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03“In journalism, there has always been a tension between getting it first 
and getting it right.”

—  Ellen Goodman

PICS: ISTOCK

THE PAPER,
1994
Summary: Henry Hackett
(Michael Keaton) is an edi-
tor at the ‘New York Sun’, a
tabloid facing financial
cuts. His pregnant wife,
Martha (Marisa Tomei),
pleads with him to get a

more respectable job so he can
spend more time with his fami-

ly. Hackett is considering an
offer from another paper,
with fewer hours and higher
pay, when he gets his
hottest story in years.
When this scoop
leads to a burst of

violence and a
conflict with
his new boss,
Alicia (Glenn
Close), he

faces a star-
tling moment

of truth.

FROST/NIXON, 2008
Summary: In 1977, three years after
the Watergate scandal that ended
his presidency, Richard Nixon
(Frank Langella) selects British TV
personality David Frost (Michael
Sheen) to conduct a one-on-one,
exclusive interview. Though Nixon
believes it will be easy to mislead
Frost —and the latter’s own team
doubts that he can stand up to the

former president — what
actually unfolds is an
unexpectedly candid and
revealing interview
before the court of public
opinion.

SPOTLIGHT, 2015
Summary: In 2001,
editor Marty Baron
of ‘The Boston
Globe’ assigns a
team of journalists
to investigate alle-
gations against John
Geoghan, a priest
accused of molest-
ing more than 80
boys. Led by editor
Walter Robinson
(Michael Keaton),
reporters Michael
Rezendes, Matt
Carroll and Sacha

Pfeiffer, interview vic-
tims and try to unseal
sensitive documents.
The reporters make it

their mission to
provide proof of
a cover-up of
sexual abuse with-
in the Roman Catholic Church.

THE POST,
2017
Summary: Katharine
Graham is the first
female publisher of a
major American news-
paper, ‘Washington
Post’. With help from
editor Ben Bradlee,
Graham races to
catch up with ‘The
New York Times’ to

expose a massive
cover-up of gov-
ernment secrets

that spans three
decades and four

US presidents.
Together, they

must overcome their
differences as they

risk their careers —
and freedom — to help bring

long-buried truths to light.

ACE IN THE HOLE, 1951
Summary: With flaws that outweigh his talent, reporter Chuck
Tatum (Kirk Douglas) bounces across
the country, from job to job.

Winding up in New
Mexico, Tatum

gets work from
the local newspaper, but finds
that there’s not much in the way
of pressing news. However,
when Tatum catches wind of a treasure hunter (Richard Benedict)
trapped in a mineshaft, he turns the story into a media sensation.
His unscrupulous tactics ultimately comes back to haunt him.

ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN, 1976
Summary: Two reporters and rivals working
for the ‘The Washington Post’,
Bob Woodward (Robert
Redford) and Carl
Bernstein (Dustin
Hoffman), research the
botched 1972 burglary of
the Democratic Party Headquarters at the
Watergate apartment complex. With the help of a mysterious
source, code-named Deep Throat (Hal Holbrook), the two
reporters make a connection between the burglars and a
White House staffer. Despite dire warnings about their safety,
the duo follows the money all the way to the top.

Lesson learnt: Watch this
movie to understand how
investigative journalism
works. A classic.

Lesson learnt: This
movie depicts the

beginning of media’s
demand to sensation-

alise someone’s misery
to grab eyeballs  

Lesson learnt: The film
depicts a hectic 24 hours in

a newspaper editor’s pro-
fessional and personal life,

giving us a glimpse of the
professional and personal

turmoils that editors go
through every day

Lesson learnt: Bringing
about significant socie-

tal change requires
courage, risk-taking,

and a willingness to
upset powerful people
and institutions

Lesson learnt: No civil
society can function

unless media fights for
freedom of press, espe-

cially, under mounting
political pressure.  

NETWORK, 1976
Summary: Veteran news anchorman Howard Beale
(Peter Finch) discovers that he’s being put out to
pasture – he’s angry.
After threatening to
shoot himself on live
TV, instead, he
launches into an
angry televised rant,
which turns out to be
a huge ratings boost
for the UBS network.
This stunt allows
ambitious producer
Diana Christensen
(Faye Dunaway) to
develop even more
outrageous program-
ming, a concept
that she takes
to unset-
tling
extremes.

GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK,
2005
Summary: When Senator
Joseph McCarthy begins his
foolhardy campaign to root
out Communists in America,
CBS News impresario
Edward R Murrow (David
Strathairn) dedicates himself
to exposing the atrocities
being committed by
McCarthy’s Senate “investiga-
tion”. Murrow is supported by
a news team that includes
long-time friend and producer Fred Friendly
(George Clooney). The CBS team does its best to
point out the senator’s lies and excesses, despite

pressure from
CBS’ corpo-

rate spon-
sors to
desist.

Lesson learnt: This movie is about a
few newsmen who risk sponsors
cancelling contracts, to ask tough
questions to a politician, whose
propaganda was stripping citizens
of their fundamental rights

ABSENCE OF MALICE, 1981
Summary: Megan Carter is a
reporter duped into run-
ning an untrue story on
Michael Gallagher, a
suspected racketeer.
He has an alibi for
the time his sup-
posed crime was
committed but it
involves an innocent
party. When she tells
Carter the truth and
the newspaper
runs it, tragedy
follows, forcing
Carter to face
up to the
responsibilities
of her job when
she is confronted
by Gallagher.

CITIZEN KANE, 1941
Summary: When a reporter is assigned to decipher
newspaper magnate
Charles Foster Kane’s
(Orson Welles) dying
words, his investigation
gradually reveals the fasci-
nating portrait of a complex
man, who rose from obscu-
rity to staggering heights.
Though Kane’s friend and
colleague Jedediah Leland
(Joseph Cotten), and his
mistress, Susan
Alexander (Dorothy
Comingore), shed
fragments of light on
Kane’s life, the
reporter fears he
may never pene-
trate the mystery
of the elusive
man’s final word,
“Rosebud”.

BROADCAST NEWS,
1987
Summary: A highly-
strung news produc-
er finds herself
strangely attracted
to a vapid anchor-
man, even though
she loathes every-
thing he personi-

fies. To make
matters

worse, her
best
friend, a
talented
but not

particu-
larly

telegenic
news reporter,

is secretly in love with her.

SHATTERED GLASS, 2003
Summary: Young hotshot journalist Stephen
Glass (Hayden Christensen) puts on a good

show for his adoring editor,
Michael Kelly (Hank

Azaria), but admits
deep insecurities to
his fellow writer,
Caitlin Avey (Chloë
Sevigny). When Glass

begins turning in out-
rageous stories, his

popularity skyrockets, but
rival journalist Charles

Lane (Peter Sarsgaard)
becomes suspicious
as to their factual
accuracy, and
eventually discovers
that Glass has been

fabricating many of
his sources.

Lesson Learnt: The
quasi-biographical film

is based on American
media barons William

Randolph Hearst (father
of yellow journalism)

and Joseph Pulitzer

Lesson learnt: You'll get to see
how TRP (Target Rating Point),
that decides profits for a net-
work, often comes at the cost
quality journalism, and pricks
people’s conscience    

Lesson learnt: An interviewer
has to be both hard-hitting and
compassionate to get candid
answers from powerful people
trying to use media as their 
personal PR machinery

Lesson
learnt: A story

about honour and
integrity of a reporter,
this movie is about the
pitfalls of fabricating

news to get head-
lines 

Lesson
learnt: This story

focuses on journal-
ists rushing to keep

pace that TV requires,
often at the cost of
their personal life

and desires    

Lesson
learnt: This movie

is still used in journal-
ism classes to illustrate

the conflict between how
much media can disclose
damaging personal infor-
mation, and the public’s

right to know

5KATNISS 
EVERDEEN

The protagonist of ‘The
Hunger Games’ survives
whatever the system
throws at her, and stands
up to fascism. Celebrated as
a feminist role model, who
helped millions of girls
realise their inner strength,
Katniss is more than a
movie icon. Her three-
fingered salute, used in
‘Mockingjay’ as a signal of
rebellion, has reportedly
become a rallying symbol
among pro-democracy
protesters around the
world. 

2ROBIN HOOD 
The ‘Merry Adventures of Robin

Hood’ — that told the story of an
outlaw hero who robbed the rich to
give to the poor — is still repli-

cated in one

form or other. Robin Hood was
a working man’s hero and
became popular in the late-
Medieval period. He was adept
at archery and sword fighting,
but it was his mission to help
the poor that continues to
appeal to people, and in the
stories we tell. For example,
you may never have heard of
Dr Ozel Clifford Brazil, who

embezzled money to fund college
education of 18,000 students from
Los Angeles’ (US) low income areas.

Or, how about Game Stop... when
a couple of Reddit users hood-

winked billion dollar
hedge funds to save a

company... 

3SUPERMAN
You’re probably sur-

prised at this one as were
we. We learnt about the
power of empathy in ‘All-Star
Superman’ #10 written by
Grant Morrison, illustrated by
Lee Quigley. In this comic,
Superman is dying from solar radia-
tion when he comes across a girl
named Regan standing on a ledge
contemplating suicide. Despite his
feeble state, Superman helps Regan
change her decision. He tells her:
“It’s never as bad as it seems.

You’re much
stronger than you think

you are. Trust me.”
Now, remember, this is
Superman… he could
have easily flown and
saved her in the blink of

an eye. But by talking and
listening to her, the fictional

character showed us that we
can all help using just our
human skills. You’d think these
are just comic books, but fictional
characters and their actions, have a
lasting impact on us. 

1SPIDER MAN 
One of the greatest things Spider Man

gave us was the timeless proverb: “With
great power comes great responsibility”.
Spider Man realises this the hard way early
in his life when he refuses to use his super-
hero power, resulting in the death of some-
one he is close to. Becoming Spider Man
isn’t just about wearing a fancy costume,
whipping about the city or fighting villains.
It’s about being nice and helpful in daily life
without feeling the need to take a picture or
to document it on social media. Spider Man
taught us that our actions have power. If
you are the head boy or head girl in the stu-
dent council then you have to ensure that
your actions are in tune with the students
you represent.  

6UNCLE TOM’S
CABIN

by Harriet Beecher
Stowe
When Abraham Lincoln
greeted Harriet Beecher
Stowe, he is reported to have
said, “So you’re the little
woman who wrote the book
that started this great war.”
Stowe met Lincoln in 1862, a
decade after she wrote
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’, the sec-
ond-best selling book of the

19th century after ‘The Bible’. The story of Uncle Tom, an
African-American slave, brought the horrors of slavery to the
attention of the public on a personal level for the first time,
causing an uproar. The novel greatly furthered the abolition-
ist cause in the north, increased tensions with southern
slaveholders and, as Lincoln suggested, possibly even helped
tip the US into civil war. 

71984
by George Orwell

Books like Ray Bradbury’s
‘Fahrenheit 451’, Anthony
Burgess’s ‘Clockwork
Orange’, and Aldous Huxley’s
‘Brave New World’ wouldn’t
exist if George Orwell hadn’t
written ‘1984’ in 1949! This
classic — about a man living
in a society completely con-
trolled by a government that
uses surveillance, fear and
force to keep citizens sub-
dued — launched the dystopia
sub-genre. It gave us terms like ‘Big Brother,’ ‘doublethink’,
‘thoughtcrime’, and ‘2 + 2 = 5’, which are still commonly
used today.

8SILENT SPRING
by Rachel Carson

Did you know Rachel Carson
was revered as a science
writer because she was able
to deftly transform research
copies into something that the
general public could read?
Her seminal 1962 book, ‘Silent
Spring’, told the real-life story
of the decline of bird popula-
tion across US (as they ingest-
ed DDT, a synthetic pesticide
which was being used widely
to control mosquitoes and

others insects). Carson reported that birds that ingested DDT
laid thin-shelled eggs that broke prematurely in the nest,
resulting in marked population decline. ‘Silent Spring’ caused
a stir, and many credit it with launching the modern environ-
mental movement. 

BOOKS

CHARACTERS

WORKS OF FICTION THAT
CHANGED THE WORLD8

This week, we were inspired to explore the subject of change while watching
Swedish activist Greta Thunberg chide world leaders — saying the last 30 years of
climate action had amounted to “blah, blah, blah” — at a youth climate summit in
Milan. Inspired by her, we look at a few books, and some characters from books who

stood out as saviours of people and the world at large 

4POPEYE
The spinach-eating sailor with
oversized arms debuted in EC

Segar’s comic strip ‘Thimble
Theatre’ on January 17, 1929.

Not only did he go on to to
become the strip’s most

popular character, but
is now considered to
be one of the greatest
comics — and cartoon
— characters of all
time. Popeye was an
unexpected success
having helped to

increase American
consumption of
spinach by a third! 
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“Only he who can see the invisible can do the impossible.”
Frank L. Gaines, American Basketball Player
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SAURABH CHAUDHARY, 19 | PISTOL
Saurabh’s list of achievements has no bounds. The UP boy
won gold in 10m air pistol at the Youth Olympic Games in
Buenos Aires. He participated in the Youth Olympic Games,
2018, in Argentina, and won gold. He won three golds in the
Asian Airgun Championship in 2018, becoming the youngest
Indian shooter to do so. In February 2019, he won the gold
medal at ISSF World Cup, and in April 2019, he participated
in Mixed Team 10m pistol with Manu Bhaker and won gold
at ISSF World Cup in Beijing. In May, he won gold and broke
the world record and junior record in 10m pistol ISSF World
Cup in Munich. In January 2020, he won a gold at the 63rd Na-
tional Shooting Championship in men's 10 metre air pistol.

MANU BHAKER, 19 | PISTOL
Hailing from Haryana, Manu Bhaker won two
gold medals at the 2018 ISSF World Cup, making
her the youngest Indian to win a gold medal at
the competition. She bagged the gold medal in
women’s 10m air pistol event at the 2018 Com-
monwealth Games when she was 16. Manu is also
the first shooter from India and the first female
athlete from India to grab a gold medal at the
Youth Olympic Games. In February 2019, she won
the gold medal in the 10m air pistol mixed team
event at 2019 ISSF World Cup in Delhi. In May
2019, she qualified for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
in the 10m pistol event via a fourth place finish
at the Munich ISSF World Cup.

DIVYANSH PANWAR, 18 | AIR RIFLE
This Jaipur lad has been making waves in the world of shoot-
ing. He won two gold medals at the 2018 ISSF Junior World Cup
in 10m air rifle and the mixed team event. He won four gold
medals at the 2019 ISSF World Cup in the 10m rifle and the oth-
er three in mixed team 10m rifle events. At the 2018 ISSF World
Shooting Championships in Changwon, Panwar also won bronze
in the 10 metre air rifle junior mixed team event.

KOMALIKA BARI, 19 | ARCHERY
Jamshedpur teen Komalika Bari, is only the
third Indian player to win the world title at
the Tata Archery Academy's Cadet World
Youth Archery Championships. She current-
ly ranks 67th place in the recurve women’s
category. She won three golds in the 2021 and
2019 World Archery Youth Championship; two
individual and one team event. She partici-
pated in the World Cup Stage 1 Guatemala and
has won two golds in two team events in 2021
alone. Komalika is one of the most promis-
ing young athletes in India. She is currently
a part of the Indian Archery Women Team
and is considered as the next Deepika Kumari
of India.

CORI “COCO” GAUFF, 17
Fondly called as Coco, she is one of the greatest tennis
prodigies from the US, and is currently ranked World No.
19 by the WTA. Gauff won the United States Tennis Asso-
ciation Clay Court National 12-under title in 2014. In 2017,
she took second place at the U.S. Open Girl’s Junior Cham-
pionships. The next year, she became the junior champi-
on at the French Open. After receiving a wild card entry
to Wimbledon Juniors in 2019 when she was 15, she de-
feated five-time Wimbledon champion Venus Williams in
the first round of the championship. During 2019, Gauff
also reached the third round of the US Open. She won her
first singles title in Austria’s Litz Open that year, becom-
ing the world’s 9th woman ever to achieve this feat.

LEYLAH FERNANDES, 19
She is a classic example of a wunderkind. With a
career-high WTA ranking of No. 28, Fernandez won
her first WTA title at the 2021 Monterey Open. The
Canadian teen finished runner-up at the 2021 US
Open playing against Emma Raducanu. She de-
feated three of the top-seeded players to reach the
final of the tournament.

PEDRI, 18 
Pedro González López, known as Pedri, is a Spanish pro-
fessional footballer who plays as a central midfielder for
La Liga club Barcelona and the Spain national team. Known
for his creativity, vision and passing skills, Pedri is re-
garded as one of the most promising young footballers in
the world. He is also a recipient of the Young Player Award
UEFA Euro 2020.

MASON GREENWOOD, 19 
The English footballer who plays as a forward for Premier
League club Manchester United, and the England national
team, is the youngest scorer in the European competition. He
is the first player born in the 2000s to score for the club and
the fifth United player to make 100 appearances before 
turning 20. So far, he has scored 32 goals in 114 appearances
in all competitions.

EDUARDO CAMAVINGA, 18
Real Madrid’s latest addition, midfielder Eduardo Camavinga was
signed on a six-year contract from French side Stade Rennes for
30 million euros. He came through the ranks of local club Stade
Rennes, making his first team debut in Ligue 1 aged 16. He won
the French Cup with Stade Rennais FC in the 2018-19 season.
Camavinga is the youngest player to represent the French na-
tional team since Rene Gerard in 1932.

NOOR AHMAD, 16
Aged 14, he walked into the ground with his 
unconventional bowling skills that put the 
batsmen in a dilemma. That’s Noor Ahmad. The
Afghan teen who played in the 2019 U-19 Cricket
World Cup, showcased a brilliant performance
striking 22 wickets, 13 of which were against 
India. The magnificent bowler who honed his
ability of spinning both ways reached IPL’s radar,
becoming the youngest player to appear in the
auction. He was named in the Afghanistan ODI
Squad at just the age of 16! A young talent like
him is sure to make a huge mark for his country.

SHAFALI VERMA, 17
The Indian star needs no introduction. She is a
young batting talent in continuous form, winning
several matches for India back-to-back. She made
her debut in 2019, aged 15, becoming the youngest
cricketer to play in a Women’s T-20 game, and the
youngest Indian to represent her country in all
formats. She has played over 33 matches already
and scored over a 1000 runs! Shafali’s biggest
strength is her fearless nature of gameplay. In her
Test debut this year, she eased her way to a 
brilliant 96 and currently holds the number 1 spot
in T20 rankings. She is undoubtedly a young 
masterclass with huge potential.

NASEEM SHAH, 18
The Pakistani fast bowler has created a huge
name for himself with his pace levels, discipline
in length and ability to swing the ball. He shot
to fame while representing the Pakistan U16 team
and also played for the U19 side. At the age of 16,
he got his maiden Test call-up for the tour of
Australia. Pakistan, having produced fast-bowl-
ing greats like Wasim Akram, Shoaib Akhtar
and many more, has another remarkable player
in the making. With the right grooming, he can
achieve great heights.

EMMA RADUCANU, 18 
Known as one of the greatest prodigies in re-
cent times, Radacanu made her WTA Tour de-
but in June 2021. As a wild card ranked out-
side the top 300 at Wimbledon, she reached
the fourth round in her first major tourna-
ment. At the US Open two months later, Rad-
ucanu became the first qualifier in the Open
Era to win a Grand Slam singles title. She has
a career-high WTA ranking of world No. 22
and is the current British No. 1. Raducanu is
the first British woman to win a Grand Slam
singles title since Virginia Wade in the 1977
Wimbledon Championships. She is considered
a baseline player, known for her powerful, flat
groundstrokes, and aggressive return of serve.
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