to support his family.
d) All of the above

PART-D MARKS: 2 

Q39. Identify the dam marked as ‘a’
a) Nagarjuna Sagar  b) Rana Pratap Sagar
c) Salal d) Hirakud

Q40. Name the major crop grown in the
region marked as ‘b’.
a) Jute b) Coffee
c) Tobacco 
d) Bajra
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