
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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BOOKS - THE TRUE MAGICIAN
When you are sitting idle and do not know what to do,
Grab a book and a mystical world you'll travel through
You will not even notice the if weather is extremely
hot or cold
Reading a book could make you as valuable as gold
Fantasy, comedy and many more genres of books
there could be 
But reading a book could be more effective than
watching a movie
You'll sink in the magic of imagination
You'll forget all your tensions and frustrations
Just don't stop reading by seeing how the book looks
Because there is a ton of magic inside tiny, good
books
Flip the pages and new things will reveal
Every pain of yours a good book could heal
So avoid using your phone or that addictive gadget
And make reading books your passion or habit
Agrima Suman, class VII, DPS Whitefield

The present gloomy atmosphere and
lockdown has opened up an opportu-
nity to study nature and

our ecosystem. As it is said,
"look deep into nature and you
will understand everything bet-
ter". 
Thoughtless interference,
manipulation and exploitation
has disturbed the balance in
nature and taken us far beyond
the stage of repair and restora-
tion. The prevailing sad and
scary pandemic atmosphere is
also an outcome of this. As
humans we claim to be the most
intelligent being, but have failed
bitterly in sustaining our
ecosystem to lead a life in harmony with
nature. Our selfish and arrogant approach
has led to air, land and water pollution.
Now we have begun to destroy space,
where we have left behind thousands of
tons of space debris in the form of
defunct satellites and spent rocket parts.
It is high time we rectify our mistakes and
take up the task of reducing pollution and
restoring our ecosystem in all possible
ways. 
As individuals we can start by making our

cities green, by having terrace gardens,
more parks and other lung spaces with a

lot of greenery.  
Cleaning the rivers and coasts
is a Hercules task but we can
contribute a little by not lit-
tering around these places.
The gourmet delicacies and
palatable needs of man has
made him exploit nature and
degrade the biodiversity of
our environment. Food produc-
tion including growing crops,

raising livestock, fishing, trans-
porting this food to our plates
contributes to 30% of the
Greenhouse gas emission. It is
indeed too late for us to

rethink our food habits; yet we can surely
be part of the change and keep our food
intake simple and moderate. 
The clock is ticking let us learn to lead a
peaceful life  in compliance with our sur-
rounding and pledge to protect the
ecosystem  before the sun moves down
the Horizon forever.  
As has been said, "Earth provides enough
to satisfy every man's need but not every
man's greed". Respect nature and reap a
peaceful and happy life.

It's time to mend our ways
to restore our ecosystem

Sunanda Varma,
head mistress,
Lourdes High
School,  Nandini
Layout

There is beauty in sim-
plicity. And you cannot
agree more when you

finish reading 'The Blue
Umbrella' by Ruskin Bond. If I
were to describe this book in
one word then it would be
"Delightful". This is a simple
yet beautifully touching story.
The Blue Umbrella narrates

the story of a little
girl, Binya, who lives
with her mother and
elder brother Bijju.
One day she is herd-
ing her cows in the
Himalayas. While
roaming in the hills,
she sees a beautiful blue
umbrella belonging to some
tourists. Binya is desperate
to get the beautiful umbrella.
She exchanges her leopard
claw pendant for the bright

blue silk umbrella.
Her proud owner-
ship of the attrac-
tive umbrella earn
the jealousy of
some villagers,
especially shop-
keeper Ram

Bharosa who wanted to own
the best umbrella in the vil-
lage by hook or crook. 
The blue umbrella brings to
the fore various adventures in
Binya's life and teaches her
the ultimate lesson of kind-
ness, sacrifice and letting go.
My favourite character is
Binya. Even though she loves
her blue umbrella, she gives
it to Ram Bharosa with a sud-
den realisation that material-

istic things don't matter. 
The book is short, and it can
easily be read in half an hour.
Ruskin Bond has weaved
magic with his words in this
simple, sweet story. He pro-
vided such a vivid description
of the mountains and the life
there that it will feel like you
are enjoying a virtual tour.
His exceptional writing will
appeal to readers of all ages
because the lessons on com-
passion, empathy, determina-
tion and letting go is what he
is trying to teach everyone
through Binya. It is a perfect,
quick, light read and a highly
recommended one.
Jahnavi Garg, class VIII, DPS
Whitefield

Book: The Blue
Umbrella
Author: Ruskin
Bond  

The activity I enjoy doing dur-
ing the weekends or during my
free time is to make covers of

different songs. This is a very fun
thing to do even though it is time con-
suming and exhausting.

I play the guitar and the piano,
so I record dif-
ferent parts of
the song using
these two in-
s t r u m e n t s .
Sometimes it
takes many tries
to get the notes
correct while
you are record-
ing. I end up
spending hours

recording one part of the song to get
the notes and the timing right. The

number of parts that needs to be
recorded depends on the type of
song. It usually takes me a day to
record all the parts of the song, that's
if I don't waste any time and put my
full effort into it.

After I'm done recording all the
parts, I transfer them to my comput-
er where I open an online editor. This
is the place where I mix all the audio
clips. I use the audio of the song as a

reference so that I don't go wrong any-
where. Mixing the audio clips is a
very frustrating and time-consum-
ing part. It takes hours to mix the au-
dio clips such that the right clip is
played at the right time and there is
no delay. If the audio clip is delayed
by as much as half a second, the song
will be ruined.

After all this is done I listen to
the song for a couple of times to en-

sure that nothing has gone wrong and
everything is in place. The file is then
exported.

The whole process occupies most
of my weekend and is frustrating at
times, but once in a while it is nice
to listen to a song that is entirely cre-
ated by myself.

Aditya Venkatesh, class X, 
NPS BSK

SUNSET BY THE BAY: Dhairya Khanna, class V, DPS
Whitefield

BUBBLES: R Tanushmita, class IX, Delhi Public School,
Whitefield

O
n a bright June morning in
1995, I was having a cup of
tea in a hotel. After I fin-
ished, THE hotelier gave

me a bill for Rs.4 and I gave him a cur-
rency note of Rs.100.

Looking at the Rs 100 note for a
bill of Rs 4, the cashier started shout-
ing and kept at it for two full minutes.
He was irritated that he had to return
Rs 96 in small denomination notes
and coins to his first customer early
in the morning.

I waited until he finished and then
told him, "Sir, I never asked for the
balance amount. You may keep the
cash. I visit this part of the town very
frequently. On the day you or I have
the exact amount, we can exchange.
Let us not spoil the day by quarrel-
ing. Instead, let us be good friends"
and started walking towards the door.

He immediately called me back
in, opened his cash box, gave me the
balance money and served another
cup of tea out of friendship, and wel-
comed me to his hotel for another day.

This incident taught me that how
you communicate is more important
than what you communicate.

In communication, there are two
elements: internal and external com-
munication.

Internal communication helps
you to build self-confidence, achiev-
ing goals. It boosts your internal
chemistry and energy. It will either
charge you positively or negatively
depending on how you communicate
internally.

External communication is about
building good relations among fami-
ly members, friends, relatives, and
others. It helps to strengthen our re-
lationship and bonding. It's also
called Inter-Personal Relationship
(IPR). I would like to quote from the
great poet and thinker of the 12th cen-
tury Sri Basavanna. There is no eas-
ier and meaningful lesson on com-
munication than this.

To build IPR we need to follow a
few simple steps:

1While communicating, every
word you use should be like a
pearl; or like a string of

pearls. Meaning, people should
love the way you communicate.
It should be neat and beautiful.
People should want to hear more
from you.

2 Communication should be
like crystal/diamond. Mean-
ing, be transparent, do not

say something that you do not

mean. Do not be different on the
inside and outside. A diamond has
another quality: when you throw
light on the diamond, it sparkles
and reflects light. Similarly, when
you communicate, your words
should throw light and empower
the other person. It should illu-
minate others' mind, inspire, mo-
tivate, and help build confidence
in others.

3 While communicating, be
straight like a sword, and
don't beat around the bush.

Always use soft, kind, and cour-

teous words. Be frank and truth-
ful, but do not hurt the other per-
son. They are humans, just like
us. Just because one has the pow-
er, one should not hurt or humil-
iate anyone. It wounds and leaves
a lasting scar on their mind. The
words you use should be as clear
as crystal and transparent.

4 Lord Shiva should appreciate
your way of communication.
When God has approved your

words, it means it was true, mean-
ingful and useful.

5 Check whether your commu-
nication has passed through
the above four logic gates.

Check before, during, and after
having communicated so that you
do not commit a mistake.

6 The advantage of good com-
munication is that you win
people, people will love you,

they will respect you, and they
would want to learn from you.

You can learn all these by prac-
ticing, reading books and articles and
from the people with whom you sur-
round yourself. Also, you must prac-
tice what you preach.
Jayasimha H A 
(The author is a HR trainer and 
motivational speaker)

The protagonist of 'The Maze
Runner' is Thomas, a sixteen
year old American boy, who finds

himself locked in a metal box with the
loss of the most important thing - his
memory. On coming out of the box, he
finds himself surrounded by fifty-sixty
boys of his age, who called themselves
'Gladers' and the maze the 'Glade'.
Soon Thomas undergoes training to

become a 'Runner' (people who go out
in the maze to find the exits). The
story ends with Thomas and the
Gladers finding an exit. It is only the

beginning of a long unknown past for
Thomas. 
Dashner introduces you to a whole
new vocabulary of peculiar words
like 'Shank' and 'Klunk', swipe,
gladers and grievers. Dashner also
spends a lot of time providing speci-
fications about the Maze and the
fight scenes in the climax that just
do not allow you to put the book
down. This is the first book in a trilo-
gy, with 'The Scorch Trials' and 'The
Death Cure' being the others. The
style of writing the words, the sus-
pense, the thrill, action, word power
are just the reasons why you got to
get your hands on this trilogy of 'The
Maze Runner'.
Pritish Baditya, NPS BSK

An incident which taught
me a lesson in Life"

An unreal world of suspense,
action and thrill

Book -  The Maze Runner
Author - James Dashner

Beautiful, simple story 
that teaches you to let go 

Recording song covers exhausting, but satisfying

EXPERT SPEAK



Q1:
Which sport includes events

called the Keirin, the

Omnium and the Team Pursuit? 

a) Badminton   ❑ b) Track Cycling   ❑

c) Pole Vault  ❑ d) Boxing  ❑

Q2:
From February 2004 until

February 2020, only one

man interrupted the triumvirate of

Federer, Nadal and Djokovic to

become the ATP number one

ranked player. Name him. 

a) Stan Wawrinka   ❑ b) Juan Martín del Potro ❑

c) Andy Murray  ❑ d) Andy Roddick  ❑

Q3:
A right-handed golfer

might slice a drive to the

right of the fairway. What is the

equivalent mistake to the left of

the fairway known as? 

a) Hook   ❑ b) Eagle   ❑ c) Par  ❑ d) Bogey  ❑

Q4:
Which part of the tennis

scoring system derives

from the French word for “egg”?

a) Love   ❑ b) Fault   ❑ c) Point  ❑ d) Out  ❑

Q5:
Which track and field

event at the Olympic

Games features 28 barriers and 7

water jumps?

a) Shot Put   ❑ b) Long Jump   ❑

c) High Jump  ❑ d) Steeplechase  ❑

Q6:
Who did Muhammad Ali

fight in the famous

Rumble in the Jungle?

a) Joe Frazier   ❑ b) Mike Tyson   ❑

c) George Foreman  ❑ d) Larry Holmes  ❑

Q7:
Along with Jumping and
Eventing, what is the third

Equestrian discipline at the
Summer Olympics?
a) Dressage   ❑ b) Endurance riding   ❑

c) Vaulting  ❑ d) Reining  ❑

Q8:
Perhaps the greatest
footballer of all, how was

Edson Arantes do Nascimento
commonly known when he played
for Brazil?
a) El Bicho   ❑ b) Pele   ❑ c) Cules  ❑ d) Mento  ❑

Q9:
What type of bird
signifies a score of two

under par on any single hole?
a) Eagle   ❑ b) Sparrow   ❑

c) Vulture  ❑ d) Charlie  ❑

Q10:
Which nation won their

first World Cup in 2010,

also winning the 2008 and 2012

European Championships for good

measure?

a) Chile  ❑ b) Uruguay  ❑

c) Columbia  ❑ d) Peru  ❑

Q11:
What colour belt is

immediately below black

belt in karate?

a) Yellow  ❑ b) Brown  ❑

c) Blue  ❑ d) Green  ❑

Photo: GETTY IMAGES

ANSWERS: 1. b) Track Cycling   2. c) Andy Murray

3. a) Hook   4. a) Love   5. d) Steeplechase

6. c) George Foreman   7. b) Pele   8. a) Dressage   

9. a) Eagle   10. b) Uruguay   11. b) Brown

QUIZ TIME!

Muhammad Ali

F
our Indian boxers, in-
cluding three women,
advanced to the semifi-

nals with impressive victo-
ries as India’s assured medal
tally swelled to 12 in the Asian
Championships. Sanjeet
(91kg), Sakshi (54kg), Jais-
mine (57kg) and the Olympic-
bound Simranjit Kaur (60kg)
joined Shiva Thapa (64kg) in
the last four stage following
late night wins in their quar-
terfinal bouts on Tuesday.
They added to the seven
medals, including that of six-
time world champion M C
Mary Kom (51kg), that were
assured on the day of draws.
India Open gold-winner San-
jeet defeated Jasur Qurbonov
of Tajikistan 5-0 to enter the
semifinals in the men’s draw
along with Thapa. His next
opponent is last edition’s sil-
ver-medallist Sanjar Tur-
sunov of Uzbekistan.

In the women’s competi-
tion, Sakshi (54kg) got the bet-
ter of Tajikistan’s Ruhafzo
Haqazarova 5-0 to set up a
clash against top seed Dina
Zholaman of Kazakhstan.
Jaismine edged past
Oyuntsetseg Yesugen of Mon-
golia 4-1 and will now square
off against Vladislava Kukhta
of Kazakhstan. Simranjit, de-
feated Raykhona Kodirova of
Uzbekistan 4-1. Her next op-
ponent is also a Kazakh in
Rimma Volossenko. PTI
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INDIAN BOXERS IN
SEMIS AT THE ASIAN

BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPSNovak Djokovic edged to a straight-sets win over German lucky loser Mats Moraing  in his opener in

Belgrade where the world number one is warming up for the French Open

T
he clay-court Grand Slam
starts in Paris on Sunday,
and Djokovic opted for extra
match practice on home soil

this week. The 34-year-old was made
to fight by the world number 253, win-
ning 6-2, 7-6 (7/4) in an hour and 40
minutes. It was Djokovic’s first match
since losing the Italian Open final to
Rafael Nadal nine days ago.

Nadal is the favourite 
Spaniard Nadal will be the favourite
to win a 14th French Open crown next
month, although Djokovic will be
chasing a 19th Grand Slam title to
move within one of Nadal and Fed-
erer on the all-time men’s list. The
Serbian star was in strong form in the
opening set, but was broken twice by
Moraing in the second before clinch-
ing the win in a tie-break.

“I was twice a break up in the

second set so I maybe could
have finished out the job ear-
lier, but credit to him for fight-
ing, for playing really well,
for playing very courageous,
very bold tennis. I felt pret-
ty nervous from the start.
I had an opponent that does-
n’t have much experience,
but he played like he spent
10 years playing at top
level. I have a day to re-
cover and move on to
the next match.”,
Djokovic said.

He will next face
Argentinian Federi-
co Coria, the younger
brother of former
Roland Garros run-
ner-up Guillermo
Coria, in the quar-
ter-finals. AFP

India’s Ramkumar Ramanathan
advanced to the men’s singles second
round of the French Open Qualifiers but
Prajnesh Gunneswaran crashed out
following his first-round defeat on
Tuesday. Ramkumar erased a one-set
deficit to beat American Michael Mmoh
2-6 7-6(4) 6-3 in his opening round that
lasted one hour and 54 minutes. He will
next take on Uzbekistan’s veteran
Denis Istomin, who also recorded a three-set win against
Bosnia’s Damir Dzumhur. However, left-handed Prajnesh,
seeded 32nd, suffered a rather tame 2-6 2-6 loss to Germany’s
Oscar Otte. India’s top singles player Sumit Nagal, seeded 27th,
will open his campaign against Roberto Marcora.  PTI

RAMKUMAR PROGRESSES WHILE

PRAJNESH BOWS OUT
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The International Cricket Council (ICC) is revisiting the
existing playing conditions for the inaugural World Test

Championship (WTC) final to be played between India and
New Zealand in Southampton from June 18

A reserve day
on the cards

■  As per reports, the finalized
playing conditions will be

out this week. There is much
confusion about what hap-
pens if the match ends in a

draw. When the WTC was for-
mulated, the ICC had stated in

its FAQs that a reserve day would be kept
for the final. Interestingly, the clause has
been taken off from the ICC website. And
it was also stated that if the match ended
in a draw, both teams would be declared
joint winners.

Joint winners
not a possible result

■  As per the initial plans, the reserve
day would have kicked in if there were
any hours lost in the first five days of

the match. However, TOI understands
there is much ambiguity when it comes
to just ‘hours of play’. The ICC would
need to factor in the possible slow over
rates too. A five-day match is supposed
to have a maximum of 450 overs. “The
idea of having joint winners also does-
n’t sit very well given it’s the first time
a WTC final is being played. So, one has
to have maximum options open to get
a result out of the match. The ICC com-
mittee is working on it and it should be
out this week,” the source added.

Fate of WTC
to be decided

■  There are also doubts over the fate
of WTC and as per reports the matter
will be discussed at the ICC board meet-
ing on June 1. While launching the WTC
in 2019, ICC had announced it will con-
tinue with the championship in the 2021-
23 cycle as well. The first series in the
WTC 2021-23 cycle is supposed to be the
five Test matches India are scheduled to
play in England a month after the WTC
final. However, there’s silence on if there
will be any changes in points allocation
in the series. There are some members
who are sceptical about the success of
the tournament.

■  ICC chairman Greg Barclay, had said
that the WTC hasn’t achieved what it in-
tended to. There have been multiple com-
plaints on the points allocation system
and format of the championship. Be-
sides, pandemic made matters worse. ANI

Photo: AP

Ramkumar
Ramanathan 

T
he Indian cricketers might be in

quarantine ahead of the UK tour, but

they are sweating it out in the gym to

ensure they are fit and ready to go once

they get out of quarantine in England

ahead of the World Test Championship final

against New Zealand in Southampton.

Taking to Twitter, BCCI posted a video of

the players working out in the gym which

read: “Getting stronger each day!” The

BCCI has also ensured that the cricketers

will get their second dose of the COVID-19

vaccines in England under the guidance of

the UK health department. “The team has

already taken the first dose here after the

government opened the vaccination

process for all above 18. The second dose

will be administered by the UK health

department once the players are eligible

to get the second jab as per rules,” BCCI

sources had told. The BCCI made a

foolproof plan for the national team before

they depart for the UK and arrangements

were made for all the players to undergo

three RT-PCR tests before assembling in

Mumbai on May 19. After completing the

two-week quarantine in Mumbai, the

team will undergo another 10-day

quarantine in the UK. The second period

will see them undergo a hard quarantine

before they take the field to train for the

WTC final against NZ in Southampton,

starting June 18.   ANI

INDIAN CRICKETERS SWEAT IT OUT IN QUARANTINE

NOT TAKING CHANCES
The idea was to ensure that the match

is played out in the 30 hours in the

first five days. And the reserve day

would come into play only if a total of

30 hours were not played in the first

five days. That would have meant that

the result had a lesser chance of being

influenced by weather.

Virat Kohli
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Kane Williamson

Simranjit Kaur
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