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NEP 2020: THE ROAD AHEAD

Now, students in grades III, V
and VIII to be assessed on

core concepts, applications 
The Centre is all set to introduce competency-based assessments and

examinations, SAFAL, for classes III, V and VIII from this academic session
onwards in keeping with the National Education Policy(NEP) 2020...

First year engineering courses will offer
Indian languages at several institutes from
the new academic session.
Thirteen AICTE-approved
technical institutions will
be imparting technical
education in regional
languages from the
academic session
2021-2022 on
pilot basis

1The SAFAL (Structured
Assessment for Analysing
Learning Levels) will focus on

testing the core concepts, applica-
tion-based questions and higher
order thinking skills.

2Vidya Pravesh,a 3-month
play, based on school prepa-
ration module for all grade 1

students, will also be introduced till
universal provision of quality pre-
school education is achieved 

3The module is 
designed to
bolster a

child’s pre-literacy,
pre-numera-
cy, cognitive
and social skills. On the
higher education side, the
Academic Bank of
Credit (ABC)
Regulations to
promote flexi-

bility and facilitate student mobility
is set to come up 

4It is based on the principle of
Distributed & Flexible
Teaching-Learning that

allows a student to learn as per his
or her convenience, drop education
mid-way and pick it up again as per
his/her  choice and convenience 

5The higher education institu-
tions with NAAC
‘A’/NBA/Top NIRF-

100/IOE/INI are
eligible for the

ABC platform

6Around 50
lakh stu-
dents of

more than 25,000
CBSE schools are

expected to go
through SAFAL 
assessment 

Delayed due to the pandemic,
a simplified and transparent
admission process to all the
central universities through
Common Entrance Examination
will be brought in by 2022-23 

RETHINK
Now that we are enjoying the Olympics, here’s
a look at important life lessons you can learn
as you watch the best of the best

 FITNESS
Know why recovery is the 
best workout

 TRIVIA
It was in August
1900 that
the first
Michelin Guide
was released. How does 
a tyre company hold 
the world’s most
prestigious restaurant
rating system...

 ENVIRONMENT 
The Miyawaki method is all about
creating city forests. PLUS: What can
COP 26 solve?

 FILMS, BOOKS
How young readers
can benefit from

stoicism? PLUS:
Movies on food
and chefs

 SIMPLY
SPORTS

All you want to know
about skateboarding 
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Are you facing issues related
to your academics, mental
health, etc? Do you want to
share your problems, but are
shy to reveal them with your

near ones? Never mind,
our expert, CBSE helpline
counsellor, JAYDEB KAR
will answer queries from
students, parents, and
educators. Your identity

will be strictly protected...

QMy parents used to be liberal during
our stay in Delhi and never stopped
me from anything. But ever since

we have shifted to our hometown, things
have changed. This is so because my
grandparents tend to discriminate between
me and my brother. I feel bad about it.
What should I do?

Please try to understand your grandpar-
ents’ point of view and their reasons for
stopping you. You are in a different town
and your grandparents would know the
place better. Talk to them politely even if
you wish to assert your independence; initi-
ate a discussion, not an argument. Rather
than complaining, reassure them that you
are responsible enough and win their trust.
Slowly, they will become comfortable with
giving you more freedom.

Q I'm a student of class X and facing
difficulties with online classes. I feel
depressed. Kindly guide 

 Online classroom learning is a totally
different experience and hence, your diffi-
culty is understandable. However, during a
pandemic, online classes are the only way
out. Take this experience as a life skill and
try to find solutions. Ask your friends how
they are adapting to it.

You ask,
We 

answer

 PV SSindhu storms into women's
singles quarterfinals beating
Denmark's Mia Blichfeldt 21-15, 21-
13. Sindhu will next play the winner
of the match between Kim Gaeun of
South Korea and Akane Yamaguchi
of Japan

 Archer Atanu DDas knocks out
Olympic champion in Tokyo, joins
wife Deepika in last-16
 Satish KKumar advances to quar-
terfinals in men's super heavy-
weight boxing
 India ddefeated AArgentina 33-11 in a
men's hockey Group A match

 Mary KKom bows out after hard-
fought loss against Ingrit Valencia

PM MODI’S TWITTER FOLLOWERS CROSS 70 MN
MARK, BECOMES MOST-FOLLOWED ACTIVE NETA

P rime Minister Narendra Modi
achieved yet another milestone
when his Twitter handle crossed 70

million followers on Wednesday making him
one of the most-followed active politicians
on the microblogging social media platform.
The Prime Minister is very active on Twitter
and regularly uses the microblogging social
media platform for airing his views on the
country’s development, highlighting new
achievements and propagating welfare pro-
grammes carried out by his government.

 After PM Modi, the Twitter page
of Pope FFrancis is the most-fol-
lowed Twitter account with a com-
bined following of over 53 million
followers
 United States’ President Joe
Biden has 30.9 million followers
on Twitter, former US president
Barack OObama has 129.8 million
followers, while President of

France Emmanuel MMacron has 7.1
million Twitter followers.
 Earlier, Donald Trump was the
most- followed active politician on
Twitter but his account was per-
manently suspended due to riots
at the US Capitol. 
 The former US President had
88.7 million followers before
Twitter removed his account

C
handrayaan-3 is likely to be launched
during the third quarter of 2022 assum-
ing normal workflow henceforth,
Parliament was told on Wednesday. "The

realisation of Chandrayaan-3 is in progress. The
realisation of Chandrayaan-3 involves various
processes including finalisation of configuration,
subsystems realisation, integration, spacecraft level
detailed testing, and a number of special tests to
evaluate the system performance on earth," science
& technology minister Jitendra Singh said.

Chandrayaan-3 likely to
be launched in second
half of 2022

SPACE

The NEP 2020 strongly advocated a simpler
assessment format to ensure learning levels
are maintained. This was recommended
against the ‘no detention’ policy under the
Right to Education Act, which is said to
have had a detrimental affect on student
learning levels

Answer: ECUADOR. The
South American nation
has revoked the citizen-
ship of Julian Assange,
the founder of
Wikileaks, who is 
currently in a British
prison. 

WHICH IS THE ONLY
COUNTRY IN THE
WORLD NAMED AFTER 
A GEOGRAPHICAL 
FEATURE?

Clue 1: Mount Chimborazo,
located in the nation, is the
point on Earth closest to
the sun.

Clue 2: The world's largest
exporter of bananas, it
accounts for 28% of global
shipments.

Clue 3: It boasts the
world’s first and second
UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites: Galapagos
Islands and Quito, its
Capital.

NEWS IN CLUES

Ecuador is named
after the Equator



Step-1 Step-2

Step-6Step-5

NEVELEOP
a. envelope b. elope

c. never d. neither

INLOEN
a. onset b. linen

c. online d. lines

AFEFBL
a. false

b. babble

c. baffle

d. fail

Answers: 1) a, 2) c, 3) c

Answer: Rabbit

Quiz 
time

Athletes have 
converged on Tokyo for
the Olympics. Choose
correctly to complete
these statements on
Japan

1 In a sobriquet of Japan,
the 'Sun' is

A) Blazing b) Glowing

C) Rising D) Shining 

2 Tokyo hosted the
Summer Olympics in

A) 1952 B) 1956

C) 1960 D) 1964

NATION IN THE NEWS

Answer: 1) C. Rising 2) D. 1964 3) A. Red 

4) B. Nagasaki 5) C. Honshu 6) B. Chrysanthemum

Idiom-etrics
SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

A
teacher, whose money had been
stolen, found her empty purse in
Amar's desk. The real culprit had

planted it there to deceive her.
A) Red-carpet treatment

B) Red-letter day  C) Red herring

TRIVIA

S
ilver-coloured herrings, which
turned red in the process of
preservation, were employed to

train horses and hounds for fox-hunting.
The smell of these fish confused the
animals, prolonging the chase and mak-
ing it exciting. In 1807, William Cobbett
used the phrase 'red herring' idiomati-
cally for false news, when journalists
wrongly reported the defeat of
Napoleon. Sidetracked by this story,
they ignored actual occurrences. A 'red
herring', therefore, is a misleading clue.

Editor
in the making

Include some of these headlines to make a story and give 
it a title. Mail the story to us at toinie175@gmail.com.
The interesting one will be published in the
edition. Watch out for this space!!!

Weave a story with headlines

ciao!

hallo!
hello!

hola! Learn a 

Work sheet
Q:1 How will you ask for the cost of

the product?

Q:2 How will you ask for a post
card?

Q:3 How will you ask for a book?

Q:4 How will you communicate that
price is too high?

FRENCH

1) À quelle heure est-ce que s’est ouvert?
Meaning: At what time is it open?

2) À quelle heure est-ce que s’est
fermé? 
Meaning: At what time is it closed?

3) Je cherche un sac/un e carte
postale/un livre
Meaning: I am searching for a bag/a post-
card/a book.

4)  Combien ça coûte?     
MEANING: How much does it cost?

5) C’est trop cher! 
MEANING: It’s too expensive!

1) Monsieur, Combien ça coûte?                     2) Je cherche, un e carte postale   
3) Mademoiselle, Je cherche, un livre            4) Monsieur, C’est trop cher!

The headlines: 
1) Mirabai Chanu dedicates
Olympic medal to India

2) Booker Prize longlist unveiled

3) UNESCO adds 4 natural, 3 cul-
tural sites to World Heritage List

4) Bihar is the goldmine of the
nation

5) How to build better health
habits again

ANAGHA SASTIKAR
educator, Bodakdev
School for Children,

Ahmedabad

Step-3 Step-4

I have long ears. I live in
grasslands. I am among the
fastest land animals.
Children love to cuddle me.
In my natural habitat, I am
hunted by man, and my
natural predators like foxes
and eagles. 

3 The disc on the 
national flag is

A) Red B) Blue

C) Green D) Yellow 

4 On August 9, 1945, an
atom bomb was

dropped on
A) Nagoya B) Nagasaki

C) Numazu D) Nisshin

Draw the easy way

5 Mt Fuji is on the
island of

A) Shikoku B) Kyushu

C) Honshu D) Okinawa

6 The Emperor's Throne
is referred to as 

A) Carnation

B) Chrysanthemum

C) Columbine

D) Cherry-blossom 

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

G
ame Over? roared the man
from the counter, eyes glued
to the TV screen to attract
customers. “It just started

you idiots!”. I shushed at him as I
returned to my writing. ‘He dove to
the right and avoided the swerving
dagger.’ I read from what I had wrote.
“That won’t get you there you know”.
Someone interrupted my thoughts.
“Bragging space of billionaires”
intoned the man and gestured at the
book in front of me. “That won’t bring
a penny into your house”.

I was just getting into the flow
when the  phone rang. “RBI tells a
banking comic story to kids” my
friend had messaged.  “When are you
going to finish your book?”.

I gritted my teeth and closed my
eyes. Newsreader read, “Messi wins
his first major title!! Yesss, go
Argentina”. “So, you have finished
your book". My publisher said smugly.

I placed the book on his desk.
He opened the book and paused.
“Euro2020, Home or Rome? The
End”. He turned other pages. His
said, “I don’t understand....”. I smiled
grimly at him.

And the
winner is...
ABHIJEET R
student,  Amrita

Vidyalayam, Ernakulam

S
unita was a bright student who did very well 
at school. Although she was a lively companion
and fun to be around, she was not particularly popu-

lar. The reason was not hard to seek. A teacher would
announce a test and no sooner had she left the classroom
than Sunita would get started: "Physics! I don't have to
look at my textbook. I'm sure to get full marks even with-
out preparation. None of you can beat me."  

A) Blow one's own trumpet  B) Play second fiddle 

C) Face the music

(Choose the idiom that best suits the situation)

3

NUMBER SERIES

Can you find the next number
in the series?
3   5   7   11  13   17   19    ?

A. 20   B. 22  C. 23   D. 18

1
What comes next in the series?
1    2    4    8    16    32    ?
A. 64   B. 45   C. 33   D. 18

2
What is the missing number in
the series?
2    3    5    8    ?    17    23
A. 10   B. 12   C. 15   D. 18

Answer : C

4
What is the next number in the
series?
25   24   22   19   15   10   ?

A. 4   B. 5  C. 8   D. 9Answer : A

Answer : B

Answer: C

Answer : A

5
Can you find the next number
in the series?
0   3   8   15   24   ?

A. 25   B. 28  C. 33   D. 35 Answer : D

THE AUTHOR’S
TALE

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

WIZARD’S CORNER
FRIDAY, JULY 30, 2021

Answer: A


