
“"I think cinema, movies, and magic have always 
been closely associated. The very earliest people 

who made film were magicians.” 
Francis Ford Coppola
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For the first time ever,
two women directors
have been nominated
for the Academy Award
in the same year. Who
are they? 

C
hloé Zhao (‘Nomadland’) and
Emerald Fennell (‘Promising
Young Woman’) will compete
for the Oscars in the Best
Director category this year,

along with David Fincher (‘Mank’), Thomas
Vinterberg (‘Another Round’) and Lee Isaac
Chung (‘Minari’). Here are a few things to
know about these two women
filmmakers…

Chloé Zhao
She is a Chinese filmmaker known
primarily for her work in independent US
films. Her debut feature film, ‘Songs My
Brothers Taught Me’ (2015), premiered at
Sundance Film Festival to critical acclaim
and earned a nomination for the
Independent Spirit Award for Best First
Feature. Her second film, ‘The Rider’ (2017),
was critically praised and received
nominations for the Independent Spirit
Award for Best Film and Best Director. Zhao
gained further success with
‘Nomadland’ (2020), which
attracted international
recognition and won many
awards, including Best
Director at the Golden
Globe Awards, Directors
Guild of America Awards
and British Academy Film
Awards – making Zhao the
second woman, and the first
Asian woman, to win the
category at each awards body:

the Golden Lion at the Venice
Film Festival, and the

People’s Choice Award at
the Toronto International
Film Festival. She is
currently nominated for
Best Picture, Best

Director, Best Adapted
Screenplay and Best Film

Editing at the 93rd Academy
Awards.

Emerald Lilly Fennell
She is an English actress, novelist,
television writer, screenwriter, film
director, television producer, film producer,
and playwright. She appeared in period
drama films, such as ‘Albert Nobbs’ (2011),

‘Anna Karenina’ (2012), ‘The
Danish Girl’ (2015), and ‘Vita
and Virginia’ (2018). She
received wider recognition for
her starring roles in the BBC One
period drama series ‘Call the
Midwife’ (2013-17). 

Fennell is also the showrunner for
season two of the BBC America thriller
series ‘Killing Eve’ (2019), which earned her
two Primetime Emmy Award nominations.

She gained further acclaim
for writing, directing, and
producing the thriller

‘Promising Young Woman’
(2020), for which she

received three Academy Award
nominations: Best Picture, Best

Director, and Best Original Screenplay. She
is the first British woman to be nominated
by the Academy for directing.

Now, let’s talk

about why these two nominations are
historic. In the previous 92 Oscar
ceremonies, only five women have ever
been nominated. And only one among
those five women, Kathryn Bigelow ('The
Hurt Locker'), has won. (see box left
bottom). The other four women who have
been nominated before are: Greta Gerwig
(‘Lady Bird’), Lina Wertmüller (‘Seven
Beauties’), Jane Campion (‘The Piano’) and
Sofia Coppola (‘Lost in Translation’).

5 WOMEN DIRECTORS
WHO WERE NOMINATED
IN OSCAR’S 92-YEAR
HISTORY; AND THE 
ONE WOMAN WHO 
WON THE GONG

Greta Gerwig was nominated for 
‘Lady Bird’ in 2017

Lina Wertmüller was nominated for ‘Seven
Beauties’ in 1975

Kathryn Bigelow was nominated for 
‘The Hurt Locker’ in 2008, and won

Jane Campion was nominated for ‘The
Piano’ in 1993

Sofia Coppola was nominated for ‘Lost in
Translation’ in 2003

Clockwise from top left: A still
from ‘Nomadland’; a still from

‘Promising Young Woman’;
Emerald Lilly Fennell playing

Camilla Parker Bowles in “The
Crown’; poster of the thriller

‘Killing Eve’; Emerald Lilly
Fennell; promotional poster of

‘Eternals’; Chloé Zhao  

THE TWO WOMEN MAKING HISTORY...

DID
YOU KNOW? 

Zhao has recently
ventured into block-

buster filmmaking with
the MCU superhero film

‘Eternals’, slated for
release November

this year

MA RAINEY'S BLACK
BOTTOM
The 2020 American drama film, direct-
ed by George C Wolfe, is based on a
play by the same name by
American playwright
August Wilson – known
as  ‘theatre’s poet of
Black America.’ ‘Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom’
is part of Wilson’s ‘The
Pittsburgh Cycle’
series which comprised
10 plays that captured
the experiences of the
African American community
in the 20th century. The story focus-
es on a difficult recording session in
1927 Chicago for blues singer Ma
Rainey, the African American musi-
cians around her, and the White music
industry powerhouses who controlled
their destinies. 

ONE NIGHT IN MIAMI
Directed by Regina King, the film is
based on a playwright Kemp Powers’
play by the same name. The story is a

fictional account of the night of
February 25, 1964, when

boxer Cassius Clay,
activist Malcolm X,

singer Sam Cooke and
NFL star Jim Brown
spend an evening
together in a Miami
hotel room, celebrat-

ing their victories and
sharing their frustra-

tions. The film adaptation
earned nominations for best

supporting actor, best original song,
and best adapted screenplay.

EMMA 
Ever since it was published, author Jane
Austen’s ‘Emma’ has inspired countless

adaptations in popular media.
The latest one, now nominated
for costume design and for
makeup and hairstyling, cen-
tres on Emma, a self-
absorbed, wealthy young
woman who amuses
herself by match-
making her friends
and acquaintanc-
es. When her
schemes go
wrong, she has
to confront her
own flaws — and
open her own
heart to love
along the way.

THE WHITE
TIGER
Author Aravind Adiga’s
Man-Booker prize-win-

ning novel was adapted for
screen by Ramin Bahrani. It has
been nominated for best
adapted screenplay. The dark

comedy centers on Balram,
a poor Indian driver

who talks his way
into a job chauf-
feuring a rich
entrepreneur and
reinvents him-
self as the
owner of a taxi
service — with a
few bloody
twists — and the
complicated

world of high-
powered business.

THE FATHER
Starring ‘The Crown’s’
Olivia Coleman and
Academy award-win-

ner Anthony Hopkins, ‘The Father’ is
the film adaptation of the 2012 play
‘Le Père’. The original play was writ-
ten by French playwright Florian
Zeller, who co-wrote and directed the
film version. The book is about an
ageing man who must deal with his
advanced dementia.

NEWS OF THE WORLD
Based on the 2016 novel of the same
name by novelist Paulette Jiles, ‘News
of the World’ is about a travelling

Civil-war veteran who goes from
town to town to read them the

news, tasked with return-
ing a kidnapped girl to

her relatives. The film
has received nomina-

tions for produc-
tion design, cine-

matography,
achievement

in sound,
and best

original
score.

PINOCCHIO
Italian filmmaker Matteo Garrone’s
2019 Italian fantasy film is a magical
retelling of the classic fairytale, ‘The
Adventures of Pinocchio’, the 1883
children’s novel by Italian author
Carlo Collodi which told the story of
an animated puppet named Pinocchio
and his father, a poor woodcarver
named Geppetto.

HILLBILLY ELEGY
Adapted from author J D Vance’s con-
troversial memoir, ‘Hillbilly Elegy: A
Memoir of a Family and Culture in
Crisis’, the book (and the movie) is
about the author’s experience of
growing up in a rural-working class
family with a history of poverty, and
follows them as they move from
Appalachia to suburban Ohio with the
challenges it presents

NOMADLAND
Nominated for best picture, best direc-
tor, best adapted screenplay, best
actress, cinematography, and film edit-
ing, ‘Nomadland’ is based on a non-fic-
tion book ‘Nomadland: Surviving
America in the 21st Century’. The
author, a journalist, wrote about the
experience of Americans who adopt a
nomadic lifestyle, taking up seasonal
work following the Great Recession.
The book was named a ‘Notable Book’
by the ‘New York Times’ and won the
Barnes & Noble Discover Great New
Writers Award. 

READ IT BEFORE YOU WATCH IT

With one of the world’s most glamorous events taking place in less
than 10 days, it’s time for an epic reading session. Before the ‘Oscar
2021 binge’, here’s a look at the nominees from the Best Adapted
Screenplay category and some others also inspired by books

The Official
2021 OSCARS 
READING
List Is Here

DID YOU
KNOW?

Most of us remember
her as Camilla Parker

Bowles in ‘The
Crown’ (2019-20)

DID YOU KNOW?
Viola Davis, who

received her fourth nomi-
nation this year for ‘Ma

Rainey’s Black Bottom’ has
the most career nomina-

tions among African-
American actresses

DID YOU KNOW?
Two character roles have

earned Oscars for four sepa-
rate actors? Vito Corleone

(Marlon Brando in ‘The
Godfather’ and Robert De Niro in
‘The Godfather Part II’) and the

Joker (Heath Ledger in ‘The
Dark Knight’ and Joaquin

Phoenix in ‘Joker’)



THIS IS WHERE THE
2011 WC WINNERS ARE

TEN 
YEARS
LATER,

To win WC again, India need to get
occasion out of system: Gautam Gambhir 

“Enjoy the game, chase your dreams because dreams 
do come true.” 

Sachin Tendulkar, former India batsman 
SIMPLY SPORTS
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Q Do you think that moment
(winning 2011 WC) changed

Indian cricket?

Obviously, by win-
ning the World Cup,

you make your coun-
try proud. You make

everyone happy. But
whether that moment

changed Indian cricket? Well, I
don’t think so. I think every win
you earn for your country changes
the face of Indian cricket. So, it is
not one particular tournament.
There are so many people who are
still talking about 1983; there are
people who talk about 2007 and
2011. But I don’t think those mo-
ments alone changed Indian
cricket. I think Indian cricket is
probably about winning as many

games and as many series as pos-
sible, and that will probably
change Indian cricket, not one or
two particular tournaments.

Q In your opinion, was the
2011 team India’s best-ever?

Absolutely not. I don’t believe in
these statements — when people
or ex-cricketers turn up and say,
this is the best Indian team or that
is the best Indian team. Neither
the 1983 team was the best Indian
team, nor the 2007 nor 2011. Nei-
ther is this current one, because
you can never compare eras. All
you can do is probably put your
best team in the park and try and
win as many games as possible.
That is what I believe. I don’t be-
lieve in comparing teams.

Q In the recent past, espe-
cially since the 2013 Cham-

pions Trophy success, the Indi-
an team has often gone down in
crunch games in ICC tourna-
ments – 2015 and 2019 ODI
World Cup semis, the 2017
Champions Trophy final or the
2016 T20 World Cup semifinal.
Where do you think these Indi-
an teams lacked?

Probably mental toughness, to be
honest. You can play as many bi-
lateral series as you want. You can
win as many bilateral series as
you can. You can win league stage
games. But come the crunch mo-
ments, you know there is no op-
portunity of making a mistake
and if you make a mistake, there
is no way you can rectify it. Then,

obviously, it comes down to men-
tal skills. You will always have
technical skills (playing at this lev-
el and doing so well). But do you
have the mental toughness, the
mental courage to actually play
those moments to the best of your
ability? That is what defines you,
not only as a team but also as in-
dividuals.

Q There are three World
Cups lined up for the cur-

rent bunch of India players —
– T20 World Cups this year and
in 2022, and the 50-over World
Cup in 2023.

These guys are going to be very
privileged that they will get to play
three World Cups in a row,because
a lot of players have never played

three successive World Cups. In
fact, no one has ever played three
World Cups in a row (in three suc-
cessive years). So (my advice is)
just go out there and win the World
Cup, don’t put much pressure that
you have to go out there and win
it. Try and play to the best of your
ability and try and handle the
crunch games better. Get the plat-
form and the occasion out of your
mind, because ultimately, it is not
the occasion or the platform. It is
the contest between bat and ball
that matters, whether it is a World
Cup final, a league game or a Ran-
ji Trophy match. The platform is
not the criteria. The criterion is
whether you can win the contest
between bat and ball. If you can
win that contest, you will make
things easier for yourself. IANS

To win WC again, India need to get
occasion out of system: Gautam Gambhir 

VIRENDER SEHWAG
380 runs@47.50 in 8 matches

The swashbuckling opener, who scored 175 in
the first game of the tournament, to get India
off to a rollicking start is nowadays busy more
on twitter and recently played the Road Safe-
ty Series as part of the title-winning India Leg-
ends Team. He is also a commentator.

HARBHAJAN SINGH
9 wickets@43.33 

in 9 matches
The off-spinner, who is one of India’s
only three spinners to have taken 400
Test wickets, maintained a very good
economy rate of 4.48 in the tourna-
ment. He is in the last bend of his ca-
reer and is playing for Kolkata Knight
Riders this season.

ZAHEER KHAN
21 wickets@18.76 in 9 matches

The left-arm pace bowler was the joint high-
est wicket-taker in the World Cup along with
Shahid Afridi. He is now the director of crick-
et operations at Mumbai Indians.

MUNAF PATEL
11 wickets@32.09 in 8 matches

The right-arm pace bowler took 4/48 in the fi-
nal against Sri Lanka. He recently played for
India Legends in the Road Safety Series.

ASHISH NEHRA
3 wickets@40 in 3 matches

A fractured finger ruled Nehra out of the fi-
nal. He is currently involved in commentat-
ing and has moved to Goa from Delhi.

R ASHWIN
4 wickets@23.25 in 2 matches

The off-spin bowler played very little in that
World Cup campaign. He is India’s leading
spin bowler in the current team and recent-
ly reached 400 wickets in Test cricket.

PIYUSH CHAWLA
4 wickets@43.5 in 3 matches

The leg-spinner didn’t play much and is cur-
rently playing for Mumbai Indians in IPL.

S SREESANTH
0 wickets in 2 matches

The right-arm pacer bowled a total of just 13
overs. He was banned by BCCI after the 2013
IPL spot-fixing scandal but he has returned
to cricket after his suspension was lifted.

GAUTAM GAMBHIR
393 runs@43.66 in 9 matches

The left-handed opening batsman, whose
knock of 97 helped India win the final against
Sri Lanka and had scored four half-centuries
in the tournament, is currently a Member of
Parliament from Delhi for the ruling BJP. He
was recently campaigning in Bengal.

VIRAT KOHLI
282 runs@35.25 in 9 matches

He is the current captain of the Indian team
and tipped to break Sachin Tendulkar’s record
for most centuries in ODI cricket. Kohli was
back then the baby of the team and was play-
ful. He had hit a century and a fifty in the tour-
nament but his 35 that helped resurrect Indi-
an innings in senior partner Gautam Gamb-
hir’s company was worth its weight in gold.

MS DHONI
241 runs@48.2 in 9 matches

The India skipper couldn’t do much with
the bat in the entire tournament. He, how-
ever, came good in the final scoring an
unbeaten 91 and leading India to the title
win. The 39-year-old, who quit Tests in
2014 and retired from all forms of crick-
et last year, is the captain of Chennai Su-
per Kings. He is also into his own busi-
ness and recently came into news for in-
vesting into kadaknath chicken farming.

SACHIN TENDULKAR
482 runs@53.55 in 9 matches

The maestro was India’s top run-getter in the
tournament and had scored two centuries and
two fifties, including the crucial 85 in the semi-
final win over arch-rivals Pakistan, led India
Legends to title in the recent Road Safety Se-
ries. He offers some expert comments and is
hoping son Arjun, who won a contract with
Mumbai Indians, gets to play at higher level.
He is currently recovering from Covid-19.

YUVRAJ SINGH
362 runs@90.5 and 

15 wickets@25.13 in 9 matches
The man-of-the-tournament, who immediate-
ly after the title win fought cancer and re-
turned to cricket had retired in 2019. Howev-
er, he returned to cricket again and joined the
Punjab team camp ahead of this season’s Syed
Mushtaq Ali T20 tournament. He recently
played for India Legends under Tendulkar.

SURESH RAINA
74 runs@74 and 

1 wicket@12 in 4 matches
One of the chirpy and young players in
that squad, he didn’t get much of a chance
in that star-studded line-up. He is cur-
rently an integral part of Chennai Super
Kings batting.

YUSUF PATHAN
74 runs@14.8 and 

1 wicket@167 in 6 matches
The all-rounder, who couldn’t do much
with the bat, ensured a decent econo-
my rate of 4.77 with the ball but could-
nt’ take many wickets. He recently
played for India Legends and is now
recovering from Covid-19.

With April 
marking 10 years of
India’s title win at

the 2011 World Cup,
let’s take a look at
what the players

from the 2011 World
Cup are doing at the
moment right now

Sachin Tendulkar being 
lifted on the shoulders of his
teammates after their World
Cup triumph at home in 2011
was voted the Laureus best
sporting moment in the last

20 years

Gambhir on the 2011 World Cup win and also what the team has lacked in the recent ICC tournaments


