
“Lock up your libraries if you like; but there is no gate, no lock, no
bolt that you can set upon the freedom of my mind.”  

VIRGINIA WOOLF, author
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THE 400 BLOWS, 1959
Director: François Truffaut (France)

For young
Parisian boy
Antoine Doinel
(Jean-Pierre
Léaud), life is
one difficult
situation after
another.
Surrounded by
inconsiderate
adults,
including his
neglectful

parents, Antoine spends his days with his
best friend, Rene, trying to plan for a better
life, and finds comfort at the cinema. 

CINEMA PARADISO, 1988
Director: Giuseppe Tornatore (Italy)
Young Salvatore Di Vita (Salvatore Cascio)
discovers the perfect escape from life in
his war-torn
Sicilian village:
Cinema
Paradiso, a
movie hall,
where
projectionist
Alfredo (Philippe
Noiret) instills in
the boy a deep
love of films. As
Salvatore grows
up, falls in love,
Alfredo, who
recognizes the boy’s love for cinema, asks
him to leave his small town and pursue
filmmaking as a career.

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL, 1997
Director: Roberto Benigni
(Italy)
How do you explain
to a child in a
concentration camp
about what a
concentration camp
is? In an attempt to
hold his family
together and help his
son survive the
horrors of Holocaust,
Guido (Roberto
Benigni, actor/director) tells his son that
the Camp is a game and the grand prize for
winning is a tank!

CHILDREN OF HEAVEN, 1997
Director: Majid Majidi (Iran)
Never ever will you forget a pair of shoes.
When young Ali (Amir Farrokh Hashemian)
accidentally loses the only pair of shoes
his little sister Zahra (Bahare Seddiqi)
owns, the siblings attempt to hide the bad
news from their poverty-
stricken father
(Mohammad Amir Naji)
and ill mother (Fereshte
Sarabandi). They devise a
scheme to share Ali’s own
pair of worn sneakers until

they can find a new pair of
shoes for Zahra. A heart-
breaker and a heart-warmer.

MY NEIGHBOUR TOROTO,
1988
Director: Hayao Miyazaki (Japan)
In this otherworldly
tale of childhood and
imagination,
acclaimed director

Miyazaki tells the
story of
schoolgirls
Satsuke and her
younger sister,
Mei, as they
settle into an old
country house
with their father and wait for their
mother to recover from an illness.

As the sisters explore their new home, they
encounter playful forest spirits, most
notably the massive cuddly creature
known as Totoro.

THE RED BALLOON, 1956
Director: Albert Lamorisse (France)

In this nearly-
wordless tale, a young
boy discovers a stray
red balloon, which
seems to have a mind
of its own. The two
become inseparable,
yet the world’s harsh
realities finally
interfere. This
Academy Award-
winning short, since
its release, has

captivated movie lovers cutting across
generations.

THE CAVE OF THE YELLOW
DOG, 2005
Director:
Byambasuren
Davaa (Mongolia)
Director Byambasuren
Davaa lived with the
Batchuluuns, a real
nomadic family in
Mongolia, and let
things unfold naturally
to create this
thoughtful and
beautiful film about a young girl, Nansal
(Nansal Batchuluun), from of a nomadic
Mongolian family, who finds a small dog,
names him Zochor, and wants to keep
him against her father's belief that the
dog will bring bad luck to the family.

DANCING IN JAFFA, 2013
Director: Hilla Medalia (Israel)
In this documentary, renowned ball-room

dancer Pierre
Dulaine takes his
programme, Dancing
Classrooms, back to
his city of birth, Jaffa,
to teach Jewish and
Palestinian Israelis to
dance and compete
together. Is that
possible?

THE SECRET
OF KELLS, 2009
Directors: Tomm Moore, Nora
Twomey (France-Belgium)

In this renowned
animation film, a
young boy in a
remote medieval
outpost — under
siege from
barbarian raids —
is beckoned to
adventure when a
celebrated
master
illuminator
arrives with an

ancient book, brimming with secret
wisdom and powers. 

CANELA, 2012
Director: Jordi Mariscal
(Mexico)
Canela, also known as
Cinammon, is a
drama/fantasy story.
After Maria's mom dies,
her grandmother is
broken and doesn’t want
to cook with Maria
anymore. After a new
cook is hired, Maria,
helped by occasional visits from the spirit
of her mother, must convince her grandma
to cook once again. 

Natalie Wood, Richard Beymer,
Russ Tamblyn, Rita Moreno, and
George Chakiris.
The story: Lovers Maria and Tony
find themselves entangled in the
bitter battle between their
gangster families. Knowing this
feud will lead to disastrous
consequences, Maria sends Tony
to end the fight.
Accolades: Released on October
18, 1961, the film received high

praise from critics and viewers,
and became the highest-grossing
film of 1961. The film was
nominated for 11 Academy
Awards and won 10, including
Best Picture, becoming the record
holder for the most wins for a
musical.
The new one: The new remake by
Steven Spielberg, set to be
released in 2021, stars Ansel
Elgort and Rachel Zegler.

Here are 10 films that you
can watch to get a taste of
international cinema

An introduction to foreign cinema

WEST SIDE STORY
The brilliance of 1961 review

“‘West Side Story’ is a beautifully-
mounted, impressive, emotion-
ridden and violent musical which,
in its stark approach to a raging
social problem and realism of
unfoldment, may set a pattern
for future musical presentations.
Screen takes on a new dimension
in this powerful and sometimes
fascinating translation of the
Broadway musical to the greater
scope of motion pictures. ..The
Romeo and Juliet theme, pro-
pounded against the seething

background of rival and bitter-
ly-hating youthful Puerto Rican
and American gangs (repping the
Montagues and the Capulets) on
the upper West Side of
Manhattan, makes for both a
savage and tender admixture of
romance and war-to-the-death.
Technically, it is superb; use of
color is dazzling, camera work
often is thrilling, editing fast with
dramatic punch, production
design catches mood as well as
action itself.”

— Whitney Williams, Variety

Nitya.Shukla@timesgroup.com

A
t 22, Amanda Gorman,
created history as the
youngest poet to read at
a Presidential inaugura-
tion, joining the likes of

illustrious poets like Maya Angelou
and Robert Frost. Gorman delivered

her original composition ‘The Hill
We Climb’, a poem that is a “mes-

sage of hope and unity”. The
poem was inspired by the events
of January 6, when supporters

of former president Donald
Trump stormed the US Capitol

in a bid to undo Biden’s election vic-

tory. According to reports, Gorman
had already written the poem, but
chose to extensively revise at the last
minute as a response to the 
attack. She told ‘The New York
Times’, “I’m not going to in
any way gloss over what
we’ve seen over the past
few weeks and, dare I
say, the past few years.
But what I really aspire
to do in the poem is to
be able to use my words
to envision a way in
which our country can
still come together and can

still heal. It’s doing that in a way that
is not erasing or neglecting the harsh
truths I think America needs to rec-
oncile with.” Gorman wanted to show

the world how democracy “can
never be permanently de-

feated” and as a symbol of
hope. Since the per-
formance, the reviews
have been nothing
short of glowing: CNN
praised her for sum-
ming “up with emotion

and beautiful eloquence
the idea of what this coun-

try came close to losing.”

That’s not all, acknowledging that the
section “history has its eyes on us” is
in reference to the ‘Hamilton’ track
‘History Has its Eyes on You’, cre-
ator/actor Lin Manuel Miranda tweet-
ed to Gorman, saying “You were per-
fect. Perfectly written, perfectly de-
livered. Every bit of it. Brava!”

Originally from Los Angeles,
raised by a single mother, Gorman is
the first National Youth Poet Laure-
ate. As a child, she had a speech im-
pediment (like current US president
Joe Biden) and turned to writing. She
won her first poetry prize at 16 years
old and went on to study sociology at
Harvard. To prepare for her per-
formance at the inauguration, Gor-
man read the poem aloud over and
over, “practising it and trying to let it
be known in my mouth, but not feel
robotic.” Ahead of her reading, Gor-
man spoke with CBS News about the
mantra she tells herself ahead of any
performance, which invokes the
strength of her ancestors. “One of the
preparations that I do always when-
ever I perform is I say a mantra to my-
self,which is ‘I’m the daughter of black
writers. We’re descended from free-
dom fighters who broke through
chains and changed the world. They
call me’. And that is the way in which
I prepare myself for the duty that
needs to get done,” she said. Gorman
has previously written about the strug-
gle for racial equality and the #MeToo
Movement against sexual assault. In
fact, it was FLOTUS Jill Biden, who
recommended the young poet to the
Inaugural Committee after watch-
ing her electrifying performance at
the Library of Congress earlier.

Since the Inauguration, the Har-
vard University graduate has become
an overnight star and a social media
darling.Her earlier works have shot to
the top of Amazon bestseller lists ahead
of their publication.A collection of Gor-
man’s poems to be published in Sep-
tember was number one on the Ama-
zon bestseller list.A hardcover copy of
her inaugural poem to be released next
month is number three on the list.

 International Children’s Digital Library:
This digital library has over 4,000
historical and contemporary titles in 59
languages. www.en.childrenslibrary.org
 Novel Free Read: Provides ebooks of
contemporary authors for free.
www.freenovelsread.com
 Open Library: Houses a collection of
more than one million books, with access
to over 22,000 free online books.
www.openlibrary.org
 Story Online: An award-winning site
that features famous actors like  Kiernan
Shipka, Rami Malek, Chris Pine  and
others reading children’s books.www.
www.storylineonline.net/
 Project Gutenberg: Known for its
collection of classic works, available for
free because their copyright has expired.
www.https://www.gutenberg.org/ 
 Goodreads: Check their ebook shelves
for free downloadable books.
www.goodreads.com
 Planet eBook: An
attractive site that offers
classic literature for free.
www.planetebook.com

THE PUMPKIN SEED by Dr Sangeeta
Barve and Radhika Tipnis
A super cute story for
readers up to the ages
of 6, this story is of
Pinku, a little girl, who
sings to her little pump-
kin plant daily as she
tends to it and gets pleasantly surprised. 

MARIELLA, QUEEN OF THE SKIES by
Eoin Colfer and Katy Halford

The brilliant Eoin Colfer,
creator of the ‘Artemis
Fowl’ series, pens a heart-
warming story about a
young inventor named
Mariella. She is always
buzzing with great ideas
and counts bedtime as

wasted time because who
wants to sleep when you’ve got so much
to do! She wants to build a rocket-pow-
ered flying suit that’ll let her travel to
anywhere in a jiffy. But everyone needs
sleep, so what in the world will Mariella
do? 

GIRLS TO THE RESCUE
by Sowmya Rajendran

and Ashok
Rajagopalan

Witty,
hilarious and on
point… the writers
retell well-known

fairytales in
which famil-
iar hero-
ines are
recast to
overturn
stereo-
typical
notions
of beau-
ty and

strength. 

#GIRLPOWERGorman’s works
knocked former 

president Barack
Obama’s 

autobiography, 
‘A Promised Land’

down to the number
five position

“When day
comes, we ask

ourselves 
Where can we find light,

In this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry, a sea

we must wade.” 
– ‘The Hill We

Climb’

As she recited ‘The Hill We Climb’,
in the bright sunlight, her voice
animated and full of emotion,
Gorman described her background
as a “skinny Black girl, descended
from slaves and raised by a single
mother” who can dream of being
president one day, “only to find
herself reciting for one.”

S
tudent blogger Blake
Velick writes in
‘broadway.com’:
“Stories are the
memories of

generations. Stories that
transcend time hold the same
values, yet their specific
narratives transform through how
they are told. Similarly, memories
maintain consistent emotions
while their content changes over
time when recalled in different
contexts.”  
The remake: First, the news. This
classic 1961 musical romantic
drama directed by Robert Wise
and Jerome Robbins has been
remade by Steven Spielberg, in
2020. Before watching the latest
one, go for the 1961 classic. 
The background: With a
screenplay by Ernest Lehman,
the film is an adaptation of the
1957 Broadway musical of the
same name, which in turn was
inspired by Shakespeare’s
‘Romeo and Juliet’. It stars

Natalie Wood and Richard Beymer in
West Side Story (1961)

Ansel Elgort and Rachel Zegler (centre) in the 2020 version of ‘West Side Story’, directed by Steven Spielberg 
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“I have failed at times, but I have never stopped trying.”
Rahul Dravid, former cricketer

SIMPLY SPORTS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 202104

Photo: TOI

Did you know that the game of snooker was invented in 1875 in Jabalpur, India? Today, it’s is played in around 90 countries with a global television 
audience of 500 million. It’s only a matter of time before the game is included in the prestigious Olympic games. Here’s a beginner’s guide...

OBJECT OF THE GAME

The object of the game is to use the white
cue ball to pot the other balls in the cor-
rect sequence and ultimately score more
points than your opponent, in order to
win the frame – a frame being the indi-
vidual game unit.

Snooker can be played by 2 people, or 
in teams.

To start with, 15 red balls are arranged
in a triangle at one end of the table. Six
other coloured balls — one each of yel-
low, green, brown, blue, pink and black
— are arranged in designated places on
the table.

A round, or a frame, begins with one play-
er ‘breaking off ’, or hitting the cue ball
into the reds, with the aim of displacing
a few of the balls. Thereafter, the player
must pot a red and coloured ball, alter-
natively. The aim is to pot all the balls
on the table in a specific order.

TOP PLAYERS
MEN

Judd Trump - England

Neil Robertson - Australia           

Ronnie O’Sullivan - England

Mark Selby - England

Kyren Wilson - England

WOMEN

Reanne Evans - England

On Yee Ng - Hong Kong 

Nutcharut Wongharuthai - Thailand

Rebecca Kenna - England

Maria Catalano - England

HOW IS BILLIARDS 
DIFFERENT?

Billiards is also a cue sport, like snooker.
But it is played with just white, yellow
and red balls. The white and yellow balls
are the cue balls of the two opponents.
The players have to score set points. The
first one to reach the required score wins.

CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Triple Crown, that is the three
most prestigious annual tournaments
are the UK Championship, the Mas-
ters, and the World Championship.
The UK Championship and Masters
finals have a best-of-19 frames format.
The World Championship final has
the best of 35 frames.

SOME COMMON FOULS

Failing to hit any other ball with the
cue ball.

Hitting a ball that’s not ‘on’.

Potting the white ball.

Hitting a ball other than the white
with the cue stick.

Touching the cue ball with something
other than cue tip.

Playing a push shot.

Playing a jump shot where cue ball
jumps the bed of the table.

Playing a shot with both feet touch-
ing the ground.

Potting two balls in one shot (except
two red balls when red colour is ‘on’).

SCORING

A player earns points when he pots balls in the
correct sequence, or when his opponent com-
mits a foul. A red ball carries one point, while
the yellow carries two points, green: three,
brown: four, blue: five, pink: six, and black: sev-
en. A ball that is next in the sequence to be pot-
ted is referred to as being “on”.

A player begins with potting a red ball followed
by a coloured. He will continue to pot or pock-
et balls, in red-colour sequence till he fails to
pot a ball or till he commits a foul. Then he re-
linquishes the table to the opponent. So if play-
er A pots a red, then a black, red, brown, red,
and then misses the next shot, his score would
be 1 + 7 + 1 + 4 + 1 = 14 points.

If the opponent then pots red, black, red, yel-
low, he scores 1 + 7 + 1 + 2 = 11 points.

As play continues, all the potted red balls re-
main out of the table, but the potted coloured
balls are placed back on their designated spot.
When all the 15 reds have been potted, the play-

ers have to again pot the coloured balls in se-
quence from yellow to black. When only the cue
ball remains on the table, the player with the
most points wins the frame. A player (or team)
that has the highest score at the end of a pre-
determined number of frames wins the match.

A maximum break, or points scored during
one turn at the table, in snooker is where a
player pots all 15 reds with 15 blacks, and then
clears up the colours for a total of 147 points.

A player may concede a frame if the possible
points from the balls remaining on the table
are not enough to make up the difference in
scores. However, if the difference in points is
marginal, the players may try to force the oth-
er to commit a foul, or may try to clean up the
table of the remaining colours.

If the scores are tied, only the black ball is re-
spotted. The player who pots the black wins,
while the player committing a foul automati-
cally loses.

FOULS

Fouls are an important part of the game,
as they allow an opponent to win the
frame. In case of a foul, the non-fouling
player gets penalty points. Fouls carry
a penalty of four points. But if a foul in-
volves a ball with a value higher than
4, penalty points equal to the value of
that ball is awarded. If a foul results in
the opponent not getting a direct path
between the white and an ‘on’ ball, the
opponent is said to be “snookered” and
gets a free ball. This means he can hit
any ball, and it will be considered a red.

The table: The table is 12 ft × 6 ft
in dimension. It has a slate base
and a green baize covering. It has
a pocket in each of the four cor-
ners and in the middle of both
the long sides of the table. The
table has marking on which the
balls are arranged.

Balls: Made of phenolic resin,
they are approximately 52.5 mm
in diameter.

Cue stick: A cue is a tapered
stick, with a tip attached at the
thinner end. This tip is what
makes contact with the cue ball.
A cue is usually around 57 to 59

inches long. It may weigh be-
tween 450 and 600 grams. It is
made of maple or ash wood,
though occasionally other mate-
rial such as graphite,carbon fiber
or fiberglass is used. A cue may
have a detachable extension  of
about 6 inches. The cue stick is
played by gliding it over a bridge
formed by the fingers of the non-
playing hand.

Cue Tip: The cue stick has a
leather tip at the narrow end,
which is either glued or screwed
in place. It is generally 9 to 10 mm
in diameter.The curvature of the
tip determines the spin it lends

to the cue ball.The tip compresses
or hardens as shots are played,
affecting the desired friction to
the ball. Hence, a cue chalk is ap-
plied to the tip, mostly after every
other shot, to help achieve the de-
sired friction.

The rest: This is a stick that looks
like the cue, but has a plastic or
metal X shape on the end. It is
used to rest the cue stick on when
the cue ball is too far to reach.

Spider: It is a stick that looks like
a rest but has a bridge on the end.
It is used to take a shot that is too
far away to be bridged by hand.

TERMINOLOGY

Frame – One game or round of
the match.

Breaking off – Taking the first
shot and hitting the cue ball
into the reds at the beginning
of a frame.

Re-rack – Set up the table for
a another frame.

Cue ball – The white ball.

Object ball - Coloured ball

Pack – The triangle of reds on
the table.

On their spots – When the
coloured balls are placed in
their designated spots on 
the table.

In-off – When the cue ball goes
in a pocket.

On - A ball that a player may
legally pot on a given turn.

Break – The total number of
points a player scores in a sin-
gle  visit or turn at the table.

Century – A score of 100 points
at one turn at the table (making
a break of 100+).

Free ball – When a player can
hit any ball, due to a foul by 
the opponent.

Maximum – 147 points

Baulk – Top half of the table.

Baulk line – The line on the
table where the yellow, brown
and green sit.

Bolt – The bottom half of
the table.

The D – The D shape at the top
of the table.

EQUIPMENT

World number one Judd Trump
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India’s Pankaj
Advani has won
23 world titles
and a Career
Grand Slam
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