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WHAT To ensure
safety during

Holi celebrations amid pandemic, a
unique anti-corona LED pichkari
(water gun) has been created.

WHOVishal Patel, a
student of Ashoka

Institute of Technology and
Management, from Varanasi has
invented it. 

HOW This special water
gun, equipped

with sensors, would sprinkle colour at
people without physically touching
one another and would caution people
as soon as they try to break the
social distancing norms. Patel said,
the water gun will be placed on the
roof in front of one’s house. As soon
as a person comes near this water
gun, its sensors will get activated and
would start throwing colour. 

UP BOY INVENTS
LED PICHKARI TO

MAINTAIN DISTANCE
THIS HOLI

T he season of sports-based movies is here once again
and legendary athlete Milkha Singh says the rising
trend of films in this genre is a positive development

that will inspire youth for years to come.
Previously, the iconic sprinter’s life story was
brought to screen in 2013’s ‘Bhaag Milkha
Bhaag’, directed by Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra
and starring Farhan Akhtar in the title
role. Apart from ‘Toofan’, this year will
see the release of sports movies like
‘Saina’, ‘83’, ‘Jersey’, ‘Liger’ and
‘Maidaan’.

AR RAHMAN'S DEBUT PRODUCTION
‘99 SONGS’ IN CINEMAS IN APRIL

O scar-winning composer AR
Rahman recently introduced
Ehan Bhat, the lead actor of

‘99 Songs’, a musical love story that
marks the musician’s debut as a film
producer. Ehan features alongside Edilsy
Vargas in the musical film, slated to hit
theatres on April 16. Talking about Ehan,
Rahman said: “Here’s Ehan Bhat who
comes from Kashmir, a place of great

beauty and cultural legacy. He learnt to play the piano at our con-
servatory for a year and is entering the world of cinema,” said
Rahman while talking about his debut production venture.

GERMANY ANNOUNCES STRICT
EASTER LOCKDOWN

NO PUBLIC CELEBRATION FOR HOLI
IN DELHI & MUMBAI

Germany will enter a strict shutdown for five days during
Easter amid surging virus rates, Chancellor Angela
Merkel and regional leaders agreed on Tuesday, as 

criticism mounted over the government’s
handling of the pandemic. The govern-

ment has decided to extend existing
measures including keeping cultural,
leisure and sporting facilities shut up

to April 18. Over and above this, Merkel
and Germany’s 16 state premiers

ordered a tougher shutdown
between April 1 and 5.

A VIETNAMESE LEGO HOME!

Hoang Dang, an industrial designer who loves Lego since he
was a child, showcases his home in Hanoi, Vietnam that has
been recreated with Lego blocks. Reuters
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IT’S A GOOD TREND, SAYS MILKA
SINGH ON SPORTS FILMS

NIE Students Plead: MASK INDIA!  

Why India should 
avoid another
lockdown....

Strict measures, so that work
goes on
Imposing a lockdown at
this point could drasti-
cally affect the econo-
my and businesses,
which have just begun
to recover. But this
does not imply that the
government should let the situation go out
of hand. ■ States should strictly impose
restrictions on mass gatherings for cere-
monies and celebrations. ■ Consolidation
of the Covid regulations is essential too. 
Likhith GGowda, class X, DPS North, B’luru

Lockdown will lead to lay-offs,
poverty and economic crash
Given the rise in cases,
one’s first response
would be, “Yes, India
should go into another
lockdown”, but it’s not
that easy.  According to
statistics, the cases
have increased, but the
fatality rate is low. Also, the last time India
went into lockdown, our economy tanked,
and we are still recovering from the losses. 
Manas KKapur, class XI, Shri Venkateshwar
Int’l School, Dwarka, New Delhi

Govt should impose a strict
fine on violators
The sudden surge in
cities happened because
people lowered their
guard. Lockdown will be
a forceful and last
resort, but it is avoid-
able. ■ People should
avoid all public gather-
ings. Amid the poll season, even political
gatherings should be banned. ■ Impose a
strict fine on those violating the norms.
Radhika CChopra, class IX, Father Agnel
Multipurpose School, Vashi

Lockdown has psychological
effects too
We definitely shouldn't
go for another lockdown
as it comes with many
adverse financial and
psychological effects.
Instead, the focus
should be on how can
we keep the businesses open and ensure
the guidelines are followed. ■ Heavy penal-
ties on those not following the norms. 
■ Focus should be on vaccinating everyone. 
Rakshit DDubey, class IX, Zebar School For
Children, Ahmedabad

People should not give Govt a
chance to impose lockdown
Govt will be left with no
choice but to impose a
lockdown if people
refuse to follow the
WHO guidelines strictly.
What’s the point of
wearing a mask if it is
dangling around your
neck, instead of covering your face? Having
another lockdown would be mandatory if
people refuse to adhere to norms. 
Amogh TTarun, class  X, Hyderabad Public
School, Begumpet, Hyderabad 

Start odd-even system for
schools, offices
Lockdown, if imposed,
will lead to economic
collapse. ■ The Govt
should try the odd-even
methodology. The func-
tioning of different sec-
tors won’t suffer then,
and the social distancing will also be imple-
mented with fewer people at one time. 
■ Impose heavy fine on violators in order
to deter them from being careless. 
Manavi KKapoor, class XII, PML SD Public
School, Sec 32, Chandigarh

MAKE WEAKNESS
YOUR STRENGTH

Kavya Chopra from
Delhi Public School,
Vasant Kunj, has not

only scored a 100 percentile
in the Joint Entrance Ex-
amination (JEE) Main 2021
but has also become the
first-ever female candidate
to get 300 out 300 marks in
the engineering entrance
exam. Working up her score
from the February attempt
in which she had got 99.97
percentile, she is now gear-
ing up for the JEE Advanced
2021. Chopra reveals her suc-
cess tips to Times NIE  

 Congrats on your feat. How does
that make you feel? Relieved
more than anything else. I
am very happy that I scored
exceptionally well but I had
a fairly decent fall back op-
tion (my February score was
not that bad). The 300/300
took me by absolute sur-
prise. I guess my hard work
finally paid off.  
 Did your father give you some
expert advice before the test? I
draw my inspiration from

my father. The big thing he
taught me was to focus on

my weakness and turn that
into my strength. 

K iran Mazumdar-Shaw, a pioneer
in the biotech industry, India’s
richest self-made woman, recipi-

ent of the Padma Shri and Padma
Bhushan, didn’t set out to be an entrepre-
neur. Rather the chairperson and manag-
ing director of the country’s largest listed
biopharmaceutical firm had her heart set
on becoming a brew master, following in
her father’s footsteps. However, despite a
Master’s Degree in Malting and Brewing

from Melbourne
University,

Mazumdar-Shaw
returned

home to
rejections,
based on her

gender.
But

that didn’t stop a then-25-yr-old
Mazumdar — who was considered ‘a huge
investment risk’— instead, it only made
her more determined to prove to the
world that a woman could build and run a
business that she wanted to. 

Confidence Is Key
In an interview with Femina.in, Shaw –
who was in her 20s when she refused to
be brought down by gender stereotypes
– said self-belief and a sense of purpose
are among the most important charac-
teristics that women need to have in
order to achieve whatever they set their
minds to. ET

It’s The Journey, Not The
Destination
In a 2014 interview to YourStory,
Mazumdar-Shaw said the meaning of
being an entrepreneur is setting on
an unknown path. It is the discover-
ies along this path that matters, and
not the goalpost.
Lessons From Mother
She said she inherited the ‘very,
independent streak’ from her moth-
er, Yamini Mazumdar – who runs her
own business at the age of 89. Her
mother proved it’s never too late to
start a venture.

With 83% cases reported in six states — MMAAHHAARRAASSHHTTRRAA,, PPUUNNJJAABB,, KKEERRAALLAA,,
KKAARRNNAATTAAKKAA,, GGUUJJAARRAATT AANNDD MMAADDHHYYAA PPRRAADDEESSHH, multiple states across India have
started reintroducing restrictions. Meanwhile, students from across India discuss why it
is essential that the country does not go into another lockdown and suggest remedies...

‘Covid double
mutant variant
identified in 18
states in India’
A new ‘double mutant variant’ of
the coronavirus has been detected
in 18 states in the country in addi-
tion to many other strains or vari-
ants of concern (VOCs) which have
also been found abroad, the Health
Ministry said. “Though VOCs and a
new double mutant variant have
been found in India, these have
not been detected in numbers 
sufficient to either establish a
direct relationship or explain the
rapid increase in cases in some
states,” the ministry stated.

In view of a persistent rise
in COVID-19 cases, the
Delhi Disaster

Management Authority
(DDMA) and the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
on Tuesday ordered that there
will be no public celebrations
in Delhi and Mumbai for
upcoming festivals such as
Holi and Navaratri. 

Representational image

KIRAN MAZUMDAR-SHAW ON
LIFE & LEADERSHIP....

JEE TOPPER: 

■ There iis aa llot oof ttalk
about wwomen nnot oopting ffor
STEM jjobs iin IIndia. WWhat iis
your ttake? 
For encouraging more
women in STEM JOBS, we
have to inspire them to
take up these subjects in
the school level. If they
start early, maybe they
will be encouraged to pursue a career as well. I see
that trend emerging in India and hopefully it should
be onward and upwards from here. 

■ Tips yyou’d llike tto sshare oon hhow tto aace tthe ttest 
Concentrate on your weakness, turn it into your
strength. This is where coaching institutes will come
in handy as they will help you self assess. I am grate-
ful to my coaches and mentors who have advised me
at every step. Second, keep yourself stress-free and
expectation-free. This will help you focus better. Last,
break every little thing into a mini challenge. Work
towards breaking those – one by one. 

KAVYA CHOPRA TALKS TO DEEBASHREE MOHANTY ON
HOW SHE ACED THE TEST



Language is the light of the mind. 

-John Stuart M
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EXTRACT THE RIGHT
ANSWERS IN ENGLISH

PART-A (READING-10 marks)

Q1Read the passage given below. [10m]
Eleanor Roosevelt speaks to the mem-
bers of the American Civil Liberties
Union, Chicago, IL,March 14 , 1940.
1. Now I listened to the broadcast this af-
ternoon with a great deal of interest. I
almost forgot what a fight had been made
to assure the rights of the working man.
I know there was a time when hours were
longer and wages lower, but I had for-
gotten just how long those fights for free-
dom, to bargain collectively, and to have
freedom of assembly, had taken.
2. Sometimes, until some particular thing
comes to your notice, you think some-
thing has been won for every working
man, and then you come across, as I did
the other day, a case where someone had
taken the law into his own hands and
beaten up a labour organizer. I didn't
think we did these things anymore but
it appears that we do. Therefore, some-
one must be always on the lookout to see
that someone is ready to take up the cudg-
els to defend those who can't defend them-
selves. That is the only way we are going
to keep this country a law abiding coun-
try, where law is looked upon with re-
spect and where it is not considered nec-
essary for anybody to take the law into
his own hands. The minute you allow
that, then you have acknowledged that
you are no longer able to trust in your
courts and in your law- enforcing ma-
chinery, and civil liberties are not very
well off when anything like that happens;
so I think that after listening to the broad-
cast today, I would like to remind you that
behind all those who fight for the con-
stitution as it was written, for the rights
of the weak and for the preservation of
the civil liberties, we have a long line of
courageous people, which is something
to be proud of and something to hold on
to. It's only value lies, however, in the fact
that we profit by example and continue
the tradition in the future.
3.We must not let those people in back of
us down; we must have courage; we must
not succumb to fears of any kind; and we
must live up to the things that we believe
in and see that justice is done to the peo-
ple under the constitution, whether they
belong to the minority groups or not. This
country is a united country in which all
the people have the same rights as citi-
zens. We are grateful that we can trust
in the youth of the nation that they are
going on to uphold the real principles of
the democracy and put them into action
in this country. They are going to make
us an even more truly democratic nation.
Answer the questions given below:
1. The passage speaks about 
A. the rights of the working man.
B. the advocates of law in the court of
justice C. the elected members of the
White House  D. the oppressor clan
2. The relationship between succumb
and overcome is the as the relationship
between 
A. minority and citizens
B. fight and struggle C. bound and free
D. conquer and destroy
3. The repetition of the word "fight" is
used to support which central theme in
Roosevelt's speech? 
A. becoming a US citizen
B. protecting civil liberties
C. looking out for foreign countries
D. ensuring the division between church
and state
4. Roosevelt argues that citizens should
not take the law into their own hands be-
cause
A. doing so leads to mob violence
B. enforcing the law is government's job
C. people should fight with words rather

than violence
D. people have to defend themselves
rather than depend on others
5. In the middle of paragraph 2, Roosevelt
implies that "you have acknowledged that
you are no longer able to trust your courts
and your law-enforcing machinery" when
you allow individuals 
A. to speak and assemble freely
B. to organise as labour unions
C. to take the law into your own hands
D. to think that justice will always prevail
6. Read these lines given in the begin-
ning of paragraph 3.

We must not let those people in back
of us down; we must have courage; we
must not scumble to fears of any kind;
and we must live up to the things that we
believe in and see that justice is done…

Roosevelt's use of repetition in phras-
ing and structure in these lines creates 
A. a hostile tone that increases anger
B. an objective tone based on facts
C. a sympathetic tone supported by ex-
ample  D. a persuasive tone that builds
with intensity
7. Roosevelt's reference to youth at the
end of her speech is 
A. an appeal to authority
B. a reassurance C. a summary
D. an accusation
8. The reader can infer from the speech
that Roosevelt believes that the majori-
ty of Americans are 
A. intimidated B. law-abiding
C. violent D. hardworking
9. Those fights for freedom had taken
A. a very menial effort and short period
of time
B. a very long period of time and effort
C. freedom for a period of time
D. freedom from putting in effort
10. The synonym of the word 'defend' is
A. shell B. shrill C. shield D. shred

LITERATURE - 10 marks

Q2. Read the extracts given below an-
swer the questions that follow.

[5x1=5m]
When he finished, he went to the window
to buy a stamp which he licked and then
affixed to the envelope with a blow of his
fist. The moment the letter fell into the
mailbox the postmaster went to open it. It
said: "God: Of the money that I asked for,
only seventy pesos reached me. Send me
the rest, since I need it very much. But don't
send it to me through the mail because the
post office employees are a bunch of crooks.

Lencho."
1. '…bunch of crooks.'
Pick the option that
DOES NOT collate with
'bunch of', correctly.
a) option (i) b) option (ii)
c) option (iii) d) option (iv)
2. What was the most likely response that

the postmaster expected in Lencho's sec-
ond letter?
i) sorrowful ii) gratitude iii) disap-
pointment iv) elation v) shock
a) ii and v  b) i and iii 
c) ii and iv  d) iii and v
3. Pick the option that lists the option
corresponding to-'with a blow of his fist.'

4. Lencho's letter included 
a) details of his job.
b) description of the post office.
c) belief of being looted.
d) List of further goods.
5. Pick the most suitable quote for this
extract.
a) "It is easier to fool people than to con-
vince them that they have been fooled."
- Mark Twain
b) "Real knowledge is to know the extent
of one's ignorance."- Confucius 
c) "You see a person's true colours when
you are no longer beneficial to their life."
- anonymous 
d) "True generosity means accepting in-
gratitude." - Coco Chanel
Q3. Read the extracts given below an-
swer the questions that follow.

[5x1=5m]
'He stepped slowly out to the brink of the
ledge, and standing on one leg with the
other leg hidden under his wing; he
closed one eye, then the other, and pre-
tended to be falling asleep. Still they took
no notice of him.' 
1. What did the young seagull do?
(a) The young seagull wanted to leave the
attention of the others. So he pretend-
ed to fall asleep on the brink of the ledge.
(b) The young seagull wanted to catch
the attention of the others. So he pre-
tended to fall off the brink of the ledge
(c) The young seagull wanted to catch
the station of the others. So he pretend-
ed to fall asleep on the brink of the ledge.
(d) The young seagull wanted to catch
the attention of the others. So he pre-
tended to fall asleep on the brink of the
ledge.
2. What was the seagull afraid of ? 
(a) The seagulls were afraid to fly.
(b) The seagull was not afraid to fly.
(c) The seagull was afraid to fly.
(d) The seagull was unafraid to fly.
3. Why did he close his eyes one at a time?
(a) She was pretending to fall asleep.

(b) He was pretending to fall asleep.
(c) He was pretending to fall down.
(d) He was tending to sleep.
4. What could his brothers and sister do
which he was not able to? 
(a) They could fly but he was not able to.
(b) They could fly but he was not unable
to. (c) They couldn't fly but he was not
able to.
(d) They could fly and he was able to.
5. The synonym of 'brink' is 
(a) center (b) epicenter 
(c) edge (d) midpoint

GRAMMAR - 10 marks

Q4. Choose the most appropriate op-
tion from the ones given in brackets,
to complete the following paragraph.

[6x1/2 =3marks]
Make no mistake: jam-packed parties
(a)____________ (are/is/am/were) con-
tributing to the spread of COVID-19.
These types of gatherings are (b)
________________(a/an/ the/is) primary
source of infection. How Many People
Will Be At The Gathering?

If the answer is more than 10 people,
you should think twice, Dr. Michael
Richardson, M.D., a primary care
provider with One Medical, tells Bustle.
"Safety will largely be influenced (c)
_____(in/above/more/on)  by the current
trend in COVID-19 cases in your com-
munity," Richardson adds.

"If cases are on the rise, it may not
be time to throw a party and instead
(d)_____________(followed/follows/fol-
low/ following) local public health guide-
lines." Even if (e) _________ (con-
firms/confirming/conform/confirmed)
cases are declining in your community,
Richardson recommends asking your
doctor whether they think it's safe
(f)_________(it/to/if/for) start expanding
your social circle.
Q5. Complete the dialogue by choos-
ing the most appropriate option. [3m]
Shalini: (i) ………… your Biology notes?
Rama: That depends on whether
(ii) ………… 
Shalini: Please do check and give me.
Rama: I think (iii) …………………… 
Shalini: Thank you.
(i) A. Could you please lend me  
B. Should you please lend me 
C. Are you pleased to 
D. Will you please agree to 
(ii) A. I have completed my notes?
B. I have completed my notes.
C. I have completed my notes!
D. I don't have it in my bag.
(iii) A. I can lend you my notes.
B. I will go for a walk.
C. I will go to the school.
D. I will go on a bike ride.
Q6. Choose the most appropriate op-
tion from the ones given below to com-
plete the following passage. Write the
answers in your answer sheet against
the correct blank number: [4x1=4m]
(a) He has been playing… .....................
he came here.
(b) Sushma was cleaning the house
….................. her sister was decorating
the lawn.
(c) It is time to go, let us start……………
(d) Don't leave ...................... I ask you to.

(a) i) since ii) Many iii) Little iv) Much 
(b) i) use ii) uses iii) and iv) used
(c) i) in ii) off iii) on iv) above 
(d) i) till ii) it  iii) more iv) so

PART-B (WRITING - 2x5=10M)
Q7. Attempt the following in 100-120
words [5 m]
Write a letter to the editor of a newspa-

per on the impact of not clearing garbage
in your locality.
Q8. Attempt the following in 100-120
words [5 m]
The following data was published in 'The
Economic Times.'

The line graph given below gives the
ratio of the amounts of imports by a
company to the amount of exports from
that company over the period from 1995
to 2001.
Ratio of Value of Imports to Exports
by a Company Over the Years.

Write a paragraph analyzing the data 
given.

LITERATURE - 30 marks

Q9. Answer ANY TWO questions in
about 20-30 words each, from (A) and
(B) respectively. [2x4=8 m]
(A) (any two)
i. Do you think that hunger was a good
motivation for the young seagull in his
flight? 
ii. What does Anne tell about her fami-
ly in her diary?
iii. Wanda was successful in turning her
taunts into triumphs. Justify this state-
ment.
(B) (any two)
i. How did Mrs Pumphery show her con-
cern for Tricki when he was at the sur-
gery? 
ii. Was Hari Singh successful in robbing
Anil? Was Anil the only one who was
robbed or did Hari also rob himself of
something?
iii. The book, 'The Travels of Monarch
X' ignited Richard's curiosity in butter-
flies further. Do you think sometimes,
people or things around us can act as cat-
alysts to shape our lives? Explain how.
Q10. Answer ANY TWO questions in
40-50 words each, from (A) and (B) re-
spectively. [3x4=12 m]
(A) (any two)
i. Why did Pranjol's father say that Ra-
jvir had done his homework before vis-
iting Assam? 
ii. Give examples from the text to show
that Valli was a meticulous planner.
iii. Why was the Baker's furnace essen-
tial in a traditional Goan village?
(B) (any two)
i. How was Mrs Loisel a mistake of des-
tiny? 
ii. In life, people who easily trust others
are sometimes made to look foolish. One
should not be too trusting. Describe how
Oliver Lutkins made a fool of the young
lawyer.
iii. The chapter 'Bholi' highlights the dis-
crimination against the girl child. Ana-
lyze this statement.
Q11. Answer the following in 100-120
words. [5x1=5 m]
"The life of mortals in this world is trou-
bled and brief and combined with
pain."State the moral values that Kisa
Gotami learnt after the death of her child.
Q12. Answer the following in 100-120
words. [5x1=5 m] 
Is the poet right when he says that the
world will perish in fire as well as in ice?
Explain the statement with reference to
the poem 'Fire and Ice.' 

Q1 Answer the following Multiple
Choice questions. Print the correct
choice on your drawing sheet.

[1×5=5]
(i) Name of scale is used to measure
the foreshortened length of dimensions
of any object to draw the isometric pro-

jection.
(a) Isometric Scale 

(b) True scale
(c) Normal scale 

(d) All of the above
(ii) Metric Thread

also called.
(a) B.S.W
Thread
(b) Triangular
Thread
(c) unified
thread
(d) None of the
above

(iii) The value
of major diame-

ter of British stan-
dard whitworth

(BSW) thread in
terms of pitch 'P' is:

(a) 0.88P  (b) 0.64P 

(c) 0.96P  (d) 0.61P 
(iv) Bush bearing is useful for...
(a) lighter loads at minimum speed 
(b) lighter loads at slow speed
(c) higher loads at slow speed
(d) higher loads at minimum speed
(v) Name of the joint is used to join two
rods of square or Rectangular in cross
section.
(a) Sleeve and cotter (b) Gib and cotter  
(c) Spigot and socket (d) All of above

Q2 (i) Construct an isometric scale. [4]
(ii) Draw the isometric projection of
an inverted hexagonal pyramid of base
edge 40 mm and height of 75 mm keep-
ing two of its base sides parallel to V.P.

[8]
(iii)Draw an Isometric Projection of a
right circular cone resting vertically
and centrally on the top of pentagonal

slab having one of its rectangular face
perpendicular to the observer. Side of
pentagon = 52 mm, thickness of slab =
36 mm, diameter of cone = 40 mm and
height of cone = 60 mm. [12]

Q3 (i) Draw to scale 1:1 the Elevation
and Plan of a square head bolt when it
axis is perpendicular to H.P. Take the
diameter of the bolt as 24mm, and
length as 110 mm. [8]
(ii) Sketch free hand the Front view
and Side view of a collar stud with di-
ameter 20 mm, when its axis is paral-
lel to V.P and H.P. Give standard di-
mensions. [5]

Q4 The Figure shows details of the
parts of a Turnbuckle. Assemble these
parts correctly and then draw its fol-
lowing views to scale 1:1, inserting 60

mm threaded portion of each
rod inside the body of Turn-
buckle.
(a) Front view, lower half in
section. [12]
(b) Top view. [10]
(c) Print the title and the scale
used. Draw the projection sym-
bol. Give 6 important dimen-
sions. [6]
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