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Disharmony: (Noun) A
lack of agreement about
important things, which
causes bad feelings
between people or
among groups of people.

Synonymous words:
Discord, friction, strife,
conflict, hostility,
acrimony, bad blood, bad

feeling, disagreement,
disunity, etc

Examples:
 The world was torn
into disharmony when
the war broke.
 Friction was in the air
when the boys voiced
their dissent.
 It is best to sort out
issues without discord. 
 Disunity in any field
will hamper progress.

Word
Wise

Light pillar  
A light pillar is an atmos-
pheric optical phenome-
non in which a vertical
beam of light appears to
extend above and/or
below a light source. The
effect is created by the
reflection of light from

tiny ice crystals that are
suspended in the atmos-
phere or what comprises
high-altitude clouds.
Since they are caused by
the interaction of light
with ice crystals, light
pillars belong to the fam-
ily of halos. NATURE
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What is it? 
The art of making a myth! When you in-
tegrate traditional mythology into a work
of fiction for books, television or film you
are dabbling in
‘Mythopoeia’. Also called
artificial mythology. 

Have I read it already?
Yes! If you’ve read J R R
Tolkien’s ‘The Lord of the
Rings’ series or C S Lewis’
‘The Chronicles Of Narnia’
and J K Rowling’s ‘Harry
Potter’ series. All are part
of this genre. 

How do I 
pronounce it? 
Myth-o-pee-ya 

How do I define it: 
Books in this genre, for example ‘Harry Pot-
ter’ series or the ‘Narnia’ series contain an
entirely unique fictional universe with el-
ements from existing mythology. To add

credibility and depth to their
fictional world, writers of this
genre  may go to great lengths
to create well-ordered histories,
detailed geographies along
with the unique laws of nature
that govern such a place. For
example, the world of Middle-
Earth in J R R Tolkien’s world;
the kingdom of Narnia and the
wizarding world, Hogwarts in
the Harry Potter series!  

Who created it?
You can thank J R R Tolkien
who used the word ‘Mythopoeia’

as the title of a poem which was published
in 1931. 

What else do I read?  
Click on www.goodreads.com/genres/
mythopoeia to see more books in this genre. 

NOTE: Want us to write about another genre?

Email at timesnie175@gmail.com with the 

subject: ‘My Book Query’ 

Off-beat genres in
literature: Mythopoeia

To all things new....
The diving roller eagerly leaped from the 
clutches of the sky,
And settled upon a lush tree, with a carefree
sigh;
It moved down to a leaf, guzzling the Summer
dew,
And then with a sparkle of energy, back to the
sky it flew;

A gentle doe roamed the verdant mead,
And to kiss her lively fawn, she gently bent;
Then they paced along with light 
and free steps,
And finally into a gushing brook, with 
spontaneity they leapt;

The Delphic thrush found its voice again,
As he sung of things dark, unknown 
and foreign;
And these notes of varying shades 
of poignance,
Did hide behind it unearthed truths 
of constance;

For the wise thrush sang songs of
love and war,
Of painful hardships and animal slaughter,
Songs that voiced their sacred freedom,
A reminder that this aeon of
tyranny had passed.

Rehaan

FUN-ZONE

1) Ten years ago, the sum
of ages of a mother and
his son was 34 years. If
the ratio of present ages
of the mother and son is
7:2, find the present age
of the son.
A. 12 years 

B. 11 years 
C. 10 years 
D. 8 years

2) What is the least num-
ber of square tiles
required to pave the floor
of a room 15 m 17 cm long

and 9 m 2 cm wide?
A. 814  B. 820
C. 840 D. 844

3) The length of a rectan-
gle is halved, while its
breadth is tripled. What
is the percentage change 
in area?
A. 25% increase
B. 50% increase

C. 50% decrease
D. 75% decrease
train is:

4) Find the odd man out?
6, 9, 15, 21, 24, 28, 30
A. 28 B. 21
C. 24 D. 30

ANSWER: 1.12 years, 
2 814, 3. 50% increase

4. 28

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE

K eep these phrases in mind at
your next impasse; they
might make your  position

or argument more effective:

 I see what you’re saying but 
I think…

 I respect your point but from
my perspective…

 I take your point but that isn’t
the way I see it; instead, 
I think that…

 I understand where you are
coming from but…

 There is some truth to what 

you’re saying but...   I’m sorry
but I have to disagree with you
on…

Here are some great expressions
to use after expressing your dis-
agreement:
 Instead, I think we
should/could…

My suggestion would be to…

 An alternative
solution might be…

 I would
recommend
that we…

Cordially
disagree
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CREATIVITY AT ITS BEST

Revisiting the genesis
of the journey

A
rmy Public School, Noida celebrated 37th AWES
Raising Day to commemorate the inception of
an organisation which has consistently en-
deavoured to provide the best possible educa-

tion to the wards of Army personnel.
To celebrate this occasion amidst the ongoing lock-

down, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the school organised
a plethora of online competitions like Video Making, Poster
Making, Slogan, Poetry, Article Writing and encouraged
maximum participation of students who enthusiastically
shared their work on different virtual platforms. The best
entries were awarded certificates of merit.

School principal, Jyoti Rana, congratulated the en-
tire team on this occasion and motivated all to follow
the directions given by AWES to give their best in or-
der to achieve the goals of the society.

C
ovid-19 has forced humanity to
think of new avenues. The
schools are caught in ambigu-
ity with the pending previous
year’s educational outcomes

and continuity of next session’s objectives.
School education spans from the first

hand learners to the grown ups at the
threshold of adult life. To find alterna-
tives to the multidisciplinary approach,
the schools provide for, is not an easy task.
This situation has led to the discovery and
adoption of different technological and
pedagogical approaches in the field of
education.

The Covid -19 pandemic has made it
obligatory for schools to go digital. Teach-
ers are trying their best to ensure smooth
learning through interactive online class-
es, making videos and assignments and even
providing virtual reinforcement.

School managements should plan for
organizing regular teachers and students
workshops to let this transition smoothly.

Things will surely be back to normal
one day but the lesson learnt will definite-
ly pave way for new dimensions.

ASHOK KUMAR MITTAL, Principal, Saraswati Bal

Mandir Lajpat Nagar

A
s the head of an institution, it
is important to connect with
the school community and fos-
ter effective relationships. The
present scenario has brought

quite uncertainty in the hearts and minds
of people. This is a challenging time for
everyone and certainly one we have not ex-
perienced before.  

As per the present situation, our jour-
ney of imparting education continues by
implementing tools for students, parents
and teachers so that all can be connected.
We are in touch with our students and par-
ents and are coming up with online coun-

selling sessions so as to motivate and coun-
sel them during this time. 

We have started taking not only aca-
demic classes but also co-curricular activi-
ties through virtual classrooms. 

As for my belief, in this present scenario
I choose “Optimism and Confidence”. So
here, I would like to say that whatever the
situation may be, one must learn to adapt
and appreciate and  absorb the intricacies
of the environment and turn out to  be true
survivors and achievers.

ANUPAMA CHOPRA, Principal, GD Goenka Public

School, East Delhi

Impact of Pandemic on Education

Covid Lockdown Gives 
E- Learning a Boost

I
ndia has entered lockdown mode. The once bustling build-
ings are now filled with the sounds of silence. Teaching
has continued, however – just in a different way. In our
Basava International School, Dwarka Principal Dr Man-

imala Roy reached out to the teachers and students with both
concern and optimism and presented an innovative plan to in-
troduce NLP-Next Learning Platform to teach students online.

All teachers and lecturers have now switched over to con-
ducting online teaching. In pre-corona times, online learning was
tried out occasionally or used for specific purposes, but sudden-
ly it has become the only way of doing things. This seismic switch
has been a great feat not only for teachers, lecturers and students,
but also for the staff providing technical and didactic support.

Though the circumstances are not foreseen or ideal, I am
still optimistic because it will teach some valuable lessons
to our students. First off, our students must learn that the
opportunity to go to school and acquire knowledge with their
friends is a blessing. It is not guaranteed to most of the chil-
dren in the world, but sometimes our students take it for
granted. I hope they take the time to reflect and recognize
how much their teachers and administrators love them and
push them to be better.

Sapna Kwatra, Teacher, Basava International School, Dwarka

T eaching and reaching
every student of the
school has been the fore-

most pursuit of Maharaja
Agrasen Model School, CD Block,
Pitampura during the lockdown
period. The online classes are
conducted. Besides this stu-
dents’ performance is also eval-
uated using online quiz and
online forms. Teachers have pre-
pared interesting videos for stu-
dents. They are trained to
work in digital notebooks. Other
vital tools for communication,
for assessing previous knowl-
edge of Students, videos, audio
messages to enhance the cog-
nizance of learners are incorpo-

rated to make the online learn-
ing lucid and coherent.

Moreover students are guided
towards cyber safety rules to be
followed during online classes,
they are also directed to adhere
to the desirable deportment to
lead a safe life during this chal-
lenging time. Another attribute
of E-learning is that teachers are
empowered through online webi-
nars and CBSE workshops as a
part of their teachers’ training.
Thus empowering teachers and
learners through the platform of
E-learning by the Principal Dr.
Pratibha Kohli and the computer
department have engaged as
well as accredited the students
and teachers. 

Exploring New Vistas through

E-LEARNING The faculty of Bharat Ram Global
School, Indirapuram under the
supreme guidance of the Principal,

Dr Anuroop Kaur, have decided to walk
an extra mile by opting for a web-based
teaching-learning platform which offers
the simulated classroom learning envi-
ronment. Thereby, the educators have
harnessed the technology and supple-
mented the in-class experience for the
learners while creating, storing and dis-
seminating the textual learning contents
in the form of videos, presentation &
worksheets. Besides, to foster the unin-
terrupted communication and evalua-
tion, the educators are making them-
selves duly available over emails,
WhatsApp and Calls.

Therefore, this is a collaborative and
consensual initiative to widen the vision
and bridge the gap created by this pan-
demic by keeping up with the strong
value of “Never stop learning because
life never stops teaching.” MADHAV MADAN, IV, DAV Public School, Sec 10, Gurgaon

STUDENT CORNER

I
n the recent online sessions
that I have taken, I observe
that many parents aren’t
fully able to harness the

close-knit family time we all
have been gifted. When I ask
them –isn’t this period of lock-
down like the holidays we al-
ways wanted? – It suddenly stirs
up their rushing thoughts,
makes them hit the brakes and

they become aware of the truth
in my words. Deep inside, every
parent has always wanted to
spend enough time with their
children. 

I present to you highly prac-
tical tips to utilise your time in-
doors. 
1) POWER OF ROUTINES: A strong
routine has the power to steer
your day in the right direction.
You will never again feel the
guilt of missing out chores.
their kids. 
2) UNITY OF GAMES: Indoor

games like Tambola, Ludo,
Snakes & Ladder, UNO, Monop-
oly etc have the unimaginable
energy to connect humans ef-
fortlessly.  
3) GOING DOWN THE MEMORY
LANE: Parents should involve
children in finding those well-
wrapped photo albums in the
houses. This makes children
realise that life can still be joy-
ful with less things and bigger
families?
4) USE TECH TO CONNECT: Use
your mobile phone cameras to
record videos and photos of
your children and yourself ac-
complishing something in this
lockdown. Make a short movie.   
5) DANCE YOUR WAY UP: Always
remember that exercise or
dance has a DIRECT impact on
your brain and how  you process
emotions. What’s happier than
to dance your worry away?
6) WHEN WAS THE LAST YOU VIS-
ITED A CINEMA HALL? How about
a in-house movie day. The ac-
tivity is to convert your room
into a small cinema hall and
plan nice meals alongside. 

Shreya Mago, Child Psychologist

and Special Educator, Centre for

Child and Adolescent Wellbeing

(CCAW), New Delhi.
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STRENGTHEN
parent-child bond
this lockdown?

How to


