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“One of the luckiest things that can happen to you in life is, I think, to have a happy

childhood.”
—  Agatha Christie 03

Which books should you
start with? Which books
should you read when you
are well-versed with
Christie’s world? 
Let's find out…

W
hether you starting with
crime queen Agatha
Christie’s books, or you
want to gift or recommend
books to one of the

younger members of the family, it’s essen-
tial to begin with the right books that open
the world of Christie’s works of fiction, and
introduce the basics. It doesn’t matter
whether it’s a Miss Marple mystery or a
Hercule Poirot one, there are certain books
that need to be read before others. It’s
easy to straight go for the ones we have
heard about the most: ‘The Murder on The
Orient Express’, ‘Death on the Nile’, ‘The
Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side’, ‘The Pale
Horse’ etc; but that would not do you jus-

tice. It’s important to understand two of
Christie’s protagonists well before starting
with what people call the “more famous of
the author’s books”. Let’s navigate
Christie’s world in a simple way that keeps
the mystery fan in you on your toes – the
books that gradually take you to the more
famous of Christie’s works. 

Begin at the beginning… As cliché as it
sounds, it’s always the best way to know
the lead character, and get introduced to
her/his world, and the peculiar and partic-
ular, traits of the sleuths who solve mur-
ders.

MISS MARPLE
MYSTERIES
READ THEM IN THIS
ORDER…

1. THE
MURDER AT
THE
VICARAGE,
1930
When a despised magis-
trate is found shot to death
in the library of the local vicarage,
his wife and her lover, a portrait painter
living on the church grounds, both
confess to the crime. Miss Marple's
keen powers of observation clear
both of them of the crime, but
other suspects abound.

2. THE BODY IN THE
LIBRARY, 1942
Dolly Bantry calls upon her old friend
Miss Marple when the strangled corpse
of an unknown blonde girl is found
in the library of her home,
Gossington Hall.

3. A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED,
1950
The residents of Chipping Cleghorn are
astonished to read an advert in the local
newspaper that a murder will take place
the following Friday at 7:30 pm at Little
Paddocks. A group gathers and at that pre-
cise moment, and the lights go out and
then there’s a shot fired!

4. 4:50 FROM PADDINGTON,
1957

Miss Marple investigates when an
old friend of her witnesses a

murder aboard a passing
train. Did she really see a

murder? Or, was it
something else? 

5. SLEEPING MURDER, 1976
The owner of a seaside villa, Gwenda, is
plagued by strange feelings about its past
soon after moves in. Odd things started to
happen. Despite her best efforts to mod-
ernise the house, she only succeeds in
dredging up its past.

6. THE MIRROR CRACK’D
FROM SIDE TO SIDE, 1962
Miss Marple investigates the murder of
Heather Badcock, who consumed a poi-
soned cocktail at a party thrown by

American film actress Marina
Gregg, Heather’s idol. As
Marple investigates, she
discovers dark secrets in
Marina’s past…

HERCULE
POIROT
MYSTERIES
READ THEM IN THIS
ORDER…

1. THE
MYSTERIOUS
AFFAIR AT STYLES,
1920

On the morning of 18 July, the
household at Styles Court wakes
to the discovery that Emily
Inglethorp, the elderly owner,
has died. She had been poisoned

with strychnine. Arthur
Hastings, a soldier from the
Western Front staying at this
country manor as a guest on

his sick leave, ventures out to
the nearby village of Styles St
Mary to enlist help from his

friend Hercule Poirot.

2. THE MURDER ON THE
LINKS, 1923
Hercule Poirot and Captain Hastings travel
to Merlinville-sur-Mer, France, to meet
Paul Renauld, who has requested their
help. Upon arriving at his home, the Villa
Genevieve, local police greet them with
news that he has been found dead that
morning. Renauld had been stabbed in the
back with a knife and left in a newly dug
grave adjacent to a local golf course.

3. THE MURDER OF ROGER
ACKROYD, 1926

Recently retired Hercule
Poirot (David Suchet)

investigates a neigh-
bour’s murder and the

disappearance of the
deceased’s adopted
son.

4. PERIL AT
END HOUSE,

1932
Poirot and Hastings

vacation in Cornwall,
meeting young Magdala

‘Nick’ Buckley and her friends.
He is persuaded that someone is out

to kill her. They meet all of her friends at
her home called End House. Though he
aims to protect Nick, a murder happens
that provokes Poirot to mount a serious
investigation.

5. DUMB WITNESS, 1937
Emily Arundell, a wealthy spinster, writes
to Hercule Poirot in the belief she has been
the victim of attempted murder after a fall
in her home in Berkshire. However, her
family and household believe she actually
fell by accident, after tripping over a ball
left by her fox terrier Bob.

6. THE A.B.C. MURDERS, 1936
‘The ABC Murders’ is about the adventure
of Hercule Poirot in solving a serial murder

case. He is accompanied by his
friend Hastings. The story starts
when Poirot shows a letter from
the murderer to Hastings. The
killer challenge Poirot to stop
him.
PS: Read ‘Death on The Nile’ and
‘Murder on the Orient Express’
after you’ve read all the above-
mentioned books. 
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O
ne of the most endearing
scenes at any family wedding
are a few senior members
attempting to chart a family
tree to help the younger

generation understand the familial roots. A
family tree is the visual representation of a
family structure. Family stories are key ways
for communities to stake a claim to their
history and culture. A study of one’s family
can reveal the rich personal histories that
bind us, our migratory patterns, and often
also reveal multi-generational secrets and
mysteries. No wonder the world of
literature loves big families. It
gives the author a chance to
create a huge cast of
characters over a long period
of time, enabling them to
plant family mysteries; unveil
flaws that are passed down
from ancestors to
descendants; and slowly unravel
secrets held tight for generations.

Multigenerational sagas also use
storytelling as a way to bring new and
diverse voices to the literary world. With
the wedding season on in gusto, here are
some amazing stories about family dramas
to feast on:

AND THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED 
by Khaled Hosseini
Khaled Hosseini’s third novel spans several

generations and alternates
between Afghanistan and
the West while grappling
with many of the same
themes of his earlier works:
parent-children
relationships, the past and
Afghanistan’s cycle of
trauma and sadness.

HER MOTHER’S MOTHER’S
MOTHER AND HER DAUGHTERS
by Maria José Silveira

Five hundred years of Brazilian
history, right from the time of
tribes to present day society is
narrated through the
perspective of women. This
novel, translated from
Portuguese, is quite a literary
feast to indulge in. 

KINTU 
by Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi

‘Kintu’ is set in the Buganda Kingdom
(present day Uganda) in 1750 and

follows the cursed blood line of the
Kintu clan. A sprawling
exploration of
tribes,
customs,

infiltration of
Christianity,

adverse effects of
a patriarchal society

on men, superstitions and
relationships.

ONE HUNDRED
YEARS OF SOLITUDE
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Often named as one of
Marquez’s best
works, this
sweeping
family epic is
set in the
fictional
land of
Macondo
and traces

the history of the Buendia
family. The book is a landmark
in the magical realism genre. It

plays between the ideas of solitude and the
need for love.

THE HOUSE OF SPIRITS 
by Isabel Allende

One of the finest magical
realism family sagas ever
written is Allende’s ‘The
House of Spirits’. Set in an
unnamed Latin American
country, the novel follows
three generations of the
Trueba family with the
backdrop of the political
tensions in the country.

COME, MY BELOVED
By Pearl S Buck
A family saga that begins
with billionaire David
MacArd’s decision to start a
seminary in Bombay, India,
which impacts his family for
the next few generations.
Follow David, his son,
grandson and great
granddaughter as they
navigate their lives on courses
chartered not by choices but by destiny.

THE FLOATING FELDMANS 
By Elyssa Friedland

A light-hearted,
contemporary

version of a
family saga

set on a
cruise.
Three
generations
of Feldmans
converge on

a cruise ship to celebrate
the birthday of their

matriarch. 

If you read a page every
minute for 10 minutes
every day, you'll have

read 3,650 pages or 12 300-
page novels at the end of

the year! This
technique is helpful for
anyone who wishes to

make a change in their
life. Make no attempt to

reinvent the wheel.
Studying the
behaviours of

successful people is
the easiest way to
achieve anything you

want. Every day, read
at least ten pages, and
choose a personal

development book to read.

Definition: A sub genre of science
fiction, nanopunk is defined by a
world where nanotechnology is

the predominant technology used.   
Setting: Nanopunk novels can be of

two types: one that examines the risks of
nanotechnology and have a dark,

dystopian feel. The second may highlight
its many advantages and offer an
optimistic outlook.

Who wrote it first: Linda Nagata was
one of the first writers to feature
nanotechnology at the centre of the
story. Her ‘Tech Heaven’ (1995) is a

futuristic thriller in which the
medicinal uses of nanotech are
under examination.

What to read: Neal
Stephenson’s ‘The Diamond
Age’; Michael Crichton
‘Micro’; Kathleen Ann
Goonan ‘Queen City Jazz’;
Richard K Morgan’s ‘Altered
Carbon’ and more.

Lead image: A still from the
series ‘Altered Carbon’ based on
Richard K Morgan’s book.

TROUBLE
READING?

What isNanopunk?

ME AND MY FAMILY
TREE BY JOAN
SWEENEY
Provides a simple family
tree concept that can be
built upon later. 

CLIMBING YOUR
FAMILY TREE:
ONLINE AND
OFFLINE
GENEALOGY FOR
KIDS BY IRA
WOLFMAN
For middle schoolers, this book talks

about the kinds of
documents that will be
most helpful in
constructing a family
tree. 
MEMOIR YOUR WAY BY
THE MEMOIR
ROUNDTABLE
Shows teen readers all

the different ways you can explore
your ancestry.

FAMILY SAGAS

No one gets
you — and gets

to you— like
your family

According
to novelist VS

Naipaul, the Indian
family is a “clan that
gave protection and
identity and saved

people from the
void”

One
key benefits of a

joint family structure is
fostering strong bonds while

also giving youngsters a sense
of stability. Research says that
children who grow up in a large
family with grandparents, aunts,

uncles, and cousins, learn val-
ues like sharing, caring,

empathy, and under-
standing

BOOKS THAT HELP YOU
MAKE A FAMILY TREE

AGATHA CHRISTIE
For Beginners

THE CUTTING EDGE, 1992
Stuck-up figure skating whiz Kate Moseley
(Moira Kelly) is denied a gold medal at the
1988 Olympics after a fall. As Kate drives
off partner after partner, her coach, Anton
(Roy Dotrice), must quickly find her a new
one in order to be ready for the next
Olympics. Enter arrogant former Olympic
hockey player Doug Dorsey (DB Sweeney),
who briefly encountered Kate years
before. Reluctantly, teaming up, Kate and
Doug’s icy rapport begins to thaw, result-
ing in a chemistry both in and out of the
rink.

FORCE MAJEURE, 2014
This Swedish dramedy deals with the fall-
out after a father behaves less than
bravely when his family appears to be in
danger during a ski holiday. During a
vacation in the French Alps, Tomas runs
away leaving his wife to protect their
children when an avalanche strikes.
However, this incident threatens his
relationship with his family.

WINTER’S TALE, 2014
One night in early 20th-century
New York, master thief Peter Lake
(Colin Farrell) breaks into a
Central Park mansion – and
quickly has his heart stolen by
its occupant, Beverly Penn
(Jessica Brown Findlay).
Unfortunately, their love is
star-crossed; she is dying
from consumption, and he
is marked for death by his
demonic former mentor,
Pearly Soames (Russell
Crowe). Peter battles the
forces of time and dark-
ness to save Beverly,
even as Pearly does

everything in his power to defeat Peter.

MIRACLE, 2004
When college coach Herb Brooks (Kurt
Russell) is hired to helm the 1980 US men’s
Olympic hockey team, he brings a unique
and brash style to the ice. After assem-

bling a team of hot-headed college all-
stars, who are humiliated in an early
match, Brooks unites his squad against a
common foe, the heavily-favored Soviet
team. As the US squad tries to overcome
insurmountable odds and win the gold
medal, the team becomes a microcosm for
American patriotism during the Cold War.

SNOW DAY, 2000
Tale about a family’s snowy day. Dad is a
TV weatherman who tries vainly to get
people to listen to his predictions, mum is
a stressed businesswoman without child-
care for her toddler, and their eldest son is
obsessed by the prettiest girl in the
school. However, school is closed and his
ten-year-old sister decides to sabotage
the snowplough and extend the fun for
another day.

SNOWY DECEMBER WATCHES
THERE ARE SOME FILMS MADE FOR WINTER VIEWING WITH A CUPPA IN HAND

LITTLE WOMEN, 2019
In the years after the Civil War, Jo
March lives in New York and makes her
living as a writer, while her sister Amy
studies painting in Paris. Amy has a
chance encounter with Theodore, a
childhood crush who proposed to Jo but
was ultimately rejected. Their oldest
sibling, Meg, is married to a school-
teacher, while shy sister Beth develops
a devastating illness that brings the
family back together.
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Steve
Smith,

Australia

TAKING CHARGE
In August 1996,at age 23,Sachin Tendulkar

was made the captain.In the semifinals ofthe 1996
World Cup,where India was defeated,Tendulkar emerged

as the tournament’s top run scorer,with 523 runs.Sachin served
as the captain ofthe Indian team between 1996 and 2000,before

passing on the baton to Sourav Ganguly.He felt his batting was getting
affected due to the pressure ofleadership.He had said,“I want to concen-

trate on my batting because I could not get the performance that I wanted to
put in for the team.”

POST CAPTAINCY
2003 World Cup - Tendulkar helped his team advance as far as the fi-

nals.Though India was defeated by Australia,Tendulkar,who av-
eraged 60.2,was named the Man ofthe Tournament.

December 2005-Scored record-breaking 35th
century in a Test series against

Sri Lanka.

June 2007 -
Became first player

to record 15,000 runs in one-
day international (ODI) play.

2010 - Named International Cricket
Council (ICC) Cricketer ofthe Year.

November 2011 - became the first batsman
to score 15,000 runs in Tests.

December 2011 - Double century against South
Africa,becoming the first man in history to record 200
runs in a single ODI innings.

March 2012 - Scored his record-setting 100th international
century,(51 in Tests and 49 in ODIs) in ODI against Bangladesh.

2012 - Retired from ODI 

2013 - Retired from Test crick-
et and IPL team

Mumbai In-
dians.

TAKING CHARGE

In 2014-15,at the age of25,Steve Smith became
Australia’s 45th Test captain,filling in for the in-

jured Michael Clarke in three Tests.The extra respon-
sibility did not hamper his run-making.He became his coun-

try’s leading run scorer in their triumphant 2015 World Cup cam-
paign and he became captain in all three formats.Smith had a suc-

cessful stint as the captain ofAustralia between 2014 and 2018.Howev-
er,he was stripped ofhis captaincy and banned for 12 months over his in-

volvement in a ball-tampering scandal.Tim Paine took over as captain since
vice-captain David Warner too had been suspended.

POST CAPTAINCY
July 2019-In the first Test of2019 Ashes series in England,Smith scored

centuries in both innings.It was his ninth and tenth Ashes cen-
turies and his 24th and 25th overall.

Became the first-ever Test batsman to score ten consecu-
tive 50+ scores against a single opponent (England).

Feb-March 2020- Was top scorer at 45 in first T20I
match against South Africa in Johannesburg,help-

ing Australia to a total of196,winning by 107 runs.

2021 first ODI - During India’s tour ofAustralia,
in a 108-run partnership with Aaron Finch,Smith

scored hundred off62 deliveries,the third fastest
by an Australian.Finished with 105 off66 balls.

Second ODI - Second century off62 deliver-
ies in a 136-run partnership with Marnus

Labuschagne.Awarded Player ofthe Match 

Australia won the series 2-1.Smith was
awarded Player ofthe Series.

November 2020- Nominated for Sir Garfield
Sobers Award - ICC Cricketer ofthe Decade,
and Test Cricketer ofthe Decade.

Jan 2021 - scored his  27th Test century
during India’s tour ofAustralia.

August 2021-Smith was named in Aus-
tralia’s squad for the 2021 ICC

Men’s T20 World Cup.

TAKING CHARGE
Considered the most successful Test cap-
tains ofBangladesh,Mushfiqur Rahim’s journey
has been nothing but splendid.He took charge in all
three formats in September,2011,at the age of24,when
Bangladesh cricket was going through a rough phase.He was the
Man ofthe Match in his first match as captain.He captained the side
in 34 test matches,with 7 wins,18 loses,and 9 draws.As white ball cap-
tain,he won 11 ODIs,and 8 T20I.After a stint of2 years,he passed up the
ODI and T20 baton and retained Test captaincy till 2018.Bangladesh Cricket
Board president Nazmul Hasan had said,“We want best batting service from Mush-
fiqur.We want him to concentrate on his batting,want to free him from pressure.”

POST CAPTAINCY
November 2018:Become first wicketkeeper batter to record two Test dou-

ble centuries,surpassing legendary wicketkeeper-batters Adam
Gilchrist,Kumar Sangakkara and MS Dhoni,against Zimbabwe.

Finished innings on 219*,highest individual score by a
Bangladesh batsman in Test cricket.

Faced 421 balls spending 589 minutes at the crease
during the innings,a record for a Bangladesh bats-

man in a Test innings.

2019 - Became third Bangladeshi batsman to
score a century in World Cup,during 2019 Crick-

et World Cup.

His 102* in 97 balls helped Bangladesh reach
their highest ODI score of333/8.

February,2020: During Zimbabwe tour of
Bangladesh,scored an unbeaten 203 runs,be-
coming the only Bangladeshi batsman to score
three double-hundreds in Test cricket.

December 2020: Included in the Wisden’s
Teenage Riot Test XI (a team ofgreats who
started young).

May,2021: Became the first and the only
Bangladeshi player to win 150 internation-
al matches,after scoring 125 and helping his
side win the second ODI and series during
the Sri Lanka tour of
Bangladesh.

TAKING CHARGE
Mohammad Nabi was the captain ofthe side

from 2013-2015.Afghanistan played the 2014 Asia
Cup,their first ever major international ODI tournament,

the 2014 ICC World Twenty20 and 2015 Cricket World Cup.
They defeated Bangladesh in just their fourth match against a

Test nation.He resigned as captain in April 2015 due to poor form.

POST CAPTAINCY
2015 In bilateral ODI series against Zimbabwe,he scored his maiden ODI century

and 223 series runs.Named player ofseries.Afghanistan won the series 3-2,the first
time an associate team had beaten a full member in a bilateral series.

2016 - ICC World Twenty20 - declared Man ofthe
Match in wins against Hong Kong and

Zimbabwe.

In Super 10 round
against England,took a catch,
a wicket bowling and effected a run-
out,almost causing a major upset.England
won by 15 runs.

March 2018 - 2018 Cricket World Cup Qualifier  against
West Indies,became first bowler for Afghanistan to take 100
wickets in One Day Internationals (ODIs).

June 2018 - Made Test debut against India

2019 - Won Man ofthe Match in first T20I against Ireland.In the third match,bowled
an economical 0-28(4) to win Man ofthe Match and Series.

2019 - Cricket World Cup - took 200th international wicket in
a match against Pakistan.Finished as leading wicket-

taker,with ten dismissals in nine matches.

Sept 2021 - Named cap-
tain for T20 Wor-

ld Cup.

“Captaincy is something you get better at through
experience. You’ve got to trust your instincts.”

Andrew Flintoff, former cricketer

The pressure of steering a team to victory can affect the performances of the best of players. With Virat Kohli giving up his T 20 captaincy, 
we take a look at some top cricketers who flourished, and even went on to set records, after stepping back from the top post

Sachin 
Tendulkar,

India
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TAKING CHARGE

Shoaib Malik was captain ofthe Pakistan national
cricket team from 2007 to 2009.After Inzamam-ul-Haq’s
resignation as the captain post the 2007 World Cup,Malik
was one ofthe names considered for captaincy,along with You-
nis Khan and Mohammad Yousuf.He was a popular choice and was

backed by Pakistan’s coach Bob Woolmer and former skip-
per Imran Khan.At 25,he became the fourth-youngest cap-

tain ofPakistan.Younis Khan took over as captain in Jan-
uary 2009 after Malik’s step-down following his poor per-
formance against Sri Lanka.He was criticised by the coach and
the manager for his inefficient leadership and described as ‘a lon-
er,aloofand involved in his own little world’.

POST CAPTAINCY
2017- Was Integral part ofPakistan squad that was

crowned champions ofthe ICC Champions Trophy 2017
by defeating India.

September 2017 - Became the highest run-scorer in T20I
for Pakistan.

April 2018 - included  in the Rest ofthe World XI squad
for the one-offT20I against the West Indies,to be played

at Lord’s on May 31,2018.

July 2018 - Became the first Asian batsman to
score 2,000 runs in T20Is and third overall.

First player to play 100 T20Is in the world.

August 2018 - During 2018 Caribbean Premier
League tournament,he became the fourth bats-
man to score 8,000 runs in T20s.

June 2020- Was named in the 29-man squad
for Pakistan’s tour to England during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

October 2020 - In 2020-21 National T20 Cup,
became the first Pakistani batsman to score
10,000 runs in Twenty20 cricket.

2021- Scored the season’s joint-fastest fifty
in the 2021 ICC T20 World Cup.

Mohammad
Nabi,

Afghanistan

Mushfiqur
Rahim,

Bangladesh

TAKING CHARGE
Quinton De Kock was appointed South

Africa’s white-ball captain in February 2020,at the
age of27.He took them to a home series win over Sri

Lanka,though his own form suffered,scoring just 28 runs
in two Tests,a home series whitewash at the hands ofEngland,

and then defeat in Pakistan,scoring just 46 runs in 4 innings.De
Kock served as both the white ball and red ball captain ofthe team be-

tween 2020 and 2021 be-
fore passing on the ba-

ton to Temba Bavuma and
Dean Elgar as the White

and Red ball captains,re-
spectively.On him being re-

lieved from the role before
the Pakistan series in April

2021,Cricket South Africa di-
rector Graeme Smith said,“It

was felt that the burden of
leadership was just too much

for a person or a player like
Quinton.We wanted to free him

up.”The clear focus was on De
Kock the player,and getting him

back to his destructive best.

POST CAPTAINCY
April,2021 - Scored century in 2 ODIs and 1

halfcentury in Pakistan’s tour ofSouth Africa 

June,2021 - South Africa Tour ofWest Indies -
Scored 237 runs in 3 test innings,at an average

of118.50,including 1 century and 1 halfcentu-
ry.He was adjudged the Player ofthe Series.

He also scored a massive 255 runs in 5 T20
matches at an average of51,scoring 3 half
centuries.

July,2021- scored a century in the lone ODI he
played during South Africa’s tour ofIreland.

September,2021 - scored 153 runs,with two
halfcenturies in his pocket in the T20 series
during South Africa’s tour ofSri Lanka.Ad-
judged Player ofthe Series.

Shoaib
Malik,

Pakistan

Quinton 
De Kock,

South Africa
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