
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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The teachers shared their excite-
ment of reading aloud and shar-
ing stories with their students

as they celebrated World Read Aloud
Day on February 3, 2020. 
Teachers of classes I to VII spent the
first fifteen minutes of their class
narrating stories from age-appropri-
ate books. The students were made
aware that reading aloud and shar-
ing stories would benefit them by
increasing their empathy, developing
language skills and assisting them in
making human connections. The chil-
dren, already aware of different

kinds of books available for reading,
were given clarity on categories of
books they could choose, ranging
from action and adventure to sci-
ence fiction. 
The teachers brought the stories and
character to life in many different
ways. One of the teachers wore a
witch's hat while she read "Room on
the Broom", written by Julia
Donaldson. The little ones were fas-
cinated by the sound effects used by
the teacher, like the swoosh of a

broom. The students were so
involved in the story that Lakshmi
Ananya excitedly showed a little pea
plant that she had grown. Their
enthusiasm made the session more
enjoyable. 
Students were enraptured by
"Granny's Sari", written by Asha
Nehemiah; "Nayana and the not-so-
scary Owl", written by Anita
Vachharajani, the murder mystery,
"The Carew Murder Case", an
extract from R. L. Stevenson's "The
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde" and he "The Lumber-Room"
by Saki. The teachers read the sto-
ries with animated gestures and
used voice modulation to bring the
characters, settings and the plot to
life! One teacher donned a
Rajasthani Safa (turban), to read a
story set in Rajasthan. She played a
short Rajasthani folk tune before she
started reading "The Clever Tailor"
written by Srividya Venkat. In anoth-
er class the students were captivat-

ed by "The Ransom of Red Chief",
written by O Henry, a comical story
about a ten-year-old boy who
becomes the bane of the lives of his
kidnappers who soon realize the
huge mistake they have made. 
Sahasara Malla was excited that she
remembered the teacher reading The
"Lumber-Room" by Saki when they
were in class VI.
The celebration was a success as
many students promised to read
aloud to their family and friends,
stories from their favourite books.

Drithi Ananthakrishnan
of class VIII of the
school was one of the

winners of the 'Cool

Presenter Award' in the
National Coding & Robotics
Challenge (NCRC). She creat-

ed a mock shopper's app
called 'shop safe'.

She enrolled in a robotics
programme to learn and
build robots and IOT in a
smart-class based learning
experience. She proved her
brilliance and skills in
advanced technologies,
developing an app for senior
NCRC that helps to find a
solution to issues faced by
people while shopping during
the current Covid situation.
Her efforts in learning were
ell appreciated.

A short trip that was
full of memories
To break the stress and boredom of

COVID-19, we planned a short trip to
Mysore. It is not very far from

Bangalore, and tt took us 5 hours getting
there. The journey  was exciting and fun as
we passed through many historical places
like Ramnagara - the Ramgad of hindi movie
'Sholay' fame; Channapatna which is well-
known for wooden toys ,  and Mandya - the
sugar factory of India. 
We had an exciting time at the most awe-
some Ranganathittu bird sanctuary, that is
home to many different birds. The sanctuary
is made up of 6 islets on the river Kaveri. We
took a boat ride on the river, which is con-
venient to view the birds from close quar-
ters. Apart from birds I also
saw bats sleeping, hanging
upside down on the trees. It
reminded me of Coronavirus!
We also encountered more
than 4 crocodiles while we
were was on the boat. And
they were just a few feet
away from me! I was mesmerized by this
experience. 
We got a peek into the life of Tipu Sultan
when we visited his birth place, the summer
palace, his tomb and finally the spot where
he was found dead. I got to ride on a horse.

At first the horse walked slowly, and after
the handler gave me some instructions on

how to stay steady, the horse started
going fast. I almost slipped off the

horse but got the hang of it. I
thoroughly enjoyed this

experience. 
The temple at

Chamundeshwari Hills was nice,
but it was scary to see that hardly anyone
was wearing their mask, apart from us. The
famous Mysore palace is really very big.
Interestingly, the descendants of the king
still live in the palace! That must be some-
thing special. 

WORLD READ ALOUD DAY

Teachers bring characters and settings to life 
THE BRIGADE SCHOOL, MAHADEVAPURA

Discussions, debates lead to reflecting, reminiscing
The World Read Aloud Day -

February 3 was a virtual intellec-
tual celebration at the school,

and a day to be immersed in books,
savour the stories read aloud and
unleash one's imagination. Teachers
read out stories to their students
with a difference this time. There
were virtual reading sessions with
intonation, modulation and diction!
The session started with an introduc-
tion on the significance of World
Read Aloud Day. The setting, genre,
style of writing and background of
author was also discussed. Students
got an insight into the stories too. 
A presentation on stories whetted
their appetite for reading. Students
interacted with their teachers and

discussions were replete with books
by same authors, stories with similar
endings. The fiction read out ranged
from 'Kali and the Rat Snake', 'Ani-
mal Wrestlers', 'Little Vinayak', 'The
Mystery Drone', "The Rooms of Many
Colours', 'The Flute Player', 'The
Open Window', 'The Lumber Room',
'Kabuliwala', to name a few. 
The pandemic has taught us many
lessons for a lifetime. One of them is
to rediscover the joy of reading.
Students vouched they read many
books during the lockdown. They
also weaved stories on their own.
The discussions and debates had
four salient offshoots, which were
reflecting, reminiscing, reproducing
and writing. 

THE BRIGADE SCHOOL, MALLESWARAM

Young learner shines at
robotics challenge

RYAN
INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL,
KUNDANHALLI 

And set the wind upon your
sails,
Allow the strong gusts to
pass on,
Let every inch of the mast
feel them,
For smooth breezes aren't
expected 
In the battlefield of deadly
waters.

Fret not! Fear not! For a captain's 
Doubt is the end of the crew's faith.
The sea stays awaiting to be tackled

And it's glory of pseudo-
torquise to
Be conquered with human
courage. 

But the waves wouldn't be van-
ished
Nor the wild thunders will go
dumb
So keep the speed and spirits
high,

Beat the oars with warmer hopes
And still believe the anchor on board. 

Abhishek Chris Gem, class XI, KV MEG & CENTRE

A VOYAGE TO VANQUISH

Countries, countries
Oh so many countries!
Around the world
Each has a different leader

Different countries people do like
from big to small, 
some of which have dykes
Some American, some European, some Asian
Oh why so much confusion?

People travel from place to place,
Carrying souvenirs each day ;
Some greedy take everything they see
And some help those who are needy.

To stop all this travel,
To say good-bye and part our ways ,
It brings a question to my mind
Where else to set afoot?
Disha Bhat, class V, Sherwood High

Dear beautiful eyes,
Why do you always deceive?
And believe all the lies.
You are there to perceive-
And not judge black to white.

Dear beautiful eyes,
Why do you Oh so often cry?
Making me wonder so many
times-
If you at least try to try,
And not show them how I die.

Dear beautiful eyes,
You make the world, look too
nice.

Maybe its time you show me
the price,
For every single view- 
Because no two day has the

same hue.

Ananya, class X, Presidency
School - NLO

My sister can be annoying, everything 
I do she wants to do it too.
It's hard to have a little sister
who 
Wants to be like you.

She follows me around the
house 
And wants to play pretend.
"I'm too big for that!" I say,
but I'll always be your friend.

"Go away and play, I have
Important things to do!"

Then before I knew it, my
Little sister grew.

I remember so many great
times we
Shared and wish that we
had more. 
Creating wonderful memo-
ries that will

Withstand time, that's what
friends are for.

Twinkle Kothari, class V, Greenwood
High Bannerghatta 

COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD

MY LITTLE SISTER

DEAR BEAUTIFUL EYES

On January 29, 2021, the school added
another feather to its cap. With great
pride and happiness the institution held

the launch of its "Leadership Academy". 
The endeavor takes into consideration the need

for integration of impactful leadership qualities
with academic excellence. It envisions mentor-
ship to students to gain new skills, strategies
and resources of their own leadership practice
and practice of their teams. Apart from the valu-
able and often immediate opportunities to
implement new practices, students will be able
to reflect on their experiences with co-learners

and program facilitators. 
After a dignified rendition of the Ganesha

Stothram, an invocation dance and a special
prayer, the programme was flagged off by prin-
cipal Sita Shankar. Director C Prabhakar, manag-
ing director at  Accenture India Ajay Vij, who
was the chief guest, chairman Bluebirch and co-
creator Isha Leadership Academy at Isha
Foundation Jeby Cherian participated in the
informative and zestful interaction with the stu-
dents of class X, inspiring them with their exem-
plary choices and ways of leading to a success-
ful life. 
The pilot sessions were displayed through a
video clip and explained by teachers Sharmila
Anilesh and Simmi Nair. The ceremony culminat-
ed with a livewire performance by the school
band the g-minors, followed by a vote of thanks
by Amutha Mary Edward.

Integrating leadership qualities with academics

GOPALAN INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL



ASHWIN, THE

HERO OF 

THE MATCH

ENGLAND HAMMERED
Here’s a quick look at some of the big factors that contributed to India’s win in the second Test

1
➤ After recording their biggest Test win against England, India
moved to the second spot on the ICC World Test Championship
points table. India are now behind only New Zealand, who have
already qualified for the final. India have 460 points and a PCT of
69.7 while England have slipped to the fourth spot on the table.

➤ India will have to win at least one more game of the remaining
two in the ongoing series, second after New Zealand, to qualify for
World Test Championship final. The final of the showpiece event will
be played at the iconic Lord’s Cricket Ground later this year.

INDIA MOVE TO 2ND SPOT IN WORLD
TEST CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

We were on the money this game in terms of
body language and what we wanted to do on the

field. The crowd makes a massive difference and
you push more as a team when the fans are behind
you. This game is an example of the grit and deter-
mination we’ve shown, and fans’ support is a big part of that.

I don’t think toss would’ve mattered much on this pitch. We beli-
eved we could score in the second innings and got almost 300. 

VIRAT KOHLI, India captain

R
Ashwin, in front of his home
audience, surpassed the likes
of Gary Sobers and Jacques
Kallis to become the second

most successful all-rounder in a Test
match, behind Ian Botham, in terms of
exemplary performance with both bat
and ball. Ashwin has now on three oc-
casions scored a ton and taken five wick-
ets in a Test. Botham had done it on five
occasions. After taking a fifer in the first
innings to bundle out England for 134,
Ashwin hammered his fifth Test ton in
India’s second innings, silencing the
critics of the Chepauk pitch, who felt
the track was just not possible to bat on.
The 34-year-old then took three wickets
in England’s second innings. The all-
rounder was rightfully adjudged Man
of the Match for his scintillating ton
and the 8-wicket haul in the Test.

AXAR PATEL

MAKES A DEBUT

TO REMEMBER

P
atel became the 9th Indian play-
er to take a five-wicket haul on
Test debut and only the second
left-arm spinner after Dilip

Doshi to take a five-for on debut. After the
third day’s play, he pointed the way for
bowlers on this surface that turned from
the first session itself. “You are getting
help from this wicket. So you don’t have
to do much. You don’t need variations.
This is what I am doing. I try to bowl in
the right places and the wicket takes care
of the rest,” said Patel, adding, “I know
accuracy is my strength. It helps a lot.
You just have to bowl as accurately as
possible.” The 27-year-old took 2 wickets
in the first innings and five-for in the sec-
ond (5/60). All 10 wickets in the second
innings fell to spin. Axar dismissed Dom
Sibley, nightwatchman Jack Leach, Joe
Root, Ollie Pope and Olly Stone.

ENGLAND TOP

ORDER HAD

ZERO IMPACT

T
he English batsmen, espe-
cially the top order, had no
answers to the Indian spin-
ners. In their first innings

(134 all out), their top 5 batsmen com-
bined made 49 runs. Wicket-keeper
batsman Ben Foakes, who batted at
number 7, was the top scorer in their
first innings with 42. In their second
innings, the top five batsmen com-
bined made 87 runs. In this innings,
Moeen Ali, who came out to bat at
number 9, was the top scorer, with 43.
Joe Root, who has been in phenome-
nal form could score a total of 39 runs
(6 & 33). Also, England really missed
James Anderson. Though this Chep-
auk track was a spinners’ paradise,
England did miss the services of their
all time leading Test wicket taker
James Anderson.

ROHIT SHARMA'S

BIG IMPACT AT

THE TOP

O
ne of the biggest positives
for India that came out of
this match was opener Ro-
hit Sharma finding form

again. After a not very impressive out-
ing in Australia, where his top score
was 52 (129 runs in 4 innings) and scores
of 6 and 12 in the first Test vs England
in this series, Rohit put on an absolute
batting masterclass at the top of the or-
der. He dealt with both pace and spin
with efficient ease on a difficult track,
scoring a big 161, before falling to Jack
Leach. With Shubman Gill falling for
a duck, Rohit’s big knock at the top
played a big role in ensuring that India
took full advantage of winning the toss
and put on a good first innings score
on the board. Virat Kohli, Ajinkya Ra-
hane and Rishabh Pant also made cru-
cial contributions with the bat.
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Axar Patel

grabbed maiden

five-for on debut

Q1:
Other than Sachin Tendulkar,
who is the only player to

have scored 14000 ODI runs?
a) Brian Lara  ❑ b) Ricky Ponting  ❑

c) Sanath Jayasuriya  ❑ d) Kumar Sangakkara  ❑

Q2:
After Muttiah Muralitharan,
which player has taken the

fastest 500 Test wickets? 
a) Courtney Walsh  ❑ b) Anil Kumble  ❑

c) Shane Warne  ❑ d) Glenn McGrath  ❑

Q3:
Who holds the record of
most UEFA European

Championship tournament
appearances as a captain?

a) Gianluigi Buffon  ❑ b) Andrea Pirlo  ❑

c) Giorgio Chiellini  ❑ d) Iker Casillas  ❑

Q4:
Which player has played
most matches as captain in

Test, ODI and T20I combined? 
a) Graeme Smith  ❑ b) Stephen Fleming  ❑

c) Ricky Ponting  ❑ d) MS Dhoni  ❑

Q5:
Which of the following
basketball players holds

NBA most assists by an individual
in a season record?

a) Magic Johnson  ❑ b) John Stockton  ❑

c) Michael Jordan  ❑ d) Karl Malone  ❑

Q6:
Ryan Giggs became the
oldest Olympic football

goalscorer in 2012. Against which

country did he score the goal? 
a) England  ❑ b) Germany  ❑

c)  United Arab Emirates  ❑ d) Argentina ❑

Q7:
Which player has won most
Player of Match awards in

Test, ODI and T20I combined?

a) Sachin Tendulkar  ❑ b) Jacques Kallis  ❑

c) Virat Kohli  ❑ d) Sanath Jayasuriya ❑

Q8:
Who holds the record for
second-most ODI wickets

in Asia Cup?
a) Chaminda Vaas  ❑ b) Lasith Malinga  ❑

c) Saeed Ajmal  ❑ d) Ajantha Mendis  ❑

Q9:
After Glenn McGrath, who
has taken most wickets in

ICC Men’s World Cup?  
a) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑ b) Wasim Akram  ❑

c) Mitchell Starc  ❑ d) Lasith Malinga  ❑

Q10:
Who is the first
individual to record

20,000 points, 8,000 assists and
2,000 steals in an NBA career?
a) Karl Malone  ❑ b) Michael Jordan  ❑

c) Shawn Kemp  ❑ d) Gary Payton ❑

Q11:
Who holds the record for
most goals scored in the

UEFA Women’s Champions
League?
a) Alex Morgan  ❑ b) Ada Hegerberg  ❑

c) Anja Mittag  ❑ d) Sara Däbritz  ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Ryan Giggs

ANSWERS: 1 d) Kumar Sangakkara

2 b) Anil Kumble   3 a) Gianluigi Buffon

4 d) MS Dhoni   5 b) John Stockton

6 c) United Arab Emirates   7 a) Sachin Tendulkar  

8 b) Lasith Malinga   9 a) Muttiah Muralitharan

10 d) Gary Payton   11 b) Ada Hegerberg
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