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Online classes only short-term response, need to 
make schools resilient to turbulence: Nandan Nilekani

T
he rapid shift to teaching and learn-
ing activities online prompted by clo-
sure of schools due to the Covid-19
pandemic is only a “short-term re-

sponse”, and we need to fundamentally
reimagine schools as a resilient system,
which can function under continuous turbu-
lence, according to Nandan Nilekani, co-
founder, Infosys. While delivering the keynote
address at a virtual conference on 'Future of
Schools: Overcoming Covid-19 challenge and
beyond', organised by Ashoka University,
Nilekani said, classroom should not be the
only location, teacher, the only facilitator
and textbook, the only medium, for the
road ahead.
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Aliens for Breakfast by
Stephanie Spinner

‘Aliens for Breakfast’ is about a
school boy, Richard, living an ordi-
nary life, until he finds an alien,
Aric, who is forced to land on
Earth for an unusual task. Aric
encounters Richard after his land-
ing on Earth, they become friends,
and have a wonderful journey
together. This book took me to a
utopian world that is devoid of any
discrimination and hatred for one
another. A fun read!
Sonakshi, class VII, Jain Bharati

Mrigavati Vidyalaya, New Delhi

DO YOU WANT TO
START A CHARITY
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CORONAVIRUS
SITUATION
'WORSENING'
WORLDWIDE:
WHO

The World Health Or-
ganisation said on
Monday that the coro-

navirus pandemic situation
was worsening around the
globe as it warned against
complacency. The WHO
said it had recorded its high-
est daily tally of new infec-
tions, with Covid-19 raging
in the US.As mass protests
for racial justice sweep
across U S and beyond, the
United Nations' health
agency urged demonstra-
tors to take precautions
while participating.
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FUTURE OF EDUCATION

Covid-19 pandemic is an unprece-
dented disruption, and we have to
now strive for education excel-

lence in a ‘seismic era’. We need to be
able to virtualise space so that
schooling can be done from anywhere.
Schooling beyond school, learning
beyond classroom and playing beyond playground should
be our motive, when we look forward to synchro-
nising teaching learning experience ...it should no
longer be about proximity -Nandan Nilekani

T
he concept of online
teaching—learning for
school children — has not
found favour with emi-

nent scientist K Kasturirangan,
who said direct physical and
mental connection is important
to bring out aspects, such as
playfulness and creativity in
them. The National Education Pol-
icy, 2019 draft committee chair-
person stressed the need for face-
to-face contacts, interactions,
exchange of ideas and thoughts

as he backed the traditional mode,
amid a debate on online classes for
children due to Covid-19-induced
closure of schools. He said, 86%
of the brain grows by the age
of eight, adding that issues
associated with the early
phase of children need
to be assessed and eval-
uated carefully, and
any kind of new ap-
proach needs a scien-
tific basis.

Creativity can’t be transferred through 
online classes: Kasturirangan The issue of online edu-

cation for school chil-
dren needs to be looked
into very carefully, and one
should not jump into any

kind of approach with-
out any scientific
basis
K Kasturirangan

The post-Covid world is starting to
shape up, and it's looking differ-
ent. The new normal now in-

cludes working remotely, and man-
aging work and life, while main-
taining social distancing norms.

Taking a cue from the new
emerging world order, YouTube organ-
ised a virtual graduation ceremony on
Saturday for students, who won't receive
their in-person farewell due to the nov-

el coronavirus pandemic. In attendance
was a stellar crowd comprising former

US President Barack Obama and
his wife Michelle Obama, Beyon-
cé, Lady Gaga, Malala Yousafzai,
among others. But what left a

mark on the virtual crowd was
Sundar Pichai's inspirational mes-
sage to the 'Class of 2020' that en-
couraged them to BE THE CHANGE. 

Be patient & hopeful: Pichai’s
message for 'Class of 2020'

1 In his speech to the outgoing students of 2020, the
Google CEO said that while it can be difficult to find
hope in these bleak moments, it is important  to  cele-

brate  the  knowledge  that  one  has  gained  in  these  diffi-
cult  times.  "You  will  prevail," he stressed.

2 Speaking from the backyard of his San
Francisco home, the 47-year-old tech boss
cited examples of the deadly pandemic of

1920, Vietnam War in 1970 and 9/11 Terrorist
Attack in 2001, and said that history suggests
'we  have  every  reason  to  be  hopeful'.

3 In his note, which was also posted on
Google's blog, Pichai pointed out an
'interesting trend', and said that it is

conventional for every generation to underesti-
mate the potential of the following one. He also

mentioned that people forget that  the  progress
of  one  generation  is  the  foundational  premise  for
the  next. "It takes a new set of people to come
along and realise all the possibilities," he added.
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INDIA'S ECONOMY TO SHRINK BY 3.2%
IN 2020-21, WORST SINCE 1979: WB 

INDIA WILL BE IN TOP-10 AT 2028
OLYMPICS: KIREN RIJIJU

India has historically underwhelmed at the multi-na-
tional event, as far as medals are concerned. In the last
edition of the Olympics in Rio, Indian athletes returned

home with just two medals — PV Sindhu (silver) and Sak-
shi Malik (bronze) — finishing 67th on the
table. The country has never managed to
breach the double-digit mark, with the
highest being six at the London Olympics
in 2012 —two silvers and four bronze
medals. Despite such numbers, Union
sports minister Kiren Rijiju said the coun-
try will be targetting a
record medal haul at the
2028 Olympics. Pinning
hopes on junior athletes,
he said, the whole country
will witness the progress at
the 2024 Olympics. “The 2024
Games is a mid-term goal but
the long term is 2028,” Rijiju as-
serted during an Instagram ses-
sion with Commonwealth gold
medallist Manika Batra.

TREASURE CHEST WORTH $1 MN FOUND 10
YRS AFTER BEING HIDDEN IN MOUNTAINS
A bronze chest  filled with
gold, jewels, and other valu-
ables worth more than $1 mil-

lion, and hidden a decade ago
somewhere in the Rocky Moun-
tains in the US has been found,
according to Forrest Fenn, who
created the treasure
hunt. “The search
is over! It was in the
lush, forested vege-
tation of the Rocky
Mountains and had
not moved from the
spot where I hid it,
more than 10 years
ago,” Fenn, 89, an-
nounced on his website. “I don’t
know the person who found it
but the poem in my book led
him to the spot,” he said.

India's economy will shrink
by 3.2 per cent in the current
fiscal, the World Bank said

on Monday as it joined a chorus
of international agencies that
are forecasting a contraction in
growth rate due to the coron-
avirus lockdown, halting eco-
nomic activity. The Washington-
based multilateral lender said that the Covid-19 pandemic and
the multi-phased lockdown imposed to curb its spread has re-
sulted in a devastating blow to the Indian economy.

 International rating agencies like Moody's Investors
Service, Fitch Rating and S&P Global Ratings have all
predicted a 4-5 per cent contraction in India's econom-
ic growth rate during April 2020 to March 2021 fiscal. 
Crisil has said this would be the country's fourth
recession since Independence, first since liberalisation,
and perhaps the worst to date.

ECONOMY

 The novel coronavirus has
killed more than 403,000 people,
out of at least seven million
infected, since the outbreak
emerged in China, last December
 After East Asia, Europe
became the epicentre of the dis-
ease, but has now been overtak-
en by the US

CORONA-RELATED SEARCHES SEE A DROP,
NOW, PEOPLE GOOGLING FILMS, WEATHER

After dominating
the conversa-
tions for weeks,

coronavirus seems to be
falling off the populari-
ty charts as netizens in
the country went back
to searching for topics
like films and weather
on Google in May. Ac-
cording to Google
search trends, the
search volume for coro-
navirus in May was half of that in April, even though the number
of Covid-19 cases have continued to rise in the country. An excep-
tion was cricket. With no tournaments being organised in the wake
of the pandemic, coronavirus was “five times more searched than
cricket”, showed the trends.

 Coronavirus dropped to 12th most-searched topic
overall during May, behind topics like, ‘film’, ‘meaning’,
‘news’ and ‘weather’

All these terms are consistently highly-searched top-
ics in India. This probably indicates that people are try-
ing to return back to consumption patterns seen in the
pre-Covid times.

The top trending search term overall for May was
'Lockdown 4.0', followed by 'Eid Mubarak' 

Netizens also sought answers to questions like ‘Which
disease is related to coronavirus?’, ‘Can asymptomatic
people spread coronavirus?’, and ‘Will lockdown extend

after 17 May?’ 

The state/UT with the highest search inter-
est for coronavirus over May is Goa, fol-

lowed by Meghalaya, Chandigarh
and Tripura

Fenn had included the
clues leading to the trea-
sure's location in a 24-line
poem that was published
in his 2010 autobiography,

‘The Thrill of the
Chase’ Fenn
estimates that as
many as 3.5 lakh
people from all
over the world
have tried to

search the treasure
in the past 10 years. Some
of them were so dedicated
that they quit their jobs 

WHAT IS IT? Charity clubs are clubs
that are linked to a specific charity
with the goal of raising awareness,
working, or raising money for that
charity
WHY WE SHOULD START A CLUB?
1. Get to meet new people, do an activ-
ity you enjoy, and gain leadership
experience.  2. Being a part of a club
or starting one is a soft skill that many
employers are looking for these days. 
3. It also gives  an edge to your col-
lege application form 

CHARITY CLUB IDEAS
Operation Smile club
Host fundraisers in your society to
raise awareness for Operation Smile to
provide free surgeries to children with
a cleft lip Organise a walk to raise
awareness for cleft lipsBring in (or
Skype with) a child who received help
from Operation Smile to talk about
how the surgery changed their life
Children's Hospital volunteer club
Organise volunteer opportunities at
a local children's hospitalHost a
book donation drive to collect books
to donate to the Children's Hospital
Soup Kitchen volunteer club
Organise volunteer opportunities for
club members at a local Soup Kitchen
Host a toiletry collection drive to
donate to those who need it.Host a
food collection drive to donate to the
soup kitchen
Save Endangered Species club
Organise volunteer opportunities for
club members at local animal shelters
Host a fundraiser to donate money
to the WWF Visit a wildlife rescue
centre virtually Plan a quiz to know
more about an endangered species in
another country
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Hosting a webinar
is a project that
should take
careful thought,
deliberation and
focus — all of
which involve
time 

DETERMINE YOUR WEBINAR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

1Ask yourself, ‘what are my webinar goals?’ When
you are presenting yourself on a webinar, it should

not be for your benefit only. The webinar should be also
for those attending it. Your first thought should always
be what topic would be useful for the registrants, and
help achieve my goals? For each webinar, you should
come up with at least 1–3 goal statements.

SELECT YOUR WEBINAR TARGET AUDIENCE

2Selecting your target market for the webinar is key.
You must figure out your audience. It makes sense

for you to even select level-wise webinars so that you are
speaking with a specific age group at a particular time.

PICK A WEBINAR TOPIC

3While building your first webinar (or any webinar for that matter) picking up a rel-
evant topic is very important. The topic and title alone will be the deciding factor

in judging if someone is interested in your webinar content and if it  applies to them
or not. Check out these things:Your target audience and meaningful topics before fi-
nalising a webinar.

PICK A SOFTWARE TO HOST YOUR WEBINAR

4After determining the goals, objectives, target audience and po-
tential topics for your very first webinar, you need to figure out how

you’re going to actually deliver your webinar. There are tons of web
conferencing, webinar hosting and video conferencing solutions. You
can search for them online.
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Be a part of Times NIE WEBINARS and
join us for engaging interactions, ses-

sions and much more...
For more details, go to toistudent.com


