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Q1 Who wrote ‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’?
Q2 What was the nationality of
Edvard Munch, painter of ‘The
Scream’?
Q3 Which American playwright
wrote ‘Death of a Salesman’?
Q4 Which New
Zealander won the
Booker Prize for
‘The Bone
People’?
Q5 Which
Tolkien
novel was
the first to
feature
Bilbo
Baggins?
Q6 What name
is given to poetry
that does not have a
metrical form?
Q7 Who wrote ‘The Water-
Babies’? 
Q8 What colour was the whale

in ‘Moby Dick’? 
Q9 Who wrote ‘The Railway
Children’? 
Q10 Who wrote the children’s
fantasy ‘Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory’?
Q11 What is the collective name

for Athos, Porthos and
Aramis?

Q12 What was
the name of

the donkey
in ‘Winnie
the Pooh’?
Q13 Which
eccentric
fictional

nanny was
created by P

L Travers?
Q14 Who wrote

‘The Old Curiosity
Shop’?

Q15 In the Robert Louis
Stevenson novel, who is Dr
Jekyll’s alter-ego?

T S Eliot was an English
poet, publisher, playwright,
and literary critic. He is
known as the most
important English poet of
the 20th century. Born an

American, he was
naturalised as a British
subject in 1927. His most
famous poem is ‘The Love
Song of J Alfred Prufrock’.
Other poems include ‘The
Waste Land’, ‘The Hollow
Men’, ‘Ash Wednesday’,
‘The Journey of the Magi’
and, ‘Four Quartets’. He
was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1948.

Famous Quotes
“Humour is also a way of
saying something serious.”
“Some editors are failed
writers, but so are most writers.”
“Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape from
emotion; it is not the expression of personality, but an escape
from personality. But, of course, only those who have
personality and emotions know what it means to want to
escape from these things.”

BIRDS OF PARADISE 
Adapted from the 2019 novel ‘Bright
Burning Stars’ by A K Small, ‘Birds of
Paradise’ is about two best friends who
are aspiring ballet stars at a dance
school in Paris. When the body of a stu-
dent is found in the dorm just before the
start of their final year, Marine and Kate
begin to ask themselves what they
would do to win the ultimate prize: to be
the one girl selected to join the Opera’s
prestigious corps de ballet.

DEAR EVAN HANSEN
Based on the epic coming-of-age stage
musical (and book by the same name),

this movie is about a teen with social
anxiety – it shapes his personality
throughout the musical. Evan Hansen
embarks on a journey to find the accept-
ance and love he has been lacking in his
life, and along the way he discovers the
consequences of risking it all for the
chance to be heard. The film has been
directed by Stephen Chbosky who
directed ‘The Perks of Being a
Wallflower’ earlier. 

THE ADDAMS FAMILY 2 
In this upcoming sequel to the 2019 film,
Morticia and Gomez, tired of their chil-
dren skipping family dinners for more
’scream time’, plan for a family vacation
with Wednesday, Pugsley, Uncle Fester
in their haunted camper. Morticia and
Gomez hope a miserable family vacation
on the road with sights like Niagara Falls
and the Grand Canyon is all they need to
bring back the family together. 

I’M YOUR
MAN 
Could you live
with an
anthropoid

robot designed to be your ideal match?
This German science fiction film tells the
story of a scientist who participates in a
three-week trial with a humanoid robot
programmed to make her happy. Actor-
turned-director Maria Schrader, who last
handled the breakout miniseries hit
‘Unorthodox,’ tells a story about one
woman learning to come to terms with
her greater potential. 

ETERNALS 
Now that it’s been cleared that the film
will explain why the all-powerful race of
eternal beings ‘let’ Thanos destroy half
of the Universe, we can hardly wait for
the film to arrive. All eyes are on director
Chloé Zhao – who created history by
becoming the first female Asian
American director to win an Oscar for
‘Nomadland’ earlier this year. ‘Eternals’
is set to fit within the wider MCU
mythology by tying the core set of
superheroes to a series of major
events throughout history (not
just the Avengers). 

THE LOST DAUGHTER
For her directorial debut, Maggie
Gyllenhaal chose to adapt author Elena
Ferrante’s novel of the same name.

While on a holiday, a woman finds
herself obsessing over another

woman and her
daughter,

prompting
memories

of her own early motherhood
to come back and unravel her.

A BOY CALLED 
CHRISTMAS
A live-action adaptation of
Matt Haig’s book which
reimagined the story of
Father Christmas. A young
boy sets off into the snowy
white north in search of his
father.

Watch Out
The last quarter of 2021 promises some exciting new flicks to watch out for.

Some are based on books while others are based on award-winning 
musicals and best-selling franchises...

FOR THESE FILMS

VENOM: LET THERE
BE CARNAGE 
Directed by Andy Serkis, the sequel
features Tom Hardy as the investiga-
tive journalist trying to negotiate an
accord with his symbiote, and Woody
Harrelson as the evil character
Carnage. According to reports,
a test screening of the film
was carried out in London
following which numerous
viewers took to Twitter to
warn the future audiences
to ‘not miss the credits’
at any cost. Excited? 

DUNE: PART ONE 
The internet is abuzz with chatter
about the biggest film of the year,
which brings author Frank
Herbert’s complicated sci-fi myths
to the silver screen. Adapted by
director Denis Villeneuve, ‘Dune:

Part One’ is the first of a two-
part film and features Timothée
Chalamet as Herbert’s gifted
protagonist, Paul Atreides,

entrusted with the protection of
the most vital element in the galaxy.

DIANA: THE MUSICAL 
It’s been 24 years since she
died in a car accident, yet
Princess Diana’s life
continues to inspire
storytellers. The film
was initially conceived
as a musical and had
nine previews before the
pandemic forced
Broadway the-
atres to
close. Set in
1981, it fol-
lows the late
princess as
she pre-
pares to
marry into
the royal
family. The
musical prom-
ises to tell us a
“different story”. 

Answers: 1) Harper Lee 2) Norwegian 3) Arthur Asher Miller 4) Keri
Hulme 5) The Hobbit 6) Free verse 7) Charles Kingsley 8) A white
albino whale 9) Edith Nesbit 10) Roald Dahl 11) The Three Musketeers
12) Eeyore 13) Mary Poppins 14) Charles Dickens 15) Mr Hyde

The wondrous
world of TS ELIOT

AUTHOR B’DAY

“Half of the harm that is done in this world is due to people who want to feel impor-
tant. They don't mean to do harm. But the harm does not interest them.”

— TS Eliot

Recommended reading age: 5-8 years old
THE LONDON EYE MYSTERY 
by Siobhan Dowd
When Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim
get on board the London Eye, he turned and
waved before getting on. After half an hour it
landed and everyone trooped off – but no Sal-
im. Where could he have gone? How on earth
could he have disappeared into thin air? Since
the police are having no luck finding him, Ted
and Kat become sleuthing partners despite
their prickly relationship.

THE
DEDUCTIVE DETECTIVE 

by Brian Rock, illustrated by 
Sherry Rogers
Someone stole a cake from the cake contest.
Who could it be? Twelve animal bakers are
potential suspects but Detective Duck uses
his deductive reasoning skills to ‘quack’ the
case. After all, the thief left hairs behind so
the thief wasn’t a bird. Follow along as he
subtracts each suspect one at a time to re-
veal just who the culprit was. This clever sto-
ry will have children of all ages giggling at the
puns and the play on words.

NATE THE GREAT SERIES 
by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat and

Andrew Sharmat,
illustrated by
Jody
Wheeler

‘Nate the Great’ is a se-
ries of more than two
dozen children’s detective
stories written by Marjorie
Weinman Sharmat featuring the
eponymous boy detective, Nate
the Great. Sharmat and illustra-
tor Marc Simont inaugurated the se-
ries in 1972 with ‘Nate the Great’, a 60-
page book. Join the world’s greatest
detective as he solves the mystery of
the missing word! Perfect for begin-
ning readers and the Common
Core. The long-running
chapter book series will
encourage children to
problem-solve with Nate,
using logical thinking to
solve mysteries.

Recommended
reading age: 
7-11 years old

LIZZIE AND LUCKY: THE
MYSTERY OF THE
MISSING PUPPIES 
by Megan Rix & Tim
Budgen
Lizzie is desperate for a dog.
In order to convince her par-
ents to get one, she has to
come up with 101 reasons
why she needs one. Lizzie is
a master at making lists, so
thinking of 101 reasons is

going to be easy! But as Lizzie be-
gins compiling her list, she witnesses an

adorable puppy being snatched away and

put into a van by a mysterious-looking man. 

THE MONA
LISA MYS-
TERY 
by Pat
Hutchins
Class 3 of Hamp-
stead Primary
School are off on
a school trip to
Paris! Morgan is
the first to spot
the bearded
man in the black

Citroen car, cruising behind
their school bus, and feels sure he is follow-
ing them. The plot thickens when a second
mysterious bearded man appears on the ferry

boat. Soon, Class 3 find themselves entangled
with a group of art thieves intent upon stealing
the Mona Lisa!

THE RACEHORSE
WHO
DISAPPEARED 
by Clare Balding &
Tony Ross
Life is slowly getting
back to normal for Char-
lie after her reluctant
racehorse, Noble War-
rior, won the Derby and
saved her family from fi-
nancial ruin. But drama
soon returns to Folly

Farm when thieves break into the farmyard in
the dead of night and kidnap Noble Warrior! 

Recommended reading age: 8-12 years old
MURDER MOST
UNLADYLIKE 
by Robin Stevens
It’s 1934. When Daisy Wells and Hazel
Wong set up a secret detective agency at
Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle
to find a truly exciting mystery to investi-
gate. But then Hazel discovers the body
of the Science Mistress, Miss Bell – but

when she and Daisy
return five minutes
later, the body has
disappeared...

THE YOUNG
MAGICIANS
AND THE 24-HOUR TELEPATHY
PLOT 
by Nick Mohammed 
Follow Alex, Jonny, Zack and Sophie as they use
their amazing real magic skills to get to the bottom
of an impossible-seeming crime. The gang are
away at a magic convention when they discover
that someone is trying to poison the president of

the Magic Circle! The secret society is stumped - but can our intrepid illu-
sionists get to the bottom of who’s the culprit?

JULIAN, SECRET AGENT 
by Ann Cameron 
Secret agents Julian, Huey, and Gloria are
already heroes. They have rescued a dog
and saved a toddler from drowning. But
what they really want is to nab a real-live
bank robber. Just when it looks like they
might catch the crook, the police chief
steps in. The supersleuths find that they

are the ones
who are in
trouble!

INVISIBLE! 
by Robert Swindells 
Creep around, unseen? Listen in to other
people’s conversations? Twins Carrie
and Conrad, and their friends Peter and
Charlotte, do all these things when a
new girl at school shows them her se-

cret: how to make yourself invisible.
It’s exciting and fun, but it can

also be dangerous.

AN INTRODUCTION TO
MYSTERY FOR KIDS

Haimanti.Mukherjee@timesgroup.com

A
s much as we all loved a good
mystery in our childhood, at
times, parents are sceptical
about introducing their chil-
dren to murder mysteries.

What exactly is the right age to introduce
‘murder’ to kids? Will a young mind be
able to grasp it? When the world around
us is in such utter chaos, why should kids
be introduced to more complexity? 

The answer to the last question is: Ex-
actly for that reason. Complexity cannot

be avoided, and children understand
grey far better than we think they do.
What they need help with is pro-

cessing emotions that
they possibly can’t
grasp fully. Curiosity
is inbuilt in children

who are growing up and

starting to understand how people func-
tion, how emotions work.

Neuro-psychiatrist Dr Sanjay Chugh be-
lieves children should start early with de-
tective stories, like Arthur Conan Doyle’s
‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ or
Agatha Christie’s body of work. “Detec-
tive stories are very fascinating at a
younger age for a reason. A child’s mind
is very dynamic as compared to adults,
and between the ages of 8 to 18, their brains
are in a stage of rapid development. When
they are exposed to a good mystery, it helps
in the development of the brain,especially
in improving their analytical skills. They
grasp mysteries faster than adults.”

Also, sleuthing comes naturally to chil-
dren. You must remember your childhood
when parents asked you not to do some-
thing, and you got more curious? So, you
possibly hid under the table to listen to

what adults talked about… it works the
same way even with your kids.While read-
ing a book on mystery, the child is en-
couraged to develop independent thoughts,
as s/he is also trying to figure out in his/her
head who could be the culprit/killer.

Also,since most Arthur Conan Doyle and
Agatha Christie novels deal with psychol-
ogy and logical deduction, it helps young
minds to develop a healthy curiosity.

Mystery novels pay attention to details.
When you finally get the answer to ‘whod-
dunit’, you always feel like you are the
detective. That’s more or less how adults
learn to navigate through lives. Reading
mysteries from an early age makes young
minds ready to explore the uncharted ter-
ritory, or to think laterally, to find an-
swers. Such skills come handy at a later
stage in life – in academics as well as pro-
fessional life.

Hercule Poirot mysteries by Agatha
Christie
Mysterious Affairs at Styles
 Death on the Nile
 And Then There Were None
Murder on the Orient Express
 Hercule Poirot’s Christmas

Sherlock Holmes mysteries by
Arthur Conan Doyle
 A Study in Scarlet 
 The Sign of Four
 The Hound of the Baskervilles
 The Speckled Band
 The Greek Interpreter

Miss Marple mysteries by Agatha
Christie
 Greenshaw’s Folly 
 A Caribbean Mystery 
 The Blue Geranium 
 The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side 
 A Pocket Full of Rye

SOME OF ARTHUR CONAN
DOYLE AND AGATHA
CHRISTIE NOVELS TO
START WITH...

CRIME FICTION?
When can you start reading 

There’s nothing like a good mystery to make children and
teens understand the complex world of adults. Start early.

Death on the Nile

Source: penguin.co.uk, Goodreads

PICS: ISTOCK



There are three disciplines in sport
climbing: speed, bouldering and lead. 

Speed climbing
Two climbers race each other as they
climb a 15m wall set at a 95 degress
angle. The aim is to get to the top first.
A climb usually lasts around 5 to 8 sec-
onds. Contestants use a safety rope. 

Bouldering
Athletes get a specified time to scale a
number of routes on a 4.5m wall. Each
route has a varying level of difficulty
and pose different challenges – such as
overhangs or holds just large enough
for the fingertips. Climbers have to plan
their moves as they go higher, so they
can decide which hand and foot to place
next, and where. When they grab the
final hold at the top of a route with both
hands, then they are deemed to have
finished that route. The aim is to finish
as many routes as possible within the
time limit. At the Olympics, the time
fixed is 4 minutes. If a climber falls on a
route, he or she can attempt to climb it
again. Safety ropes are not allowed.

Lead
Climbers attempt to reach as high as
possible on a wall that is more than
15m in height, within a specified time.
At the Olympics, they get six minutes.
As they climb, they attach their safety
ropes to pegs, or quickdraws, that are
present along the route. The quickdraw
that their rope is attached to at the
end of the specified time, is taken as
the height to which they have climbed.
Climbers do not get a second attempt
and have to plan their ascent carefully.
If more than one climber reaches the
same height, then the one who took
the least time is declared the winner.  
* In lead and bouldering, each climber
gets to see the wall only a few minutes
before their turn. It is only then that
they can examine the wall and plan
their strategy. This is done to prevent
giving them an advantage from 
watching other contestants climbing.

OF COMPETITION

The Climbing World Championship | The Climbing World Cup  | The European Championships   | Sportroccia   |
Rock Master   | Sport climbing at the World Games   | Melloblocco   |

The IFSC Climbing World Youth Championships   | The IFSC Climbing European World Cup

TOURNAMENTS: The most widely known international competitions are administered by the International Federation of Sport Climbing

Shoes
The shoes used in sport climbing have very
soft soles and good grip. They prevent 
sliding while climbing. They are extremely
tight, often causing climbers’ toes to curl
up. This helps them cling on to the holds. 

Anchor: A point on top of a
climb that has fixed bolts or
removable protection. 

Beta: A specific step-by-step
description of a climb or a
sequence that is provided by
a guide book or is gathered
from a fellow climber. 

Cam: A mechanical, spring-
loaded piece of climbing pro-
tection which fits into cracks
and holes in a rock wall. It
helps secure a section of
rope in the event of a fall.

Crimp: A small ledge where
climbers crimp their fingers,
bending them to put pressure
on knuckles with a tight grip 

Crux: The hardest part of a
climb. The crux can appear
anywhere along the climb.
The crux may even be in the
first part of the climb. 

Gaston: A climbing technique
where the fingers face
inward, like trying to pry
open elevator doors from the
middle.

TERMINOLOGY

Sport climbing, a discipline that made its
debut in the Olympics this time, requires 
athletes to scale steep vertical walls with 

just their bare hands and feet. The walls have
hand and foot holds of different shapes and

sizes, fixed at varying angles. Minimal 
equipment are allowed while competing. 

Let’s find out more...

EQUIPMENT

THE DISCIPLINES

The
sport puts to 

test the strength,
flexibility and skill 
of an individual.

Physical and mental 
capabilities, endurance,
climbing skills, coupled

with good planning 
and decision making,

make for 
winners
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“It doesn’t matter what you’re trying to accomplish.
It’s all a matter of discipline."
Wilma Rudolph, former sprinter

SIMPLY SPORTS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 202104

HEIGHTS

Harness
Sport climbing harnesses are built with
minimalist design features, like fewer gear
loops. This makes the harness lighter and
allows the climbers to push harder. They
have thinner leg loops and waist belts.

Climbing Rope
The rope is central to the safety system in
climbing. Generally, a rope that is light, yet
durable is preferred as it is easier to 
handle; and serves the purpose of keeping
the climber safe. It has to be able to take
all the wear and tear involved in climbing. 

Quickdraws
These are clasp-like clips that connect the
bolts on the wall to the rope. They help to
allow the rope to run freely. They form the
backbone of the climbing rack. They are
often used to build anchors. The firm clip-
ping feel of the quickdraws gives climbers
the confidence to pull back to their full
extent, to be able to move upward. 

Assisted Braking Belay 
The belay device acts as a braking func-
tion that pinches the rope under weight
and stops a fall. An assisted braking
device adds increased friction for safety
and control. Since falls can occur fre-
quently while sport climbing, an assisted
braking device is ideal for security. 

SCALING
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