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So many trees have fallen,
and I would like to request
everyone to get involved.

Just step outside your home
and take care of trees planted out-
side, water the trees and plants. If
someone finds an opportunity to
plant some saplings, please do so. It
would be great for the entire nation,
world and the universe
Ajay Devgn, actor, on the
need to plant trees

ARE WE GOING TO SEE 
ROBOT CAMPAIGNERS IN 
2022 ASSEMBLY POLLS?
A

s mass public gath-
erings remain an
obvious danger in
India amid the
lethal Covid-19

waves, you may see humanoid robots
holding campaigns on behalf of the
political leaders in the 2022

Assembly elections. Onestand India Pvt Ltd
has developed a humanoid robot called 'DOOT'

for this purpose, which can communicate and

deliver the impression of a human being with excel-
lent voice recognition, face recognition and ges-
tures. These robots are likely to be seen campaign-
ing for the Assembly polls next year, and according
to the company, they are in talks with the respective
political parties to deploy these robot campaigners
for the state elections next year. Due to the pan-
demic, political leaders are unable to meet even
their party workers. These robot campaigners will
save a lot of time, as multiple humanoids could go to
multiple places at the same time, feel experts.

The states that go to the
polls in 2022 are Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Goa and Gujarat

FEATURES

1 'Doot' is set to serve the political parties by reach-
ing out to a limited group of people with their mes-
sages amid the pandemic

2 "The robot's rover has a large wheelbase, with an
all-wheel-drive gearbox, which enables it to move
easily even on rough surfaces. Through artificial

intelligence (AI)-enabled voice recogni-
tion, the humanoid robot will address
the public on behalf of the politician,"
Kumar Kanhaiya Singh, Director,
Onestand India, said

3 Questions and interactions will be
reviewed periodically by a team
that will have an answer to common

queries updated after every review

4 Doot is equipped with a custom-
made servo motor, which enables
the full upper body to bend and

raise with ease

5 It can also twist itself with 140
degrees of freedom, making it the only
humanoid in the country to do so

6 HD cameras are located in the head
of the robot, which enables the
operator to have a look at the 

audience and also record the attendees

7 The 4th generation servo motors,
which are indigenously manufac-
tured, barely make any noise, and

are tested to work in hot Indian condi-
tions for long hours without any break-
down or need for servicing

8 The humanoids are built on an alu-
minum frame, with industrial-grade
components

9 The humanoid robot has 10 axes
(joints), which enables it to shake
hands or wave at people

In the Tamil Nadu
Assembly polls in
April, a newly-
formed political out-
fit, India Makkal Munnetra
Katchi (IMMK) introduced
a humanoid robot for 
campaigning for the first
time. Called 'Doozy', the
four-foot-tall robot was
also the party symbol

QIs it a good idea?
Share your views at

toinie175@gmail.com

INTO THE

HOW ANTI-SCIENCE
TWEETS COULD FLAG
A COVID OUTBREAK

A
nti-science, parti-
san tweets like ‘do
not use mask’ or
‘vaccines are of no

use’ could flag a Covid out-
break in a particular region,
scientists have found, a dis-
covery that can help policy-
makers and public health of-
ficials. 

If they see anti-science
sentiment on Twitter grow-
ing in one region of the coun-
try, they can tailor messages
to mitigate distrust of sci-
ence while also preparing for
a potential disease outbreak.
"Now, we can use social me-
dia data for science, to create
spatial and temporal maps of

public opinions along ideo-
logical lines, pro- and anti-
science lines," said Kristina
Lerman, lead author and a
professor at the Viterbi
School of Engineering at Uni-
versity of Southern Califor-
nia. "We can also see what
topics are important to these
segments of society, and we
can plan proactively to pre-
vent disease outbreaks from
happening." The study's ma-
chine-learning assisted
analysis of social media com-
munications offers policy-
makers and public health of-
ficials new tools to anticipate
shifts in attitudes and proac-
tively respond.

corona
update

 Resistance to science, including the efficacy of
masks and vaccines, poses a challenge to conquer-
ing the coronavirus crisis 
 The goal of achieving herd immunity won't hap-
pen until a society achieves consensus about sci-
ence-based solutions, feel experts

Film on New Delhi's pollution menace part of
Cannes Film Festival's new sidebar
F ilmmaker Rahul Jain's Delhi pollution

documentary ‘Invisible Demons’ is part
of the Cannes Film Festival's new

sidebar on climate issues. Titled ‘Cinema for the
Climate’, the new section, will feature one
fiction movie and six documentaries, focusing
on the issue of climate change, the festival has
announced. Jain's ‘Invisible Demons’ is
described as a "shocking documentary" about
pollution in New Delhi and the "invisible
demons" that are the fine particles.

 The five documentaries in the sidebar section
are,'Marcher sur l'eau' (Above Water) by Aissa
Maiga (Niger-France); ‘Animal’ by Cyril Dion
(France); ‘I Am So Sorry’ by Zhao Liang (France -
China); ‘Bigger Than Us’ by Flore Vasseur
(France); and ‘La Panthere des neiges’ by Marie
Amiguet (France)
 Alongside the new programme, Cannes has
announced an environmental action plan to reduce
waste and decrease the festival's carbon footprint
 The 74th edition of the Cannes International
Film Festival will be held from July 6 to 17

Natalie Reyes to lead sci-fi
thriller 'Tomorrow Before After'
'Terminator: Dark Fate' breakout Natalie Reyes will next headline post-
apocalyptic sci-fi thriller film, 'Tomorrow Before After'. Filmmaker
Alfonso Quijada will write and direct the movie, which will be shot in
Colombia later this month, according to Deadline.

 In the movie, Reyes will play an unnamed woman, who struggles
to survive on her own in a post-apocalyptic world, searching for
others, with only a stray dog by her side.  In her quest, she
collides with a world that is collapsed and utterly destroyed, and it
seems, for a long time, that she is the only survivor in the world — until
she discovers one day that she is pregnant. Not understand-
ing how this could be possible, she then begins
to question her own existence

Entertainment

World Yoga Day amid the
pandemic

T he International
Yoga 
Day was observed

across the country and the
globe on Monday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said, the ancient Indian dis-
cipline remains a "ray of hope" and a source of strength for the people in the
fight against the coronavirus pandemic. Addressing a Yoga Day programme, Modi
also announced that in collaboration with the World Health Organisation (WHO),
India has taken another important step, as the world is going to get the power
of 'M-Yoga' application, which will have many videos of yoga training based on
Common Yoga Protocol available in different languages.

Optional exams to be
held tentatively

between Aug 15 and
Sep 15: CBSE tells SC 

I n a new affidavit to the
Supreme Court, CBSE has said
that the results of the Board

Exam 2021 will be declared by July
31. The optional exams, for those
not satisfied with the results as
evaluated based on the Board crite-
ria, will be held tentatively between
Aug 15 and Sep 15, it added. The
disputed cases will be referred to a
committee constituted by the CBSE.
The CISCE will also take into
account the overall performance in
the last six years, as per the evalu-
ation criteria submitted by school
boards before the SC. 

MOVIES



You don’t have to see the whole staircase. Just take the
first step.

-Martin Luther King Jr
FOCUS. LEARN. MASTER
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By the time students reach the 
senior secondary section, they are
expected to have acquired

a reasonable degree of 
language proficiency in English
language. The course at this
level aims at promoting the
higher-order language skills,
required for academic study as well as
the language skills required for the work-
place. 

The techniques used for teaching
the senior graders should promote habits
of self-learning and reduce dependence
on the teacher. 

So, CBSE recommends a multi-skill,
learner-centred, activity-based approach,
of which there can be many variations. 

Sriekala Nair, PGT English, DAV
International School, Kharghar

READ 
INDEPENDENTLY

It is important that students be trained to
read independently and intelligently, 

interacting actively with texts, with the use
of reference materials (dictionary, thesaurus,

etc.) wherever necessary. It is important 
to remember that students should be 

encouraged to interpret texts in 
different ways. Group and pair 

activities can be resorted to when
desired, although many useful 

language activities can be carried 
out individually. 

In general, teachers should
encourage students to interact

actively with texts and with each other.
Oral activity (group discussion, etc.)
should also be encouraged to build 
proficiency in speaking, confidence

and stall away fear.

SILENT
READING

The core classroom activity is likely to
be that of silent reading of

prescribed/selected texts for compre-
hension, which can lead to other forms

of language learning activities such as 
role-play, dramatisation, group discus-

sion, writing, etc., although many
such activities could be carried

out without the preliminary
use of textual material. 

1Short review/dramatisation of the story, 
commentary on the characters, Critical evaluation

of the plot, storyline and characters. 

2Comparing and contrasting the characters within
the story, with other characters in stories by the

same author or by different authors. 

3Extrapolating about the story read or life of 
characters after the story ends defending 

characters actions in the story. 

4Making an audio story out of the novel/text to be
read aloud. 

5Holding a literature fest where students role-play
as various characters to interact with each other. 

6Role playing as authors/poets/dramatists, to
defend their works and characters. 

7Symposiums and seminars for introducing a book,
an author or a theme. 

8Creating graphic novels out of novel or short 
stories they read. 

9Dramatising incidents from a novel or a story. 

10Creating their own stories. 

11Books of one genre to be read by 
the whole class.

The students who are the future of the nation should
be well versed in writing formal reports about events
or occasions and express opinions, facts, arguments in
the form of speech or debates, using a variety of
accurate sentence structures.

The board has suggested a few sample
activities to help teachers in 
conceptualising an effective teaching
model and strategy complementing the
objectives laid out in the curriculum.

INTERACTING 
WITH TEXTS

Sail into yet another 
year of online classes

Children crave familiarity. They feel
secure, have a sense of safety and
automatically behave better -

because they know what to expect. Routine
creates a form of conditioning in their
minds; and most importantly (for us), it
makes our job easier. Yes, there could be

one-off tantrums or other struggles along
the way. Try giving them options, like:
'which outfit do you wish to wear?', 'You
can decide the story' etc. Getting their par-
ticipation or giving choices (on what is flex-
ible) makes them feel respected, empow-
ered, and facilitates better cooperation. 

A'digital footprint' is a permanent 
one. What footprints are the students
leaving behind? On their social

media? In comments? In articles?
Do we ensure our children follow class

timing correctly? This is
the age habits and atti-
tudes are being imbibed.
Do we stick to timing that
we set between them?
Remember, children
learn best through
modelling.

Once in a class,
parents must refrain
from nudging or com-
pelling the child to say a

right answer or speak up.

Yes, encouragement and prompts are
indeed good, but let us ensure it does not
cross over to a place where negative emo-
tions are generated inside the little hearts.
When we encourage and emphasise more on

their effort rather than
just the results, their
attitude switches to a
'growth-oriented' one
rather than 'a tempo-
rary results' oriented
one. 

A growth oriented
attitude is a resilient

and optimistic one; it
urges them to pick

themselves up from small
failures and try again. 

Most of us are tempted to
do this; we don't want
them to get hurt, so we

cover up for their faults. I can-
not reiterate how important it
is that children learn to take
responsibility for their
actions. They need to learn
how to handle a situation con-
fidently and respectfully.

Creating accountability is very
important and that can be fos-
tered only when they are taught
to acknowledge their mistakes.
Please remember correcting a
child can be done respectfully
(and by implementing conse-
quences) without sham-
ing and condemn-
ing the child.

F
irstly, big congratula-
tions to each and
every parent! The

last year presented a lot
of challenges, especially in
our personal lives, and you
adapted. Not only did you
adapt, you nurtured your
children, fed them, guided
them, sorted fights, han-
dled tantrums, entertained
them and more! Do not
take this accomplishment
as a trivial one. As we
enter into yet another
year of online classes,
here are some tips that
may make this sail a
smooth one.

'Netiquettes', 'Routine
management', 'Time man-
agement' etc., are some
words we kept hearing
over the last year. I am not
again telling 'what' they
are, but instead, wish to
emphasise on WHY they
are important for the
child's personal growth.

It is important that we are in
touch with their teachers and
express our expectations with

each other right from the start and
follow up. Greater clarity in com-
munication will help the school

serve the child much bet-
ter.

A ROUTINE

COVERING UP MISTAKES

NETIQUETTES

CLEAR 
COMMUNICATION 

Utopia is a vision of 
society that is so ideal that it
is unlikely to exist. We all like

to wander away in our dreamland
where everything is perfect and there
are no worries. More likely than not
our dreams are subjected to personal
desires and interests. But Frédéric
Sorrieu was no such man, he
dreamt of a world of only
democratic and social
republics while aristocra-
cies were just starting to
cripple.

This got me thinking
what would a utopian world
look like for a millennial like myself in
a socio-political sense? In my eyes,
the government was made to parent

us. Making rules, making
sure we follow the said rules
and if not penalising us and
disputing riots among sib-
lings sound very much like
the three organs of the gov-
ernment. But what if they
grow up and are mature
enough they don't need to
be parented? In other words,
what if everyone just fol-
lowed and never broke the

law? The legislature
would just make the laws and

the citizens would follow
it. This eliminates the
requirement of the execu-
tive and judiciary to quite

an extent, saving resources
and decreasing taxes. A fair

and transparent media would still
exist to keep the legislature in check. 

It is true that such a world will

probably not exist anytime in the
near future but that's probably what
Frédéric Sorrieu also thought. But he
stands corrected as Democracy
becomes the norm in today's world. It
is practically impossible for everyone
to stay lawful all the time, but maybe
it is something to hope for?

TANISHKA WAGH, class X, Ganges
Valley School, Hyderabad

MY THOUGHTS FROM THE CHAPTER
RISE OF NATIONALISM IN EUROPE,

HISTORY, CLASS X, CBSE

IS UTOPIA POSSIBLE?IS UTOPIA POSSIBLE?IS UTOPIA POSSIBLE?

Hannah Masood, Counsellor, 
The Choice School, Ernakualm

QUICK REVISION
(a) In each of the following items, sentence A
is complete, while sentence B is not. Complete
sentence B, making it as similar as possible to
sentence A. Write sentence B in each case.
[5]

EXAMPLE:

(0) (A) All nooks and corners were checked.
(B) No……..………………………………
Answer: (0) No nook or corner was left unchecked.
1 (A) He is so old that he cannot remember events 
of the past.

(B) He is too.……………………………………………..
2(A) As soon as the bell rings, the children run out to play.

(B) No sooner……………………………………………..
3(A) No other planet is as big as Jupiter.

(B) Jupiter………………………………………………..
4(A) He is forgetful as well as careless with his work.

(B) Besides……………………………………………..
5(A) It is probable that the ship will reach the shore.

(B) In all…………………………………………….

(b) Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (Do not write
the sentence.) [5]
1 She turned ________ the offer to work at the factory.
2 To everyone’s surprise, he turned _________ at the party.
3 He broke ________ in the middle of his speech at 

the function.
4 The burglars broke _________ the house when
the family was away.
5 He agreed to carry _________ the manager’s

orders.
6 Sita’s daughter carried __________ the family business when
Sita went abroad.
7 He ran ___________ from home at the age of ten.
8 I ran __________ my old friend in the market place.
9 Her aunt looks _________ her aging grandparents.
10 The Principal looks _________ matters of complaint from
teachers and students.

(c) Fill in the blanks in the passage given below with the
appropriate form of the verb given in brackets. Do not
write the passage, but write the verbs in the correct 
order. [5]

One day I ____________(1)(be) in the lunch line, and there I saw
a pile of apples. The teacher-in-charge ______________(2)(stare)
at me and said, “Just__________(3)(take) one. God
____________(4)(watch)”. So, I _________(5)(take) an apple, and
the line ______________(6)(move) along. At the next table there
______________(7)(be) a pile of chocolate chip cookies.
I____________(8)(not know) what to do. “Psst,” the kid behind
me __________(9)(whisper). “_______________(10)(take) all you
want. God’s watching the apples.”

CLASS XII (ISC)
ENGLISH PAPER 1


