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YEAR OF REBUILDING
SIDDHARTH KOTHARI, class X, St
Joseph’s Boys High School, Bengaluru

2022: a year with many expectations.
About 2022, one thing I’m hopeful
about is that it becomes a “Year of

Rebuilding”.
These two
years of hia-
tus has
taught
humanity a
lot. It has
given us time
to ponder
about any
wrongdoings
which we
might have
done as citi-

zens of this world. And I hope 2022 is the
year where all of that can be corrected
along with an endeavour to bring every-
thing back to “Normal”. I look forward to
a year filled with excitement and growth,
free of all the disrupting circumstances.
My approach towards 2022 is an opti-
mistic and positive one. There might be
several situations acting as barriers
again, but this time, we’re a team where
everyone has a role to play.”

Please Be Good
As Oprah Winfrey famously said: “Cheers to a new year and another chance for us to get it right.” New year, new hope. Because

what is a New Year, if not a new beginning, a fresh start. For a lot of us 2022 is the year of hope, of a time when we may be
saying bye to the dark clouds of the last two years. We ask students and teachers to share what they are hopeful for in the New
Year and the one lesson that they will carry forward from 2021 into the new turn around the sun. So, on the first day of 2022,

here’s all you need to kickstart the year with a dollop of hope, oodles of joy and a shot of positivity

A RETURN TO
OPTIMISM
SEEMA RAMESH, teacher,
TOC H Public School,
Ernakulam

We look forward to
2022 being peaceful,
tranquil and

soothing. I believe that
somewhere human
beings lost the

feeling of optimism. Man is a social
animal and social distancing
made him emotionally
insecure. But let us keep
aside worries and fears
because I’m sure that
2022 has a lot in store to
make us feel jubilant. Let
us work together to get
back the joy that we lost
somewhere on the way.”

FOR BETTER HEALTH
NISHTHA
KHURMI, class
VI-B, Meridian
School,
Kukatpally,
Hyderabad

One les-
son that
we

learned in 2021
is that health is really wealth. We can
buy many things from money but
health can’t be bought. A healthy life
also makes our mind healthy. Our eat-
ing habits, sleeping habits, regular
exercise and a diet full of nutrients
make us healthy from body and mind
both. This lesson will definitely be our
resolution for 2022 to make it better
and prosperous so that no virus can

affect us like before.”

A TIME TO HEAL
MANINI SHAH, class X, Udgam School,
Ahmedabad

After the 2 unpredictable 
years, I hope this year
brings lots of abundance,

positivity, love, health, wealth,
prosperity and heals every
single person who has been

through some or the other
thing. In 2022, I am looking

forward to grabbing all the
possible opportunities that
may come in my life. I want
to be consistent at things
because consistency is
the key to success. I would
like to approach this year by being
happy, having confidence, believe in myself,
love myself a little extra every day, study, exercise,
read a book, chill, socialise but also spend some
time, heal, and make memories.”

FILL GAPS IN TEACHING
PRABJOTH BAHL, Primary Classes Coordinator,
Gitanjali Devashray, Hyderabad

The social interaction gap our students
suffered due to the pandemic needs to be
filled. Teaching subjects will help them

pass tests in school but I feel we need to
prepare our students for the future and to

help them do so I plan to hone their digital
literacy, communication and collaboration
skills. This pandemic has served as a

teacher for me so I decided to be a student
and learn from this adversity. Whenever I got
overwhelmed with technology and the
mechanics of online teaching I stepped back

and reconnected with my intention – my
passion for learning. It reminded me that
sometimes teachers need to be students.”

THE RETURN TO
NORMAL
KAVITA MARWAHA, History
teacher, Vidya Valley, Pune

Iam hopeful about life
coming back to normal
for everyone, in every

section of society. We
missed the laughter,

the get-togethers, the fun
trips to market places and most of

all, the company of our friends and dear
ones. I look forward to making these bonds

stronger again. The one lesson 2021 has taught
me is that love and support of family members
is the most important to survive any situation.
We were able to overcome this situation with
the mental and moral support of friends and
family. I have learnt to live in the present
and enjoy every small moment instead of
waiting for larger moments. We don’t know
what tomorrow has in store for us – so,
enjoy the present to the fullest.”

TIME FOR COMPASSION
RAJAT JAIN, class XI, DPS Rohini, Delhi

Last year witnessed the most brutal phase 
of the Covid-19, taking away the lives of
over 50 lakh Indians. The lesson I learnt

during this time of uncertainty and loss is that
it’s humanity, sympathy and generosity that
defines us as human. No matter what, we must
compassionately look out for one another with
all that we have.”

SMILE THROUGH CHALLENGES
KHEWA MALHOTRA, class XI, Carmel 
Convent School, Chandigarh

2021 as a year was a rollercoaster. A year where we
went through tough parts yet smiled as though
everything was fine. A year filled with pain, sorrow,

hurt, anxiety and depression, there were times it just didn’t
feel right, times where it felt like
we should give up. But life has its
ways of making us strong. This
year taught me that no matter
the hardships, if you just look
in the right direction and
calm yourself down by
simply breathing and
distracting yourself,
your problems would
have solutions. We
can smile when
facing a challenge
if we believe in
ourselves that we
won’t back
down.”

BETTER TIME
MANAGEMENT 
RAKSHIT DUBEY, class X, Zebar
School for Children, Ahmedabad

2021 was the year where we found
some normalcy. It taught me to
adjust to

changing time, with
hybrid modes and
new changes. It
taught me to find
time to take up new
hobbies. Time
management and
being patient were
the key mantras of
living in 2021 and
dealing with the
challenges, and this
is what I plan to take
along as I move into 2022. In 2022,
working on managing time, finding
new skills, and working on weaker
sides will be the key highlights.”

TO BE CONSISTENT
PLASMON DHAL, class X, Apeejay School,
Bhubaneswar

The year 2021 has 
been quite an
adventurous year

for me. It made me
realise that

start-
ing

some-
thing or having talent doesn’t

help. The cardinal aspect is
‘Consistency’. This does help in

succeeding. I look forward to
being consistent in 2022

and hustle towards
accomplishing my

ultimate goal
and especially

enjoying the
process.”

A RETURN TO 
BETTER HEALTH
PADMAJA LIMAYE, teacher, Fr
Agnel’s, Vashi, Navi Mumbai

Itruly want 2022 to be a year
which brings back good health
for one and all – people, organi-

sations, industry, education sector,
flora and fauna and every creation
on this planet. I sincerely pray for
the good health of all
of these. In the
past two
years the
world

has suffered more than ever. I pray
that the coming year brings joy to
everyone.”

TO BRIDGE THE
VIRTUAL GAP
AARTI PATIL, principal, Sadhu
Vaswani International School, Pune

Iam hopeful to connect with my
students in a physical
classroom. I am hopeful to see

cheerful happy innocent souls back
in our lives. I am hopeful that each
one will turn out to be a better
human being after going through a
series of trials during the
pandemic. I am looking forward to
leaving the past in its place and a
brighter future which will help us
to bridge the virtual gap.”

LIVE TO THE FULLEST
ADITYA DOLUI, class XI, Apeejay School,

Park Street, Kolkata

One important lesson that this year 
has taught me is “We must turn
our aspirations into our

descriptions”. For all we know we don’t
have forever to live. So living to the fullest
at any given moment is what we should aim
for, to try to enjoy each second…. for it is all we have for now.”

ADAPT TO CHANGES
ISHITA BASU, senior teacher, La Martiniere
Girls’ College, Lucknow

As an educator, 2021 taught me to always 
be ready to adapt as change is the only
constant. While the world came to

grips with the New Normal, we continued
with teaching over various platforms
because our prime concern always
remained the welfare of our students.
For 2022, I would wish everyone good
health and the power of discretion to
appreciate the value of knowledge
and relationships around us. I hope to
see a safe zone where children can
play and study without fear.”

START WITH
POSITIVITY
ABAHAN ROY, class XI,
Apeejay School, Park
Street, Kolkata

Again we are the 
end of this year
carrying many

experiences and events
which made few
stronger and few
weaker. But we all know
that the time doesn’t
wait for anyone so I am
looking forward to the next year with more
positivity to deal with the challenges
which are unexpected with the times.”

LET GO OF NEGATIVE
PEOPLE AND HABITS

URMILA
JITHESH,
class XII,
Bhavan’s Vidya
Mandir,
Elamakkara,
Ernakulam

Letting go of
people, things or
habits that bring

you distress is
something that 2021
taught me. We should
let go of anything that
makes you feel poorly

of yourself. In trying times like these, surround
yourself with things and people that make you
happy and blanket you with wholesomeness.”

ADAPT TO
EVERY 
SITUATION
VARADA SHENDYE, class X,
SSPM’s Sri Sri Ravishankar Vidya
Mandir, Borivali (E), Mumbai

The year 2021 taught me to adapt
to every situation that comes up
in my life. This year has observed

many changes in various fields,
especially education. It taught me to
accept whatever I have and to consider
the positive sides of everything. Doing
this, ultimately, gave me the strength
and courage to keep walking ahead.”

The New Year celebrations continue
online. For more students and teachers

quotes, check www.toistudent.com



2. ‘WHAT I LEARNT IN
LOCKDOWN’ BRUNCH

Most people tried their hand at learning a new
recipe in lockdown and quarantine life. Some-

one started baking while another learnt a compli-
cated desi dish. You can have a Quarantine Special
Sunday brunch at your home with each
family member preparing one dish
they learnt while staying at home
in 2020 and 2021. Take pictures when
the table is set and chomp on as you
set more food goals.

6. ONLINE MUSIC FEST

Time to bring out the rockstar in you! Get
some like-minded musician friends to

compose something or their own. Turn it
into a band and sing away at sunrise,
sunset – from your balcony,

porch, garden.

We have just said hello to New Year
and it’s the first week of 2022,
somewhere sunny, somewhere
snowing. Whichever place you stay
in, welcome the year in special
ways, despite cancelled parties and
new rules and restrictions due
to the Omicron threat outside.
How can you make up for it?
We give you ten exciting ideas
to welcome and enjoy new

beginnings in the
comfort and safety

of your home sweet
home 4. ORGANISE MOVIE

MARATHON

Set up a watch party event with
friends over the weekend for
binge watching previous se-

quels of Spidey movie.
Pop the popcorn, dim

the lights, and start
streaming. Since
most movie releases
went straight to the
small screen or a
streaming site this

year, it’s time to catch up
on those you missed.

7. DECORATE HOME WITH
GLOBAL TRADITIONS

Do you know that Greeks hang onions on
the doorway to welcome the new year? The

basic veggie is a symbol of rebirth in Greece
and is believed to promote growth throughout
the year. Other traditions you can include sprin-
kling salt on your doorstep to promote peace

like those in Turkey, baking bread like 
Armenians for good luck, etc. Choose from
what you think you will enjoy best.

9. VOLUNTEER 
THIS YEAR

If you’re able to, try volunteering 
locally at food banks, nursing homes

or animal shelters. Giving back to
those in need is a great way for new be-

ginnings. Call in advance, as some vol-
unteering opportunities may

have paused due to the ongoing
coronavirus spread. Do your re-

search and spend your 2022 in a way
that is not typically about par-
ty but what really warms up
your heart.

10. HAVE A FAMILY
PICNIC IN SUN

It could be your garden or a green space near your home.
Enjoy family time with good food and beverages, laugh-

ter and jokes, sunshine and love – shared in nature.
Such places are away from the madding crowd

that is not safe any-
more.

1. GO FOR OUTDOOR
PARTIES

Gather your friends from neighbourhood in your backyard
or housing society park and have a bonfire to sit around it

and share laughter and some toasty snacks with each other. It’s
easy to mask up in the cold – so, don’t forget to wear it in the 
excitement of meeting your buddies. Just be sure to stay six feet

apart and don’t hug anyone except for your own family.
Add more fun: To add more flair to this get together,

get some biodegradable paper lanterns and let them
soar high like your hopes on the first week-

end of the year.

8. SET UP A 
RESOLUTION WALL

Write down your resolutions on a wall
that you have made especially for the

purpose rather than putting it all in a notepad
or virtual diary. Try to cover a range of bas-
kets — things like education, career, health,
friendships, family, fashion, self-care — and

have it at a place where you can see it 
daily to get inspired.
ADD MORE FUN: This should be done
in the first week of the New Year to
add an inspirational vibe to your

home. Get, set, go.

3. HAVE A COSTUME PARTY

Getting ready in fun costumes for New Year party or par-
ties at home isn’t as exciting perhaps as doing this fun 

activity outside at fancy restaurants and malls. But hold on for
the sake of safety and set up a costume party in your 

living room. You made it through two difficult years – 2020
and 2021 – celebrate life and

live it up.

5. LOOKING BACK WITH
SCRAPBOOKS

Buy scrapbooking material and put together your favourite moments
of 2021. Have each person in your family be in charge of a page to

make it interesting like picking a favourite memory from each month and
the like. Make the whole scrapbook fit a theme such as black and red,

retro or whatever you fancy. It’s a great way to get creative and look
back on all the incredible memories you made and pore over

it while enjoying the first week of 2022.

STUDENT SPEAK
I WANT TO BE SAFE, 
YET CELEBRATE BY…

Having a small celebration with family at home,
nothing too fancy, just spend-
ing time with each other

as a new year begins.
Sometimes even the quiet has
its own beauty and joy, espe-
cially when the infectious
Omicron outside is threatening
us with a third wave.

AARYA BHANUSHALI, class XI, Thakur
college of science and commerce, Mumbai

LOOKING FORWARD TO A VIRTUAL
MOVIE PARTY 

Using modes of online communication to host  a
virtual event with my friends where we can
watch movies and documen-

taries is what I plan to do this
new year weekend. Thankfully,
my classmate is my neighbour
so, maybe we could have a
party of two at my place too.

CHANDAN GADNAYAK, class X, 
St Teresa School, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad

POTLUCK MEAL WITH FRIENDS
WILL BE FUN 

Ihave invited my friends from neighbourhood for a
weekend meal, but there is a little
twist. I have asked them to get

a separate dinner of their own
so that we can have a potluck.
I am also arranging few fun
games along with a small New
Year gift to make it more
memorable. This is better than
going to crowded restaurants. 

V NIKHILASREE, class X, Atkinson Senior Secondary 
School, Vijayawada

PARTY MONEY WILL GO TO THE NEEDY 

The beginning of something is always exciting. And when it
comes to the start of a New Year, everyone’s
spirit is soaring. This year, I’m going to

meet all my friends and family. BUT! Through
video calls only. Plus, the money saved with
virtual parties can be donated to the needy. 

VARUNI PULLELA, class X, Tatva Global 
School, Hyderabad

BARBECUE IN THE BACKYARD

My parents have set up a barbecue in our backyard for the
weekend party and I will help them to deco-
rate fairy lights in the fence, to make it

look more attractive. My cousins will come and
we will play cards and games. It will be a
small but beautiful celebration with family. 

KRISHNA PERIWAL, class X, Balaji Highfields
School, Visakhapatnam

LET’S CELEBRATE IN SMALL NUMBERS 

For new year house parties, only a few people should be invited,
and hand sanitisers and masks should be com-
pulsory. Social distance should be main-

tained, too, to have fun in a safe way. I will not
be a part of public gatherings and enjoy a
home party with limited number of people. 

RADHIKA CHOPRA, class X, Father Agnel School
Vashi, Navi Mumbai

SAFETY IS MY PRIORITY

Just when we thought everything was under 
control and corona would ultimately go
away now, the cunning virus formed another

mutation to torture us more! But
this is here the real test
begins, if we get frustrated
now and stop following the
guidelines, the war against
corona would be lost
again. So, let’s not lose our
hopes and enjoy New Year
parties through virtual cele-
brations. I plan to video call my
friends and we can have a virtual meet, discuss
our new resolutions and ways and means to put
them in action.

SOHAM ROY, class X, BDM International, Kolkata

THE ICC
WOMEN’S
CRICKET WORLD
CUP 2022 will see some
of the world’s best women crick-
eters from eight cricketing nations.
The Indian team will go up against
Pakistan in their first match!  

WIMBLEDON, scheduled from June 27 to
July 10, will hopefully see the tournament’s
return of the queue — when fans eager to secure
same-day tickets pitch tents outside the venue.
It is a popular practice that was suspended
because of the pandemic in 2020.

THE XXIV 2022 OLYMPIC WINTER OLYMPICS will be hosted by Beijing, from February 4 to 20,
and is the first Winter Olympics to be held in China. However, it has become one of the most controversial
Games in history with major powers announcing a diplomatic boycott. 

MOST-AWAITED
EVENTS OF 2022

THE 94TH ANNUAL
ACADEMY AWARDS 
that will honour the best films
between March 1 and December
31, 2021, is scheduled on March
27. This will be the first time since
2018 that the ceremony will be
held in March to avoid clash
with the Winter Olympics!

THE HORTICULTURAL
EXHIBITION FLORIADE
2022 EDITION, is a once-
in-a-decade event that starts on
April 14 in the Dutch city of
Almere. It will platform various
topics under the banner of
‘growing green cities’, with
countless pavilions, a green-
house complex and a rich
art/culture programme.

NEW YEAR SPECIAL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2022

2 “Every new beginning comes from some other 
beginning’s end.”

LUCIUS SENECA, ROMAN PHILOSOPHER
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