
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Agastya International Foundation is holding
'Innovation Express'
competition  with the
support of Times For
India org and Global
Shala.
The competition is a
platform for students
to showcase innovative
ideas to everyday chal-
lenges.  Contest is

open to everyone above 11 years of age.
Students, working professionals
and those willing to be part of
a global challenge can partici-
pate.

Free Registration at
http://shorturl.at/yCF12
Last date to submit your
innovations is Feb 10, 2021.
For more details contact:
9989012424  / 8978090707

The voices of
vendors on the
streets, people

shopping at the col-
orful stalls, the smell
of delicious street
chats, I miss them all.
It's surprising how quickly times
changed. One  day I was out, enjoy-
ing life and the next I was stuck in-
side, celebrating it. Where I always
had a blind eye to my fortunes, now
I thank God every night for every-
thing that I have.

Yes, there are things that I dear-
ly miss, but now they aren't the only
ones I think about. The realization
of how valuable and uncertain every
minute is, has me on my toes to
make the most out of everyday _
learning new things, working on my-
self and helping whomever I can in
the smallest way possible.

The saying that the only thing
constant in life is change couldn't
have been any more true. This year
has been full of changes for every-
one, demanding all our attention

and giving us little to no time to get
accustomed to them all. Yes, there
have been changes that were most
necessary, but the fact that not all
were welcome is also still true.

It has been more than nine
months and I am still not ready to

face the screen every morning. The
fact that I haven't met my friends in
so long and the thought that even if
we did meet, we wouldn't be able to
hug seems so surreal. The feeling of
fear that always creeps in whenev-
er I am out still makes me want to

return back to
the safety of
my house.
And even
though I have
my mask on
and have sani-

tized my hands a dozen times, that
one question, 'Is this really enough?',
still manages to make itself so loud
and clear.

Is this really going to be our new
normal now? Where there is appre-
hension whenever we greet some-
one we know? Fear when I step out
of my house? Dealing with that un-
certainty everyday? Being confined
in a mask? The feelings of anxiety,
loneliness and longing for this all to
end? If this is really going to be our
'new normal', I think I will require
a little more time to cope with it all,
a little more patience to accept this
'new normal' and a little more con-
fidence to believe that I can cope up
with this 'new normal'.
Ananya, class X, Presidency School,
Nandini Layout

M
akar Sankranti marks the arrival of
spring in India. It is celebrated
under different names and tradi-

tions across our country, with a diverse
culture and is considered a time of peace
and prosperity. Spiritual practices are con-

ducted on this
day too. The
students of
class IV pre-

sented the assembly based on the theme
Makar Sankranti, with great zeal and
enthusiasm. They were dressed in tradi-
tional clothes for the occasion and show-
cased the different ways of celebrating the
festival, in the states of India. Colourful
and artistic kites made by the students
added colour to the celebration. 

The school was proud to
have been ranked No
1 in India, Karnataka

and Bangalore in innovative
pedagogy, which was
announced at the Education

World Pre-school Grand
Jury Awards 2020-21! An
incredible achievement
considering this has been
an immensely challenging
year for both preschool and
K-12 education. Special
thanks to principal Shruthi
Y Arun and the entire team
from the school for this
tremendous achievement!

Sitting in the woods,
sunlight filtering through the trees,
little birds chirping among golden leaves,
I wonder...
why did nature do this to us?

Walking along the shore,
waves hitting my feet,
the orange sun kissing the boundless sea,
I wonder...
why did nature do this to us?

Laying beneath the midnight sky,
stars shimmering above,

I wonder...
why did nature do this to us?
or did we do this to ourselves?
...did we do this to ourselves?  

Walking past decapitated forests,
and factories spewing smoke;
all this damage humanity brought.
so I realise...
nature is fighting back.
Yes, we did this to ourselves.

- Ebbani Shetty, class XII,  Navkis Educational
Centre

Develop growth mindset Ways of celebrating showcased
MAKAR SANKRANTI 

NPS
WHITEFIELD

EUROSCHOOL
WHITEFIELD

Love your country passionately,
Much as you would, your family.
Fight not over caste, language or region
Since Humanity is the only religion.
Let hard work and sincerity define your loyalty             
To elevate mother India to a royalty.                              
As Indians - take pride in your identity                          
Tolerance and brotherhood we will nurture,
For you know it makes for a better future.
Come! Let's join together in pursuing peace                  
For that's the only way petty differences will cease.      
Syed Abdur Rahman, class VI, Aavishkar Academy

OUR COUNTRY -- OUR PRIDEAward for innovative pedagogy 

Platform to showcase
ideas to daily challenges

ARRESTING PRESENCE: Hamsini Ganesan, class X, Sishu Griha Senior School HOOPOE ON A ROCK: Lakshmi M, class IX, Sishu Griha Senior School 

It will take time
accepting the
new normal

WHO DID THIS TO US..

As part of growing up, we are often
asked where our interests
lie. There are some who

are interested in science, others
with a creative bent of mind love
art, the technology loving ones
would any day vouch for comput-
er science and a sports enthusi-
ast would find immense satisfac-
tion on the field. Today, there's a
surge in the success stories in novel, adven-
turous and fun work fields. These people
have embraced change and challenges in the
face of adversity. There is an underlying
common thread amongst them. So, what is
it?
A large number of these successful people
display what is called the growth mindset in
the area where they have excelled. World
renowned Stanford University psychologist
Carol S Dweck explains the concept beautiful-
ly in her book Mindset - The New Psychology
of Success.
When we have a fixed mindset, we have pre-
determined notions about our abilities. This
leads to limiting beliefs about ourselves and
before we know it, it reflects in our actions
and performance. We limit ourselves in the

belief that we can achieve only this
much.
On the other hand, with a 'Growth'
mindset, we do not impost bound-
aries on our abilities and believe
that with the right intentions,
planning and hardwork, abilities
can be improved and higher goals
can be achieved.
This is not just true of academic

performance. Life is full of examples with
people like Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg,
the Phogat Sisters who through constant pur-
suits, achieved seemingly impossible feats.
Each of these success stories have a common
ingredients: a growth mindset. 

In order to live with a growth mindset,
one should have
1. Curiosity
2. Clear goal or intent
3. Focus and determination
4. Willingness to work hard  
5. Unwavering faith in oneself
I urge you all to look at your beliefs that
may be limiting you, challenge them and
strive to achieve higher goals.
Supriya Khanna, teacher, DPS Whitefield



Q1: The most consecutive
UEFA Champions League

football seasons a player has
scored in is 16, achieved by
Lionel Messi and _____?
a) Kylian Mbappé  ❑ b) Karim Benzema  ❑

c) Cristiano Ronaldo  ❑ d) Zlatan Ibrahimovic  ❑

Q2: Which player won the 2017-
18 NBA Twyman-Stokes

Teammate Award? 
a) Dirk Nowitzki  ❑ b) Mike Conley  ❑

c) Shane Battier  ❑ d) Jamal Crawford  ❑

Q3: Which tennis player was
the first in history to win

at least three consecutive Slams in
a year on three separate
occasions?
a) Novak Djokovic  ❑ b) Rafael Nadal  ❑

c) Roger Federer  ❑ d) Andy Murray  ❑

Q4: Name the basketball player
who won the 2014-15 NBA

Most Improved Player Award 
a) Jimmy Butler  ❑ b) Goran Dragic  ❑

c) Paul George  ❑ d) Ryan Anderson ❑

Q5: The fastest hat-trick in a
Bundesliga match came

within 4 minutes. Which of these
footballers achieved it?
a) Kylian Mbappé  ❑ b) Karim Benzema  ❑

c) Robert Lewanadowski  ❑
d) Zlatan Ibrahimovic  ❑

Q6: At which Olympic Games
did tennis player Andy

Murray win his first Olympic
singles gold medal?
a) 2004 Athens Games  ❑ b) 2008 Beijing Games ❑
c) 2016 Rio Games  ❑ d) 2012 London Games  ❑

Q7: The most men’s singles
titles won by a badminton

player in a season are 11, achieved
by which of the following players? 
a) Lin Dan  ❑ b) Kento Momota  ❑

c) Viktor Axelsen  ❑ d) Chen Long ❑

Q8: Which football team has
the most UEFA Champions

League victories to its credit?
a) Arsenal  ❑ b) Liverpool  ❑
c) Real Madrid  ❑ d) Barcelona  ❑

Q9: Murray became the first
tennis player in Olympic

history to win two singles gold medals.
Whom did he defeat in the final?
a) Novak Djokovic  ❑ b) Rafael Nadal  ❑

c) Roger Federer  ❑ d) Juan Martin del Potro  ❑

Q10: The fastest goal scored
in a Serie A football

match came in 6.76 seconds.
Which player scored the goal?
a) Alexis Saelemaekers  ❑ b) Ismaël Bennacer  ❑
c) Riyad Mahrez  ❑ d) Rafael Leão  ❑

Q11 Which basketball player
won 2014-15 NBA Rookie

of the Year Award?
a) Ben Simmons  ❑ b) Damian Lillard  ❑

c) Andrew Wiggins  ❑
d) Michael Carter-Williams  ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Andy Murray
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ANSWERS: 1 b) Karim Benzema   
2 d) Jamal Crawford   3 a) Novak Djokovic
4 a) Jimmy Butler   5 c) Robert Lewanadowski 
6 d) 2012 London Games   7 b) Kento Momota 
8 c) Real Madrid   9 d) Juan Martin del Potro
10 d) Rafael Leão   11 c) Andrew Wiggins
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Washington scored
his maiden fifty
while finding the

fence seven times
and clearing it once

Shardul opened
his account with
a hooked six off
the world’s num-
ber one bowler,
Pat Cummins

Outstanding applica-
tion and belief by
Washington
Sundar and
Shardul Thakur. This
is what test cricket is all about.
Washy top composure on debut
and tula parat maanla re Thakur!
(hats off to you again)
Virat Kohli

Adelaide 2003: India
conceded a lead of
33. Today in
Brisbane India con-
cede 33, when at one

stage it looked like they may
end up conceding 133. Great
effort considering that
Australia’s 4 bowlers had more
than 1000 Test wickets to India’s
5 bowlers having 11. 
Shandar Zabardast.
Virender Sehwag

Congrats Washington
Sundar and Shardul
Thakur on your
maiden Test ‘50s.
Loved the fight, tech-
nique and will power you both
exhibited. Also, a good example

for young bowlers to work on
their batting as you never know
when your contribution with the
bat will help the team.
VVS Laxman

From net bowlers who arrived
for practice to the
highest scorers in
the innings. We
have to stand up
and appreciate one
of the most resilient fightbacks!
Dinesh Karthik

Full credit to India ... The char-

acter they have had
to show on this
tour has been
remarkable ... also
the resilience with so
many injuries ... a team is only
as good as its bench many say
... Well India have a very strong
bench of players now.
Michael Vaughan

Was the Shardul-washi
partnership the
Most defining part-
nership of the
series or was it the

Ashwin-vihari one??
Murali Kartik 

I don’t know if our team will win the
border gavaskar trophy
but they are definitely
have won our hearts
!! The grit , courage,
determination and skill
shown by them is exemplary !!
Can’t stop smiling at the moment.
Rohan Gavaskar

Magnificent Knocks , top order
batters would be proud of.
Deep Dasgupta

SURE I WILL GET A
BIG SCORE: SUNDAR
TO HIS DAD BEFORE

GABBA INNINGS
While fans and former cricketers are
pleasantly surprised at India’s tail wag-
ging with No. 7 and 8 scoring half-cen-
turies, Washington Sundar’s father is
upset at his son for not getting a Test
century. “I am disappointed he did not
get a 100. When Siraj came, he should
have hit fours and sixes. He is capable
of that. He should have gone for sixes.
He could have gone for pulls and big
hits. Perhaps, he thought of trying to
come close to Australia’s total as the
lead was very less,” father M Sundar
told IANS from Chennai. “I speak to him
in Australia every day. I told him last
evening whenever you get a chance, get
a big score. He said, ‘sure I will’.” IANS

THE SAVIOURS
Test rookies Shardul Thakur and Washington Sundar

combined for a rearguard century stand to drag India
back into the contest in the deciding fourth test

against Australia being played at the Gabba, Brisbane

■  Washington Sundar on Sunday registered the
highest individual score for a debutant batting at
number seven in Australia. Sundar went on to play
a knock of 62 runs in his debut Test and with the
help of this innings, India came storming back into
the ongoing fourth Test against Australia. Overall,
Sundar has registered the third-highest score for an
Indian debutant batting at number seven. Sundar
and Shardul Thakur registered their half-centuries
on day three against Australia. Both batsmen also
registered the highest seventh-wicket partnership
for India at the Gabba.

■  Shardul and Sundar built a 123-run stand and
finally, the partnership was broken by Pat Cum-
mins as he dismissed Shardul (67). The duo broke
the record of Kapil Dev and Manoj Prabhakar. Dev
and Prabhakar had stitched together a partner-
ship of 58 runs in 1991, and 20-years later, finally
the record has been broken. Shardul and Sundar
joined forces at the crease when India was in a
spot of bother at 186/6 and the visitors were look-
ing to avoid being bundled out in a hurry.

■ The duo mixed caution with aggression and both
batsmen were up to the task of capitalising on the
loose balls. Sundar and Shardul also faced seven overs
with the second new ball, and both batsmen remained
unfazed. India was finally bundled out for 336, hand-
ing Australia a lead of 33 runs. Openers David Warn-
er and Marcus Harris remained unbeaten on 20 and
1 respectively, helping Australia swell their lead to 54.

RECORDS SHATTERED
AT THE GABBA

■  India’s top-order batsmen all squandered chances to score
heavily, with all but Shubman Gill getting starts but all ex-
cept Cheteshwar Pujara falling to rash shots. The visitors
began the extended morning session on 62 for two, with Pu-
jara and Ajinkya Rahane at the crease. Both men looked to
keep the scoreboard ticking over, in contrast to Saturday
afternoon, where they were more intent on survival.

■  They saw off Starc and Cummins but Hazlewood was
introduced into the attack and produced a brilliant over
which led to Pujara’s downfall. Hazlewood got a ball to an-
gle in, then straightened slightly to catch the outside edge
of Pujara’s bat and Australia's captain and wicketkeeper
Tim Paine took a routine catch.

■  Rahane and Mayank Agarwal steadied the ship but with
the lunch break in sight, Rahane couldn’t resist playing at
a wide ball from left-arm paceman Starc angling across his
body and edged a comfortable catch to Matthew Wade at
fourth slip. The Indian captain, on 37, threw his head back
in disgust at the manner of his dismissal before trudging
off. The Indians began the second session at 161 for four with
the dangerous Agarwal and Rishabh Pant at the crease.

■  However, like Rahane, both Agarwal and Pant fell to
injudicious shots. Agarwal slashed at a wide delivery
from Cummins’ second ball after the resumption to fall
for 38, caught at second slip by Steve Smith. Then to com-
pound India’s problems, Pant did the same to Hazlewood,
only to be caught in the gully by Green for 23. At that
stage Australia were in command of the Test but Sundar,
playing his first Test, and Thakur, in his second, had oth-
er ideas and defied the bowling attack.

TOP ORDER GOT OUT
PLAYING RASH SHOTS

WE HAVE TO STAND UP AND APPRECIATE ONE OF THE MOST RESILIENT FIGHTBACKS!

I’M NO DUD WITH THE BAT: THAKUR
I do believe I have some batting talent. I do work on my bat-
ting in the nets. We wait for these moments, these opportuni-
ties, to contribute with the bat.

When we were new, we were trying to defend a lot. As our
partnership grew, we started playing shots. We knew that
there is some true bounce here at the Gabba. If bowler errs
on his line and length, we can put those loose deliveries away.
We waited for our chance. Whenever there was a loose deliv-
ery we tried to put it away for four or take twos and threes
hitting in outfield.

04 “You are never really playing an opponent. You are playing yourself, your own
highest standards, and when you reach your limits, that is real joy.”

Arthur Ashe, former tennis player
SIMPLY SPORTS
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