
“We know what we are, but know not what we may be.” WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE, playwright
“We must be willing to let go of the life we have planned, so as to have
the life that is waiting for us.” E. M. FORSTER, author

FILMS.BOOKS.MUSIC
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 2021

CLICK HERE: PAGE 3 AND 4

Pics: Istock

How To Change The World by
Rashmi Sirdeshpande & Annabel
Tempest: Itching to change the
world? In Rashmi
Sirdeshpande’s new book, you’ll
learn about 15 phenomenal
things people have achieved
throughout history. Learn
how craftsmen built the
Great Pyramid in ancient

Egypt, when the Ancient Greeks first
established democracy, how campaigners fought
for women’s right to vote and how Rosa Parks

helped initiate the US Civil Rights Movement. 
The Worries: Sohal Finds a Friend by Jion

Sheibani: To make himself feel better, he draws
his worries which come alive as furry

creatures. A beautiful lesson in the
complexities of emotions that we feel on
a daily basis, and a great book for

youngsters trying to understand themselves. 
A Swim in a Pond in the Rain: In Which Four

Russians Give a Master Class on Writing, Reading, and
Life by George Saunders: One of the greatest short
story writers of our time draws on his own love of
Chekhov, Turgenev, Tolstoy and Gogol—and on his joy
in teaching them to his students. 
What’s Inside A Flower? by Rachel Ignotofsky: Budding
scientists will love exploring the stunning pages of this
informative non-fiction book that teaches children how
flowers grow.

DISRUPTIVE BOOK COVER
DESIGNS
Move over minimalism. According to
www.99designs.com, book cover designs
will get big, bold and loud this year. The
idea is to hold back a key part of the image
to create a more enjoyable reading
experience; by teasing and tantalising
readers about what’s to come. Another
trend to watch out for is books with bold all-
over patterns across their front and back
covers. If you are wondering why, well, old-
school paper books need to be loud to be
able to divert the reader’s (limited)
attention span away from screens and other
digital
distractions. 

MORE
AUDIO
BOOKS
According to
Techcrunch,
audiobooks will become
even more popular in 2021. Experts
predict that the world will use more
than 8 billion voice assistants by 2023. This
will, of course, affect all digital content
producers and publishers, and will make it
essential to offer podcasts
and other voice content as
a part of a successful
digital content
strategy 

The publishing
trend will also benefit

from the advancements in Artificial
Intelligence (AI) – it is poised to help
authors publish their work and assist
publishing houses to be more efficient. 

BOOK DISCUSSIONS, MORE
LIBRARIES
Facebook published a 40 page report that
forecasts important consumer topics and
trends for 2021. The data shows that
discussions related to authors, literature
and history, have spiked; and will continue
to be trends into 2021. “Beyond the books

themselves, small bookstores are
reinforcing their
presence in local
communities. Libraries
have also taken an
active community role,

delivering books
and calling to
check on elderly
people. As books
become wider

windows into
the world, lit
erary

tradition is
going from
hobby to

habit.”

MORE ONLINE READING
According to www.paperlit.com, the
publishing world is undoubtedly heading
towards a digital future with 44% of the
world population already reading online.
This increased during the 2020 coronavirus
outbreak, when more readers turned to
digital instead of printed content for fiction
as well as for non-fiction content. 

BRAND LOYALTY
Most book marketing websites also predict
2021 will focus on building brand loyalty.
According to them, publishers will develop
content, experiences and customer service
channels for their loyal customers to
cultivate the feeling of belonging to a
specific community.

PANDEMIC:
2020’S MUSE 
Throughout 2020 publishers
raced against time to
release books that shed light
or reported on #Coronavirus, a
topic that has trended on social media
sites on a daily basis. These included
reported narratives, doctors’ accounts
and extended upto spiritual guides and
poetry and more. And this is poised to
continue in 2021. For example: Patient
Zero (a collection of case studies and
medical histories of Covid-19’s impact)
by physician Lydia Kang and journalist
Nate Pedersen is to be published in
2021, and has already been making
news in 2021.

83
One of the most antici-

pated Bollywood releas-
es in 2021, Kabir

Khan’s ‘83’ is the
story of Indian

cricket team’s
World Cup victo-

ry in 1983, led
by Kapil Dev.

Ranveer
Singh plays

the Indian
cricket

captain
in the

film.

FAST AND FURIOUS 9
After the events of ‘The Fate of

the Furious’ (2017), Dominic Toretto
(Vin Diesel) and his family must face

Dominic’s younger brother Jakob, a deadly
assassin, who is working with their old enemy

Cipher, and who holds a personal
vendetta against his older

brother.

SOORYAVANSHI
In this Rohit Shetty film, DCP Veer

Sooryavanshi (Akshay
Kumar), the

chief of the
Mumbai anti-

terrorism squad,
joins forces with

Inspector Sangram
Bhalerao (Ranveer

Singh) and DCP
Bajirao Singham (Ajay

Devgn) to stop a terrorist
group planning to attack

Mumbai.

BLACK WIDOW
The film is set to feature
classic Marvel villain

Taskmaster, in this Marvel Phase Four film, which
roughly takes place some time after ‘Captain America: Civil
War’. The Budapest storyline, teased in the first ‘Avenger’
(2012), will be part of the plot of this film. It begins from

Natasha Romanov being given
away to KGB right after birth. The
KGB grooms her to become its
ultimate operative, the Black
Widow.

THE MATRIX 4
Keanu Reeves and
Carrie-Anne Moss will
reprise their roles as
Neo and Trinity in
this fourth install-
ment of the ‘The
Matrix’ series,
which had
ended

almost two decades ago.
The new film stars Neil Patrick Harris,
Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, and Jada
Pinkett Smith, who played Niobe in
the two Matrix sequels. It is
rumored that Abdul-Mateen might
play a young Morpheus in the
new film as Laurence Fishburne
isn’t returning as Morpheus.
Very little is known about the
plot so far. It’s a good time
to watch the trilogy, one of
the highest grossing films
of Hollywood ever
made. 

TOP GUN: MAVERICK
Navy pilot, Pete ‘Maverick’
Mitchell, keeps pushing the

envelope
after years
of service as
one of the
Navy’s top avi-
ators. He will be
forced to con-
front unresolved
issues from his past
while training a new
squad of graduates for
a dangerous mission.

LAAL SINGH CHADDHA
Adapted from ‘Forest Gump’,
Aamir Khan plays the title char-
acter in this film directed by
Advait Chandan. At a bus stop,
Laal Singh Chaddha recounts
his life story to strangers who

sit next to him on a bench.

MAIDAAN
This biographical sports film
starring Ajay Devgn is based on
the golden era of Indian foot-
ball. Devgn plays football coach
Syed Abdul Rahim, who is
regarded as the architect of
Indian football. The story is
about change, self-belief, and
the most beautiful

game on earth.

NO TIME TO DIE
Starring Daniel Craig as James Bond,
this film begins five years after the
events of ‘Spectre’, the last Bond film
released in 2015. Bond has left active
service and almost retired... till he is
approached by Felix Leiter, his friend
and CIA officer, who wants to find a
kidnapped scientist, Valdo Obruchev.

DUNE
Starring Timothée Chalamet as the
protagonist, Paul Atreides, this Denis
Villeneuve movie adaptation of Frank
Herbert’s eponymous novel, was sup-
posed to release in 2020. Pushed
ahead to 2021, this famous science fic-
tion fantasy novel tells the story of
Atreides’ journey to become the leader
of nomadic tribes for a battle to control
the desert planet, Arrakis.

Let’s get to know Kiernan Shipka a little better
as ‘The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina’ comes
to an end
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“Teens are being portrayed
with depth because they

are multidimensional, and
they deserve to be

portrayed as such”

GENRE ALERT

10 most
ANTICIPATED

films of 2021

B
orn to John Young 
Shipka, a real estate de-
veloper, and Erin Ann
Shipka, Kiernan has
made a name for herself

early in life. The now 21-year-old’s
debut performance was in ‘ER’, the
American medical drama, as a five-
month-old baby. After a few com-
mercial print advertising as a baby,
she landed the role of Sally Draper
in ‘Mad Men’, when she was just 7.
Shipka became a show favourite and
a regular by the time it ended, when
she was in her early teens.After star-
ring in a few films (‘The Blackcoat’s
Daughter’, ‘Let it Snow’) and the TV
series (‘Feud: Betty and Joan’) —
where she was praised for her per-
formance — she got the role of the
protagonist in ‘The Chilling Adven-
tures of Sabrina’.

She won the Screen Actors Guild
Award for ensemble cast in ‘Mad

Men’. In 2014, she was named ‘Most
Influential Teen’ by ‘Time’.

Shipka’s major source of income
is acting. Her net worth is approx.
$3 million, which makes her a mil-
lionaire.

She often talks
about her love for
food on her Insta-
gram account
(@kiernanship-
ka), especially
Italian cuisine
and sushi. She has
learnt ballroom danc-
ing, playing the gui-
tar, and Muay Thai
for self defense.

Style evolution
Shipka can rock every-
thing from retro to
strapless evening gowns
to straight-off-the-runway
looks. Over time her 
style has only gotten better.
She landed a Fendi campaign
in 2019.

CLAUD MINTZ
Claud is an American bedroom

pop musician from the sub-
urbs of Chicago. Debuting
as one-half of the dream
pop duo Toast, the
Brooklyn-based
singer/songwriter crafts

warm, synth-based indie
pop. The debut album,

Super Monster, comes out
February 21, 2021.

GLAIVE
Fifteen-year-old Ash Gutierrez started making
music at the start of the pandemic. Now, with
a handful of two-minute singles and a new EP
out, he’s on the cusp of cult fame.  Inspired by
smaller producers and artists
he discovered in the inter-
net underground he
started making genre-
hopping tracks under
the name ‘Glaive’. His
debut EP, ‘Cypress
Grove’ is brilliant.

CELESTE
Celeste Epiphany Waite is an
American-born British singer
and songwriter. In 2019, she
won both the Brit Award for
‘Rising Star’ and the BBC
Music Award for ‘Introducing
Artist of the Year’. She was
also named the number-one
predicted breakthrough act in an
annual BBC poll of music critics, Sound
of 2020. Her debut album, ‘Not Your Muse’ will
be out February 26, 2021.

ARLO PARKS
Anaïs Oluwatoyin Estelle Marinho, known pro-
fessionally as Arlo Parks, is a British singer-
songwriter and poet from West London.
Known for her singles ‘Cola” and ‘Black Dog’,
she was longlisted as a breakthrough act of
2020 in an annual BBC poll of music
critics, Sound of 2020.  Parks'
debut album, 'Collapsed In
Sunbeams' will be out
January 29, 2021.

nylon.com

Old is gold
I know. Oldest cliché, right?
Yet, in 2020, due to the pan-
demic, we’ve had time to listen
to our old favourites more
than any other year. Not just
that particular song we like
but the whole album. In 2020,
even as things get better with
the vaccine, we will continue
to listen to whole albums. One
of the reasons is that while
working, a soft melody in the
background can light up our
souls. Whether it’s 90’s
Bollywood, AR Rahman or RD
Burman playlists, Coke
Studio, Pink Floyd, film
soundracks… familiar music
makes us feel good any time
because we all love a dose of
nostalgia from time to time.

Streaming is up, so
is buying records
This year was the ‘Year of
Streaming’: movies or music.

People streamed music more
than ever while working from
home. But people also bought
music from record stores or
online. In fact, record stores in
the West saw a jump in sales
once the full lockdown got
over some time mid last year.

Genres dissolving
Music is coming out of the
strict genres boxes we once
talked about. It has been hap-
pening for a while. But
YouTubers, new musicians,
bands, have all
been experiment-
ing more this
year because of
lack of any other
e n g a g e m e n t s
and the new
music genre is
that it has no genre.
There’s hip-hop with
country, techno with
folk and many more such
combinations.

Family music
With so many people listening
to music from home, with fam-
ilies — kids and older genera-
tions — even the most daring
artistes have written lyrics
that have a wider appeal and
cuts across age-bar-
riers.

Book trends 2021!

Nostalgia rules
MUSIC TRENDS 2021 FOUR PROMISING

YOUNG MUSICIANS
TO LOOK OUT FOR

4 BOOKS TO
WATCH OUT FOR 

Kiernan Shipka in ‘The Chilling Adventure of
Sabrina’; (inset) as Sally Draper in Mad Men 

Nitya.Shukla@timesgroup.com



In this Test, India clinched a 171-
run win over Australia and became
the third team in the history of
Test cricket to win after being

forced to follow on. Australia had
made 445 in their first innings,
courtesy Steve Waugh's brilliant
hundred. In their first innings, In-
dia folded up for 171 runs and were
asked to follow on by Australia.
The Sourav Ganguly-led side
played cautiously in the second in-
nings and lost three wickets for 115

runs. India lost Ganguly in the 67th
over of the innings, with the side
getting reduced to 232/4. Rahul
Dravid then joined VVS Laxman
in the middle. The next 104 overs
were a nightmare for the Aussies
as the Indian duo stitched a 376-
run stand to revive the innings and
helped the team stage a dramatic

comeback in the match. Dravid
scored 180 runs, while Laxman
slammed 281, his highest score in
Test cricket. Harbhajan Singh then
added six wickets to his seven from
the first dig and rounded out one
of Test cricket's most famous vic-
tories. India went on to triumph
2-1 in the series.

CRICKET: 
2001 India

“There is no way around hard work. Embrace it. You have to put in the
hours because there’s always something which you can improve. ”

ROGER FEDERER, TENNIS PLAYER04 SIMPLY SPORTS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 2021

There’s nothing more 
satisfying than watching a
team or sportsperson stag-
ing a remarkable comeback
when the chips are down.
Such turnarounds are few
and far between, but when

they happen, history is
scripted. We take you
through some of the

incredible comebacks ever
witnessed in sports

INDIVIDUALS

TEAMS

GREATEST COMEBACKS
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TENNIS: 2017 Roger Federer 

The Swiss, ranked 17th in the world, ar-
rived at the Australian Open in Janu-
ary with minimal expectations after
missing the last six months of the 2016
season with a knee injury. No one ex-
pected him to end his five-year barren
run at the slams at Melbourne Park.
But incredibly, the then 35-year-old came
from a break down in the fifth set to
beat his great rival Rafael Nadal in the
final. It handed Federer a record-ex-
tending 18th grand slam titles.

BOXING: 1987 George Foreman

George Foreman returned to boxing af-
ter 10 years in 1987. Foreman left the
sport in 1977 when he lost a match to
Jimmy Young. Though he never offi-
cially retired, Foreman waited a decade
before returning to the ring in 1987
when he was 38. He boxed for another
10 years with only three losses, ce-
menting his spot as one of the greatest
of all time. He even became the oldest
heavyweight champion of all time. Fore-
man has been inducted into the World
Boxing Hall of Fame and the Interna-
tional Boxing Hall of Fame.

NFL: 2016 Peyton Manning

After neck surgery almost ended his
National Football League career in 2011,
Manning was back in the Super Bowl,
leading the Denver Broncos to a 24-10
victory over the Carolina Panthers.

SWIMMING: Michael Phelps 2016

After the 2012 Olympics, Michael Phelps
stated, “I’m done. I’m finished. I’m re-
tired. I’m done. No more.” He returned
to swimming two years later. Phelps was
already the most decorated Olympian
ever when he retired in 2012. But after
two years away from the sport, the swim-
mer was ready to return to the pool. He
ended up qualifying for the 2016
Olympics, broke multiple records, and
won his 28th and final Olympic medal
before leaving the sport for good as –
still – the most decorated Olympian 
of all time.

BASKETBALL: 1995 Michael Jordan

Michael Jordan returned to basketball
in 1995 via a fax that simply stated: “I’m
back.” Jordan was retired from basket-
ball for 17 months, and dabbled in minor
league baseball, before triumphantly re-
turning to the NBA in 1995. He returned
for another four years and three NBA
championships – the second “three-peat”
of his career. The basketball icon retired
again 1999, returned again in 2001 for
two more years, and then finally retired
for good in 2003 after two seasons with
the Washington Wizards.

GOLF: 2019 Tiger Woods

The American superstar won his fifth Mas-
ters to claim his first major championship
in 11 years. The triumph completed a re-
markable comeback for Woods following
years of surgeries and personal problems
that convinced many that the American
would never again win one of golf’s four ma-
jors. The title, his 15th, moved him to with-
in three of all-time leader, Jack Nicklaus.

FOOTBALL: Brett Favre 2008

Record-breaking quarterback Brett Favre
returned to football five months after for-
mally announcing his retirement. After 15
years with the Green Bay Packers, Favre
announced his retirement from football in
March 2008. “I know I can play, but I don’t
think I want to,” he stated during his re-
tirement press conference. However, in Au-
gust 2008, Favre announced that he was re-
turning to the sport and signing with the
New York Jets. He remained there for a sea-
son, was traded to the Minnesota Vikings
for two seasons – setting NFL records still
– and retired for good in 2011.

BASEBALL: 
2004 Boston Red Sox

The Major League Baseball team erased
an 86-year drought that was called the
Curse of the Bambino when they won
their first World Series title since 1918
after trading Babe Ruth to the New York
Yankees. It came after Boston had ral-
lied from a 0-3 deficit to defeat the Yan-
kees to claim the best of seven Ameri-
can League championship.

SOCCER: 
2005 Liverpool

Trailing by three goals at halftime
against favourites AC Milan in the
Champions League final, Liverpool
scored three goals in a dramatic six-
minute spell to draw level. They then
went on to win their fifth European
Cup by defeating the Italians 3-2 |
on penalties.

BASKETBALL:
2016 Cleveland Cavaliers

LeBron James and the Cleveland Cava-
liers ended 52 years of Cleveland sports
agony when they defeated the Golden
State Warriors 93-89 in Game Seven of
the NBA Finals. Cleveland major sports
teams had not won a championship since
Jim Brown led the Cleveland Browns to
the National Football League title in 1964.

CRICKET: 
1981 England

1981 England. England were 1-0 down in
the Ashes series against Australia after
two tests. With odds of 500-1 against Eng-
land midway through their second in-
nings at Headingley, Ian Botham struck
149 not out and Bob Willis took eight for
43 to pull off the unlikeliest of victories.
England went on to win the series,
dubbed Botham’s Ashes, 3-1.

SOCCER: 
West Germany (former) 1954

The Germans, back in the finals for
the first time since the end of World
War II, fielded a weakened team for
tactical reasons against hot favourites
Hungary in the group stage and were
crushed 8-3. Although they bounced
back to reach the final, no one gave
them any hope against Hungary,
which had not lost in 32 matches since
May 1950. West Germany came back
from 2-0 down to beat Hungary 3-2.
The win is remembered to this day
in Germany’s national culture as ‘The
Miracle of Berne’.

SOCCER: 
2012 Manchester City

Manchester City appeared to be suf-
fering a dramatic collapse when they
trailed Queens Park Rangers 2-1 on
the final day of the season. But two
stoppage-time goals just before the fi-
nal whistle completed a 3–2 win over
QPR and secured City the English top-
flight title for the first time in 44 years.
It was the first time the Premier
League title was decided on goal dif-
ference. City’s game-winning goal
against QPR came 15 seconds after
their cross-town rivals Manchester
United had thought, albeit very
briefly, that they had won the league
title after defeating Sunderland 1–0.

The American was ranked 141st in
the world at the end of 1997 but two
years later he was world number one;
in a year that included his victory in
the 1999 French Open over Andrei
Medvedev.

TENNIS: 1999 Andre Agassi
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The defending champions retain the
America’s Cup by winning seven
consecutive races against New
Zealand in San Francisco Bay after
trailing eight races to one and fac-
ing elimination with one more loss.

SAILING: 
2013 Oracle Team USA

Harbhajan Singh
bagged 32 wickets

in the series against
Australia in 2001
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