
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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INDU JAIN, CHAIRMAN, THE TIMES OF INDIA GROUP ATTAINS NIRVANA 

The other side beckons…
I can't wait to explore it

Indu Jain wrote this letter years ago to "prepare her friends"
for her "departure", asking that her death be celebrated 

D
ying must be an extension of
art of living. I have been priv-
ileged to have lived a life of
comfort, but it is the unwalled

joys that have been the most reward-
ing. Every facet of my life has shone
with contentment, and indeed, a tran-
quillity brought on by a sense of ac-
complishment. I have never had to
yearn for anything. The only lack has
been that of unhappiness. Is that lack,
or luck, or something more profound?
It doesn't matter.

Of course, like all mortal beings,
there have been several occasions and
reasons for feeling dissatisfied. But, on
each such occasion, I asked myself, "is
there any need to punish oneself with
unhappiness?" The answer has always
swiftly banished such negative thoughts.
This is why I am certain that, as with
the sojourn, the departure from life too
will be amidst the surround-sound of
pleasure, and more so, excitement.

All these years, I have always been
restless for new experiences. Now, to
tell you the  truth, this life has become
jaded. One has had the privilege to have
been there, done that, bought the T-
shirt. Now, as for an adventure trav-
eller, the last frontier  beckons, de-
manding to be experienced. Of this, I
am certain: the never-before destina-
tion, the great unknown will not dis-
appoint. Everyone has talked of its
mystery: us paar na jaane kya hoga, us
paar jaroor kucch naya hoga. I can't
wait to exploreit.

Having said all this, I would want

to go aaram se. Tell death, very sweet-
ly of course, to wait a bit while I adjust
my pillow just so and snuggle into my
quilt for the right degree of warmth. I
am not worried about settling matters
of this world. Material bonds are al-
ready being untied as I gravitate to-
wards my last halt before the final des-
tination. NO, not Banaras, this will be
some tranquil ashram away from
worldly cares and cries.

My friends are being prepared for
my departure. Those close to me, and
really know me, don't need these con-
solatory noises. They know that I will
embrace death with the same unin-
hibited celebration with which I have

hugged life. In this aware club are my
gurus  who have nurtured and pam-
pered me. Sometimes, I have a quiet
laugh when thinking of those who will
mourn for me. Poor things. They are
the ones in need of a comforting pat
because they don't know what a lot of
fun I intend having outthere.

If there is a last wish, It is this. No
one should be informed of my depar-
ture. No one needs to ask "where is
Indu?" Because, wherever there is
laughter, they will find her there. The
body's soulless shell can be cremated
in whichever way the ashramites feel
best - my guru will surely wing to my
side from wherever he is. Then, I will
fly, flirting with the fire, land, water,
air and space in a long-awaited meet-
ing-mating milan.

A CELEBRATION 

The talents and skills of an 
author are far from ordi-
nary. The ability to build

and create a world for the read-
er to get lost in _ a beautiful and
well strategized paracosm where
the reader can dive into and
temporarily forget about the
reality they are living _ is indeed
special.
For me personally, reading a book or novel
helps let go of things and calms my overly-
active mind. It lets me live and become a
completely different person in a completely
different world where, when I do enter the
widely-ranged imaginary world, I let go of my
thoughts as well as aspects of the real world.
Being an extreme empath, reading allows me
to feel emotions and live situations which I
probably might not feel in my life. I become
the bystander of the transformation of the
characters.

From the works of J R R Tolkien to
Roald Dahl, from the streets of
Diagon Alley from the 'The Harry
Potter' series to The Hob in
District 12 from the 'The Hunger
Games' series, we witnessed,
experienced and viewed a com-
pletely opposite world through the
eyes of two opposite characters.

Writing allows authors and readers alike to
experiment and make universes which do not
exist and enjoy what it has to offer.
Beautifully written dialogues and scenarios,
and tactically placed plotlines allow the mind
to cross the threshold between reality and
the fictitious world of our beloved characters.
This motivates the reader in me to thorough-
ly enjoy getting immersed in the inked pages
of my favorite books. Nothing will ever com-
pare to the stories of great characters loved
by so many.
Pannaga Y P, class VIII, Airaa Academy

Reading helps me live situations

As remote learning continues, teachers have
breathed in a new life in the teaching-learning
processes by designing adequate learning strate-

gies to suit the needs of the learners. As a result, it has
provided students an opportunity to continue their learn-
ing uninterrupted in ways more than one. In addition to
the benefits felt by the students, virtual
learning has provided teachers an opportu-
nity to up-skill and re-skill themselves,
rethink pedagogy and holistic development
to become relevant to new-generation stu-
dents. We are indeed grateful to god for the
protection and guidance through these
challenging times. 
Time flexibility - One of the biggest advan-
tages of remote teaching is flexibility in
timings.  Teachers and students can arrange
their schedules according to their conven-
ience, which enables individual ownership
and pace of learning. This time factor also
enables teachers from different parts of the
world to connect with students and teach at a mutually
suitable time.  
Subject expertise - Students have information ready at
their fingertips. However, teachers can employs learning
strategies to design effective learning experiences for
their children. This is what provides differentiation and
inclusion to construct knowledge of the concepts.

Teachers now also have access to ready learning strate-
gies that can be employed to suit the learners' needs
according to their understanding level.  As teachers can
now connect with each other with ease, the peer learning
network or professional learning community is a helpful
platform. Teachers can collaborate with their colleagues

and other subject teachers and accordingly
provide a multidisciplinary approach to
learning experiences for their students.  
Digital literacy - Understand the digital
space will help their own learning and as
well as help them be equipped to respond
and adapt to the constant evolution.
Teachers must be encouraged and must feel
the need for constant renewing of their digi-
tal skills and knowledge to keep up with
constant innovations and new develop-

ments. 
There is much scope for teachers to make vir-
tual learning interesting and effective for stu-
dents through the usage of various methods

and tech-tools easily available online. At the same time
they can facilitate student to take ownership of their
learning and become responsible learners.  Truly, virtual
learning as a viable option has provided teachers an
opportunity to positively impact the lives of so many
school children during these challenging times and shape
them into resilient citizens.

Virtual learning - a doorway
for new age teachers

She said she missed caressing my face,
Described my smile as lovely and fresh.
Asked me to come out and meet her again,
Feel her love and free away from the strain.
I too wished to go out and do the same,
Be a child and make her play silly games,
See her as a friend but never a threat.
But how can I, she is no longer my fresh breath.
I am asking her to wait a little more,

She will always be my friend, someone I adore.
But now she no longer talks to me,
She is ashamed that I am no longer free.
I wait for the day I meet her again,
Play with her and dance in the rain,
Talk to her like she is a human, a lovely friend ,
And put all her doubts and fears to an end.
Ananya C, class X, Presidency School, Nandini
Layout 

Grace Pinto, 
managing director,
Ryan International
Group of Institutions

THE WIND

Upcoming Times NIE
Principals' Seminar
promises to be a unique treat
Times NIE has always brought the very best for the education
fraternity. This time, in association with Stones2Milestones, we
present a unique webinar for school principals

Times NIE has associated with
Stones2Milestones for a Principals'
Webinar to be held on May 19 at 4 pm.

Guests of Honour for the event are Asha
Girdhar, author of children's books, short
stories and educational series (published in
the Jakarta Post); Giri Balasubramiam, quiz
master and educator and Amrutash Misra,
Head for Club1br, Stones2Milestones.

So this time the Principals' Seminar
promises to be a leap from the world of ed-
ucation to reading, storytelling, building

language proficiency and drawing from mul-
ti-talented individuals and their life lessons.

Topic: The 2021-22 Learning Gap and
Strategies to Bridge it

Date: May 19, 2021

Time: 4 to 5.30 pm

Entry by invitation 

FLOWERS
Flowers are on trees,
We get to see them without any
fees.
Flowers are beautiful,
Sometimes their scent can be
powerful.

Flowers bloom in spring,
Where beautiful
birds come and
sing.
They come in dif-
ferent shapes and
sizes,
Plucking them we
get beautiful prizes.

Flowers are also on plants,
Where our eyes always have a
glance.
When the wind blows, the flowers
shed,
After sometime, we see a flower
bed.

Flowers are there everywhere,
It's like anytime anywhere.
I love colourful flowers,
Because they have incredible
powers.

Disha R Bhat, Bethany School,
Koramangala



Q1:
How many points does the

winner of a F1 race receive? 

a) 10  ❑ b) 20  ❑ c) 26  ❑ d) 30  ❑

Q2:
What is the maximum number

of foreign players an IPL team

can have in the playing eleven? 

a) 3  ❑ b) 5  ❑ c) 4  ❑ d) Captain’s choice   ❑

Q3:
In Hockey, what is the

distance between the

penalty spot and the goal? 

a) 6 mts  ❑ b) 5 mts  ❑

c) 18 mts  ❑ d) 11 mts   ❑

Q4:
In lawn tennis, the serve

always has to fall in the _____

a) Opposite box  ❑ b) Diagonal Opposite box  ❑

c) Any box  ❑ d) Anywhere in the opposite court   ❑

Q5:
Who was the top scorer in

the 2019/20 Premier

League season?

a) Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang  ❑

b) Danny Ings  ❑ c) Raheem Sterling  ❑

d) Jamie Vardy  ❑

Q6:
What golf term describes a

shot that moves from right

to left for a right-handed player?

a) Slice  ❑ b) Fade  ❑ c) Draw  ❑

d) None of the above  ❑

Q7:
Lewis Hamilton won the
Formula One World Driver’s

title in 2020. Who was his Mercedes
teammate who came second?
a) Max Verstappen  ❑ b) Valtteri Bottas  ❑

c) Charles Leclerc  ❑ d) Daniel Ricciardo  ❑

Q8:
In tennis, the famous Indian
Express team comprised ____

a) Mahesh Bhupati and RohanBoppana  ❑

b) Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupati  ❑

c) Leander Paes and Yuki Bhambri  ❑

d) Yuki Bhambri and Rohan Boppana  ❑

Q9:
Who is the highest run-
scorer in all three

formats combined?
a) Brian Lara  ❑ b) VVS Laxman  ❑

c) Shane Bond  ❑ d) Sachin Tendulkar   ❑

Q10:
Usain Bolt is still the

fastest man in the world,

running 100m in 9.58 seconds. In

which year did he set that record?

a) 2009  ❑ b) 2012  ❑ c) 2016  ❑ d) 2018 ❑

Q11:
Which team has won the
highest number of IPL

matches so far?
a) Chennai Super Kings  ❑ b) Delhi Capitals  ❑

c) Mumbai Indians  ❑ d) Kolkata Knight Riders ❑

Q12:
Which of the following
are the Grand Slams held

every year?
a) Australian, French, Wimbledon, US Open  ❑

b) Swedish, French, US Open, Italian  ❑

c) Bangalore Open, Champion, US, Australian Open  ❑

d) Spanish, French, US Open, Australian Open ❑
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ANSWERS: 1. c. 26   2. c. 4   3. d. 11 mts 

4. b. Diagonal Opposite box   5. d. Jamie Vardy 

6. a. Slice   7. b. Valtteri Bottas   

8. b. Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupati

9. d. Sachin Tendulkar   10. a. 2009

11. c. Mumbai Indians

12. a. Australian, French, Wimbledon, US Open

QUIZ TIME!

Lewis Hamilton

Photos: GETTYIMAGES

R
epresenting Kansas
State University, India’s
Tejaswini Shankar won

back-to-back men’s high jump
titles in the Big 12 Outdoor
Track and Field Champi-
onships in Manhattan, USA.
Shankar, 22, cleared the bar at
2.28m to win gold, but fell short
of the Tokyo Olympic qualifi-
cation standard of 2.33m.

The Delhi-based national
record holder in men’s high
jump is studying business ad-
ministration at Kansas State

University, on a four-year ath-
letics scholarship since 2017.

He skipped the Federation
Cup Athletics Championships
in March as the dates clashed
with his National Collegiate
Athletics Association (NCAA)
indoor season, where he won
a bronze clearing 2.24m.

He is the third Indian, af-
ter  high jumper Mohinder
Singh Gill and discus throw-
er Vikas Gowda, to compete in
the circuit. the breeding grou-
nd for many Olympians. IANS
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INDIA’S TEJASWINI WINS
US HIGH JUMP TITLES

Second half goal
the clincher

■  Youri Tielemans was the star of the night
as Leicester City clinched the FA Cup for the
first time with a 1-0 win over Chelsea at Wem-
bley Stadium in the final. Tielemans’ sensa-
tional second-half goal helped four-time run-
ners-up Leicester City to get over the line as the
Foxes lifted the coveted trophy after waiting for
nearly 137 years. Finalists in 1949, 1961, 1963,
and 1969, the Foxes, guided by Brendan Rodgers,
defeated Stoke City, Brentford, Brighton & Hove
Albion, Manchester United, and Southampton
before overcoming Chelsea in London.

■  Close call with VAR Both the teams tried hard
in the first half but weren’t able to break the
deadlock as the scoreline read 0-0 before the sec-
ond essay began. In the second half, Tielemans
became the first Foxes player to score in an FA
Cup final since Ken Keyworth in 1963 with a

63rd-minute piledriver that proved to be the win-
ner. Chelsea came to close to equalise but VAR
ruled out Ben Chilwell’s deflected effort for off-
side, and they ultimately fell at the competition’s
final hurdle for the second successive year.

Shot aimed just right

■  Youri Tielemans was preparing for the FA
Cup final when he received a text message
with a clear instruction: Aim for the top cor-
ner. When the ball landed at the Leicester mid-
fielder’s feet, 63 minutes into the 140th final,
a powerful shot from 30 meters was aimed just
where he had been advised. It was a sensa-
tional way to win the FA Cup for the first time
in Leicester’s 137-year history, 1-0 against
Champions League finalist Chelsea.

Sweet celebration

■  Even sweeter than the strike was Leicester
being able to celebrate in front of its own fans
as Wembley Stadium hosted England’s biggest
crowd, more than 20,000 who tested negative for
the coronavirus, in 14 months. “Wow, what a fin-
ish,” Leicester goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel
said. “I didn’t dare to celebrate because there’s

always VAR.” Not that
time. Instead, the video
assistant review came to
Leicester’s rescue in the
89th minute to prevent Wes
Morgan from a moment of
heartache. The 37-year-old club
captain had been on the pitch
for only seven minutes when he
accidentally deflected in former
teammate Ben Chilwell’s cross.
But one of those marginal off-
sides that so irritate players and
fans was detected and the
roars of Leicester fans were
even louder than the mo-
ment Tielemans scored.

Oldest cup
finally in
the bag

■  After losing
four finals, the
first in 1949 at the
old Wembley,
Leicester’s name
is finally etched
onto the cup of
world football’s
oldest competition.
The team from central
England is a champion
again, five years after Mor-
gan collected the Premier
League trophy. Players such as
Chilwell and N’Golo Kante have left
since that improbable 5,000-1 title tri-
umph but Morgan and match day captain
Schmeichel are still there to celebrate again,
this time in a moment tinged with sadness.

■  The two teams will again lock horns with
each other in the Premier League fixture on
Tuesday, which could clinch Champions
League qualification for the second time ever.
Sitting third, Leicester holds a two-point lead
over Chelsea. AGENCIES

BEAT CHELSEA 1-0 FOR A SENSATIONAL WIN IN 137 YEARS

Leicester wins FA Cup
for the first time

I’ve dreamed of this since I

was a child. The performance

today - the grit and determination

- I’m so proud of everyone. Today

we enjoy, and tomorrow we dust

ourselves down and can’t really

think about this anymore. Chelsea

are a top-class side and are going

to want revenge. 

KASPER SCHMEICHEL,

Leicester goalkeeper

Leicester City’s
Youri Tielemans
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Leicester City’s Kasper Schmeichel and Wes Morgan
celebrate winning the FA Cup with the trophy Pool

O
wing to the raging COVID-19
pandemic, the Badminton
World Federation has been
forced to cancel the remain-
ing three Olympic qualifiers

in India, Malaysia and Singapore. These
were to be the last set of events before the
Tokyo Games in July-August. Asked if can-
cellations will affect her preparations,
Sindhu said: “Well, we were thinking that

Singapore will be the last event before
Olympics but now we don’t have an-
other option, so I am playing match-
es against different players and my

coach Park is trying to create
match situations for me

in training. Different
players have different

styles like Tai Tzu (Ying) or Ratchanok (In-
tanon) have different styles of play but Park
is there to guide me, to prepare me for it,”
Sindhu said. “Obviously, we will be play-
ing each other after a few months and there
will be something new in our games, so I
will have to prepare for that.”

Sindhu has been training at the Gachi-
bowli indoor stadium in Telangana and
does her fitness training at Suchitra Acad-
emy. The 25-year-old endorsed BWF’s deci-
sion to cancel the events, saying while it is
sad that competitions could not take place,
life is more important than sports. “It is
sad that the whole world has come to a
standstill but before sportspersons, we are
human beings and life comes first,” Sind-
hu said. “If tournaments happen, we don’t

know if we will be safe, we might think we
will be but we can’t be sure. For the mo-
ment, events are being cancelled and I know
sportspersons are sad but I think it is good
for the people.. .Organisers take a lot of
measures and keep us in a bubble but still
we need to be careful.”

Sindhu, the reigning world champion,
said it will be a tough task for organisers
and athletes to adhere to the COVID-19 pro-
tocols in a showpiece event like the Olym-
pics and everyone has to brace up for the
challenge. “Every country has their own
COVID-19 rules. At the Olympics, I have
heard that everyday they will be testing us.
Before we take off, we have to clear an RT-
PCR test and after getting down we do a test
again, it is definitely a tough task.” PTI

Lack of competitions before Olympics major concern, but shuttler says
Korean coach creating match situations in training 

Tejaswini Shankar
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