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1908: The inequality faced by women was
making women more vocal in demanding
their rights. In 1908, 15,000 women
marched through New York City
demanding shorter hours, better pay and
voting rights.

1909: This year, the first National Woman's
Day (NWD) was observed across the United
States on February 28. Women continued to
celebrate NWD on the last Sunday of
February until 1913.

1911: Following the decision agreed at
Copenhagen in Denmark in 1911,
International Women’s Day was honoured
the first time in Austria, Denmark,
Germany and Switzerland on March19.
More than one million women and men
attended IWD rallies campaigning for
women’s rights to work, vote, be trained, to
hold public office and end discrimination.

1913-1914: This period was a watershed
moment as International Women’s Day was

agreed to be marked annually on March
8 - and this day has remained the

global date for International
Women’s Day ever since.

1975: The United Nations (UN)
officially adopted
International Women’s Day
this year. This was a
breakthrough for IWD. 

1996: The UN announced their
first annual theme ‘Celebrating

the past, Planning for the Future’
which was followed in 1997 with

‘Women at the Peace table’, in 1998
with ‘Women and Human Rights’, in 1999

with ‘World Free of Violence Against
Women’, and so on each year until the
current.

2001: The internationalwomensday.com
platform was launched with the specific
purpose of re-energising the day - a focus
that continues till date.

2011: This year saw the 100 year centenary
of International Women's Day - with the
first IWD event held exactly 100 years ago
in 1911 in Austria, Denmark, Germany and
Switzerland.

T
he International Women’s day 
website says: “A challenged
world is an alert world.
Individually, we’re all
responsible for our own

thoughts and actions – all day, every
day. We can all choose to challenge
and call out gender bias and
inequality. We can all choose to seek
out and celebrate women’s
achievements. Collectively, we can all

help create an inclusive world. From
challenge comes change, so let’s all choose to

challenge.”
To observe it: Hold your hand up high and click a

picture and post with the #ChooseToChallenge. The pose
is to show that you’re committed to this year’s

theme: choose to challenge and willing to
call out inequality. This will further

encourage people to commit to
helping forge an inclusive world.

Other hashtags are #IWD2021 
The first National Women's

Day was celebrated in 1909 and
while Women's Days were
marked in various countries for

the next 100 years, an online
portal was launched in 2001 to

re-energise their
efforts and bring

them all together in
one virtual place.

“I think that women need to be aware of owning their voice. As
women, we sometimes become a wallflower as we are unsure
if we should voice our opinions or ask for better. Women
should find their voice and use it confidently because we have
a lot to say and there is a lot to be said,” 

—  Monika Pierce, Head of 
Inclusion and Diversity at WW

Here are some powerful voices we will be hearing
from women in the future:

1My health comes first: Love thyself to love
others! Love and care for family should not
prevent one from loving oneself. A woman

needs to be selfish in that sense to take care of her
daily needs like her sleep, diet, walking, exercise
and recreation, apart from keeping herself
emotionally strong, stable and happy.

2I have the power of empathy: Women have the
greatest human characteristics that will give
them the advantage in most new frontiers of

the Fourth Industrial Revolution, like the capacity for
collaboration (instead of competition), empathy,
creativity, listening, and learning. They need to use

the strengths they already have and work it
to their advantage.

3I need gender inclusive work 
environment: We are seeing
the struggles of thousands

of women, especially women of
colour worldwide and women in
low-paying jobs, who have been
forced to cut back on hours or drop
out of the labour force entirely to
provide care to their children, elderly
relatives, or loved ones. We need to forge
inclusive work cultures where women’s careers thrive
and achievements are celebrated. 

4I am a ‘part time’ homemaker: The pandemic highlighted
inequities in the division of household labour. With whole
families at home, all trying to work or attend school

remotely, the women of the house had to take responsibility
for not just their careers, but also their children’s education,
not to mention the long list of household tasks. Men need to
share household chores as a rule.

5I can run a business too: There are women mentors,
coaches and role models who can guide, inspire,
influence and educate women on how to make it in

business. With more options for finding funding, this will
attract more and more women entering the business realm as
entrepreneurs.

Common gender terms that are now part 
of our everyday vocabulary
Manbun, manscara, mankini, manbag, etc: Basically ‘male version
of a prototypically female item’. Just prefix man in front of anything
that women use primarily and your are done.
Mansplaining: The explanation of something by a man, typically to a
woman, in a manner regarded as condescending or patronising. It
has also boosted the production of other terms naming related forms
of entitled male behaviour, such as ‘manologue’ or ‘mantrum’.
SheEO or GirlBoss: A term of empowerment used to describe the
female boss especially to highlight the role of women in leadership
which are way fewer in numbers than men. There is also
shepreneur for entreprenuer to highlight women-led businesses.
Feminazi: Writer Zoe Williams noted in ‘The Guardian’ last year that
feminazi is ‘the go-to
term for trolls out to
silence women’. It’s
basically any woman
who voices her
opinions on equality
strongly.
Shero or Sheroes: Women
heroes that does away with the use
of the made gender
‘he’.
Femvertising:
Defined by
SheKnows Media as
“advertising that
employs pro-
female talent,
messages and imagery to
empower women and
girls.” Not only does it
(ideally) deliver a positive
social impact, but it turns
out messages of female
empowerment are good
for the bottom line. 

Pics: Istock

OWN YOUR

IT'S A HOLIDAY...
International Women's

Day is a national holiday in
many countries, including
Russia where the sales of

flowers doubles during the
three or four days before

and on March 8.
Afghanistan, Cuba,
Vietnam, Uganda,

Mongolia, Georgia, Laos,
Cambodia, Armenia,

Belarus, Montenegro and
Ukraine are also some of
the places where IWD is
recognised as an official

holiday.

Choose to
challenge

What about the
UN Women theme?

The United Nations theme for
IWD is “Women in leadership:
Achieving an equal future in a
COVID-19 world.” The theme

celebrates the tremendous efforts
by women and girls around the
world in shaping a more equal
future and recovery from the

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Why
International

Women's Day (IWD)?
It’s an important day to

celebrate women's
achievements, raise awareness
about women’s equality, lobby
for accelerated gender parity

and fundraise for female-
focused charities.

EVOLUTION
OF THE
DAY - A

TIMELINE

What
colours 

symbolise IWD?
Purple, green and white are the

colours of International Women's
Day. Purple signifies justice and
dignity. Green symbolises hope.
White represents purity, albeit a

controversial concept. The colours
originated from the Women’s
Social and Political Union in

the UK in 1908.

Did you
know?

In 2021, women are
Heads of State and
Government in only

20 countries
worldwide.

NELSON MANDELA,
former South African

president
Freedom
cannot be

achieved unless
the women 
have been
emancipated from

all forms of
oppression.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT,
American
political
figure

A
woman

is like a tea
bag; you never
know how strong
it is until it's in
hot water.

ROSA PARKS,
activist
I have learned

over the years
that when one’s
mind is made
up, this

diminishes fears;
knowing what

must be done
does away with fear.

EMMA WATSON,
actor

We need to live in a
culture that values

and respects and
looks up to and
idolises
women
as much

as
men.

ALBERT
EINSTEIN,
scientist

The
woman who

follows the crowd
will usually go no
further than the crowd. The
woman who walks alone is likely
to find herself in places no
one has ever been before.

MALALA
YOUSAFZAI,

activist
We realise the

importance of our
voice when

we are
silenced.

SERENA WILLIAMS,
tennis legend

Every woman’s
success should be an

inspiration to
another. We’re

strongest
when we
cheer each
other

on.

BRIGHAM YOUNG,
American religious
leader

You educate
a man;

you educate a
man. You
educate a
woman; you
educate a
generation.

MAYA
ANGELOU,

poet
I am grateful

to be a woman.
I must have
done
something
great in
another
life.

GD
ANDERSON,
Australian
feminist,
writer 

Feminism isn’t
about making women

strong. Women are already
strong. It’s about changing the
way the world perceives
that strength.

ADRIENNE RICH,
intellectual

The most
important thing

one woman can do for
another is expand her

sense of actual possibilities.

PRIYANKA
CHOPRA,
actor 

Women
should be

financially
independent. It
doesn’t matter who your father
is, it doesn’t matter who your
husband is going to be, doesn’t
matter who your brother is,

doesn’t matter who the
man in your life is.

BEYONCÉ, singer
We need to reshape our
own perception of how

we view ourselves.
We have to step up
as women and
take the lead.

OPRAH, media
mogul

Think like a queen. A
queen is not afraid to

fail. Failure is another
stepping-stone to greatness.
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THE
FUTURE IS
FEMALE

Some inspiring quotes on
women, not just by women

Enter gendered
language

JOIN IN THE
CELEBRATIONS
How can you observe IWD 2021

#1Get your group of friends together in the official
#ChooseToChallenge campaign. This one's a fun

and easy one. Gather your group and click a pic raising
one hand or even in a virtual chatroom. Simply post on
social media with #choosetochallenge or you can submit
the picture with a pledge on IWD site.

#2You can show your support for women-owned
small businesses. Shop something from a woman-

led business or social enterprise. If you can’t shop, then
just give a shoutout on social media to help them expand
their reach.

#3Host an online watch party for movies with strong
women leads. It needn’t be too heavy, even

Wonder Woman or for that matter Legally Blonde are
great picks.

#4Organise an online women achiever quiz with the
theme of “Women who made history”, “Rebel

Girls”, etc. There are lot of tutorials online on how tohost it.

#5Raise funds for a women’s charity. There are
many charities in your country and around the

world that could do with some funds
to support women in all areas,
especially education. 

Did
You Know? The

idea to make Women’s
Day ‘international’ came

from a German woman called
Clara Zetkin at an

International Conference of
Working Women in

Copenhagen,
Denmark. 
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Queries relating to language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get
stuck with words when writing a letter, an

essay or a blog? Do you have a
fear of public speaking? Or do you
simply want to improve your

communication skills? Times NIE
is here to help you to master the
intricacies of the English lan-

guage. Just shoot us your
queries on toinie175@gmail.com

02 LANGUAGE LAB

1. Make realistic, 
specific `goals
Learning a new language is a goal, and we
all know that goals should be specific. The
goal “Learn To Speak French”—or whichev-
er language it is that you’re trying to
learn–is too broad. You need to narrow it
down and make it more specific. Here are
some examples of specific goals:
 To learn to say the 100-most 
common phrases for travellers.
 To be able to understand simple

instructions and directions.
 To be able to exchange basic
greetings and pleasantries.
 To learn 50 food items and
be able to order them in a
restaurant.
 To be able to understand
very basic phrases in the lan-
guage when people speak
slowly and clearly.

2. Watch a movie 
For those who want to take advan-
tage of one of the best ways to learn
a language from the comfort of their
own homes, put on a foreign movie in
another language — without subtitles if
you can! Not only is this one of the best
ways to learn a foreign language, but
you will also get a sense of the coun-
try’s culture as well! If you don’t know
the language enough to turn the subti-
tles off, keep a list of new vocabulary
words you hear and what you think they
mean. Look them up later. It would be
great fun!

3. Learn words in an
authentic context 
Instead of simply learning words in isola-
tion, learn words in their authentic con-
text. That is, learn phrases you’re likely to

use for that word. For example, instead of
just learning the word for “summer” in
your target language, learn phrases such
as the following:
I’m going to the beach this summer.
 Last summer I travelled 
to Spain.
They put on plays in the park dur-
ing the summer months.

4. Listen 
In a TED Talk, Chris Lonsdale a psy-
chologist explained his approach to
learning a new language. Lonsdale
explains that one of the first steps to
learning a new language is to listen a lot.
He calls this brain soaking. Lonsdale
argues that it doesn’t matter if at first
you don’t understand what you’re listen-
ing to. You’re listening to recognise pat-
terns, words that repeat, and things that
stand out. In addition, you’re listening to
the rhythm of the language. You can start
by looking for podcasts in your target lan-
guage, as well as scouring YouTube for
interesting videos.

5. Keep practising in
your head 
We all have monologues running in our
head, and typically they run in our

native tongue. You can continue to prac-
tice and construct sentences and fake
conversations in your head in a new lan-
guage. In fact, this sort of visualisation
leads to much easier conversations
when you actually have them.

6. Be patient with yourself 
Nothing is more frustrating than feeling
like you’re stuck in a rut and not mak-
ing any progress. It is imperative to
keep in mind that learning a language
is like stepping into an entirely new
world, and it’s going to take some time.
Trust your experiences and the knowl-
edge you’ve gained so far, and let them
propel you further in your foreign lan-
guage journey.

7. Finally, find a way
to make it fun

As with any other learning process, if
you’re going to stick to it, you

have to find a way to make it
fun. Find people you enjoy talk-
ing to. Go to events where you

can practice while doing some-
thing fun. Don’t just sit in a classroom in
front of a book, or you’re likely to burn out.
Talk about topics which you care about.
Find out about the person you’re talking to.
Share personal, life experiences, or else
you’re going to be in for a long, unenjoy-
able process that will likely end up in you
forgetting everything you learned.
Remember, we all have the ability to speak
multiple languages and speak them well. All
it takes is the right approach.

“It’s not what happens to you, but how you
react to it that matters.” 

Epictetus, Greek philosopher

You don’t always have to
be specific
In F Scott Fitzgerald’s ‘The Great
Gatsby’, the reader never really
learns the colour of Daisy’s hair
or eyes, but does it matter? We can
still picture her in our minds: “Her
face was sad and lovely with bright
things in it, bright eyes and a bright
passionate mouth.”

Make the descriptions
match the tone
In a funny or sardonic piece, for
example, your descriptions can be
the same: “He was a funny-looking
child who became a funny-looking
youth — tall and weak, and shaped
like a bottle of Coca-Cola.” —
‘Slaughterhouse Five’ by Kurt 
Vonnegut. Writing humour isn’t
enough; it must also come with a

deeper meaning to make it engag-
ing to the audience.

Scatter physical descriptions
throughout the prose
You don’t have to give all your
description of a character when
he or she first arrives on the
scene. Scatter brief de-
scriptions throughout the
scenes.  

Describe actions
that reveal physi-
cal characteristics
“As we’d been talking,
she’d pulled (her hair)
into a high, loose bun
with shorter pieces of
hair falling around her
face.” — ‘Prep’ by Cur-
tis Sittenfeld

Describe clothing 
and accessories

“Today Charis is wearing a sag-
ging mauve cotton jersy dress,

with a fuzzy grey cardigan over top
and an orange-and-aqua scarf with
a design of meadow flowers draped
around her neck. Her long straight

hair is grey-blonde and parted
in the middle; she has her
reading glasses stuck up on
top of her head.” — ‘The
Robber Bride’ by Margaret
Atwood

Describe facial 
expressions

“Besides the neutral expres-
sion that she wore when she

was alone, Mrs Freeman had
two others, forward and re-

verse, that she used for all her

human dealings. Her forward ex-
pression was steady and driving like
the advance of a heavy truck. Her
eyes never swerved to left or right
but turned as the story turned as if
they followed a yellow line down the
center of it.” — ‘Good Country Peo-
ple’ by Flannery O’Conner

Remember that a little de-
scription can go a long way
You don’t have to describe a char-
acter from head to toe and con-
stantly review what he or she
looks like. Just an introductory
description and a few well-placed
clues throughout the prose will be
enough to help readers form and
keep a picture in their minds: “She
was a fat girl. She was fat all over
and she huffed when she
breathed.” — ‘Kindling’ by Ray-
mond Carver.

A lot on my plate
This refers to an over-abundance of food
on a dinner plate, and it is used when
someone has many responsibilities or
scheduled activities.
EXAMPLE: I would love to visit the zoo
with you, but I have too much on my plate
this weekend.

Walk on eggshells
‘On eggshells’ or ‘walking on eggshells’
is an attempt to not upset someone in a
foul mood.
EXAMPLE: I was walking on eggshells
trying to explain the remark to her 
without offending her further.

The icing on the cake
When a good situation is made even better
because of something extra.
EXAMPLE: I got my dream job working
as a travel writer, and the icing on the
cake is that I get free holiday stay at
resorts too!

To be cheesed off
If you are ‘cheesed off ’ then you
are very unhappy, frustrated or
angry about something.
EXAMPLE: I’m really cheesed off
today, my brother took my car and
crashed it into a lamp post! 

Egg someone on
Urge someone to do something
EXAMPLE: The gang tried to egg us on
but we didn’t want to fight.

Slower than molasses
Molasses is a syrupy liquid that
pours slowly. 
EXAMPLE: Phyllis is an excellent typ-

ist, but she is slower than molasses when
filing reports.

Full of beans
Have a lot of (silly) energy.
EXAMPLE: The kids were full of beans
after the circus.

Spill the beans 
To reveal a secret.
EXAMPLE: On Monday, I’m going to spill
the beans about my travel plans.

Bring home the bacon 
Earn a living
EXAMPLE: His brother chooses not to work,
so Robert has to bring home the bacon.

Souped up
Made more powerful or stylish.

EXAMPLE: The car was souped up
with shiny rims and a loud stereo.

Cry over spilt milk
To express regret about some-
thing that has already hap-
pened or cannot be changed.
EXAMPLE: Stop complaining
about your lost pen — there’s
no use crying over spilt milk.

Cheap as chips
Very inexpensive.

EXAMPLE: My new shoes are as
cheap as chips.’

Cup of tea 
It means something is not to your in-

terests or tastes. 
EXAMPLE: Rap music is not my cup

of tea; I prefer rock.

1. Tokyo is the most crowded
city ___ the world.  
on, at, in, over

2. Mike is sitting ___ the desk
___ front of the door.  
at / in, in / on
on / on, at / at

3. We’ll go ___ Caribbeans ___
June.   
to / in, at / on,
to /by, on/ to 

4. A dictionary has information
___ words.  
to, about, in, at

5. See you ___ Monday 
morning.   
under, at, in, on

6. There’s paper ___ the 
floor. Please put it ___ the
wastebasket. 
at / into, on / at
on / in, over / at

7. Listen! I think there is some-
one ___ the front door.  
on, at, in, with

8. I’ll call you ___ seven o’clock.  
in, on, at, of

9. We are giving him a surprise
party ___ his birthday.  
in, at, with, on

10. You’ll find the poem ___
page 16.  
at, on, in, over

MANY 
BENEFITS 
CAREERS AND SCOPE: Learning a
new language has many advan-
tages. One can look at working in
diplomatic services or as teachers,
translators, interpreters and even
tourist guides. “Most institutes
offer language courses from basic
to advanced levels. Overall results
are better if one pursues long-term
courses than vacation batch cours-
es” shares Geetanjali Gopalan,

trustee,
Study

Centre of
Foreign Languages. 

OVERSEAS ADVANTAGE:
“When visiting countries like
Denmark, Norway, Austria and
Czech Republic, considerable
knowledge of Spanish, Danish,
Norwegian, German and Czech lan-
guages helps you explore the 
place. In Hong Kong and Singapore,
knowledge of Chinese along with
English is useful” adds Xavier
Augustin, president and CEO of 
Y-Axis Overseas.
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PREPOSITIONSFOOD 
IDIOMS

How to write physical descriptions

Don’t get cheesed off over
petty matters and be full

of beans...

Hi folks! We are HOPPER & CROCKY.
Learning a second language stimulates
brain and brightens future prospects.
Tips to speed up your learning process

7 TIPS TO MASTER A
FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Choose the appropriate
prepositions to complete
the sentences

PRETENTIOUS
Someone is pretentious if
they express unwarranted
or exaggerated importance,
worth, or stature. 

UBIQUITOUS
Ubiquitous is used to de-
scribe something that is
widespread and constant-
ly encountered, like tele-
vision or fast food.

CYNICAL
Someone is cynical if they
are distrustful of people’s
motives, or believe that hu-
man conduct is motivated
primarily by self-interest.
A cynical person might
question why you offer to

do them a favour, thinking
to themselves, “what do
they really want?”

CONUNDRUM
A conundrum is an intri-

cate and difficult prob-
lem. According to

Merriam-Webster,
it's often used to de-
scribe seemingly
unanswerable ques-
tions involving

ethics, sociology, and
economics, but it can

also refer generally to any
puzzle or mystery.

AMBIGUOUS
Something that is am-
biguous can be under-
stood in two or more pos-
sible ways. For example,
the sentence “the peas-
ants are revolting” is am-
biguous, because it could
mean the peasants are re-
belling in the streets, or
that they are physically
disgusting. We need more
information to clear up
the ambiguity. 

Source: Business Insider

CONFUSING WORDS
Merriam-Webster has compiled a list of the most
looked-up words in its online dictionary, and
determined what people consider the most
confusing words in English language. Here are the
5 most looked-up words and their definitions:

ANSWERS 
1. in, 

2. on/ in) 
3. to / in), 
4. about 
5. on, 

6. on/in 
7. at, 
8. at 
9. on, 
10. on 


