
Ridge Valley decodes inclusion

Why Indian schools should
open immediately

T he ongoing school closure is unarguably
the worst and longest education disrup-
tion in India. More than two-third of
Indian families do not have access to
smartphones, computers, or the inter-

net. For them, online classes are a distant dream.
India is amongst the few countries, where

everything seems to be opening but schools con-
tinue to be closed. A few Indian states have start-
ed considering opening schools but the pace is
painfully slow. The priority should be to open pri-
mary schools before secondary schools. Surveys
in a few Indian cities have reported that 50-80 per
cent of parents in various cities are willing to send
their children to school.

During the pandemic, children confined to home
experienced challenges within the family and
abuse and in every month away from school results
in a learning loss of two months. The last 17 months
have set children back by almost 34 months.

CHILDREN ARE NATURALLY PROTECTED
FROM SEVERE COVID-19
A healthy child is at very low risk, ranging from 100

to 8,000 times lower than adults, depending upon
the age group, that’s why Sweden and Europe
schools had not been shut in the pandemic and yet,
it did not report even a single child death due to
Covid 19.

The findings of the fourth national serosurvey,
conducted by the Indian Council of Medical
Research, have reported that 67.6 per cent of Indian
population has antibodies against the virus and that

children had a similar rate of infection (thus pro-
tected by now) as adults. This has been corroborat-
ed by many other state-specific and local surveys.

Children miss out on holistic learning which
includes behavioural and social skills and physical
and mental well-being. A study by Azeem Premji
Foundation amongst 16,000 students in five states
in age group six to 11 found that 92 per cent lost
one specific language ability and 82 per cent lost
some mathematical ability.

The learning ability of students attending different
types of schools and from different socio-economic
strata. There is also a health aspect to the problem of
school closure. Around 12 crore of poor children used
to get cooked midday meals in the schools. With the
closure of schools, both education and nutritional sta-
tus of children are getting affected.

The Covid19 pandemic is a reality, with many
unknowns, including how long it will last. Then, the
SARS CoV2 will be around for many more years. We
cannot sit and wait for a solution that is still in the
future or for the problem to pass away. There are
far higher benefits in bringing children back to
classroom learning. 

St Mary’s investiture ceremony

A
lthough Investi-
ture Ceremony
2021-22 had to be
conducted online

yet again, it lacked none of
the precision and pride of
any investiture before it.

The ceremony began
by invoking the
Almighty’s blessing with
the traditional lighting of
the lamp. This was fol-
lowed by an introduction
to the theme for this year’s
ceremony: ‘Leaders: A
Beacon of Hope’ which
was showcased as mime
by the talented new white
house who were to be
sworn in.

Starting with the
white house members, the

head boy Yuvraj Kashyap
was sworn in by our prin-
cipal Rev Bro Naveen, head
girl Pia Mehra by our Su-
perior Rev Bro Sylvanus
and sports captain Mannat
Kashyap by KP Singh, the
sports HOD. 

The entire ceremony
was taken to the next lev-
el by the Western Music
Club of MSM, with their
rendition of the beautiful
song, ‘Glorious’. The pre-
fects from each house were
sworn in, thereafter. 

R
idge Valley School,
Gurgaon conducted a
workshop on
‘Decoding Inclusion’

under the aegis of GPSC
(Gurgaon Progressive School
Council) on July 31. This
workshop saw over 100 par-
ticipants from prestigious schools of
Delhi, NCR and UAE. 

The day started with lighting of
lamp followed by the welcome
address of the officiating principal
Nidhi Tewari. Tewari said, “Inclusion
does not simply mean the placement
of students with diverse needs in gen-
eral education class, it must incorpo-
rate fundamental change in ways in
which the school community supports
the individual needs of each child”.

A session on some of the best prac-
tices in inclusive education globally was
presented by Dr Saroj Thapa. Dr Thapa’s

session of understanding inclusion and
some of the best practices was furthered
by Shamin Mehrotra who shared insights
on what Inclusion within the class room
is all about. She said “Inclusion is learn-
ing together, growing together and being
together- at your own pace.”

It was an enriching experience
for all the panelists and they looked
forward to their helpful contribu-
tion. The session culminated with
Kamalpreet Bhullar, academic coor-
dinator at RVS thanking all the pan-
elists for their valuable time and
insights.

Stars of Greenway 
intra-school competition

O
n July 31, the staff of St
Michael’s Sr Sec School,
3 Pusa Road, New Delhi
came together to celebrate

a joyful occasion. The school wel-
comed Rev Fr Alphonse Shah, the
newly appointed Chancellor of Del-
hi Catholic Archdiocese. A special

prayer was made for his new role,
duty and responsibility. He was fe-
licitated by the school manager Rev
Fr Savarimuthu Shankar and prin-
cipal Rev Dr Sabu Joseph. Rev Fr
Shah then shared his valuable
thoughts with the staff and reflect-
ed on life, love and humility. 

Another reason to celebrate this
joyous day was Rev Fr  Shankar’s
birthday who was felicitated by the
principal, senior coordinator Olinka
Gulati and primary coordinator Mag-
dalene Bhat. Rev Fr Sankar addressed
the staff on the value of life and hap-
piness. Rev Dr  Joseph expressed his
gratitude to Rev Fr  Shah for his pas-
toral care and Rev Fr Shankar for his
guidance to the school. 

Honour and celebrations

G
reenway Modern School
organised intra-school com-
petition for classes VI to X.
Students exhibited their

talent in different forms. Through this
virtual intra-school  competition, stu-

dents were motivated to explore new and
innovative ways to show their aptitude in

forms of different activities. 
Efforts of the students were judged and

appreciated by Deepa Patole, Dr Sonali
Ganguly, Puneet Sharma, Sanjay Sharma,
Meena Sharma, Sana Khan, Meenakshi 
Moon, Madhavi, Komal, Mohini, Renu
Gupta, Neha Meena.

WINNERS OF THE
COMPETITION 
CLASS VI
ENGLISH (PICTIONARY ROUND)
1ST POSITION: Prisha Shandil   and
Saransh Karajgir of VI-E
2ND POSITION: Kshitij Kumar and
Vedanshi of VI-C
3RD POSITION: Ashwini Rana and
Aayush of VI-A
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Sai Santosh Pal
and Shanaya Joshi of VI-F

HINDI (VIDEO)
1ST POSITION: Sanaya Joshi of VI-F
2ND POSITION: Eipsa of VI-F  
3RD POSITION: Kshitij Kr of VI-C and
Dhany Kamboj of VI-D
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Shruti Aggarwal of VI-A
and Archisiya of VI-E

ART AND CRAFT (POSTER MAKING)
1ST POSITION: Shanaya of VI- F
2ND POSITION: Kshitij of VI- C
3RD POSITION: Radhika of VI- E
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Prattyaksh of VI-F  and
Hansika of VI-D

CLASS VII
ENGLISH (MEMORY GAME)
1ST POSITION: Apra and Ketan of VII-G
2ND POSITION: Shouriya and Rituraj Singh
Raypa of VII-F
3RD POSITION: Pragya Tayal and Parth Panwar
of VII-B
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Anish Kr Mishra and
Ishika Arora of VII-C

MATHS (POWER POINT PRESENTATION)
1ST POSITION: Shree Rastogi of VII-D
2ND POSITION: Aditya Jana   of VII-F
3RD POSITION: Nakshatra Saraswat of VII-A
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Pranya of VII-B

MUSIC  (PATRIOTIC SONG)
1ST POSITION: Arnab  Chattarjee of VII- D
2ND POSITION: Shree Rastogi of VII-D
3RD POSITION: Ritu Raj   of VII- F
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Vidushi of VII- G and
Shaurya Panda of VII- G

CLASS VIII
ENGLISH (SMILEY ROUND)
1ST POSITION: Priyanshi and Tanvi of VIII-C
2ND POSITION: Anshika and Kanishk Rathour 
of VIII- F
3RD POSITION: Avni and Ridhima of VIII-G and
Kripa and Divya of VIII-B

SCIENCE (ABRA KA DABRA)
1ST POSITION: Reet of VIII-C
2ND POSITION: Pranav of VIII-E and Ridhima
Tyagi of VIII-G
3RD POSITION: Anshika Jha of VIII-E 
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Priyanshi of VIII-C and
Riddhi of VIII-E

DANCE COMPETITION (CLASSICAL DANCE)
1ST POSITION: AnshikaaShivam of VIII-F
2ND POSITION: Tanusha Pant of VIII-C
3RD POSITION: Shona Panchal of VIII-A
CONSOLATION PRIZE: Riddhi Sarpal of VIII-E
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R eading books is a way of life. It's
like living thousands of lives. It
brings new perspectives each

time you read the same book.  Make it
a daily routine. Read a page daily: this
habit will bring in long-lasting results.
You will certainly witness it in your per-
sonality, speech and approach.

A few simple ways to indulge your-
self into reading religiously...

 Select a book of your interest and

use the quotes given in it in
your conversation.

 You must have a
pencil/pen while reading
to have the anecdotes on it
which will aid in compre-
hension.

 Research the book you chose and
its author. Develop your own views
on how the book will help you.

 Set a deadline to complete the book
and once done, you must learn to
recommend the book to your loved
ones who can benefit by reading it.

 Go through the various sec-
tions of the book: The title
page, copyright page, dedi-
cation, table of contents,
foreword, acknowledg-

ments, preface or introduc-
tion and prologue.

 Have faith that reading strengthens
the brain, increases empathy, builds
vocabulary, prevents cognitive de-
cline, reduces stress, aids sleep, al-
leviates depression and lengthens
lifespan.

 So, welcome a new friend into your
life, a book. 

Read yourself when you read a book!

REPRESENTATION OF
THE MOVIE 'UP'
by Ridhima Sagdeo, class VII, Vikhe
Patil Memorial School, Lohegaon

FRUIT PLATE
by Tanaya Tarte, 
class IX, 
PPS, Pune

WARLI PAINTING
by Suryansh P Singh, VI,
VPMS, Lohegaon

PARAKEET & FLOWERS
by Purva Kadav class X,
PPS, Pune



Q1:
What is the Indian football

team’s current FIFA rankings?
a. 104   b. 105   c. 106   d. 107

Q2:
Name the first city in the

world to host the Olympic

Games thrice.
a. London

b. Melbourne 

c. New York

d. Dubai

Q3:
Which of the following

sports made a debut at Rio

Olympics 2016?

a. Cricket

b. Skateboarding

c. Volleyball 

d. Golf 

Q4:
Who is the current Women’s

World Chess Champion?
a. Hou Yifan

b. Ju Wenjun

c. Tan Zhongi

d. Anna Ushenina

Q5:
Which country topped the

medals tally at the Tokyo

Olympics 2020?
a. Japan

b. Canada 

c. USA 

d. Brazil 

Q6:
Whom did Novak Djokovic

of Serbia lose to during

the bronze medal match at the

Tokyo Olympics?
a. Alexander Zverev 

b. John Isner

c. Pablo Carreño Busta 

d. Daniil Medvedev

Q7:
Who is the current Women’s

World Chess Champion?
a. Hou Yifan

b. Ju Wenjun

c. Tan Zhongi

d. Anna Ushenina

Q8:
Which country topped the

medals tally at the Tokyo

Olympics 2020?
a. Japan

b. Canada 

c. USA 

d. Brazil 

Q9:
Who is the first Indian

female boxer to win a gold

medal in the Asian Games?
a. Pinki Jangra

b. Mary Kom

c. Manisha Moun

d. Simranjit Kaur

Q10:
Identify the Volleyball

serve type. “An

overhand serve where the ball is

hit with no spin so that its path

becomes unpredictable, akin to a

knuckleball in baseball.”?
a. Underhand serve

b. Skyball serve

c. Topspin serve

d. Float serve
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1. b. 105   2. a. London   3. d. Golf

4. b. Ju Wenjun   5. c. USA

6. c. Pablo Carreño Busta   7. b. Ju Wenjun

8 c. USA   9. b. Mary Kom   10. d. Float serve

Novak Djokovic 

D
aniil Medvedev over-
came John Isner’s
lethal serves to reach

the final of the National Bank
Open, beating the American
6-2, 6-2 on Sunday. The top
seed dominated on both serve
and return against Isner to
triumph in 55 minutes and
reach his fifth ATP Masters
1000 final. Medvedev will play
another big-serving Ameri-
can, Reilly Opelka, for the ti-
tle. Most players on the ATP
Tour struggle to put Isner’s
serve back in play. The 36-
year-old was broken just
three times in four
matches en route to
the last four at the Avi-
va Centre. But
Medvedev broke his
opponent’s serve
four times in eight
service games and
won a mind-boggling
50 per cent of his re-
turn points in a stun-
ning performance.”I

had to take this opportunity,
just try to break as many
times as I can, stay focused
and I managed to do it,”
Medvedev said. “I’m really
happy with the win today.” IANS

K
arim Benzema picked up from where
he left off last season, playing a deci-
sive role for Real Madrid once again.
“Benzema is more than just a striker,
he is a very complete player,” said Car-

lo Ancelotti, who began his second stint as Madrid
coach. “He is a much more complete player than
when I coached him a few years ago.” Madrid also
got a goal from Nacho Fernández, one of the de-
fenders stepping in to replace veteran captain Ser-
gio Ramos, who left after 16 seasons because the
club didn’t want to extend his contract. “This has
just started, there’s still a long way to go, but it
was important to begin with a victory like this,”
Fernández said.

Madrid unbeaten in openers 
Benzema, the team’s top player and scoring leader
last season under Zinedine Zidane, put Madrid ahead
with a shot from inside the area after a clever back-
heel touch by Eden Hazard in the 48th minute. The
France striker added his second from close range in

the 62nd, six minutes after Fernández had found the
net following a cross from Luka Modric. Alavés pulled
one back with a penalty kick converted by Joselu
Mato in the 65th, and substitute Vinícius Júnior com-
pleted the scoring with a header two minutes into
stoppage time. The result kept Madrid unbeaten in
league openers since 2008. It went without a title last
season before Zidane quit and Ancelotti was re-hired.
The Italian coach had won four titles with Madrid in
his first stint with the club from 2013-15.

It was Madrid’s first of three straight away match-
es. The team’s first home game is scheduled for Sep-
tember, when it hopes to have the field of the Santi-
ago Bernabéu Stadium ready. The venue is under-
going renovation but will continue hosting matches
while construction work goes on.

In addition to Ramos, who joined Paris Saint-
Germain, Madrid also lost defender Raphael
Varane to Manchester United. Central defender
David Alaba, who joined from Bayern Munich,
played as a left back on Saturday because of the
absences of Ferland Mendy and Marcelo.

Fernández and Éder Militão, reserves last sea-

son, started in the middle of the
defense. Madrid also was with-
out veteran midfielder Toni Kroos
because of an injury, with Federi-
co Valverde playing in his position.
Ancelotti’s attack included Benze-
ma, Hazard and Gareth Bale, who re-
turned after a season on loan with Tot-
tenham. Alavés finished 16th last season,
four points above the relegation zone.

Other results 
Alfonso Espino scored seven minutes into sec-
ond-half stoppage time to salvage Cádiz a 1-1 draw
against Levante. The visitors had gone ahead
with a goal from José Luis Morales in the
39th. Promoted Mallorca took the lead
against Real Betis with Brian Oliván
scoring in the 25th but Juanmi Jiménez equalized
for the visitors in the 59th. Espanyol, which like
Mallorca returned to the top flight after a one-
year absence, drew 0-0 at Osasuna. AP

The striker led Madrid in its Spanish league opener by scoring twice 
in the team’s comfortable 4-1 win at Alavés

S
panish left back Marcos
Alonso fizzed a free kick
into the top corner to put
Chelsea in charge in the
27th minute while U.S. for-
ward Christian Pulisic fol-
lowed up on the rebound to
double their lead five min-

utes before halftime. Chelsea’s homegrown
defender Trevoh Chalobah then complet-
ed a dream Premier League debut in the
second half when he smashed a distance
shot in off the post to score his first goal
for the club he joined as an eight-year-old.

The defender, who has spent the last three
seasons on loan in England and France,
dropped to his knees after scoring to fur-
ther delight the home fans in the biggest
Stamford Bridge crowd since the coron-
avirus pandemic struck in March 2020, with
more than 38,000 turning out.

Lukaku missing in
action 

■  The Chelsea faithful gloated of their
status as Champions League holders

throughout the game while Kai
Havertz, scorer of the only goal in

their victory in the final over
Manchester City, was given a

hero’s reception when he
came off the bench. Club

record signing Romelu
Lukaku was not at the
game as he is still ob-
serving coronavirus
quarantine protocols
after travelling to Eng-
land from Italy follow-
ing his 97.5-million-
pound ($135 million)
move from Inter Milan.

■  The Belgian, who
fired Inter to the Serie A

title last season with 24
league goals, will begin

training on Monday and is set
to make his second Chelsea de-

but away to Arsenal next Sunday.
Palace were out-classed in their first

league game under coach Patrick Vieira
and needed over an hour to have their first
attempt on target, a tame header by Chris-
tian Benteke which goalkeeper Edouard
Mendy caught comfortably.

Chelsea ‘hard to handle’

■  “They were hard to handle,” said Palace
midfielder James McArthur. “They caused
us a few problems but we know we need to
be better. The manager demanded us to try
get on the ball and be a little braver, we just
could not get out. A bad day at the office.”
Chelsea have enjoyed facing Palace as this
was their eighth consecutive league win over
them, while Pulisic scored for the fifth game
running against the south Londoners. Coach
Thomas Tuchel, who oversaw a remarkable
turnaround since taking over in January
following Frank Lampard’s sacking, was an-
imated as usual on the touchline and lost
his temper on one occasion when Pulisic
was too slow to start a potential counter at-
tack. Chelsea will feel confident of a seri-
ous push for a first Premier League title
since 2017 in their first full season under the
German tactician and are bound to get even
more dangerous in front of goal when
Lukaku is integrated into the team. REUTERS

Chelsea’s Marcos
Alonso celebrates

scoring their first goal
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Daniil Medvedev

MEDVEDEV REACHES
TORONTO FINAL  

Chelsea eased to a 3-0 home win over a toothless Crystal Palace 

as the European champions made a strong statement of intent 

in their opening game of the Premier League season

It is a dream for a

boy like me being

here and to play

for my home

club is unreal.

As I was

getting closer

to the goal I

though I might

as well shoot

and just went for

it. I didn’t know

the ball went in, I did

not know what to do. I

was over the moon.

TREVOH CHALOBAH

Chelsea’s Christian
Pulisic celebrates
scoring their side’s
second goal of the game
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