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The book will help you understand
the complex, multi-layered rela-
tionship between India and China.   

THE CHINA SYNDROME:
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by Harsh V Pant
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An endangered species of sea-
horse, native to the UK, has
been spotted in British wa-

ters for the first time in more than
two years. Marine conservationists
spotted 16 spiny seahorses near Stud-
land Bay in Dorset. This is the high-
est number the scientists have seen
in a single dive, since they began
studying the area in 2008. Seahorses
have been able to return to their habi-
tat, thanks to the lockdown that saw

fewer people and boats in the area.

ASTRONOMERS DETECT FIRST REGULAR
FRBS WITH ORIGINS UNKNOWN

R esearchers have detect-
ed a strange repeating
rhythm of Fast Radio

Bursts (FRBs) emanating from
an unknown source outside our
galaxy, 500 million light years
away. Researchers
watched the bursts
for more than 500
days, noting that the 16-day pat-
tern occurred consistently over
that  time, making it the most
definitive pattern yet seen.

US folk singer Bob Dylan re-
leased his  first album of orig-
inal songs in eight years with

the 10-track, ‘Rough and Rowdy Ways.’
It  features a 17-minute ballad about
the assassination of former US pres-
ident John F Kennedy, and is a tribute
to American electric bluesman, Jim-
my Reed. 

ENTERTAINMENT
➤ Seahorses, which live in long seagrass, are often damaged by
boats and other human activity➤The UK’s  two native seahorse
species— the spiny and the short-snouted seahorse, were granted
protected status in 2008, under the Wildlife & Countryside Act. In
2017, as many as six seahorses were spotted in the River Thames

'ROUGH AND ROWDY WAYS': BOB
DYLAN RELEASES FIRST ORIGINAL
ALBUM IN 8 YEARS 

P lants in dense tropical forests are
able to mask their chemical scents
in order to avoid being detected

and eaten by insects -— a key advantage
in the "information arms race" between
themselves and plant-eating herbi-

vores, according to a new study. The
research sheds light on how indi-
vidual members of "complex plant
communities" evolve to emit similar
odours— a pack mentality that keeps them
alive and confuses hungry herbivores.

ENVIRONMENT

INDIA- CHINA FACEOFF
As calls to ban Chinese products gain momentum, Times NIE does a reality check...

Chinese
products?

Can 

China is India's 2nd-
largest trade partner

1Two years ago, the United
States edged past China to be-
come India’s biggest trading

partner at 11.3%. However, China
still accounts for 10.6% of our trade.
Together with Hong Kong, it is ac-
tually our largest trading partner
by a wide margin.

Investments to suffer

2Chinese investment in India
has been increasing steadily
over the past two decades. The

number of Chinese companies in-
vesting in India increased from 21
in 2010 to 48 in 2019, according to a
report by fDiimarkets.com, which
tracks cross-border FDI invest-
ments. Some 225 Chinese compa-
nies have invested in India between
2003 and 2020.

Boycott could hit
India’s trade

3 India is hugely dependent on
China for various items. It im-
ports items, like transmission

apparatus for radars, TV, cameras

and car components. It  is depend-
ent on Beijing for diammonium
phosphate, a crucial element in fer-
tilisers to boost crop yield. Besides,
India imports personal protective
equipment, ventilators, N95 masks
and other medical kits. With the cur-
rent pandemic, these items have be-
come even more crucial. 

India, one of China’s
smaller partners 

4India accounts for only 2.1% of
Chinese trade, and is in the 12th
place, based on figures in 2018.

A trade war will, therefore, hurt In-
dia much more than China. 

8 lakh Indians visit
China every year

5 The skewed trade balance is
also reflected in Indians’ visit
to China.In 1999, about 80,000

Indians had visited China This in-
creased ten-fold to reach 8 lakh in
2016 — the year for which latest data
is available. In 2017, 2.5 lakh Chi-
nese  visited India. Although there
is a steady increase in their visits,
the gap is still vast. Share your views at

timesnie175@gmail.com/toinie175@gmail.com

HOW TO PUT CHINA UNDER PRESSURE

2 BAN 4G EQUIPMENT FROM CHINA: According to
reports, the dept of telecom is likely to ask state-run

telecom companies, BSNL and MTNL, to cancel a tender
floated on 4G equip-
ment, and to rework it to
keep Chinese companies
out. It may ask them to
not use gears made by
Huawei and ZTE

3 INDIAN OLYMPIC
ASSOCIATION

(IOA) OPEN TO
CUTTING TIES WITH
CHINESE SPONSORS:
The IOA had signed a
deal with Li-Ning in
May 2018 and as per
the agreement, the
Chinese company

would be supplying Indian athletes' kits worth an
estimated ` 5 to 6 crore.

1 CENTRE PLANNING TRADE BARRIERS ON
CHINESE PRODUCTS: India plans to impose higher

trade barriers and raise import duties on around 300 prod-
ucts from China, govt officials said. The govt is considering
raising import duties on 160-200 products, and imposing
non-tariff barriers,  such as licensing requirements or
stricter quality checks, on another 100 products

F
ew days back, a sweet shop in
Kolkata became popular across
the country for its new treat —
the ‘immunity sandesh’ with

15 herbs and spices, including haldi,
tulsi, saffron and cardamom and the
Himalayan honey.

The Kolkata sweet shop is not alone.
At a time when the nation is battling the
Covid-19 pandemic, many shops and
brands are adding ‘immunity-boosting’
products, like 'haldi doodh' to their list. As
more restaurants begin delivery of food
and takeaways in the first phase of un-
locking, chefs and owners are reworking
their menus to include more immunity-

boosting recipes. 

CONSUMERS DEMANDING
HEALTHY INGREDI-
ENTS? From moringa
and zerai dumplings
to fresh turmeric salad,

raw turmeric and raw mango
soup, there’s a range of
delicacies that have been in de-
mand when it comes to food deliv-
ery.  "We have recipes on our menu
that are prepared from ingredients like,

moringa, bhurans (a flower from Uttarakhand),
raw turmeric, all known for their ayurvedic

benefits. The demand for these recipes has
been consistently good since the last

few days," says a chef and owner of
a hospitality group in Delhi.

'IMMUNITY BEVERAGES' AS A
WELCOME DRINK? Restaurant
owner Amit Bagga plans to
serve immunity-boosting

drink as a welcome   drink at
his restaurant. Says Bagga, “In

the offing is lemon jaggery water
with a dash of turmeric. Jaggery is

known for its rich iron content, an im-
portant micronutrient for healthy immune

function. Then the Vitamin C present
in lemon aids in the absorption of iron
and is known for strengthening the
immune system,” he adds.

Restaurants add 'immunity-boosting
recipes' to menus

PANDEMIC LIFESTYLE

SCIENCE

➤ "Easily distinguished odours are to the herbivores'
advantage and plants' disadvantage," said researchers.
So, we have an information arms race. Plants want to
avoid being located and eaten, so they do their best to
smell like other plants, they added.
➤ It was the first time that scientists were able to analyse
the interactions between a wide variety of plants and
insects. This is a far cry from the ensemble of plant and
insect species that coexist in real-life forests

➤ 'Rough and Rowdy Ways' is the Nobel win-
ner's first collection of new material, since
'Tempest' in 2012, although he has released a
number of cover albums in the interim period

NOW, SPEAK AS YOU TWEET! 

M icro-blogging site Twitter
has introduced a feature
that  will allow Twitterati

to add a human and a personal
touch to their tweets. Accord-

ing to Twitter, users can now
add voice notes to their tweets.

Given that Twitter allows only
280 characters in a single tweet,

the ability to add voice notes
will enable Tweeple to add

more to the conversation. 

➤ To add voice notes to your tweets, go to the Tweet composer
and tap the wavelength icon, next to the camera icon. After
clicking, you will be able to see your profile photo with the
record button at the bottom. Tap the record button to get started
and share the voice tweet with your followers. ➤ The voice notes
with the tweets can be used to add more context to posts. Your
followers can download the voice note, and the number of listens
for a voice note show up right below the tweet. The maximum
length of a voice note that can be recorded is 140 seconds

PLANTS CAN CAMOUFLAGE ODOURS TO
AVOID BEING EATEN: STUDY

S tephen King has shared the “best
idea” he has ever had for a novel
– and it is set in the world of one

of the horror’s most famous movie fran-
chises. The author behind classics, such
as  'The Shining and Mis-
ery' revealed the news on
Twitter. He said that he
had once planned to write a story told
through the eyes of Jason Voorhees, the
masked killer at the centre of the ‘Fri-

day the 13th’ series. “The best novel
idea I never wrote (and probably nev-

er will) is I JASON, the first-person narrative of Jason
Voorhees,” King wrote. He said the book would have been

about the character’s “hellish fate”, which would
have seen him “killed over and over again

at Camp Crystal Lake”, King  wrote.

TECH BUZZ

STEPHEN KING REVEALS ‘BEST IDEA HE
NEVER WROTE’

BOOK

➤ FRBs are short, intense flashes
of radio waves that are thought to
be the product of small, distant,
extremely dense objects, though
exactly what those objects might be
is a longstanding mystery ➤FRBs
typically last a few milliseconds, dur-
ing which time they can outshine
entire galaxies. Since the first FRB
was observed in 2007, astronomers
have catalogued over 100 FBRs

The latest FRBs were
picked up by CHIME
that was the first to
pick up signals of the
new periodic FRB
source. In 2017,
CHIME was erected
at the Dominion
Radio Astrophysical
Observatory in
British Columbia

SPACE

LOOK WHO'S BACK: THE SPINY SEAHORSE

IRECOMMEND

A comprehensive history of the
Indian Armed Forces that have
played a key role( and continues
to play) in safeguarding the coun-
try’s frontiers, and occupy a spe-
cial place in people's hearts. The
author is a serving Air Vice
Marshal in the Indian Air Force.

INDIA'S WARS: A Military
History, 1947-1971 by
Arjun Subramaniam

THE MCMAHON LINE: 
A Century of Discord by
General (Retd.) J.J. Singh

Did you know the India-China bor-
der was drawn by a British offi-
cer? It was Henry McMahon, a
British colonial administrator, who
drew a line along the Himalayas at
the Simla Convention of 1913-14,
which would become the boundary
line separating the two countries.
However, this boundary has led to
disputes, skirmishes, before the
war of 1962, and after. In this
book, the author examines the
nuances of this boundary line to
help us understand why the
McMahon line is  a bone of con-
tention for both the sides.

NEWS
IN 

(Compiled by NITYA SHUKLA)

Skywatchers along
a narrow band from
west Africa to the
Arabian Peninsula,
India and the far
East witnessed a
dramatic "ring of
fire" solar eclipse
on Sunday. The
"ring of fire" was
first visible in
northeastern
Republic of Congo
from 5:56 local
time (04:56 GMT),
just a few minutes
after sunrise. This
is the point of max-
imum duration, with
the blackout lasting
1 minute and 22
seconds

'RING OF FIRE' SOLAR ECLIPSE THRILLS
SKYWATCHERS IN AFRICA, ASIA
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