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The price of a rare 10.9
gram gold coin of Kam
Bakhsh, the fifth son of
Mughal King Aurangazeb.
The coin went under the
hammer in B’luru

Marudhar Arts, a leading
numismatic auction house,
held the auction. However,
they did not disclose who
bought the coin. 

Rajendra Maru, the CEO of
Marudhar Arts, said Kam
Bakhsh took active part in
wars. In 1707, he seized
the control of the Bijapur
Fort and declared himself
the king. Gradually, his
rule extended across much
of Deccan — winning con-
trol over Hyderabad, erst-
while Gulbarga, Shahpur
and Wakinkhera. PTI

WHAT Fleathe
r is a
bio al-

ternative to animal leather,
which has been created
by a Kanpur-based firm
Phool.co, a flower recy-
cling firm backed by IIT-
Kanpur. They have been
awarded the Biotechnology
Industry Research Assis-
tance Council (BIRAC) Inno-
vator Award 2021. BIRAC is
a non-profit set up by the de-
partment of Biotechnology,
Govt of India.

HOW
Fleather is
made from
temple flow-

ers and farm waste by Phool.
Incubated at Startup Incuba-
tion and Innovation Centre
(SIIC) at IIT-Kanpur, Phool
developed a biomaterial that
is almost like leather.
Fleather is built on the prin-
ciples of biomimicry and can

be cus-
tomised for aesthetic expres-
sion, flexibility, density, etc.

WHY The process
of making
Fleather is

ultra-sustainable. It not only
cuts down several tradition-
al downstream leather tan-
ning processes but is also
helping provide better job op-
portunities to women from
the marginalised sections of
o u r
society. IANS

 ”We humans love leather. It
delivers status, luxury and
comfort. But leather is a co-
product of the livestock indus-
try that produces around 18 per
cent of the total earth’s green-
house emission. Fleather can
perform like leather while significantly cutting down the
emission and reusing temple and farm waste.” 
ANKIT AGARWAL, founder, Phool.Co
 ”It is a great business. It also provides livelihood to
many women from marginalised sections of the society.”
PROFESSOR ABHAY KARANDIKAR, director, IIT Kanpur

FLEATHER:
alternative to
animal leather

phool.co

W
ith an aim
to empow-
er children
with future
skills that

would make them job-ready,
the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE)
has collaborated with Intel
to launch the AI Student
Communit – a platform
where students can come
together to learn and share
their experiences.

This will be a youth-
driven platform to encour-
age collaborative learning,
sharing and creating AI-
enabled social impact solu-
tions, CBSE said.

“AI Student Communi-
ty (AISC) has been envis-
aged to help build a digital-
first mindset and support
an AI-ready generation. It

has been designed as a
youth-driven community,
enabling collaborative
learning, sharing, and cre-
ating real-life social impact
AI solutions,” the CBSE
said.

The platform will be
launched in line with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. “The NEP ac-
knowledges the importance

of AI and emphasises on
preparing students for an
AI-driven economy. The
policy focuses on making
education experiential and
future-oriented, building
crucial skills such as data
analysis, computational
thinking, etc. from a young
age through teaching con-
temporary subjects such as
AI,” the CBSE said. ET

CBSE THROWS

AI CHALLENGE 

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2  

@TEENS

WHY SHOULD YOU ENROL?
 Students who register will have access to differ-
ent online and offline events, which may include
learning sessions by coaches certified by Intel,
talks by industry experts and leaders, etc.

HOW TO REGISTER
 Visit http://www.cbseacademic.nic.in/  and click
on ‘AI Student Community’ tab

WHO CAN APPLY?
Students from schools 
affiliated to CBSE and other
boards will be able to 
register for it. Registered
students will be able to
learn skills related to
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
access learning resources,
attend webinars and boot
camps, participate in online
challenges, etc.

No licence, no car — mum drives
Bayern starlet Musiala to training

B
ayern Munich
starlet Jamal
Musiala has
revealed that his

mother has to drive him to
training while the 18-year-
old works on getting his
driving licence.

“So far I’ve been very
happy that my mum has
been so nice as to drive me
to training,” Musiala told
magazine ‘Sport Bild.’
Last Friday, Musiala signed
a five-year contract — his

first as a professional —
with the club world champi-
ons, which he described as
a “childhood dream come
true”. Just a week after his
18th birthday, 
Bayern’s players each
receive a car provided by
the club's sponsor. Musiala
says he has no idea which
car he will be given, but he
doesn’t mind “as long as it
drives and has a good music
system.”
The teenager has so far
made 27 appearances for
the Bundesliga leaders. He

scored his first Champions
League goal in the 4-1 win
over Lazio in the last 16,
first leg. Stuttgart-born
Musiala came through
Chelsea’s academy
and played for
England Under-21s
last November but
has opted to play
senior football for
Germany.

AFP

Musiala signed the
deal, which will
reportedly earn
him five million

euros ($6 million)
per year 

W ith spring and
COVID-19 vaccines
within sight,

Hungarian confectioner Laszlo
Rimoczi is sending a message
of hope for Easter by creating
chocolate bunnies holding vac-
cine syringes.
Rimoczi said the vaccines,
made of fine Italian chocolate
and sprinkled with silver food

colouring powder, signalled
there was a way out of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Unlike his Christmas chocolate
Santas, Rimoczi’s bunnies no
longer wear masks. “There is
no filling in the vaccines at all,
it is just a 100% good qual-
ity Italian milk or
dark chocolate,”
he said. Reuters

Easter?
A choco 
jab, this 

Scientists develop message display fabric

A
t first glance, the
fabric looks like
a pretty if not
especially origi-

nal scarf, with turquoise, blue
and orange stripes in an open
weave. But this fabric can
communicate.

It’s wearable, foldable and
washable, but it’s also a fully

functioning display — capable
of flashing messages or
images, or even being used
with a keyboard.

The fabric, described in a
study in the journal ‘Nature’
this month, is the work of a
team led by Huisheng Peng – 
a professor at Shanghai’s
Fudan University. 

Peng sees a variety of
options, including a dynamic
sleeve display that could,
allow a driver to view a GPS
map on their arm as they
move around. But he is
hopeful the material could
also help people overcome
difficulty communicating
because of health problems.

TALK OF INVENTION: A SCARF THAT SPEAKS?
1The breakthrough came

after examining the
structure of textiles and
the way threads intersect
with each other in the warp
and weft of a woven piece.

2The team decided to
try to create minuscule

points of light where the
fibres of a woven cloth
meet. To make these tiny

dots of light, they needed a
luminescent warp and a
conductive weft that could
be woven together with
cotton or similar fibres.

3Applying an electrical
current caused the

layer on the yarn to light
up where it was in contact
with the conductive gel
fibre.

4The amount of power
needed to light up the

display material was limit-
ed, producing no signifi-
cant heating, the authors
say, and the fabric survived
a number of stress tests.
The study says the fabric
can be powered with bat-
teries or even use solar
energy. AFP

HOW HAS IT BEEN CREATED?



02 “Life is short, but there is always
time enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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The 24-year-old batsman from
Coimbatore – C Hari Nishanth
– could not believe his ears
when he was informed that he
would be playing for the
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) in the upcoming
IPL 2021. For the
diehard fan of CSK, it
was a dream come true. He
was bought by CSK for his
base price `20 lakh in the
final round of the IPL auction.
In a tete-a-tete with Times
NIE, Hari Nishanth, a post-
graduate student, shares
about his childhood
dream, importance of physical
fitness, balancing academics
and sports, and, much more.
Read on to know more…

ashwathi.ashokan@
timesgroup.com

How did cricket
happen?

1
My father is PT
teacher in a school.
Even though he was
passionate about

cricket, he could not pursue it.
So, he wanted me to become a

cricket player. During my
school days, we used to wake
up early and watch matches.
That’s how I developed an in-

terest in cricket. It was he who
trained me in the beginning and
I still remember how we used to

break things at our home in Udu-
malpet during the indoor practice ses-

sions.  I had participated in Coimbatore
District Level Selection match when I was
in class V. Then the Coimbatore District
Selector and Coach Guru was so impressed
with my performance that he not only se-
lected me but also offered  a scholarship
to study in a Coimbatore-based school; so
that I could be trained under him and since
then there has been no looking back.

How does it feel being
selected for a team like
CSK which has won the
tournament three times?

2
It is definitely the best moment of
my life. Being picked up by any IPL
franchise is indeed a great thing for
me but being picked up by CSK is

like a dream come true. I am a huge fan of
the team and I have been watching them
play since my childhood. When I got to
know that I was selected to be a part of the
team, I could not believe it. It took me two
to three hours to realise what has hap-
pened. I checked Instagram and Twitter
pages to make sure it was not a dream. I
could not eat or sleep for days. I was so ex-
cited thinking about the opportunities that
lie ahead of me. And the thought of shar-
ing dressing room with thala (leader)
Dhoni gives me goosebumps even now.

Your biggest takeaway from
IPL?

3
It would definitely be learning from
the legends and stalwarts of cricket. I
am not sure whether I will get a chance
to play in the team or not. But  I am

happy that I will be sharing the dressing room
with iconic players. I can learn a lot about
their practice sessions and the secret behind
their fitness on and off the field. This is go-
ing to be a great learning experience for me.

Tell us about importance of
physical fitness during
childhood if one wants to
pursue a career in the field
of sports?

4
With the boom of internet, physi-
cal fitness among kids has taken
a back seat. Children prefer play-
ing games on gadgets than playing

on open grounds. The importance of phys-
ical fitness cannot be undermined dur-
ing the early childhood and it does not
matter if you want to make a career in
sports or not. You will have to engage in
some kind of physical activities on a dai-
ly basis. I urge children to start doing
some simple exercises to stay fit and
healthy. We all know a sound mind resides
in sound body.

How did you manage 
academics and sports?

5
Right from my school days, I had
support from my parents and school
in balancing both sports and aca-
demics. I had to miss my classes a

lot of time as I had to go for tournaments.
But thanks to my teachers as they took ex-
tra effort to help me out during such times.
Sometimes it is difficult to focus, but noth-
ing is impossible when you are determined.
You have to learn to strike a perfect balance
between academics and sports, which will
definitely help you in the long run.

Your message to children?

6
Always dream big and put all your
efforts to turn that dream into a 
reality. There is no substitute for
hard work. I would also urge par-

ents and teachers to support children in
all aspects of life to pursue their passion
and keep motivating them.

I am a huge fan
of the team

and I have been
watching them play
since my childhood.
When I got to know
that I was selected
to be a part of the
team, I could not
believe it 

Always dream big 
and put all your
efforts to turn that
dream into a reality

If you exercise often, there’s a
good chance you are also more
creative, according to a new
study on the links between
physical activity and
imagination. It finds
that active people come
up with more and bet-
ter ideas during tests of
their inventiveness than people
who are relatively sedentary.

Science already offers plen-
ty of evidence that physical
activity influences how we
think. But creativity is dif-
ficult to quantify and its
relationship with exercise
has not been clear in past
studies. Most studies exam-
ined the short-term effects
of physical activity un-
der tightly controlled
conditions in labs or
similar settings.
They did not ex-
amine the poten-
tial linkages, if
any, between
everyday ac-
tivities, like
going for a

walk, and the
work-
ings of
our imag-

inations, or how being active could
possibly affect creativity in the
first place.

For the new study, re-
searchers at the Uni-
versity of Graz in
Austria decided to
track the normal ac-
tivities of a group of
average adults, meas-
ure their creativity
to see whether

and how
t h e

two might align,
and if moving
made them
h a p p i e r ,
which in
turn boosted
creativity.

In all, 79
healthy adults
were given activity
trackers for five
days, and then

asked to visit the
lab to conceive new uses for car
tyres and umbrellas and finish par-

tial drawings. The researchers then
rated their output on different meas-
ures. They found that the most active
volunteers were also the most cre-
ative, especially if they often walked
or exercised moderately. Active peo-

ple also tended to be happier, although
their moods were highest if they 
engaged in vigorous activities like
jogging or playing sports.

But the relations between activ-
ity, creativity and moods were slight.
People could walk often and be 
creative but not happy, suggesting
that it was not improved moods that
influenced creativity.

– THE NEW YORK TIMES

Can exercise make
you more creative?

I
magine walking through
a tropical forest as a sweet
scent wafts through the
air. A little farther down
the path, the putrid stench

of rotting flesh makes you catch
your breath. Upon investigation,
you find that both odours origi-
nate from flowers – but why do
flowers smell like anything at all?

It’s part of a strategy that
helps flowering plants reproduce
themselves and spread their
species. Certain scents help
these flowers solve a big
problem.

Plants flower to
produce seeds that can
go on to become new
plants. To make a vi-
able seed, pollen from
one part of the flower
must fertilise the ovules in
another part of the flower. Some
plants can self-pollinate, using
their own pollen to fertilise the
ovule. Others require pollen from
another plant of the same species
– that’s called cross-pollination.

So how does one plant get
some other individual plant’s
pollen where it needs to be?

Sometimes gravity helps
pollen fall into place. Sometimes
wind carries it. Wind-pollinated
flowers, like those of many trees

and grasses, don’t produce a
scent.

Other flowers are pollinated
by birds, bats, insects or even
small rodents carrying the pollen
from one flower to another. In
these cases, the flowers
might provide a little in-
centive. Animal pollina-
tors are rewarded by sweet
energy – and nutrient-rich 
nectar or protein-packed pollen
they can eat.

Flowers that
need the help of

insects and
bats go one
step further, pro-
ducing a floral scent

that acts as a fragrant
and nice kind of wel-

come sign for just the
right pollinator.

An orchid blooming in the
tropical forest or a rose in your
garden needs to attract a polli-
nator to bring pollen from
flowers of the same species.
However, there are flow-
ers which look similar but
are from other species. To dif-
ferentiate itself from other flow-
ers, each species’ flowers puts
out a unique scent to 
attract specific pol-
linators. AP

Q.1) The Turko-Afghan
rule in India lasted for
about____.
A. Two centuries 
B. Three centuries
C. Four centuries 
D. A little over one century

Q.2) The 23rd Jaina
teacher, Parsva, the
immediate predecessor of
Mahavira, enjoined on his
disciples four great vows.
To these Mahavira added
which of the following as
the fifth vow?
A. Abstention from stealing 
B. Non-injury

C. Brahmacharya 
D. Non-attachment

Q.3) The Uprising of 1857
was described as the first
Indian War of
Independence by___.  
A. S N Sen  B. R C Mazumdar
C. B G Tilak  D. V D Savarkar

Q.4) The Venetian trav-
eller who travelled with
his wife and reached
Vijayanagar around 1420
was _____.

A. Nicolo de Conti 
B. Ibn Batuta
C. Athanasius Nikitin 
D. Ferishta

Q.5) Under the
Government of India,
Provincial Legislatures
consisted of two cham-
bers, except in the case
of ___.
A. Tamil Nadu
B. Assam
C. Punjab

A N S W E R S

KNOWLEDGE BANK 

1. B) Three centuries 2. C) Brahmacharya 3. D) V D Savarkar 

4. A) Nicolo de Conti 5. C) Punjab

Abhimanyu
He was reincarnation of the
son of the moon god
(Chandra). When the moon
god was asked to let his son
get reincarnated on Earth,
he made a pact that the son would only remain on Earth
for 16 years as he could not bear to be separated from
him. His strength and bravery is the stuff of folklore.

Activities

QUIZ TIME (HISTORY)

EXPLORE YOUR CREATIVITY
Develop a story based
on the pictures in
around 250 words.
Send your entry along
with your name, class,
school and picture at
toinie175@gmail.com


