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STARS WHO FADED

AWAY 
Irrfan Khan: 
The talented actor, who
breathed life into a
bewildering variety
of roles, and was
recognised abroad
just as much as he
was at home, lost his
battle with a rare form
of cancer on April 29

Rishi Kapoor:
On April 30, just as the
entertainment world
was coming to terms
with the death of
Irrfan Khan, actor
Rishi Kapoor suc-
cumbed to cancer. He
was 67 

Basu Chatterjee
The veteran director,
who chronicled the
everyday lives of mid-
dle class India with
humour and empathy
in films, such as
‘Rajinigandha’, ‘Baaton
Baaton Mein’ and Chitchor’,
died on June 4

Sushant Singh Rajput
On June 14, the 34-year-old
star of ‘MS Dhoni: The
Untold Story’ was found
hanging in his Mumbai
home— a tragic,
untimely death that
shocked all and led to
a debate on mental
health issues. However, it
soon took another dimension,
with allegations on nepotism,
structures of power in
Bollywood 

Doug
Supernaw
The country music
star died on Nov 13,
after battling lung and
bladder cancer. 

Sean Connery
The actor, best known
for playing James
Bond, and the man who
made the words 'The
name's Bond... James
Bond' immortal, died at
the age of 90 on Oct 31

Chadwick Boseman
Chadwick Boseman, best
known for his role as
T'Challa/Black Panther
in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe,
died at the age of 43
in August after a four-
year battle with colon
cancer.

Pranab
Mukherjee
Former President and
Congress stalwart,
Pranab Mukherjee,
who served as the
President of India
(2012-17), died on
August 31.

Diego Maradona
World soccer great
Diego Armando
Maradona, who died
on November 25, less
than a month after his
60th birthday, was
worshipped like a god for
his genius with the ball.

Kobe Bryant
One of the NBA's all-
time greatest players,
Bryant was killed at
age 41 on January 26
in a helicopter crash
near Los Angeles, along
with his 13-year-old daugh-
ter Gianna and seven others.

GOOD NEWS 
STORIES THAT

GAVE US 

F rom the Oscars to the Booker prize, the year saw a positive
approach towards gender equality. While the Oscars intro-
duced new guidelines to improve diversity and inclusion for

its most prestigious award, the six-strong shortlist for the 2020
Booker prize— one of the most-prestigious literary awards in the
English- speaking world — included four women. Moreover, the UN
World’s Women 2020 report showed that women’s representation in
parliament has more than doubled globally. 

T he United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change(UNFCCC)
declared that the commitments to net zero

emissions from the local governments and businesses
have doubled in less than a year, as more countries
made net-zero pledges. South Korea became the first
Asian country to set a 2050 net-zero emissions goal, followed by
Japan and China, which committed to reach the goal by 2060. 

W hile the coronavirus led to the
loss and heartbreak all over the
world, it also prompted a wave

of unprecedented global collaboration.
Within the space of a year, several vac-
cines have not only been developed, but

has also been authorised for use, and
have begun to be administered.

N ASA’s announcement 
that water on the Moon is more
widespread than previously-

thought, and could help sustain future
missions as drinking water or fuel, is
believed to be a significant discovery, and according to
astronomers, give hope to future missions and human settle-
ments on the Moon. 

D espite a surge in the 
consumption of plastics globally, the renewed
efforts by countries like Ghana, Indonesia and 
Vietnam to take action on plastic waste as part of a global partnership to tackle plastic pollu-
tion, came as a glimmer of hope for the environmentalists. While Indonesia has pledged to
reduce marine plastic debris by 70% by 2025, Ghana has committed to achieve a 100% circu-

lar economy for plastics. Vietnam has committed to a 75% cut in marine plastics by 2030.

GENDER EQUALITY GOT ITS DUE

MOON WATER DISCOVERY 

PLASTIC ACTION

CLIMATE PLEDGES CLIMB

HELPING HUNGER

I n October, the World Food Programme, which helped close to 
100 million people in 88 countries in 2019 to fight hunger, won the 2020
Nobel Peace Prize. The prize recognised the World Food Programme’s

efforts to combat hunger, improve conditions for peace in conflict-affect-
ed areas, and help prevent the use of hunger as a weapon of conflict. 

HOPE FOR THE
FUTURE

T
he person of the year is usually a solitary icon, a larger-than-life
hero... However, this year was different for obvious reasons. As
Covid-19 lashed the world, the FRONTLINE WORKERS— com-
munity workers, hospital assistants, nurses and doctors,
risked their lives to save US. Also the

sanitation workers, the labourers in the graveyards and
cremation grounds, who braved infection and worked
relentlessly during these tough times, are the people
who deserve gratitude. No wonder, these superheroes
are OUR person/s of the year. 

2020 will be remembered
for the services of the.....

THE FRONTLINE 

PERSON 
OF THE 
YEAR

Covid Warriors

A ctor Sonu Sood 
donned a com-
pletely different

avatar and proved 
to be a messiah for the
needy during the Covid-19
crisis. The actor helped
migrant workers reach their
homes by arranging buses and
train tickets and even air lifted
many. He gifted a tractor to a
poor farmer’s family, paid 
hospital bills, granted 
scholarships, provided job
opportunities, built houses
for the poor, gifted e-rick-
shaws to the ones who lost
their jobs, and even mort-
gaged his
properties to
raise funds for
the downtrodden. The
man with the golden heart,
he is the real hero 
of 2020.

NEWSMAKERSJOE BIDEN
In November this year, in one of
the most-divisive presidential
elections in the US history,
Joseph R Biden was announced
as the United States' President-
elect. Biden has his work cut
out for him in 2021, as he seeks
to rescue a deeply-divided

United States from
the throngs of the
Covid-19 pandem-
ic.  

BILL GATES
One of the be the most-influ-
ential private players in global
health, Bill Gates, the former
Microsoft CEO and philanthro-
pist, has spent billions in his
quest to bring vaccines to the
developing world. As the pan-
demic swept across countries,
Gates became the unofficial
figurehead of the vaccine
race. His organisation, The Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation,
along with the GAVI Alliance,

is leading a reportedly
$11 billion effort to

ensure equitable
distribution of
vaccines to
over 150
countries,
including the

participation
of the WHO.

DR UGUR SAHIN &
DR OZLEM TURECI
In Nov this year, Dr Ugur Sahin and his
wife Dr Ozlem Tureci, gave the world a
new lease of life, when his company
BioNTech, in collaboration with Pfizer,
announced that its vaccine had proved
90 per cent effective in preventing the
Covid-19 infection. Dr Sahin and his wife,

Dr Tureci had, reportedly, started
BioNTech, with the ambition of turning
it into one of the Europe's largest phar-
maceutical companies. Even prior to the
pandemic, BioNTech had raised millions
of dollars, courtesy various break-
throughs in the pharma world. The last
few months have seen Sahin and
Tureci's company's market value soar to
over $21 billion, making the two among
the most- richest people in Germany.

KAMALA HARRIS
Kamala Harris created history by
becoming the first-ever female

vice-president, as well as
the first-ever person of
colour to hold the post,
since Charles Curtis
(under Herbert Hoover's
regime). Born to immi-

grant parents, Harris has embarked
on a stellar career that saw
her serve as the District
Attorney of San
Francisco from 2004 to
2001, before serving
as the Attorney
General of California
for six years. 

THE 
MESSIAH

COVID VACCINE DEVELOPED



02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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struggle,
innovation
for teachers 

2020 was of

F
rom turning walls
of mud houses
into blackboards
to taking classes

through loudspeakers on
moving carts, from 
‘mohalla’ classes to using
public announcement sys-
tem of panchayat
bhawans, 2020 was full
of struggle and in-
novation for teachers
to ensure learning
was not disrupted as
schools remained
closed due to COVID-
19. The over 10-month-
long shutdown inspired
creative ways to teach
thousands of students who

could not log on to online
classes because they did
not have access to smart-
phones and computers.

1
GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt sscchhooooll tteeaacchheerrss iinn DDuummkkaa’’ss
DDuummaarrtthhaarr vviillllaaggee,, JJhhaarrkkhhaanndd ffoouunndd aa nneeww wwaayy
ttoo iimmppaarrtt eedduuccaattiioonn ttoo ssttuuddeennttss who do not

have access to smartphones. TThheeyy ccrreeaatteedd bbllaacckk-
bbooaarrddss oonn tthhee wwaallllss ooff ssttuuddeennttss’’ hhoouusseess ttoo tteeaacchh
tthheemm wwiitthh ssoocciiaall ddiissttaanncciinngg.. “We started with an
initiative called ‘shiksha aapke dwaar’ (education
at your doorstep) to provide education to children
who did not have access to smartphones,” says
Tapan Kumar, a teacher in the village. 

5
EEvveerryy ddaayy,, IInnddrraa MMuukkhhii CChhhheettrrii,, aa mmaatthhss aanndd
sscciieennccee tteeaacchheerr iinn SSiikkkkiimm’’ss RRaavvaannggaallaa,, vviissiitteedd
hhoommeess ooff sseevveerraall ssttuuddeennttss she identified and

reached out to around 40 students in a week from
class 1 to 5. “Even if I take online classes, these 
students either do not have devices or Internet 
connectivity. Some of them may have access but
then how do I maintain equality, others might feel
left out. So I used to spend about 20 minutes with
each student in a week. “I collected their notebooks
and wrote lessons for them,” says she. 

3
GGhhaannsshhyyaammbbhhaaii,, aa
tteeaacchheerr iinn GGuujjaarraatt''ss
JJaannaann vviillllaaggee,, uusseedd

tthhee ppuubblliicc aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt
ssyysstteemm ooff tthhee vviillllaaggee ppaann-

cchhaayyaatt ttoo
sshhaarree ssttoorriieess,, ssoonnggss,, gguuiiddeelliinneess
ffoorr ppaarreennttss oonn hhooww ttoo ddeeaall wwiitthh

cchhiillddrreenn dduurriinngg tthhee lloocckkddoowwnn ppeerriioodd,
importance of exercising and much
more. ““II aallssoo aannnnoouunncceedd wwhheenn II wwiillll bbee

aatt PPaanncchhaayyaatt BBhhaawwaann ssoo ssttuuddeennttss oorr 
ppaarreennttss wwhhoo wwaanntt ttoo cclleeaarr aannyy ddoouubbttss or

to interact can see me there, while main-
taining social distancing,” he adds. 

2
TTeeaacchheerrss iinn CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh ccoonndduucctteedd
MMoohhaallllaa ((nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd)) ccllaasssseess iinn
aarreeaass wwiitthh llooww iinnffeeccttiioonn rraatteess.. “We set

up mini classrooms, with small groups of 
students, in community spaces. TThhee tteeaacchheerrss
ssppeenntt aa ccoouuppllee ooff hhoouurrss iinn eeaacchh rroooomm,, eennggaagg-
iinngg wwiitthh aallll ssttuuddeennttss aatt lleeaasstt ttwwiiccee aa wweeeekk,,””
says one of the teachers. 

4
Another teacher in
Chhattisgarh,, RRuuddrraa RRaannaa,,
uusseedd hhiiss mmoottoorrccyyccllee ttoo

ccoonndduucctt ccllaasssseess.. “The children
were not able to go to study as
schools were closed. So I
thought why not bring the school

to them. Even
though schools
continue to be
shut, online
classes are not
viable for most
rural students. II
uusseedd aa ppoorrttaabbllee
uummbbrreellllaa aanndd aa

cchhaallkk bbooaarrdd ttoo ttaakkee ccllaasssseess
wwhheenn II wweenntt ttoo tthhee vviillllaaggee,,” 
says he. 
IInn HHaarryyaannaa’’ss KKaannwwaarrssiikkaa vviillllaaggee,,
tthhee mmoorrnniinngg bbeellll aannnnoouunncciinngg tthhee
ssttaarrtt ooff aa tteeaacchhiinngg sseessssiioonn uusseedd
ttoo rriinngg,, nnoott iinn tthhee llooccaall sscchhooooll,,
bbuutt ffrroomm aa vvaann eeqquuiippppeedd wwiitthh aa
lloouuddssppeeaakkeerr.. 

PTI

New Year
traditions in

different countries

DENMARK
Denmark redefines the idea of a unique New
Year celebration where they simply smash
plates. Yes, you read that right. While most
countries host New Year parties to spend 
quality time with family, in Denmark you are
required to pick up your unwanted crock-
ery and smash them.

THAILAND
Known as Songkran, the Thai people
celebrate New Year by splashing
water onto each other. You will find
lots of people walking the streets
with buckets of water, ready to
attack each other with a lot of
water. Off-beat but interesting –
isn’t it...

JAPAN
The Japanese have their own

unique set of traditions. New Year’s Eve is
also known as Omisoka, and the tradition is
ringing bells in Buddhist temples, and that

too exactly 108 times. The reason for 108 is
that this is the number of human desires,

which means the causes of suffering.  

New Year is a great time of merriment, but New Year traditions in
different countries vary widely. Before the advent of yet another New

Year, let's take a look at some of the most interesting traditions... 

CHINA
The Chinese New Year is a
much-celebrated event,
which is colourful and exciting.
In China, you can partake in the
many traditions of Chinese New
Year. One particular tradition is
handing out cash in red
envelopes. Elders usually hand
out various sums of money to
the young people in red

envelopes. 

Say goodbye to these
2020 decor trends

WHITE-OH-WHITE: White furniture
and white paint was preferred to
showcase being posh and opulent;
yet, it’s grown quite old and 
outdated.

PIN OR FORK LEGS TABLE TABLES:
while industrial designs
have been a well-liked
option for several
years, it’s already
out of fashion and
one cloud opt for
classic table de-
signs.

EXPENSIVE FURNI-
TURE CLUSTERS:
Many homes use 
various sorts of costly
and exorbitant decor items
to show off price and luxu-
ry. This concept worked
earlier but it doesn't por-
tray any character.
Every home should re-
flect the style and per-
sonality of it's times or
of its owner.

THEMED SPACES: Refrain
from using themes to em-
bellish rooms, especially for
your children, because it's 
often used for limited time and
then you have to redecorate. So,
it's better to think about a topic
which will be relevant for your
child for a long enough time.

FAKE DECOR: Sometimes, for the
sake of giving a natural touch to
the decor we frequently display

f a k e
plants in

our drawing rooms. This concept
worked magic for a considerable
period over the past decade but it
will be out next year. The same 
applies to ornate mirrors and
stuffed animals.

CHORUS RATHER THAN
COLOURED WALLS:
Choose accent colour
walls. It creates a cap-
tivating design and

everything within the
room gets attention.

CONTRAST DIFFER-
ENCE:  Playing with
contrast is often a
tricky idea, espe-
cially if you’re con-
sidering an equiva-
lent colour. How-
ever, it’s already
outdated, so try
and avoid it.

The year 2020 was a havoc as the pandemic took over the whole world. Many trends evolved
during the lockdown, from Dalogna coffee to Bollywood gossip... and people spent every
moment inside their homes realising the need to re-decorate and rearrange their interiors...

TOP
YEAR-
END
READS
by women
authors

‘YOURS LEGALLY’
by Sonia Sahijwani 

Yours Legally’ is a collec-
tion of six short stories
related to the interest-

ing and unusual
field of law nar-
rated through
the eyes of Sia,
the protagonist.
These are inde-
pendent yet con-
nected stories
with the com-
mon elements of
law and humanity. “The book
is inspired by real life incidents
and events which I was fortu-
nate enough to experience and
witness,” says Sania.

‘LINES OF FATE’
by Neelam Saxena Chandra

Lines of Fate’ is a short
story collection con-
sisting of selected, dis-

tinctive and
unique tales
from different
walks of life set
in the Indian
diaspora. When
the dice is
rolled, one does
not know what
the outcome
will be. Similarly, whenever
there is an encounter be-
tween people; the aftermath
is simply indefinite and
unidentifiable.

‘HAVE THE WOMEN
LEFT VENUS’
by Geet Mala Jalota 

For many women today,
there are no role mod-
els at

home to learn
how to navigate
the workplace.
Women learn
to copy their
male bosses,
s u b v e r t i n g
their strengths.
The book aims
to correct this gap. It points
out leadership behaviours
practised by women confident
in their femininity.

From what keeps women out of the workplace, to stories that connect law and
humanity, here are some female authors to end your year with...


