
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Afirst of its kind, the virtual In-
ter-BVM Global Model Unit-
ed Nations event was held on

December 18, 2020. Students of class-
es VIII and IX participated in vari-
ous committees including the World
Health Organization, UN Environ-
ment Program, UN Security Council
and the International Press.

Srivatsan of class VIII secured
the Best Delegate Prize in the UN Se-
curity Council committee, Eyati and
Tejaswi of class IX received the Best
Article prize in the International
Press Committee.

The delegates represented coun-
tries across the globe such as Japan,
Israel, Pakistan, China, Lebanon, In-
dia, Maldives, South Korea, to name

a few. It was a day long event where
topics debated ranged from Covid-19,
the new normal and universal health-
care by WHO committee, Israel- Pales-
tinian conflict and South-China Sea
conflict by the UN Security Council,

sustainable development by UN En-
vironment Program and Freedom of
the Press, along with biased media
and its impact by the international
press.

The young delegates of this nov-

el virtual MUN event experienced the
art of diplomatic exchanges between
countries at the world forum. It was
one more feather in the cap in the dig-
ital learning arena that we all wit-
nessed in the academic year 2020-21.

H
ave you ever wondered how a
banana plant could teach us les-
sons for life? Here are a few, read

and incorporate them in your life …..
 A banana plant is not very strong as it
has short and week roots. However, it is
able to hold a large cluster of bananas,
big or small. In the same way, we may
not be very strong physically or mentally,
but we should have a heart strong
enough to overcome problems and hur-
dles in life. 
 Most trees drop their dried leaves
when they new ones sprout, but it is not
the case with banana plants. We do not
find dried banana leaves lying around on
the ground. Yes, that is because instead
of dropping the dried leaves, they just
allow the old ones to hang about below
the new ones. Similarly when we get new
friends we should not leave or forget our
old friends.
 Though the banana plant is not an
ornamental and hence not very popular,
wherever it is grown, (mainly in India),
every part of the plant is used. The
leaves are used as plates, the flower and
trunk is used as ingredients in curries,
the nutritious sweet fruit it produces
gives instant energy, the fiber from the

dried leaves is used to make yarn, dried
stem is used to make disposable contain-
ers. Importantly the plant has a special
place in Hindu religious ceremonies.
Similarly, we may not be famous, but we
should be of immense use to society and
people around us. 
 Most of you must have seen the enor-
mous banana leaves. Since the leaf is
itself so huge, obviously the amount of
oxygen produced is also massive. This
oxygen is very vital for our life.  So, in
the same way, we must be like the
banana leaf and always help others live
in whatever manner possible. 
 Most plants require regular watering,
but the banana plant does not require
frequent watering. It requires water once
in four days or so.  Yet the yield is abun-
dant. Same way, we must not be
obsessed with only our welfare and
needs but must think of others and help
them as much as possible. 
These five important lessons of life we
learn from a simple banana plant can
help us lead our lives holistically. We
must keenly observe our surroundings,
understand and learn from nature. 
Rosemary George, class VII, Delhi Public
School, Whitefield

As is often said, ‘Today’s youth is tomor-
row’s nation’. Today’s youth, our students,
play a vital role in society and how it is
shaped generation after generation. The
formative years of an individual are when
they are still students and in the care of
schools. It is a crucial time of one’s life.
What is being sown today is what shall be
reaped later. It goes without saying that
students are the resources a country has
to nurture and invest on for its survival
and progress.  The attitudes and moral
health of the younger generation plays an
important role in the future of a society
and hence it is of utmost importance that
no stone is left unturned in providing the
best for this section of the society. The
year 2020, however, has brought in an
unprecedented situation where the basic
necessity of a student, education, has
been put to test.
There have been a lot of upheavals in
each one of our lives, and for the stu-
dents it has meant drastic changes with
the onset of online classes. It was new to
both the students and teachers. Though
at first, students floundered like ships
without anchors, it is admirable how they
soon adapted to the situation. The inbuilt
survival instinct came to the forefront
and they battled the situation, winning
against the odds. The journey in the past
year has seen a lot of glitches. Students
have had to face anomalies which were
non-existent in the past. The road defi-
nitely has not been smooth but as the
saying goes, ‘There is good in every evil.’ 
Creativity at its very best is what we are
all witnessing these days. Technology is
being used with utmost ingenuity by
teachers and students alike. Students have
learnt to make the most of what is avail-
able to them in the most productive way. 
Covid has taught lessons that are phe-
nomenal, which will undoubtedly have a
far reaching impact on the lives of stu-

dents. First and foremost, it has taught
them the strength of humanity and love.
It has brought in the realisation that
one’s strength lies in being a part of a
community. It has taught them the signifi-
cance of every little thing that was till
now taken for granted. It has taught that
it only needs a small virus for everything
to go haywire and the power of apprecia-
tion and gratitude for what we have in
hand.  It has thus highlighted the impor-
tance of relationships, be it the relation-
ship one shares with the family, teachers
or society. Needless to say, the online
classes have manifested a yearning in
students for the physical presence of
teachers and classrooms. Not only has
Covid taught them about the power of
relationships, but has also strengthened
the resilience to adapt to tough situa-
tions.
I would like to conclude with a small note
on the prominence of time in one’s life.
It’s good to always remember that ‘Time’
has only one direction - forward and
hence has to be put to best use. Students
should learn to appreciate life today and
make the best of what it has to offer.
They should try consciously to bring light
into the lives of others by being mindful
of what they say or do. They should work
hard with dedication, striving tirelessly
towards their goals and endeavour to be
the best edition of themselves.
Shobha Rajiv, principal, HAL Public School

Acounselling session,
Yuva Spandana, was
held for the students on

February 18, 2021.  
Counsellor Janaki Mahesh
enlightened students of class-
es VIII, IX and X about various
topics such as exam prepara-
tion, time management, rela-

tionships, safety, importance
of school education, growth,
healthy lifestyle and emo-
tions!

Be mindful of time; bring
light into others’ lives

Banana plant a great role
model, teaches us values

Diplomatic exchanges, debates at virtual MUN

BVM GLOBAL SCHOOL

Counselling session
for students held

ST JOHN'S
SCHOOL,

KEMPAPURA,

Goblins and witches descend on the school
Slappy, Batman, Vampire,

Green Goblin descended upon
the school. Wonder how!  Stu-

dents of classes III to V took part

in a fancy dress competition on the
theme Witches, Wizards, Ghosts
and Goblins. The costumes and ac-
cessories of their favourite char-
acters complemented their per-
sonalities - a veritable Cosplay with
wholehearted participation from
the enthusiastic students.

NATIONAL PUBLIC
SCHOOL, ITPL

1 BUTTERFLIES: A Sahithi, class VI, 
HAL Public School

2 ATTRACTIVE BLOSSOM: Arshiya Bilal, class IV, 
Greenfield Public School

3 VILLAGE SCENE: Botcha Pranav, class VI, 
H A L Public School

4 WONDER OF NATURE: : Sreenidhi, class VI, 
Vishwa Vidyapeeth
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Djokovic dismantles Medvedev
to win 9th Australian Open

It’s the Serb’s third consecutive title at Melbourne Park

and puts him on 18 grand slam wins, just two behind

Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer for the all-time record

I
n the quest for the record-
extending ninth Aus-
tralian Open title, World
No. 1 Novak Djokovic
crossed swords with Rus-
sia’s Daniil Medvedev in

the final of the Australian Open
2021 on Sunday at the iconic
Rod Laver Arena. Djokovic, who
last won a Grand Slam a year
ago, thrashed Medvedev in
straight sets to capture his 18th
Grand Slam title.

Dubbed as one of the great-
est players of all time, Djokovic
defeated the Russian 7-5, 6-2,
and 6-2 to bag an unprece-
dented ninth Australian Open
title at the Melbourne Park on

Sunday. Defending his Aus-
tralian Open crown in the first
Grand Slam event of the 2021
season, the World No.1 had to
brave an injury scare before
reaching the business end of
the elite competition.

The Serbian ace thrashed
Aslan Karatsev in the semi-fi-
nal to set a date with Medvedev
for the summit clash. Even
though the summit clash was
tipped to be an absolute slob-
ber knocker of a final,
Djokovic made the final a one-
sided affair by ending
Medvedev’s 20-match winning
streak in the Australian Open
final 2021.
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5 TALKING POINTS
FROM INDIA’S T20I SQUAD

Q1:
After Jacques Kallis, who
won most Player of the

Match awards in Test cricket?
a) Shane Warne  ❑ b) Richard Hadlee  ❑

c) Imran Khan  ❑ d) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑

Q2:
In which year did Simona
Halep become the 25th

WTA player to reach No. 1? 
a) 2015  ❑ b) 2016  ❑ c) 2017  ❑ d) 2018  ❑

Q3:
Shahid Afridi holds the
record for most wickets in

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup. How
many wickets has he taken?
a) 39  ❑ b) 40  ❑ c) 38  ❑ d) 41  ❑

Q4:
Who is the only woman to
win Olympic medals 20

years apart? 
a) Kelly Holmes  ❑ b) Larissa Latynina  ❑

c) Svetlana Khorkina  ❑ d) Birgit Fischer  ❑

Q5:
After Sachin Tendulkar,
who has won the most

Player of the Series awards in
One Day Internationals?

a) Sanath Jayasuriya  ❑ b) Virat Kohli  ❑

c) Shaun Pollock  ❑ d) Chris Gayle  ❑

Q6:
Who won the 2011 NBA
Coach of the Year award?

a)  Scott Brooks  ❑ b) Mike Brown  ❑

c) Byron Scott  ❑ d) Tom Thibodeau  ❑

Q7:
Rafael Nadal won a gold medal
at his first Olympic games

in 2008 at Beijing. Which Olympic
medallist did he beat in the final?
a) Stan Wawrinka  ❑ b)  Fernando Gonzalez  ❑

c) Novak Djokovic  ❑ d) James Blake  ❑

Q8:
Who holds the record for
most ODI catches in Asia Cup? 

a) Aravinda de Silva  ❑

b) Younis Khan  ❑

c) Mahela Jayawardene  ❑

d) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑

Q9:
In which year did
Muhammad Ali retire from

boxing with a professional record of
56 wins and five losses?
a) 1984  ❑ b) 1983  ❑ c) 1982  ❑ d) 1981  ❑

Q10:
After Ricky Ponting,
who has played most

matches as captain in One Day
Internationals?
a) Allan Border  ❑ b) Stephen Fleming  ❑

c) MS Dhoni  ❑ d) Arjuna Ranatunga  ❑

Q11:
In which year did Novak
Djokovic complete the

career Grand Slam, ousting Andy
Murray in the Roland Garros final?
a) 2016  ❑ b) 2017  ❑ c) 2018  ❑ d) 2019  ❑

Q12:
During which Olympics
was Muhammad Ali

chosen to light the flame at the
Opening Ceremony?
a) 1980 Moscow Olympics  ❑

b) 1988 Seoul Olympics  ❑

c) 1992 Barcelona Olympics  ❑

d) 1996 Atlanta Olympics  ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Rafael Nadal
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ANSWERS: 1 d) Muttiah Muralitharan

2 c) 2017   3 a) 39   4 d) Birgit Fischer

5 a) Sanath Jayasuriya   6 d) Tom Thibodeau

7 b)Fernando Gonzalez    8 c) Mahela Jayawardene

9 d) 1981   10 b) Stephen Fleming   11 a) 2016

12 d) 1996 Atlanta Olympics

I
van Dodig and Filip Polasek
upset defending champions
Joe Salisbury and Rajeev
Ram to win the Australian

Open men’s doubles title Sun-
day, their first as a team. The
Croat-Slovak combination,
seeded nine, proved too strong
for the British-American fifth
seeds, outlasting them 6-3, 6-4

on Rod Laver Arena. “Amaz-
ing memories. This is our

first Grand Slam as a
team and we’re having
a lot of fun. I hope it
continues,” said Dodig.
Their win deprived
Salisbury and Ram

from becoming the first
pair to successfully de-

fend their crown at Mel-
bourne Park since Bob and
Mike Bryan won three in
a row from 2009-11. AFP

Ivan Dodig, Filip Polasek
win Men’s doubles title
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5 TALKING POINTS
FROM INDIA’S T20I SQUAD

1

➨ In a rather surprising move, the se-
lectors seem to have taken the gloves off
KL Rahul as the BCCI’s squad clearly men-
tions Ishan Kishan and Rishabh Pant for
that role. The decision can be debated as
the team management backed Rahul for
the job for one complete year and also
dropped Rishabh from the squad. The sud-
den change has come as a big surprise
and it will be interesting to see if the man-
agement makes the change going ahead.
Rahul is likely to keep the gloves in 50-
over cricket.

PANT MAKES

WHITE-BALL

RETURN AGAIN

2

➨ The young wicketkeeper-batsman has
only been part of the national team for
the past 4 years but Rishabh has made a
number of returns in the white-ball team.
On occasions, he has been dropped with-
out being given enough chances. For the
Australia tour as well, he was dropped
without being given a chance. His red-ball
form is too good to be ignored and the se-
lectors had no other option but to recall
him into the T20I squad. Rishabh has
played 16 ODIs and 28 T20Is since his de-
but in 2017.

IPL PERFORMERS

AWARDED BY

SELECTION PANEL 

3

➨ The selectors have rewarded IPL per-
formers. Architect turned leg-spinner
Varun Chakravarthy was picked by Kings
XI Punjab in 2019 but released at the end
of the season. Picked by KKR last year,
Chakravarthy ended as one of the top 10
wicket-takers. Rahul Tewatia made his
mark with some spectacular batting for
Rajasthan Royals, including five sixes in
an over. Batsman Suryakumar Yadav and
wicketkeeper-batsman Ishan Kishan were
standout performers for MI, who won a
fifth title last year.

PANT SET TO 

COMPETE AGAINST

FORMER CAPTAIN

4

➨ Rishabh has returned to the T20I side
but where will the captain fit him? The
23-year-old will have to compete against
his former U-19 captain, Kishan, for a spot
in the playing XI. Before his Test debut,
Rishabh was below Kishan in the peck-
ing order as selectors named only one
wicketkeeper for the ‘A’ series. He pipped
Kishan to make his Test debut in 2018 and
may be preferred over the Mumbai Indi-
ans’ batsman in the T20 series as well.
Rishabh was Kishan’s deputy at the 2016
U-19 World Cup.

FITNESS

ISSUES STILL

PLAGUE INDIA

5

➨ One of the major talking points is the
fitness issues. The likes of Ravindra Jade-
ja, Manish Pandey and Mohammed Sha-
mi missed out on selection due to fitness
issues. Having fresh faces does reflect the
depth in Indian cricket but absence of
regulars also means India haven’t been
able to ink on a perfect squad for the T20
World Cup. The Men in Blue are still un-
decided on finishers and the second spin-
ner to partner Yuzvendra Chahal. For Aus-
tralia, lead spinner Chahal was kept out
of playing XI once.

The BCCI on Saturday

announced a 19-member T20

squad for the five-match series

against England, which kicks

off on March 12. The Chetan

Sharma-headed selection panel

handed maiden call-up to 3

players while they dropped 2

players, Sanju Samson and

Kuldeep Yadav, from the

roster which toured Australia

INDIA’S SQUAD
Virat Kohli (Capt), Rohit Sharma

(vc), KL Rahul, Shikhar Dhawan,

Shreyas Iyer, Suryakumar Yadav,

Hardik Pandya, Rishabh Pant (wk),

Ishan Kishan (wk), Y Chahal, Varun

Chakravarthy, Axar Patel, W Sundar,

R Tewatia, T Natarajan, Bhuvneshwar

Kumar, Deepak Chahar, Navdeep

Saini, Shardul Thakur

Ishan Kishan

Ivan Dodig and Filip Polasek beat defending champions Joe Salisbury and

Rajeev Ram 6-3, 6-4 in the final to win the men’s doubles title

I would like to return nice words to

Daniil. First of all class act. You’re a

great guy. We used to spend more time

together, we used to practise in

Monaco. You don’t call me anymore.

He’s a great guy but on the court he’s

one of the toughest guys I’ve faced. It’s

only a matter of time before you hold

a Grand Slam.

NOVAK DJOKOVIC

SELECTORS TAKE

GLOVES OFF

KL RAHUL
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