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“Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET FAMILY TIME02

THE BATCH THAT WAS 
SUMMONED BY A VOODOO DOLL! 

B
atch of 2020 is the
talk of the town!
Everybody from kids

to elders show sympathy
for us as we didn’t cele-
brate our last moments of
school life. It is indeed a
ritual to celebrate the last

year of school but COVID-19
had other plans. Our journey

of 14 years ended
unnoticeably. It hap-
pened so quickly that
many of us have not
yet come to the reali-

sation that our school lives have ended. Also, we the
students of batch 2020, are facing the biggest identi-
ty crisis of our lives – not knowing if we are still
school students or pass outs! 

2020 - MOST PROACTIVE AND
RESILIENT BATCH, EVER! 

T
he Batch of 2020 has
been through what
seems like a roller-

coaster ride. From exam
patterns being changed to
not being able to complete even the board exams.
But when you look at the larger picture, it has taught
us one thing that this generation greatly needs –

resilience. It has shown us students that no matter
how tough the going gets, one must adapt to be

able to survive. Along with all the damage
that this pandemic has done to the world, it
has become a boon too. 

UNEXPECTED... BUT
TURNED OUT FINE

T
he events of my senior year
have definitely been unex-
pected and different than

what I thought it would be. But in
the end, ALL IS WELL!

2020 GOT THIS BATCH TOGETHER! 

T
he class 12 batch of 2019-20 were attempting the
Boards when the pandemic
hit the world and all hell

broke loose. Did we com-
plain? No. We waited for our
government to take tough

decisions and we welcomed what came our way. This
batch will surely be remembered for the grace and

humility we have all shown in accepting our grades
and performance. And I speak for all students across

the globe who passed out from school this year. 
We are going to make the most of it and always
be that batch which proved to the world that

when calamity strikes, the brave get stronger.
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BATCH THAT LEARNT THE WORTH
OF FREEDOM AND SANITATION

T
he batch of 2020 seems to
be the most unlucky. We
were deprived of the

fun that comes with the
end of our schooling years.
We were also desperately
waiting for the holidays
between our last exam and
result day, but all went down
the drain. Some students did
not even get the chance
to take their last exam
and prove their true
potential. Yet 2020 has
had its share of excite-
ment. We got to spend time with our families which
we couldn’t have in the usual scenario. We also got to
know the worth of freedom and sanitation – two
extremely important things that make our life. 
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International School,
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NO PROM! IMAGINE THAT...

T
here has been no prom, no gradua-
tion ceremony, virtual classes and
all the clubs and organisations have

been cancelled. However, it has been
very relaxing with the lack of work and I
have more leisure time.

BATCH FROM HELL
AND BACK... 

O
ur batch has seen
many hardships:
switching to the old

boards system from CCE and
our Math paper leaking in the
10th; and the 
pandemic in the 12th.
Could you ask for more?

The pandemic is unfortunate
and most of us saw a dip in
our percentage. In that
regard the year was a curse.
But in view of the world
around us in murky water, we
can only consider ourselves
fortunate to have been

spared from the risky
business of papers. 

AS A BATCH GLOBALLY WE WOULD HAVE
MASTERED MANY TRADES... I HAVE!

F
or us, the batch of 2020, it is the year that was supposed to
decide the course of our lives where we would step out from
the comfort zone of our school and graduate to college. We

were nervous yet excited. Suddenly life seems to have come to
a halt. I strongly feel that my worries and appre-
hensions are insignificant in front of such a huge
global challenge. And on the brighter side, I have

had all time in the world, what with my entrance exams
postponed, the pressure has evaporated. I have played innumer-
able card games, quibbled with my brothers over board games
and even tried to learn cooking – a feat I had previously
deemed impossible.
Celebrating birthdays
online is fun too. 

WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THIS YEAR
WITH MIXED FEELINGS

F
or a class 12 student, 2020 was sup-
posed to be a transition year after
years of hard work and patience.

Ideally by July 2020, we had envi-
sioned ourselves in our dream col-
lege, but instead we were left hang-
ing with an indefinite status. On the
brighter side, students preparing for
entrance exams have got more time to
revise intensive portions. Batch of 2020
has mixed feelings about the

situation. But nothing we
cannot manage. 

LESSON FOR OUR BATCH - HEALTH
BEFORE REPORT CARD

I
was disappointed after hearing that I
will not be able to appear for two
board exams. But as days went by, I

realised my health and safety is of
greater importance. Even though the
reality is not honey-sweet, I am not
heartbroken with the marking scheme
that CBSE chose. The 2020 batch did

learn a great lesson — your health
comes before your report card.  

BATCH OF 2020... MADE US ALL 
BRAVE WARRIORS

W
e are united globally. I see this year as a boon. The batch
where all students embraced the unprecedented time with inno-
vative measures. This year was and still is full of 

challenges blended with our adaptation and the zeal to survive. This
batch of students, with great rigour, energy and ambition faced the
challenge and did a good job too. As Generation Y, we have tackled
the untoward situation in a valiant way keeping health and safety  as
our first priority. After all, ‘jaan hai toh jahan hai’. This year
has helped us to learn and understand how to cope
with difficult situations. As brave warriors, we stu-
dents have withstood whatever came our way. But we
did not let adversity deter us
from learning a lot about how to
sustain and manage ourselves. 
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The Batch of 2020 will be recognised as a cohort
that has had to face unique challenges, with

unparalleled resilience and grace. As they go on
their next adventure, we know they will provide

some inspiration to make the world a better
place... Times NIE spoke with students from India

and the US to know more...

GRADES DON’T NECESSARILY 
REFLECT WORK

A bad grade doesn’t necessarily mean your child
isn’t working hard, and a good grade doesn’t
mean your child is working harder. If your child
works diligently on his/her homework and stud-
ies consistently, but doesn’t test well, that 
information isn’t reflected in bad grades. Ad-

ditionally, getting A’s because material is too easy puts your
child at an academic disadvantage. Communicate with your
child and instructor to find out the story behind the grades,
and how to make sure your child is better prepared.

Understanding the
Report Card: Five
Tips for Parents

1
GRADES ARE ABOUT PERSONAL

RESPONSIBILITY

REACH BEYOND 
THAT A+

When discussing grades, it’s important for kids
to remember grades are theirs. No one gives
them a good or bad grade, they are earned.
Part of setting high aca- demic ex-
pectations is expecting children
to take responsibility

for their grades. This doesn’t mean
your child is in this alone, but it does
mean that he or she needs to take
ownership to seek that support from
you and their teacher when extra
help is needed.

2

Parents love to see A’s on their
child’s report card. In order to
make sure that those straight A
students achieve their highest
potential, it’s important to make
sure they are being challenged.

If children aren’t challenged appropriately, t h e y
may become disengaged from academic achieve-
ments and can become underachievers. Ad- ditionally,
if your child gets straight A’s with little work or effort,
later in life he or she might be unprepared to accom-
plish tasks that actually do challenge their intellect.

3

PARTNER WITH THE TEACHER TO
HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED 

Bad grades are a big deal, but not the end of the
world. Remember grades are very stressful for
kids. Overreacting can cause them to be even
more anxious about school, and less able to open-
ly communicate and engage with you. If your
child does receive a bad grade, talk to them to

find out where things went wrong. From there, work with
your child’s teacher to form a strategy for success. For ex-
ample, if the class is simply too difficult, arrange for a stu-
dent tutor or extra help from the teacher. If assignments
aren’t getting turned in, set aside time for homework each
night and ensure your child sticks to the agreed time.

4

NO SURPRISES

Report cards are an accrual of your child’s 
academic performance through an entire 
semester. If you’re staying engaged with your
child’s education, there should be no surprises
when report cards are issued – especially if you
had set aside time for your child to do home-

work and consistently discussed assignment and grades to-
gether.

5

In Robert Southey’s ‘After
Blenheim’, an elderly narrator
describes the consequences of
an early 18th century conflict.
Complete each of these state-
ments on the poem (from
‘Treasure Trove’) by choosing
correctly from the four
options.

1 What object does Peterkin
find while out playing?

A. Skull B. Spade C. Sandal 

D. Statue

2 How are Peterkin and
Wilhelmine related to 

each other?
A. Father and daughter 
B. Son and mother 
C. Brother and sister 
D. Husband and wife

3 What do we gather from
the poem about Kaspar’s 

occupation? 

A. Cobbler
B. Farmer 
C. Carpenter 
D. Fisherman

4 Which of Kaspar’s family
members fled during 

the battle?
A. Son B. Uncle 
C. Father D. Grandfather

5 Who among these stately 
personages won the Battle

of Blenheim?
A. Earl B. Prince
C. King D. Duke

ANSWERS: 1) A. Skull 
2) C. Brother and sister 
3) B. Farmer 4) C. Father 
5) D. Duke 

ACTIVITY FOR THE DAYQUIZ TIME

HISTORY

KHIRKI MOSQUE, Delhi

1
It is a mosque built by Khan-i-
Jahan Junan Shah, the prime min-
ister of Feroz Shah Tughlaq
(1351–1388) of the Tughlaq Dynasty.

The word ‘Khirki’ is an Urdu word, mean-
ing ‘window’ and is also called ‘The
Mosque of Windows’. Khan-i-Jahan Ju-
naan Telangani and Feroz Shah Tugh-
laq together planned and built several

sites. Telangani in particular, was credited
with building seven monuments with unique designs.

Can you name one city found by Feroz Shah Tughlaq?
Answer: Firozabad

RAMA YANTRA
Jantar Mantar, Delhi

2
Jantar Mantar is located in New Delhi. It
consists of 13 architectural astronomy 
instruments. The site was built by Maharaja
Jai Singh II of Jaipur.

Rama Yantra: Two
large cylindrical
structures with
open top, used to
measure the alti-
tude of stars
based on the lati-
tude and the lon-
gitude on the
earth. It con-
sists of a pair of
cylindrical structures, open
to the sky, each with a pillar or pole at the
centre. The pillar/post and walls are of equal
height, which is also equal to the radius of the
structure.
Can you name the Yantra that is basically a 
Sundial at Jantar Mantar? Answer: Samrat Yantra

MYSTERY 

Content and pics by ‘History Diaries’. Co-founded by IIT-Delhi alumni, it is an initiative to make history interesting, engaging and relevant, transforming the way
it is being taught in schools 

BYGONE
BATTLE
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