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Major events that altered the world in 

The Covid-19 pandemic hogged the headlines through
much of 2020, and we still haven't seen the end. As the
year comes to close, we take a look at some of the other

major news and events that rocked the world...

COVID-INDUCED 
ECONOMIC CRISIS
Covid-19 has devastated the world economy,
which, according to economists, will take long
to mitigate.
According to an
estimate by ILO,
around 400 mil-
lion full-time jobs
were lost world-
wide. Income of
workers had fall-
en 10 per cent by
September 2020— a loss of over $3.5 trillion.
Global stock markets saw their fastest decline
in history in February-March, with the worst
sessions seeing 12-13% falls. Overall, this is the
worst global economic crisis since the Great
Depression of the 1930s.

UK EXITS EU
The year saw Britain formally withdraw from the
European Union.  However, despite Britain’s formal
exit from the EU on January 31, the trade settle-
ments between both the camps lingered till

Christmas.  Studies
have shown that the
UK's GDP and per
capita income might
drop up to 4.5%, and
10% respectively, post
Brexit. In fact, some

financial firms have already moved  their business
out of UK to avoid post-Brexit disruptions.

BIDEN TRUMPS
TRUMP
The 2020 US presidential election will be
remembered more for the ugly slugfest
between the Republican and Democratic

camps. Though Biden
made it in the end,
Trump ensured that
Biden has his hands
full, courtesy, Covid,
economy, and a  divid-

ed society, when he
moves into the Oval

office in January.
The president-elect

also needs to
rebuild a few

burnt bridges, and
check Beijing's clout in a
multi-polar world.

BLACK LIVES
MATTER
The anti-racism Black Lives Matter move-
ment has existed in the US since 2013. But
the Minneapolis George Floyd incident of
May 25 imparted a momentum like never
before. The US witnessed more than 4,700
demonstrations during the month, following
the incident. Protests peaked on June 6,
when around 50 lakhs people turned out in
nearly 550 places across the US, which
according to estimates was larger than the
civil rights marches of the 1960s.

WEST ASIA PEACE 
INITIATIVES

Israel and some Arab states set aside their
historical baggage of intolerance and took a
few baby steps towards normalising rela-
tions. Israel signed a peace agreement with
the UAE brokered by the US, and followed up
with similar deals with Bahrain, Sudan and
Morocco. Saudi Arabia too is believed to
have opened back-channel diplomacy to ease
tensions with Tel Aviv. 

ALL WORK(ED UP) AND
NO PLAY
The sporting world witnessed a huge loss, as the
pandemic-induced lockdown ensured that sports
personalities stay indoors, with no play. Events like
the Summer Olympics, Wimbledon tennis, etc,
were either deferred or cancelled. The IPL  was
shifted to the UAE.
Limited sporting activi-
ties resumed with strict
Covid protocols after a
thaw in the virus spread,
but spectators were
barred from the grounds. 

MEGXIT
In January, Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle announced their
decision to 'step back as senior
members' of the British Royal
family. The event was dubbed as
'Megxit,' a wordplay on the name
'Meghan' and 'exit, possibly-

inspired by 'Brexit.' The ex-roy-
als have also announced their

intentions to become finan-
cially-independent and

split time between the
UK and North America.

BEIRUT BLAST
A huge explosion shook Lebanon's capital Beirut on August 4, resulting in
deaths of over 200 people. Nearly, 2,750 tons of unsafely- stored ammonium
nitrate exploded at a storehouse near the Beirut port. The blast, which was
felt in Turkey, Syria, Israel, parts of Europe, and heard in Cyprus, was detected
by the US Geological Survey as a seismic event of magnitude 3.3. It is being
called as one of the most- powerful non-nuclear explosions in history.

OZ WORST NATU-
RAL DISASTER
Australia suffered one of the
most-disastrous bushfires in the
2019-20 season. With an esti-
mated damage of over $103 bil-
lion, this was Australia's worst-
ever natural disaster. Nearly
186,000 sq km area was burnt,
and over a billion wild animals
killed in the fires. Nearly, 25,000
koalas on the Kangaroo island, a
major wildlife conservatory in
South Australia,  perished.

Accept failures. Remember when
you take calculated risks, you safe-
guard yourself from absolute fail-

ure. You may fail, but each failure will
provide a valuable lesson. I can say with
great confidence that India's space pro-
gramme has been built on spectacular
failures. Each failure has resulted in
improvements in our system. The other
important aspect is innovation, and how
it is implemented. Innovation comes with
a high risk of failure. You may be called
crazy, and the initial outcomes of innova-
tion could be imperfect. Don’t forget,
Edison failed a number of times to invent
the light bulb. You all must realise that if
you are not failing then you are not trying
hard. So, shoot for the sky.  Even if you
miss, you'll land among the stars. Spread
joy. Chase your wildest dreams

K.Sivan, chairman, ISRO, at
the SRM Institute of Science
and Technology convocation
addressing students, on
the importance of fail-
ures in our lives

Researchers identify
over 109,000 impact
craters on Moon

A n international team of researchers has identi-
fied over 109,000 previously-unrecognised
impact craters on the Moon, using machine

learning methods. By combining the data collected by
China's Chang'e-1 and Chang'e-2 lunar probes, the
researchers identified 109,956 new impact craters. They
also estimated the ages of 18,996 newly-detected craters,
which are larger than 8 km in diameter.

Impact craters are the most-prominent
lunar surface feature, and occupy most
of the Moon's surface. With traditional
automatic identification methods, it is
generally difficult to find irregular and
seriously-degraded impact craters that
may have formed in the early periods

IN RECORD BOOKS
Man swims 662 feet under-

water in just one breath

Denmark's Stig Severinsonhas bagged a
Guinness World Record by swimming
662 feet, 8.7 inches underwater with just

a single breath. He attempted the record in 
La Paz, Mexico, on November 26.

Stig took only one breath to
swim the record-breaking 
distance with his head 
underwater, while using fins. He
held his breath for 2 minutes and
42 seconds to achieve the feat
Stig undertook the record
attempt to inspire children and
raise awareness about protecting
the oceans and wildlife among
them

I
ndia, which appears to have been pushed back to being the
world's sixth biggest economy in 2020, will again overtake
the UK to become the fifth largest in 2025 and race to the
third spot by 2030, a think tank said. The UK-based think

tank The Centre for Economics and Business research (CEBR)
forecast that China, in 2028, will overtake the US to become the
world's biggest economy, five years earlier than previously esti-
mated due to the contrasting recoveries of the two countries from
the Covid-19 pandemic. Japan would remain the world's third-
biggest economy until the early 2030s ,when it would be overtak-
en by India, pushing Germany down from fourth to fifth.

 India had overtaken the UK in 2019 to
become the fifth-largest economy in the world but has
been relegated to the sixth spot in 2020
 The UK appears to have overtaken India  during
2020, as a result of the weakness of the rupee, it said 

The CEBR forecasts that the Indian economy will
expand by 9% in 2021 and by 7 % in 2022 An impor-
tant driver of India's economic recovery, so far, has been
the agricultural sector, which has been buoyed by a
bountiful harvest The pace of the economic recovery
will be inextricably-linked to the development of the
Covid-19 pandemic, both domestically and international-
ly, it said As the manufacturer of the majority of the
world's vaccines, with a 42-year-old vaccination pro-
gramme that targets 55 million people each year, India
is better-placed than many other developing countries
to roll out the vaccines successfully and efficiently next
year, the report added

INDIA TO BECOME 5TH
LARGEST ECONOMY IN 2025,

3RD LARGEST BY 2030 

$483 BILLION

ECONOMY

T he combined wealth of Indian
business tycoons that grew to
9900 tthhiiss yyeeaarr ffrroomm 8800 aatt tthhee

eenndd ooff 22001199.. According to a Business
Standard report, India’s billionaire
count reached an all-time high in
2020, owing to the stock market rally
during the year. It registered a spike
of 33% in 2020 from $364 billion
recorded at the end of 2019. In con-
trast, the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) expects India’s economy to
decline by 9.6% in the financial year
2020-21 (FY21). The wealth of these
90 super-rich individuals is equivalent

to nearly aa ffiifftthh ooff IInnddiiaa’’ss ggrroossss
ddoommeessttiicc pprroodduucctt (GDP).

 On top of the rich list is
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL)
Chairman & Managing Director
(CMD), Mukesh Ambani. His

wealth grew by 47%
in 2019,
where-

as in

2020 it went up by 37.2% to
reach a mind-numbing $87.5
billion or  ` 6.44 lakh crore.
The RIL CMD added $21.5 bil-
lion to his net worth in 2020,
which translates to ` 480
crore per day     In terms of
the highest percentage rise,

Gautam Adani of the Adani
Group topped the charts
with a 100% increase in

his wealth— from $21
billion in 2019 to $40
billion this year

FACTOID

Veteran filmmaker Martin Scorsese
says he is struggling to recapture
the spark with which he made his

last directorial 'The Irishman' for his next
'Killers of the Flower Moon'.During an in-
terview with the Empire magazine,
Scorcese said that the coronavirus pan-
demic has put a stop to his "creative
process". “This pandemic has stopped my
creative process— particularly the first
couple of months when we were locked
in our houses, drained all my energies,”
Scorsese said. "I have to find a way to get
back to a singular creative impulse for
my new film, the way I had for ‘Irish-

man,'  he added.

'Killers of the Flower Moon' will
feature the director's favourite
leading men — Robert De Niro and
Leonardo DiCaprio
The film, based on David Grann's
historical book of the same name,
is set in 1920s Oklahoma, and cen-
tres around the Osage Nation mur-
ders, in which the members of the
Native American tribe were mur-
dered one by one after the group
became rich off the oil found
underneath their land

CELEB
TALK

SPACE

Covid-19 pandemic has stopped a creative
process: Scorsese



What to do before a road trip 
with your pet

KEEP YOUR PET SAFE AND
SECURE IN THE CAR
It is best not to let your pet roam
freely or sit on your lap in the car.
Small dogs and cats should be in a 
carrier. If you don’t already own one,
you must invest in one before you take
off for a trip. Large dogs won’t com-
fortably fit in a carrier, so they should
have their own seat. Restrain
them by attaching their har-
nesses to the seat belts. You
might think it’s okay to let
your pet enjoy the fresh air by
hanging their heads outside
the car window, but it’s safer
if they don’t poke their heads
out while you’re in transit.

PRACTICE TRAVELLING
WITH YOUR PET
BEFORE YOUR ACTUAL TRIP
Before you even take a trip, make sure
your pet is comfortable being in the car
by taking it out on short drives with all
necessary safety measures. You can
place your animal and their favourite
toy inside a parked car for them to get
familiar with the new environment
without stressing to travel. Once your
pet is comfortable, go for a few 

10-minute drives before the actual trip.
Offer your pet a treat after every ride
to reinforce a positive association.

RESEARCH ABOUT YOUR
HOTEL’S PET POLICIES
This is a very important step before
you even begin to take a trip. Review
the details of your hotel’s pet policy

before you book your accommodation.
If you have more than one animal you
must find out if your accommodation
allows several pets. Also, find out if you
can leave your pet unattended in a
room for a few hours if you have to
step out without them. Call the 
receptionist of the place for more 
up-to-date information rather than
relying on online information. This way

you will won’t have to make any last
minute changes in case the place you
have opted for isn’t too pet friendly. 

PACK A PET-SPECIFIC 
SUPPLY KIT
It is advised to carry medication,
leash, collar, bowls, water, kitty litter,
litter box, toys, waste bags and all the

other things related to your
pet when you take a trip.
Potty pads can come in handy
for lining the bottom of your
pet’s crate so that they can
use the bathroom before you
reach your destination. You
can discard used ones when
you stop for a break.

PREPARE FOR EMER-
GENCIES

Before you take a road trip, you have
to make sure that your pet’s identifi-
cation or microchip information is
up-to-date, if in case you and your
pet separate. Install an app for your
pet’s medical records so that if you
run into an emergency in the middle
of your trip, you have all the infor-
mation of your pet on the app to
show it to the vet. 

TNN 

Planning a road
trip is a task if

you have to bring
in your pet along

with you,
especially with so

many rules and
regulations in the

pandemic. Here
are some tips to
make your road

journey a hassle 
free affair 
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Dry skin is unavoidable for most during winter. Doctors
say that the cause is the inability of the skin to retain
moisture and this type of skin is prone to rashes,
dermatitis, bacterial infections... 

D
ermatologist Dr
Rinky Kapoor says,
“Frequent use of
sanitising products,
soaps, chemical

cleansers, hot water baths,
inadequate moisturising, and
hand washes leads to dry skin."
She shares some tips to deal with
dry skin...

TRY THESE HOME 
REMEDIES
➤ Itchy dry skin can get a lot of
relief from an oatmeal
bath or baking soda
bath. Stir chopped
oatmeal into warm
water for preparing
the bath.
➤ Use virgin cold-
pressed coconut oil
as it is rich in sat-
urated fatty acids
that can hydrate
and smooth the
skin without
clogging the
pores.
➤ Include foods
like blueberries, tomatoes,
carrots, beans, peas and lentils
in your daily diet.
➤ Use sunflower seed oil as a
night time moisturiser.
➤ A diet that includes milk can
improve dry skin. Also, use raw
milk as a toner for dry skin.
Apply a mix of honey and
turmeric and help relive the dry
skin and itching.

MAKE LITTLE CHANGES
Small improvements can make a
lot of difference to dry skin in
harsh winter months. 

➤ CHANGE YOUR CREAM: Change
the pump bottle skin mois-
turisers to jars and tubes mois-
turisers. Look for ingredients
that attract moisture and 
hydrate the skin such as 
ceramides, glycerine, sorbitol
(humectants), hyaluronic acid,
lanolin, silicone, and mineral
oil. For too dry a skin, use emol-
lients that contain linoleic, and
lauric acids. The thicker the
moisturiser – the more effective
it will be.

➤MOISTURISE WHEN DAMP: The
best time to use moisturiser is

when skin is still

damp from
washing or bathing. This
practice will help you lock in the
moisture to the skin and prevent
clogging of the pores. Use 
petroleum jelly on lips, elbows,
heels, and knees.
➤LUKEWARM IS THE WAY TO GO:
Switch hot water baths to quick
5-10 minutes lukewarm water
baths. This will help retain some
of the natural oils on the skin.
If you live in places where 
winter is harsh, use a humidi-
fier (level set to 60 per cent) to
help the skin reload moisture.

FashionFashion
for a

busy mom
M

otherhood is a beautiful jour-
ney. But it comes with some 
obstacles that might want you
to skip everything and take a
long break away from real life.

Being a mother, you might have to balance out
your life with that of the kid’s and it is tougher
if you are a working woman. But if you are a
mother who wants her children to be well-
dressed and fashionable, there are certain
things that might be useful for you. Here are
a few tips and tricks that can help you 
develop your child’s fashion sense while 
making him/her look cute as a button.

COMFORT IS KEY

K
ids need comfort more
than you do as an adult.
Comfortable clothing that

is easy to wear is a basic fashion

tip that you must follow. Invest in
comfy baby suits, pajamas,
lounge pants, cotton t-shirts and
pair all of it with white sneakers
or loafers. You will definitely end
up clicking a hundred photos of
your little munchkin.

COLOUR CO-ORDS

B
abies look adorable when
they have colour co-ords
on. Your kid will naturally

look easy and gorgeous in co-ord

sets. There are many colourful
co-ord sets available online to
choose from. Be sure to trust a
brand with the type of material
they sell and don’t compromise
on the quality as well as durabili-
ty of the clothing. Go for style
plus sustainability. 

DENIM IS A STUNNING OPTION

BASIC IS THE BEST

SLOGAN TEES

E
ver thought of dressing up your kind in any-
thing that is denim? It could be a denim jacket
or a pair of denim jeans or even a denim 

dungaree. Your kid is sure to look like a fashion icon
as soon as it has anything in denim on! You can com-
plete the look with white sneakers and a cute hair
tie for your baby girl and a cap for your baby boy.

I
f you can’t think of fashionable things, choose
basic. By basic, we mean a pop of colour, polka
dots, floral prints and so much more. There’s

never going to be unavailability of basic outfits for
kids and you can choose whatever suits your baby
the best. Go creative with the colours, the frills, the
patterns, etc. The only thing that you need to
remember is – less is more.

O
h, how wonderful do kids look when
they have their little slogan tees on.
It could be anything that says ‘I know

I’m cute’ or ‘My mommy is the best’ or
‘Dad’s my favourite’, etc. You can also
invest in some funny or cute slogan tees to
have a little fun with the kid’s fashion.

1 DOG MAN, by Dav Pilkey.
(Scholastic)

A dog’s head is
combined with a
policeman’s
body to create
this hybrid
supercop hound.
(Ages 7 to 9)

3 BABY-SITTERS CLUB
GRAPHIX, by Ann 

M Martin....
Kristy, Mary
Anne, Claudia,
Stacey and Dawn
are The Baby-
Sitters Club. 
(Ages 8 to 12)

5 DIARY OF A WIMPY KID,
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED

by Jeff Kinney.
(Amulet)
The travails and
challenges of
adolescence.
challenges of
(Ages 9 to 12)

7 THE BAD GUYS, by Aaron
Blabey. (Scholastic)

Tough animals
in suits take on
some real vil-
lains. Fun book
to read aloud to
your children.
(Ages 7 to 10)

9 PERCY JACKSON & THE
OLYMPIANS, by Rick

Riordan.
(Disney-
Hyperion)
A boy battles
mythological
monsters. 
(Ages 9 to 12)

2 THE TWILIGHT SAGA, 
by Stephenie Meyer. 

(Little, Brown)
Vampires and
werewolves and
their intrigues
in high school.
(Ages 12 
and up)

4 HARRY POTTER, by JK
Rowling. (Scholastic)

A wizard hones
his conjuring
skills in the
service of
fighting evil. 
(Ages 10 
and up)

6 THE HUNGER GAMES, by
Suzanne Collins. 

(Scholastic)
In a dystopia, a
girl fights for
survival on 
live TV. 
(Ages 12 
and up)

8 CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS,
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED

by Dav Pilkey.
(Scholastic)
Boys fight 
evil, and the
adventure
begins.   
(Ages 7 to 10)

10 I SURVIVED, by Lauren
Tarshis. (Scholastic)

Youngsters’
tales of living
through dan-
gerous histori-
cal events and
more. 
(Ages 9 to 11)

HAVE YOU READ THESE AWESOME NYT BESTSELLING SERIES?HAVE YOU READ THESE AWESOME NYT BESTSELLING SERIES?

TricksTricks

c.2020 The New York Times Company

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

READ. PLAY. LEARN
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2020
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