
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Collaborative learning
is the way forward
The pandemic situation in 2020 took us

completely by surprise. It ransacked
the entire world and shook the very

roots of our existence.
As facilitators and educators, we were

jolted out of our complacence and pushed to
our wit's end where we needed
to keep the learning progres-
sive and ongoing. It was col-
laborative learning then, which
came as a savior, as a blessing
in disguise.

Collaborative teaching/
learning methods pool in all
teacher-student resources to
make the teaching-learning
process a brilliant strategy to
oust the menace of the life-al-

tering virus, modifying education magnifi-
cently and effectively. Learning can be both
formal and informal, punctuated by brain-
storming, inter-school and intra-school ac-
tivities, workshops, problem-based and proj-
ect-based learning. Culminating in the con-
sequent evaluation, this will herald a new
era where we would hone children in criti-
cal thinking, problem-solving, and effective
leadership skills.

Virtual collaborative learning can sound
daunting and tedious. However meticulous
planning and crafting pathways with long-
term vision will help us leave an indelible
mark on young minds. Effective collabora-
tion can be achieved by setting realistic goals,
relationship building, and measuring achieve-

ments comprehensively and continuously.
Collaborative learning contributes large-

ly to confidence building, boosting self-es-
teem, developing communication skills and
social skills. This would enable the diligent
application of 21st-century skills coupled

with an academic finesse 
We at GIS, as a team went

against all odds to make collab-
orative learning an outstanding
success. The Gopalan Model
United Nations and Excellentia-
a literary fest that brought to-
gether more than 800 partici-
pants, was truly collaborative.
Inhouse debates, quizzes, inter-
active workshops kept the stu-
dents infused with an eagerness
to learn with responsibility and

a good degree of enjoyment.
GIS has initiated the " Leadership Acad-

emy", a premium and prestigious venture
whereby the Institution plans to train stu-
dents in 21st century skills and make them
future-ready and leaders to reckon with. This
will serve as a platform for students to real-
ize their full potential. We plan to execute fa-
cilitation through collaborative methods in-
cluding networks, coalitions, strategic al-
liances by setting age-specific goals. All these
methods will bring together individual
strengths, creativity, and honest and open
communication.

They say, and rightly so, "Where there is
a will, there is a way". We as crusaders take
our students on an inexorable journey to suc-
cess and realization of dreams.

In conclusion, harnessing skill-building,
high-order thinking, oral communication
skills, and self-management will take virtu-
al classrooms to a greater height with great
panache.

Sita Shankar, principal, Gopalan
International School

PRINCIPALSPEAK

January 13, 2021 was an exciting day
for us at class as we got to interact
with renowned theatre personality of

Kannada television and amateur theatre
Madhuri K Shivangi.  Our teacher had invit-
ed her to our class after we
completed a chapter which
dealt with the problems of
an actor. 
We had prepared a list of
questions we wished to ask
her. The interactin began
with us playing a small pres-
entation on the actor's child-
hood, her initial performanc-
es and her achievements. 
During our interaction, she
revealed she was always more inclined
towards performing arts, rather than aca-
demics. She attended classes and acting
workshops to develop her skills. 
With a broad smile she answered our most
curious question, "What do you do if you
forget a dialogue during the perform-
ance?" She told us that her co-actors on
the stage come to her rescue by repeating
their dialogue in a different manner or in a
way which would make her quickly remem-
ber her dialogue. She also added that with
thorough practice over many days or some-

times months, such situations seldom
arise. 
On expectations from the audience when a
play is enacted, she said actors prepare
and act with zero expectation. “The reac-

tion of the audience sometimes
is most unexpected. Some people
laugh for serious scenes in the
play while some stay serious
even during comedy plays.”
Every performance and play
brings into her a new wave of
energy, she said, adding she
loves all the roles and characters
she has played so far, just like a
mother who gives equal love to

all her children. 
On our request, she enacted a small dia-
logue from one of her plays, Bannada Rani.
Her short but captivating enactment took
us to another world. 
Her parents are her biggest inspirations.
With much pride, she told us how her
father's advice to lead a passionate and
honest life brought her a long way. 
We all not only enjoyed speaking with
Madhuri but also gained a lot of knowledge
about the life of a theatre artist. 
Sharvani Mysoremath, class IX, Sishu Griha
Senior School

Taking a peek into the 
life of a theatre artist

ARTISTIC FUSION - A Sahithi, class VI, HAL Public School

BY THE WATERFALL - Manisha A , class VIII, Samsidh MLZ School LOVELY TRESSES - Nishitha P Jain, class VIII, Samsidh MLZ School 

LORD SHIVA -  Dhairya Khanna, class V, DPS Whitefield

The school always strives to
inculcate a sense of responsibili-
ty and commitment among the

students, preparing them to don the
mantle of leadership and responsibili-
ty and carry it out with utmost dedi-
cation. A solemn investiture ceremo-

ny was organized on February 20,
2021.  The student band team wel-
comed the chief guest Lieutenant N
Srinivasan, NCC, Kongadiyappa
College and chairman of the institu-
tion Subramanya A. 
A spirit of unity and dynamism filled
the air as the ceremony commenced
with the invocation and welcome
dance.
Receiving their prestigious badges

and sashes from the chief guest, the
chairman and principal Nagaratna N
Palan, the newly elected student
council members pledged to work
honestly and uphold the honour and
glory of the institution while. The
principal administered the oath to the
student council members. Head boy
Charan M H, head girl Lasya J, deputy

head boy Nikhil Gowda H, deputy
head girl Keerthana L, the captains
and vice-captains of the houses stood
tall as they held their flags, as they
prepared to bring many more laurels
to the institution.
The chief guest in his speech spoke
about leadership roles and responsi-
bilities. He encouraged students to

always walk on the correct path and
to be the change. The chairman
focussed on the responsibilities of the
student council and its importance.
It was a proud moment for all the
parents to witness their children
being invested with their responsibili-
ties while embarking on a new jour-
ney as leaders.

INVESTITURE CEREMONY

Students take up leadership roles

M S V PUBLIC SCHOOL,
DODDABALLAPUR

"A leader is the one who knows the
way, goes the way and shows the
way." 

The spirit of SKEI reverberated
resoundingly on February 19,
2021 as the school celebrated

the culmination of Student Council
Elections with the investiture cere-

mony to inculcate the leadership
skills in students and to make them
an integral part of school administra-
tion.  Established in 1931, SKEI has
stood the tests of time as a harbinger
of change in society and has been in
the forefront of producing responsi-
ble citizens for over 90 years.
Decorated serving soldier of the
Indian Army Col HR Sunil was the
chief guest. Honorary secretary V K
Surendra, school management vice-

president Srinivas Kuppa, assistant
secretary Anuradha K P and principal
Mousumi Basu were part of the cere-
mony.    
The ceremony was met with great
enthusiasm as the students' efforts
to revive the school spirit paid off.
Keeping in mind the ensuing pandem-
ic, the ceremony was held in the open
arena (Muktangan), a playground sur-

rounded by trees, which was a wel-
come change for the students pres-
ent.
The elected students were brimming
with excitement to take up their lead-
ership roles with the oath taking cer-
emony. The shared responsibility of
school captainship fell upon Zoya Ain
and Zoya S Baig, followed by the
sports captains Azhan Shariff and Sai

Varun and the cultural captains Nisha
Rai and Navyashree. Two representa-
tives each of the four houses, namely
Kadamba, Chalukya, VijayaNagara,
Rashtrakuta were chosen to carry
forward the duties of the houses. The
school captain along with the vice-
captain took an oath to abide by the
rules and to be the guiding light for
all the fellow students of the school.  
Event anchor Thaniya of class X
enthralled the audience with her bril-
liant oratory skills. The principal
apprised the audience of the
astounding achievements of chief
guest Col HR Sunil. A motivating
speech from Col HR Sunil on "what it
means to be a leader and what it
takes to be a leader" energized the
students. 
The ceremony concluded with a
heartfelt 'vote of thanks' by head girl
Zoya Ain. 
The entire ceremony was telecast live
on social media and watched by all
the parents from the safety of their
homes. 

SMT KAMALABAI
EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION



Q1:
In the 2018 US Open
women’s singles final, who

derailed Serena Williams to
become the first player from
Japan to win a Grand Slam
singles title?
a) Yurika Sema  ❑ b) Aiko Nakamura  ❑

c) Ayumi Morita  ❑ d) Naomi Osaka  ❑

Q2:
Who holds the record of
most catches in ICC Men’s

T20 World Cup? 
a) AB de Villiers  ❑ b) Dwayne Bravo  ❑

c) David Warner  ❑ d) Martin Guptill  ❑

Q3:
Who won the 2019 Davis
Cup Award of Excellence?

a) Emilio Sánchez  ❑ b) David Ferrer  ❑

c) Ivan Lendl  ❑ d) Yannick Noah  ❑

Q4:
Which Indian cricketer
has played most matches

as captain in Men’s World Cup? 
a) Sourav Ganguly  ❑ b) Kapil Dev  ❑

c) MS Dhoni  ❑ d) Mohammad Azharuddin  ❑

Q5:
In the history of
Wimbledon, who was the

first overseas Champion?

a) Dorothea Lambert  ❑

b) Josiah Ritchie  ❑

c) May Sutton  ❑

d) Norman Brookes  ❑

Q6:
After Mithali Raj, which
Indian has played most

matches as captain in Women’s
World Cup?   

a) Anju Jain  ❑ b) Jhulan Goswami  ❑

c) Diana Edulji  ❑ d) Shantha Rangaswamy  ❑

Q7:
Which of the following
countries won the 2019

Davis Cup tournament? 
a) Australia  ❑ b) Spain  ❑

c) the United States  ❑

d) the United Kingdom  ❑

Q8:
Who is the youngest 
hat-trick scorer in the

history of UEFA Champions
League?
a) Raheem Sterling  ❑ b) Luiz Adriano  ❑

c) Raúl González  ❑ d) Olivier Giroud  ❑

Q9:
Messi and Ronaldo apart,
who become the first

attacker to win the Best FIFA
Men’s Player award since

Ronaldinho in 2005?
a) Robert Lewandowski  ❑

b) Raúl González  ❑

c) Luis Suárez  ❑ d) Sergio Agüero  ❑

Q10:
Who won the 2015 US
Open men’s doubles title?

a) Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas Mahut  ❑

b) Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Farah  ❑

c) Mike Bryan and Jack Sock  ❑

d) Jean-Julien Rojer and Horia Tecau  ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Mithali Raj
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ANSWERS: 1 d) Naomi Osaka   2 a) AB de Villiers

3 b) David Ferrer   4 d) Mohammad Azharuddin

5 c) May Sutton   6 d) Shantha Rangaswamy

7 b) Spain   8 c) Raúl González

9 a) Robert Lewandowski

10 a) Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas Mahut
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When the four-match series between India and England started, cricket fans were expecting to be enthralled by the quality of
cricket on display. While the contests have been entertaining, the pitches on offer have also hogged quite a bit of limelight

UNSURE FOOTWORK AGAINST SPIN
➨ Most of the former
English cricketers like Al-
istair Cook, Michael
Vaughan and Andrew
Strauss have questioned In-
dia’s need to produce such
rank turners. But again the
question remains if rank
turners really reduce the
contest between bat and
ball or is it the batsmen
who are losing their abili-
ty to play the turning ball
and making spinning
tracks look unplayable?

➨ If green tops require a
certain skill set, then the
rank-turners also require
the same. Which ball turns
and which one goes
straight is a simple ques-
tion in cricketing books
and all the batters prepare
for it from the very start
when they go to coaching
schools or academies. But
it is about putting those
hours of training into play
at the crease.

➨ When playing on turn-
ing tracks, batters are re-
quired to be confident about
their footwork. But looking
at all the dismissals in the
third Test, most of them

saw batters in two minds on
whether they should stay
on the front foot or go back
to the balls which mostly
skidded through after
pitching.

➨ This is a fact that even
Sunil Gavaskar spoke
about during his commen-
tary stint. Most of the Eng-
lish batsmen were caught
pressing forward and as a
result, they were either
bowled or caught plumb in
front of the wicket.

➨ When one looks at the
third Test once again, they
will notice that only a
handful of the deliveries
were turning sharply and
there was nothing that
kicked up at an alarming
rate. The pitch also did not
offer invariable bounce
and the batters were able
to leave the ball on length.

➨ If anything, the pink-
ball has extra lacquer on
it, and that may have made
the ball skid more. And
this is a point which was
highlighted by Rohit Shar-
ma and Joe Root after the
third Test came to an end.

➨ One needs to ask why
does it seem like the world
comes to an end when there
is a little bit of assistance
for the spinners from day
one of a Test match? Noth-
ing in the rule book re-
stricts the degree of turn
that a pitch is allowed to
take. But no sooner does a
sub-continent wicket take
a bit of turn, eyebrows are
raised, mostly unnecessary.

➨ England skipper Joe
Root did not openly criti-
cise the pitch, but he did
say, “If I am getting a fifer,
it pretty much sums up the
pitch”.

➨ One doesn’t need to be
a genius to read between
the lines and understand
what Root truly opines
about the pitch. But credit
to the current England
management that none
have come out openly to use
the pitch as an excuse for
the loss.

➨ Kohli suggested that the
batting from both sides was
not up to the mark in the
third Test and he went on
to give a clean chit to the 22
yards on offer. It is safe to
say that Kohli is not en-
tirely wrong.

➨ Even, Rohit Sharma
suggested that the pitch was
good to bat on and there
were no demons. The right-
handed opener hit 66 runs
in the first innings and he
did not look in any sort of
trouble in the second as he
smashed boundaries at will
to take India home in style
while chasing 49.

➨ In fact, England open-
ing batsman Zak Crawley
also scored a fifty in the
first innings and he looked
quite comfortable at the
crease. Man of the Match
Axar Patel has made it
clear that he wouldn’t mind
the same wicket for the
fourth Test.

POOR BATTING OR BAD PITCHES?

I somehow find it funny that when they

speak about the surface, it

immediately gets quoted all over in our

press and this is the issue here. There

have been instances, we

have been to New

Zealand, where

both the Tests got

over in a total of

five days. There is

a video doing the

rounds where Virat

Kohli is talking in South

Africa and he says I am not here to talk

about the pitch. That is how we have

been taught to play cricket, that’s why

I say let them sell thoughts, buying is

our choice.

R ASHWIN, INDIAN SPINNER

It was not a pitch where the ball was

misbehaving constantly.

Nothing was kicking up

alarmingly. Neither

was there any

great invariable

bounce that the

ball would shoot.

Here, the bounce was

actually true, almost.

Yes, there was spin but Test match

batsmen should be able to handle the

turn or the straighter ones. Challenging,

but not treacherously challenging. If you

look at the dismissals, the batsmen have

contributed to their own downfall. More

than the pitch, it was about the mindset

which did them in. Rohit Sharma’s

batting in both innings showed you could

score runs on this pitch.

SUNIL GAVASKAR, 

FORMER INDIA CAPTAIN

We play on seaming wickets around the

world and get bowled out for 47, 60.

Nobody ever says a thing. But as soon as it

starts spinning,

everyone in the

world seems to

start crying

about it. I don’t

get it. I’m all for

it, it was

entertaining. I was

up all night watching it. It

was absolutely brilliant. I’m thinking about

bringing that curator out to the SCG.

NATHAN LYON, AUSTRALIAN SPINNER

Was it a good pitch for batting, NO. It

was difficult, challenging for any

batsmen irrespective of how good you

are. But is it a bad pitch? No, I don’t

think so. This might not be a 350-400

run pitch but it surely wasn’t a 200-250-

run pitch. What was disappointing for me

was, the scores were

also a reflection

of your batting

skills against a

turning pitch,

whether it was

the Indian

batsmen or English

batsmen. Both set of batsmen should

have applied themselves better on a

pitch like that.

DEEP DASGUPTA, FORMER INDIA

WICKETKEEPER

England looked like startled rabbits in that

second innings. I don’t think it was an 81 all

out pitch but this was

a much tougher

pitch than

Chennai.

Especially on

this pitch, where

one spins

prodigiously and the

other skids on, you lose all kind of rhythm.

That’s what successive Test matches on

these sorts of pitches do for your mindset.

NASSER HUSSAIN, FORMER

ENGLAND CAPTAIN

THIS (MOTERA) MIGHT NOT BE A 350-400 RUN PITCH BUT 

IT SURELY WASN'T A 200-250-RUN PITCH

Regarded as one of the best

all-rounders in the game 

currently, Ben Stokes has been

dismissed 11 times by R Ashwin

Seaming tracks are accepted,
not turning ones
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