
“Things are never quite as scary when you’ve got a best friend.” 
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1. The Shawshank
Redemption
(1994)
Director:Frank Darabont
Cast: Tim Robbins, Mor-
gan Freeman
Box office: 5.83 crores
USD
Famous quote: “Get

busy living, or get busy dying.” – Andy
Dufresne 

2. The Dark
Knight (2008)
Director: Christopher
Nolan
Cast: Christian Bale,
Heath Ledger
Box office:100.5 crores
USD
Famous quote: “Some
people just want to watch the world burn.”
– Alfred Pennyworth

3. 12 Angry Men
(1957)
Director: Sidney Lumet
Cast: Henry Fonda, Lee J.
Cobb, Martin Balsam 
Box office: No numbers
available (20 lakhs USD in
rentals)
Famous quote: “Bright?

He’s a common, ignorant slob. He don’t
even speak good English.” – Juror #10

4. Schindler’s
List (1993)
Director: Steven
Spielberg
Cast: Liam Neeson,
Ralph Fiennes, Ben
Kingsley
Box Office: 32.22
crores USD
Famous quote:
“Stern,if this factory ever produces a shell
that can actually be fired, I’ll be very un-
happy.” – Oskar Schindler

8. Pulp Fiction (1994)
Director: Quentin Tarantino
Cast: John Travolta, Uma Thurman,
Samuel L. Jackson, Bruce Willis, Ving
Rhames
Box office: 21.39 crores USD
Famous quote:“If my answers fright-
en you then you should cease ask-
ing scary questions.” – Jules

9. The Good, the Bad
and the Ugly (1966)
Director: Sergio Leone
Cast: Clint Eastwood, Eli Wallach,

Lee Van Cleef, Rada Rassimov
Box office: 4.43 crores USD
Famous quote: “When You Have To
Shoot,Shoot.Don’t Talk.”– Tuco Ramirez

10. Fight Club (1999)
Director: David Fincher
Cast: Brad Pitt, Edward
Norton, Helena Bonham
Carter
Box office: 10.12 crores
USD
Famous quote:“Welcome
to Fight Club.The first rule
of Fight Club is:you do not

talk about Fight Club. The second rule of
Fight Club is: you DO NOT talk about
Fight Club!” – Tyler Durden

11. Forrest Gump
(1994)
Director: Robert Zemeckis
Cast: Tom Hanks, Robin
Wright, Gary Sinise
Box office:68.31 crores USD
Famous quote: “My mom-
ma always said, ‘Life was
like a box of chocolates.You
never know what you’re
gonna get.’”

– Forrest Gump

12. Inception
(2010)
Director: Christo-
pher Nolan
Cast: Leonardo Di-
Caprio, Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt,Ellen Page,
Tom Hardy, Marion
Cotillard
Box office: 83.68
crores USD
Famous quote:“You're waiting for a train.
A train that’ll take you far away.You know
where you hope this train will take you.

But you can’t know for
sure.” – Cobb

13. Star Wars:
Episode V - The
Empire Strikes
Back (1980)
Director: George Lucas
Cast: Mark Hamill,
Harrison Ford, Carrie
Fisher

Box office: 55.09 crores USD
Famous quote: “Do. Or do not. There is

no try.” – Yoda

14. The
Matrix (1999)
Directors: Andy
and Lana Wa-
chowski
Cast: Keanu
Reeves, Laurence
Fishburne, Carrie-
Anne Moss

Box office: 46.53 crores USD
Famous quote:“This is your last chance.
After this, there is no turning back. You
take the blue pill – the story ends,you wake
up in your bed and believe whatever you
want to believe. You take the red pill – you
stay in Wonderland and I show you how
deep the rabbit-hole goes.” – Morpheus

15. Goodfellas
(1990)
Director: Martin
Scorsese
Cast: Robert De Niro,
Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci
Box office:4.71 crores
USD
Famous quote: “For
as long as I can re-
member I always wanted to be a gangster.
To me that was better than being presi-
dent of the United States. To be a gang-

ster was to own the
world.” – Henry Hill

16. One Flew
Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest
(1975)
Director: Milos For-
man

Cast: Jack Nicholson, Louise Fletcher,
Will Sampson
Box office: 16.33 crores USD
Famous quote: “What do you think you
are, for Chrissake, crazy or somethin’?
Well you’re not! You’re not! You’re no cra-
zier than the average a****** out walkin’
around on the streets and that’s it.”
– McMurphy

19. Seven Samurai (1954)
Director: Akira
Kurosawa
Cast: Toshiro Mifu-
ne, Takashi Shimu-
ra
Box office:$170 mil-
lion at an average
2014 Japanese ticket
price
Famous quote:
“What’s the use of
worrying about your
beard when your
head’s about to be taken?” – Gisaku

20. Se7en
(1995)
Director: David
Fincher
Cast:Morgan Free-
man, Brad Pitt 
Box office: 32.73
crores USD
Famous quote:
“What’s in the
box?”– David Mills

— Source: IMDB, hollywoodreporter.com

Top 20
Hollywood
films on
IMDB, 2021

5. The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King
(2003)
Director: Peter Jackson
Cast: Elijah Wood, Viggo Mortensen, Ian
McKellen, Orlando Bloom 
Box office: 114.3 crores USD
Famous quote: “That still only counts as
one.” – Gimli

6. The Lord of the
Rings: The Fellowship of
the Ring (2001)
Director: Peter Jackson
Cast: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellen, Viggo
Mortensen, Orlando Bloom, Liv Tyler 
Box office: $433,579,200
Famous quote: “You cannot pass! I am a
servant of the Secret Fire, wielder of the
Flame of Anor. The dark fire will not
avail you, Flame of Udun! Go back to the
shadow. You shall not pass!” – Gandalf

7. The Lord of the 
Rings: The Two Towers
(2002)
Director: Peter Jackson
Cast: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellen, Viggo
Mortensen, Orlando Bloom, Liv Tyler 
Box office: 94.74 crores USD
Famous Quote: “There’s some good in
this world, Mr. Frodo... and it’s worth
fighting for.” – Samwise ‘Sam’ Gamjee

17. The Godfather (1972)
Director: Francis Ford Coppola
Cast: Marlon Brando, Al Pacino, James
Caan, Robert Duvall, Diane Keaton,
Talia Shire
Box office: $246-287 million 
Famous quote: “I’m gonna make him an
offer he can’t refuse.” – Don Corleone

18. The
Godfather: 
Part II
(1974)
Director: Francis
Ford Coppola
Cast: Al Pacino,
Robert De Niro,
Robert Duvall, Diane
Keaton
Box office: 13.68
crores USD
Famous quote: “There are many
things my father taught me here in
this room. He taught me: keep your
friends close, but your enemies clos-
er.” – Michael Corleone

You may have heard their names many times, even skipped some because you
are tired of hearing the same names. But that would be a huge mistake... 

Some wanted artistic freedom, others wanted to escape per-
secution. Here are some of the very different reasons these
authors adopted alternative literary identities...

JK Rowling 
JK Rowling famously opted for initials on
the Potter books for fear her first name,
Joanne, would put boys off reading
them. In the 1800s, gender bias forced

female writers to publish their work
under masculine names: George Eliot’s

real name was Mary Ann
Evans, while George Sand

was Aurore Dupin.

Alberto Moravia
Alberto Moravia, author of ‘The
Conformist’ and one of the greatest fig-
ures in 20th Century Italian literature, was
born Alberto Pincherle. He opted to drop his
Jewish family name as part of his efforts to
escape censorship and persecution at the hands of Benito

Mussolini’s 1922-1943 fascist regime.

Stephen King 
Prodigiously productive, King adopted
the pseudonym (Richard Bach) to side-
step his publisher’s requirement that he

release no more than one book per year
under his own name. King also wanted to

know whether his success was due to his tal-
ent or because he was an

established author. 

Emile Ajar
In 1975, the judges of France’s top literary
prize, awarded ‘The Goncourt Prize’ to
Emile Ajar for ‘The Life Before Us’, unaware
that Ajar was actually a pseudonym for
writer Romain Gary! The latter had already won
the prestigious award, in 1956 for ‘The Roots of Heaven’, and, under
the Goncourt’s rules, was excluded from getting it again. Capable
of writing equally well in French and English, Gary would translate
his texts himself under other pseudonyms. He even occasionally
published as Romain Kacew, the name he was born with. 

Nitya.Shukla@timesgroup.com

T
he screen adaptation of
author A J Finn’s 2018 thriller
‘The Woman In the Window’
released recently on a web
stream-

ing platform to
mixed reviews. The
film features
Academy Award
winner Amy
Adams as Anna
Fox, the unreliable
narrator of the
story. She is a
severely agorapho-
bic recluse who
spies on her neigh-
bours and witness-
es a murder, and

then becomes obsessed with solving it –
all the while trapped by fear, and unable
to leave her home. Anna is revealed to
be an unreliable narrator having sur-
vived a horrific incident and suffers
from hallucinations. As the story pro-
gresses several doubts are cast on her

character, making the reader doubt
Anna’s version of events. Let’s look
at some more such characters:

GONE GIRL BY GILLIAN
FLYNN
The trope of a strong female protag-
onist yet an unreliable narrator, or
one who makes you question who
she really is, burst into the scene a
few years back with Gillian Flynn’s
‘Gone Girl’. A thriller bursting with
suspense, it introduced us to to Amy

Elliot Dunne, the diabolical dual protag-
onist and antagonist of the book. When
she goes missing at the beginning of the
novel, a diary unveils the story of her
life. Wealthy, successful quiz-writer
whose marriage to her husband Nick is
perfect. Yet as the story progresses, the
‘real’ Amy is revealed through the un-
shedding of several layers that she
holds close to herself like a master

poker player. No
spoilers here,
but Dunne’s
character
showed that a
strong, power-
ful, independ-
ent-minded
woman may
also not really
be as perfect as
you may think
she is. 

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN
BY PAULA HAWKINS 
This 2015 psy-
chological
thriller was told
from the point
of view of three
women: Rachel
Watson, Anna
Boyd, and
Megan Hipwell.
The most
prominent of
them is
Watson, a 33
year-old alco-
holic, devastat-
ed by the end of her mar-
riage. The author invites
the reader to think of
Watson as someone wor-
thy of their sympathies.
The loss of her marriage
has depressed her deeply
because all she wanted
was a happy family. And

yet, other readers may think of her as a
creepy stalker who keeps tabs on her
ex-husband’s new wife, harassing them
constantly. Simultaneously, she is also
obsessing over another couple who she
thinks are the “perfect couple”. She
spies on them while she takes the train
back and forth as part of a ’routine’ even
though she is out of work. But before
you go off thinking that she is bad, con-
sider this, that she is also a good person
who is fighting her inner demons while
also doggedly pursuing what she knows
is a murder! 

BEFORE I GO TO SLEEP BY
S J WATSON
In this psychological thriller, the narra-
tor and protagonist Christine Lucas suf-
fers from
anterograde
amnesia,
meaning she
can’t form new
memories.
Every morning
she wakes not
knowing who
she is and her
husband Ben
helps her
remember how
an accident 18
years ago left
her in this condition. Though she comes
as a weak and incapable, Lucas unex-
pectedly starts to piece her past togeth-
er, using clues from a journal that she
has been keeping. But everything may
be lost if she sleeps it off. Think of it a
the psychological thriller version of the
film ‘50 First Dates’. 

WHY AUTHORS USE
PSEUDONYMS

The rise of powerful,
independent-minded
female protagonists
with a dash of grey...

IT’S COMPLICATED

A still from ‘Woman
In The Window’

A still from
‘Gone Girl’

A still from ‘The
GIrl On The Train’

A still from ‘Before
I Go To Sleep’
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Vinesh Phogat became the
first Indian wrestler to
qualify for the Tokyo
Olympics. Competing in
the 53kg category at the
World Wrestling Champi-
onship in Nur Sultan, she
defeated world No.1 Sarah
Ann Hildebrandt of the US.
In the 2013 Asian Wrestling
Championships in New
Delhi, Vinesh won the
bronze in the women’s
freestyle 52kg category.
That year in the Common-
wealth Wrestling Champi-
onships held in Johannes-
burg, Vinesh achieved sil-
ver in the women’s
freestyle 51kg category. In
2014 Commonwealth
Games, she won gold in the
women’s freestyle 48 kg cat-
egory. In 2018, Vinesh be-
came the first Indian
woman wrestler to win

gold in the Asian Games.
She followed it up with a
gold in 2019 at the Yasar
Dogu International by de-
feating Ekaterina Pole-
shchuk of Russia.

International Competi-
tions:
2015 Asian Champi-
onships, Doha

2018 Commonwealth
Games, Gold Coast 

Poland Open Wrestling
tournament, Warsaw.

2020, Rome Ranking Series 

Best finish:
Vinesh’s maiden gold at
Asian Wrestling Champi-
onship after beating
Taipei’s Meng Hsuan
Hsieh in the final.

VINESH PHOGAT | WRESTLING

Seema Bisla recently became the fourth In-
dian woman wrestler to qualify for the 2021
Tokyo Olympic Games by reaching the fi-
nal of the 50kg competition. Bisla won the
semi-final against Poland’s Anna Lukasiak
2-1 to seal a quota for Tokyo. A few hours
later, she went on to earn gold in the 50kg
event of the Olympic qualification tourna-
ment by beating Ecuadorian Lucia Guzman,
who conceded the match due to injury. She
won the bronze medal in the women’s 50 kg
event at the 2021 Asian Wrestling Champi-
onships. In May 2021, she qualified at the
World Olympic Qualification Tournament

held in Sofia, Bulgaria.

International Competitions:
2Sassari International

Grand Prix of Spain

Junior Continental Championships in 2012

2012 Asian Championships

Best finish:
2021 Asian Championship in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, in freestyle 50kg category

SEEMA BISLA | WRESTLING

One of the many who would
travel to Tokyo to represent
India in boxing is the 23-
year-old Lovlina Borgohain.
She became only the second
Indian woman boxer ever to
qualify for the Olympics
when she booked her slot
via a win over Uzbekistan’s
Maftunakhon Melieva at the
quarter finals of Asian Box-
ing qualifiers. Lovlina start-
ed her career as a kickbox-
er but switched to boxing
later. She shot to fame with
a bronze medal at 2017
Asian Boxing Champi-
onships in the women’s wel-
terweight category. She
backed it up with yet an-
other third-place finish at
the President’s Cup held at
Astana, Kazakhstan, to an-
nounce her arrival on the
world stage. In March 2020,
she secured the Olympic
berth in the 69 kg with a 5-
0 win.

International Competitions:
2017 Asian Boxing Cham-
pionships, Vietnam 

2018 Commonwealth Games

2019 AIBA women’s World
Boxing Championships

2019 Women’s World Box-
ing Championships 

Best finish:
2018, AIBA women’s World
Championships

LOVLINA BORGOHAIN | BOXING

The 29-year-old Bangalorean
helped to put India on the map of
Equestrian sports. Specialising
in the Eventing category, he is
the first Indian eventer to quali-
fy for the Olympics in this cen-
tury. He earned this feat after fin-
ishing first in South East Asia,
Oceania group. After participat-
ing in the 2014 Asian Games, he
won two silver medals at the 2018
Asian Games in individual event-
ing and team eventing. It made

him the first Indian since 1982 to
win an individual equestrian
medal.
He is currently training in Ger-
many,
International Competitions:
2018 Asian Games 

2019 CC13*-S Cup, Poland

Best finish:
First in South East Asia, Ocea-
nia group

FOUAAD MIRZA | EQUESTRIAN SPORT

The Tokyo Olympics are a landmark event for fencing in
India, as this is the first time any Indian has qualified in
the sport. After a flurry of hard-fought matches in Sabre
at the Fencing World Cup in Budapest, she qualified through
the Adjusted Official Ranking (AOR) system. Devi’s win-
ning streak in Hungary was broken in two matches by Gi-
malac Margaux and Katona Renata. However, when South
Korea won against Hungary, it pushed her competitors’
rank down, and the Chennai-born athlete found herself
on the way to Tokyo, pulling India into the Olympic fenc-
ing arena for the first time. Before her stellar performance
in Budapest, Devi was already making international waves:
she was the first Indian to win a gold medal in the senior
Commonwealth Fencing Championship in Canberra, 2018.
Tokyo, it is hoped, will slip another gold into her scabbard.

International Competitions:
2009 Commonwealth Fencing Championship 

2010 Asian Fencing Championship  

2012 Commonwealth Championship 2012 

2018 Commonwealth Fencing Championship 

2019 Tournoi Satellite Fencing Championship

Best finish:
Gold at the Canberra Commonwealth Fencing Champi-
onship in 2018 marked the first time Indian had won a
gold in the competition’s 44 year long history.

BHAVANI DEVI | FENCING

The world number nine in archery, Deepika
Kumari’s story is an inspiring one. The
daughter of an auto-rickshaw driver and a
homemaker, she had to practise with home-
made bamboo bows. From such humble be-
ginnings, she rose to become world number
one in women's recurve archery, in 2012. The
Ranchi-born archer qualified for the
Olympics in Bangkok 2019, at the Continental
Qualification Tournament held on the side-
lines of the Asian Archery Championships.
She competed in the Games at Rio in 2016,
and London, in 2012. Tokyo might just let
her hit her target.

International Competitions:
Archery World Cup 2012, 2018, 2021

Asian Archery Championships 2013

Commonwealth Games 2010

Best finish:
Deepika Kumari beat Lee Sung-Jin of South Ko-
rea by six set points to four in May 2012, win-
ning her first World Cup gold medal in recurve
archery. It was a win that paved the way to her
ranking world number 1 in women’s recurve
archery, a position that she held for 61 days.

DEEPIKA KUMARI | ARCHERY

At the Asian Artistic Gym-
nastics Championship in
Mongolia in 2019, Pranati
Nayak won a bronze medal
for the vault.After it was con-
firmed that this champi-
onship would serve as a qual-
ifier for the 2021 Tokyo
Olympics, Nayak secured a
historic spot for herself on
the Indian Olympic contin-
gent: the second  female In-
dian gymnast ever to com-

pete at the Olympics. She is
India’s only representative
in gymnastics this year.

International Competi-
tions:
Asian Gymnastics Cham-
pionships 2019

Best finish:
Asian Gymnastics Cham-
pionships, Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia

PRANATI NAYAK | GYMNASTICS
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Nethra Kumanan, hailing from Chennai, is the first
Indian female sailor to qualify for the Olympics, and
the only female among the 10 Indians to qualify for the
event. Her achievements are nothing short of phe-
nomenal. Kumanan booked her berth at the Tokyo
Olympics in the Laser Radial category after she led the
10-race series at the Mussanah Open Championship,
in Oman, last month. In the medal round, she finished
sixth, and was placed second overall. Her international
sailing career began in Mussanah in an Under-21 event
in 2013.

International Competitions:
Asian Games 2014 and 2018

Hempel World Cup Series, Miami

Best finish:
Fourth in the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia

NETHRA KUMANAN | SAILING
The 23-year-old talented Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
is being seen as India’s guaranteed medal hope in the up-
coming Tokyo Olympics. He qualified for his first-ever
Olympics at the Acne League meeting in South Africa
earlier this year with a throw of 87.86m. After recover-
ing from an injury to his throwing arm, his performance
made everyone take notice. Earlier this year, he smashed
his own national record with a throw of 88.07m during
the third leg of the Indian Grand Prix in Patiala. The
young lad from Haryana aims to break the 90-meter bar-
rier before the Tokyo Olympic Games in July.

International Competitions:
2018 Commonwealth Games (CWG)

South Asian Games 2016 – 1st

World Under 20 Championships 2016

Asian Championships 2017

Sotteville Athletics Meet 2018

Savo Games 2018

Asian Games 2018

Commonwealth Games (CWG) 2018

Best finish:
2018 Commonwealth Games

NEERAJ CHOPRA | JAVELIN THROW

Achanta Sharath Kamal is one of the
most long standing mainstays of Indian
Table Tennis.On March 18,2021, in Doha,
he qualified for the Olympic singles af-
ter beating Pakistan’s Rameez Mo-

hammed in just 23 minutes. Two days lat-
er,he and Manika Batra beat Korea’s Sang
Su-Lee and Jihee Jeon in a close-run
match that ushered them into the Table
Tennis Mixed Doubles at Tokyo.This will

be his fourth Olympics appearance. He
won a Gold medal at the 2006 Common-
wealth Games, in Melbourne, earning In-
dia’s first ever CWG gold in Table Ten-
nis. When not competing for India, he
plays in the European League, where he
is currently attached to the German team
Borussia Dusseldorf.

International Competitions:
2006 Commonwealth Games Mel-
bourne  

2010 Egypt Open - Tournament Winner

Olympics 2004 - Athens  

Olympics 2008 - Beijing 

Olympics 2016 - Rio - Only male Indi-
an Table Tennis player

US Open 2010 - Tournament Winner

Best finish:
At the Japan Pro Tour in 2007, Kamal
beat World No. 19, South Korea’s Lee
Jung Woo, driving his World Ranking
from No. 94 to No. 73 – a high from
which he has never looked back.

SHARATH KAMAL | TABLE TENNIS

An air of uncertainty hangs over the Tokyo Olympics. 
The future of the competing athletes is fraught with anxiety. 

Nonetheless, there is excitement in the sporting world as India
looks to rack up its medal count. We take a look at 

some of the athletes who have qualified for the landmark event... 

“I always felt that my greatest asset was not my physical ability,
it was my mental ability.”  

Bruce Jenner, former decathlete
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