
“There is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter
and good humour.” 

CHARLES DICKENS, novelist (A Christmas Carol)
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Macaulay Culkin
The first reason is the lead ac-
tor of the film, eight-year-old
Macaulay Culkin, who aced
the role of Kevin McCallister
in a way that makes him un-
forgettable. “He was such a

unique kid,” director Chris
Columbus had said of

Culkin,who producer John Hugh-
es had pegged for the lead after his

scene-stealing work in ‘Uncle Buck’.
Columbus had said in an interview:
“Incredibly charismatic,he didn’t look
like he came out of the Hollywood

cookie-cutter world of fame. He didn’t
look like some kid you see on a TV
show. This was a real kid. … And he
was funny and charming. I thought,
‘This kid is a movie star. He’s a real
movie star’.”

The rest of the cast
From the pesky robbers, played by Joe
Pesci and Daniel Stern, to Kevin's par-
ents, played by Catherine O’Hara and
John Heard, and a memorable cameo
by John Candy as gregarious Polka
king Gus Polinski… the cast stole the
show with their top-notch perform-

ances – be it for 5 minutes or 15 min-
utes or more…

Rib-tickling nostalgia
Very few movies tug at your heart-
strings and make you laugh out loud
with almost every scene like ‘Home
Alone’. The big, weird joint family, the
tantrums, the comedy and a real dan-
ger from two burglars – were written
with such precision and performed
with such authenticity that we re-
member all the faces of the extras too
– actors who were present just for one
scene.

Here’s the story of
Wham!’s classic
‘Last Christmas’,

the most famous Christ-
mas song in the world.

 ‘Last Christmas’ was
originally released by
Wham! in 1984.
 It’s one of the world’s
most-loved Christmas
tracks despite being

released 36 years ago.
The love song, which details someone’s first Christ-
mas after a break-up, was written by George
Michael.
 It was later released on the album ‘Music from
the Edge of Heaven’.
 It has also made regular reappearances on
the official UK charts, reclaiming a space with-
in the top 40, 12 times in the years since.
 According to the Official Charts Compa-
ny in the UK, it is the best-selling song ever
to never reach number one status.

The Holiday (2006)
Dumped and depressed, English rose
Iris agrees to swap homes with similarly
unlucky in love Californian Amanda for a
much-needed break. Iris finds herself in a
palatial Hollywood mansion while
Amanda navigates the lanes of a picture-
perfect English village. Soon enough, both
lovelorn ladies bump into local lads per-
fect for a romantic pick-me-up.

The Shop Around The
Corner (1940)
Alfred Kralik (James Stewart) and
Klara Novak (Margaret Sullavan) are
employees at a general store. They are
constantly at odds with each other,
butting heads and disagreeing on
almost everything, without knowing
that  they are each the other's pen pal
and, despite outward differences, have

unwittingly fallen in love through their let-
ters. Did someone say ‘You’ve Got Mail’?

Serendipity (2001)
On a magical night when they are in in
their 20s, Jonathan (John Cusack) meets
Sara (Kate Beckinsale). He says it’s love at
first sight, but Sara believes in destiny.
After 10 years the two — with 3,000 miles
between them — must decide if fate
wants them to be together again. 

While You Were Sleeping
(1995)
Lonely transit worker Lucy Eleanor
Moderatz (Sandra Bullock) pulls her
longtime crush, Peter (Peter Gallagher),
from the path of an oncoming train. At
the hospital, doctors report that he’s in
a coma, and a misplaced comment from

Lucy causes Peter’s fami-
ly to assume that she is
his fiancée.

The Family Stone (2005)
A traditionalist and uptight business-
woman goes with her boyfriend to his
quirky and outgoing family’s yearly
Christmas bash and realises that she is
terribly out of place in such an environ-
ment.

Four Christmases (2008)
Lovers Brad and Kate plan to go on a
vacation to Fiji to spend the holidays.
However, when their vacation plan is
foiled, they are forced to visit all four

of their divorced par-
ents for Christmas.

Last Christmas
(2019)
Nothing seems to go right for young Kate,
a frustrated Londoner who works as an elf
in a year-round Christmas shop. But
things soon take a turn for the better
when she meets Tom, a handsome
charmer who seems
too good to be true.

Last Holiday (2006)
The discovery that she has a terminal
illness prompts introverted saleswom-
an Georgia Byrd (Queen Latifah) to
reflect on what she realises has been
an overly cautious life. So Georgia
withdraws her life savings and jets off

to Europe where she lives
like a millionaire.

The Christmas Contract
(2018)
A newly single woman dreads the thought
of going back to her hometown for
Christmas when she discovers her ex-
boyfriend will be
there with his new
girlfriend.

Elf (2003)
Buddy (Will Ferrell) was acciden-
tally transported to the North Pole
and raised to adulthood among
Santa’s elves. Unable to shake the
feeling that he doesn’t fit in, Buddy
travels to New York in full elf uni-
form in search of his real father.

T
here’s something about Tom Hanks.
He’s that person in all of our lives we
can share our hopes, desires, sorrows
and heartbreak with, and it seems like
just by being around him (any

character in any of his films), we will feel loved,
appreciated, and emerge stronger from
wherever life has taken us… He is the ‘King of
the Holiday Season’, and without further
explanation, I’m listing a few of his films that
will make even the most discerning or cynical
among us, believe that hope is always alive, and
there is an end to every misery, no matter how
overwhelming it feels…  

TURNER &
HOOCH (1989)
Playing opposite a big
adorable dog is something
only an adorable actor can
do. Hanks plays a cop called
Turner, who has to take care
of a big, sloppy, lovable dog
called Hooch, the only
witness to his owner’s murder. The inter-species
chemistry let’s say is the foundation of the film
and the reason for its success. ‘Turner & Hooch’
established Hanks’s brand identity.

THE TERMINAL
(2004)
Viktor Navorski (Tom Hanks),
an Eastern European tourist,
is trapped at JFK indefinitely.
While living at the airport,
Viktor falls for a flight
attendant (Catherine Zeta-
Jones). But what good is love

if Viktor can’t leave the terminal? 

CAST AWAY
(2000)
Obsessively punctual FedEx
executive Chuck Noland’s
(Tom Hanks) plane crashes
over the Pacific Ocean during
a storm. The sole survivor of
the flight, Chuck washes
ashore on a deserted island.
When his efforts to sail away and contact help fail,
Chuck learns how to survive on the island, where
he remains for years, accompanied by only his
handmade volleyball friend, Wilson. 

SLEEPLESS IN
SEATTLE (1993)
Realising that Sam has still
not come to terms with his
wife Maggie’s death, his
eight-year-old son, Jonah,
forces him to call a national
radio talk show, with the

hopes of finding him a companion. This movie is
the definition of what we call ‘heartwarmers’.

SPLASH
(1984)
A young boy
saved from
drowning by a
beautiful
mermaid, falls in
love with her 20
years later when
she returns to seek him out. Before he
can choose between life on dry land or
a deep sea paradise, a scheming
scientist gets in the way of love.

BIG (1988)
This fantasy comedy, directed by Penny
Marshall was Hank’s breakout role that
put him on the Hollywood A-list map. It is
a role that speaks to everyone who feels
in their heart that they are impostors,
deeply implausible as adults and
basically bewildered little kids. Hanks
plays Josh Baskin, the boy who resents
the rules laid down for kids, wishes to be
big and then … gets his wish! 
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Why is Tom Hanks the king
of the holiday season?
Here are five Hanks
movies that answers the
question...

That warm, safe feeling called TOM HANKS

HOLIDAY SEASON
ROM-COMS

The Polar Express by Chris
Van Allsburg
A young boy boards a train bound for
the North Pole on Christmas Eve. 

Christmas at Cold
Comfort Farmby Stella Gibbons
A collection of 16 short stories, including
the title tale in which we meet the formida-
ble Starkadder family as they take their
places for Christmas dinner and tuck into a

rather unfortunate
Christmas pudding. 

The Night Before Christmas
by Clement C. Moore
This poem first appeared in a newspa-
per in Troy, New York, US, on December
23, 1823, as ‘A Visit From St Nicholas’. A
classic must read on X-mas. 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
At 1,703,336 ratings on www.goodreads.com,
the world clearly loves this epic story of the

March sisters persevering
against all odds. 

The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever by Barbara
Robinson
Follows the outrageous
shenanigans of the Herdman
siblings, or “the worst kids in
the history of the world.” 

The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe by C S Lewis
Who knew a wardrobe door could open up
to the magical world of Narnia, a secret

place frozen in eternal winter. 

The Little Match Girl by Hans
Christian Andersen
A little girl is sent to sell matches when all
the world seems to be celebrat-
ing the New Year’s Eve

The Gift of the Magi and
Other Short Stories by O Henry

A young couple faces the challenge of buying
secret Christmas gifts for each other with very
little money. 

Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer by Barbara
Shook Hazen
A beloved tale loved for ages this is the
story of a young reindeer who is bul-
lied by his larger, cruel peers. What
does he do?

GIFT THESE BOOKS,
READ THEM TOO

Nitya.Shukla@timesgroup.com

I
n the 114 years since it was
published, Charles Dickens’
moving tale of the
redemptive powers of
kindness and generosity has

come to define some of the core
values of Christmas. In the story,
a greedy, money-pinching,
Christmas-hating miser is

transformed into a caring, kind and
generous gentleman, thanks to visits
by four ghosts. At just 28,500 words ‘A
Christmas Carol’ is the author’s most
widely-read work and has never been
out of print since it was first
published in 1844. According to
Wikipedia, “The classic work has
been dramatised and adapted
countless times for virtually every
medium and performance genre, and
new versions appear regularly.” No
celebration is complete without
revisiting Dickens’ story, a gift that
keeps on giving. 

A QUICK RECAP
The story begins on Christmas Eve
where we meet Ebenezer Scrooge, a
selfish, bitter old man who refuses to
donate to charity, treats his
bookkeeper Bob Cratchit shabbily

and avoids the dinner party his
nephew Fred is hosting for
Christmas. That night Scrooge is
visited by the ghost of his old
business partner, Jacob Marley, who
appears bound in heavy chains. The
ghost warns Scrooge that until the
latter changes his selfish ways, he
too will end up like him. When
Scrooge is dismissive, Marley tells
him to expect a visit from the spirits
of Christmases past, present and
future before the night is over. Enter
the spirit of the Christmas Past, who
makes Scrooge revisit some of
unpleasant memories from the past –
including one as a a boy when he was
left alone at boarding school over the
holidays; and as a young man when

his fiancé left him since he valued
gold more than love. 

Next comes the spirit of Christmas
Present who shows Scrooge how
people celebrate this day. Among
other scenes, Scrooge ‘visits’ his
bookkeeper Cratchit and his very poor
but happy family. We also meet
Cratchit’s sweet-natured young son,
Tiny Tim, who is gravely ill. The spirit
warns Scrooge that the boy will perish
if he doesn’t get medical attention
which the family can’t afford. 

Finally the spirit of Christmas
Future appears, and shows Scrooge a
possible future in which an
unchanged Scrooge dies alone. Do
the spirits help Scrooge to change his
behaviour, or is it too late?

Made in the early 1990s, the ‘Home Alone’ series is a
yearly ritual at this time of the year. Here’s why the film

series has become a cult holiday season classic

A Christmas Carol?
without...

The eternal appeal of
‘HOME ALONE’

GEORGE MICHAEL WROTE THE
SONG IN HIS BEDROOM IN AN HOUR
George Michael wrote ‘Last Christmas’ in his

childhood bedroom. The song was born one
day in 1984 when Michael and his Wham!

bandmate Andrew Ridgeley were vis-
iting Michael’s parents. While they

were sitting around watching TV,
the late pop star suddenly

dashed upstairs
to his child-
hood bedroom

and composed the
modern X-mas classic in

about an hour. “George had performed mu-
sical alchemy, distilling the essence of Christ-

mas into music,” Ridgeley had said in an in-
terview. “Adding a lyric which told the tale

of betrayed love was a masterstroke and,
as he did so often, he touched hearts.”
 Quite a few other stars have covered

‘Last Christmas’. Jimmy Eat World, Hi-
lary Duff, Good Charlotte, Ariana

Grande, Carly Rae Jepsen, Gwen Ste-
fani, are just a few of the artists

over the years. The strangest ren-
dition may be the 2006 dance
version by the Swedish CGI
character Crazy Frog, which

reached #16 on the UK
charts.

— mentalfloss.com, guardian.com

CHRISTMAS CLASSIC SONG 
Last Christmas I 
gave you my heart...

Tom Hanks with his wife Rita Wilson

The late English 
singer, songwriter,

record producer, and
philanthropist, rose to

fame as a member of
the music duo Wham!.

Later, he embarked on a
solo career. He sold

over 80 million records
worldwide making 

him one of the 
best-selling music
artistes of all time

What is Christmas

One of the earliest chapters in
the book involves Scrooge yelling
at carolers through his mail slot.
Since the book was almost
immediately adapted into a stage
play, Christmas music became
synonymous with celebrations. 
Another was gift-giving, which
was already a part of New Year’s
celebrations. Dickens’ depictions of
presents (specifically, gifting toys

to children) became an integral
part of Christmas. 
 In the 1840s, when an enormous
holiday feast was considered
‘decadent’, Dickens taught us that
the point of feasting was to spend
time with family. 
He revived Christmas which was
not celebrated on this scale at the
time, to a season of generosity and
a time of giving to others.

THE TRADITIONS IT GAVE US



“People throw stones at you and you convert them into milestones.” 
SACHIN TENDULKAR, FORMER INDIAN BATSMAN04

KL Rahul ducks a bouncer

Thangarasu
Natarajan of
India castles

Glenn Maxwell

Kuldeep Yadav
became the first
Chinaman bowler
to play for India

SIMPLY SPORTS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2020

The gentlemen’s game is adored by millions. It’s also full of expressions and terms designed to bewilder the uninitiated, and sometimes, even
make seasoned followers scratch their heads. We’ve taken a few popular cricket terms and decoded their fascinating origins

OVERARM BOWLING
Did you know that till 1864 a bowler could
not bowl overarm? There was, of course,
underarm bowling and also roundarm
(where the hand is between shoulder and
waist heights). Much credit has to be giv-
en to Edgar Wisher, an Englishman, who
staged a walk-out with eight of his team-
mates after he was ‘no-balled’ six times for
bowling overarm. It raised quite a storm
and Marylebone Cricket Club had to step
in and change the rules.

DOOSRA
An unconventional off-spin deliv-
ery, the doosra was the brainchild
of Pakistani spin wizard Saqlain
Mushtaq who successfully used the
delivery for maximum effect
against Australia in the Sharjah
series two decades ago. Basically,
an off-spin ball that swings the oth-
er way, Saqlain’s invention was
named the ‘doosra’ by team-mate
and wicket-keeper Moin Khan.

KERRY PACKER
Who would have thought that a tiff over
TV rights would split the cricket world?
The Australian Cricket Board chose the
government-funded ABC over Packer’s
Channel Nine. Packer retaliated by hiring
the biggest cricketers of the day and start-
ed the World Series Cricket in 1977. That
paved the way for coloured clothing, white
balls, stress on limited-overs cricket and
daynight matches... all staples of today’s
cricket scene.

UMPIRE
The word umpire evidently stems
from the French ‘nompere’ which
means ‘not equal’ or ‘odd man’.
This is to imply that the 'odd man'
is called in to make decisions be-
tween two contestents.

THIRD UMPIRE
Did the batsman nick the ball?
Was his foot inside the crease
when the stumps were broken?
Situations that can break hearts
and lead to so many what-if sce-
narios... And there was also the
question of neutrality. Thanks
to improved TV technology, in
1992, the concept was first im-
plemented during India’s tour of
South Africa. Interestingly, the
first victim was Sachin Ten-
dulkar, adjudged run out by a di-
rect hit from Jonty Rhodes.

SNICKOMETER
The Snickometer, also known
as the Snicko, is an audio and
visual slow motion device in-
vented in the 1990s by British
computer scientist Alan Pas-
kett. The Snicko allows umpires
to determine whether or not the
ball has touched the bat or
batsman, which in turn deter-
mines whether or not a batsman
is out.
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ORIGINS OF CRICKET JARGON

WICKET
The third stump was introduced
in 1775 after a bowler called
Lumpy Stevens (what a name)
bowled three balls in a row that
went straight through the two
stumps rather than hitting them.
In the early days of cricket, wick-
ets were made of only two stumps
and one long bail, so they looked
very similar to a small gate.

JAFFER
It’s an exceptionally well bowled,
practically unplayable delivery,
usually but not always from a fast
bowler. Jaffa originally referred
to an ancient port in Israel, and
then a sweet, thick-skinned orange
grown near that port. How or when
the word “jaffa” came to be used
in cricket is unclear, but some at-
tribute an exceptional delivery to
the idea of a great-tasting fruit.

CREASE
A crease (or furrow in the
ground) was actually cut into
the turf. This continued until
the mid 1860s when they start-
ed using white paint.

OUT FOR A DUCK
According to bbc.co.uk, “A duck’s egg is an oval, which is also the
shape of the number 0. So, lo and behold, we get the phrase ‘out for a
duck’.” There are different types of ducks, too:

● A regular duck - when a batter is dismissed without any
runs, but some time after the first ball.

● A golden duck - when a batter is dismissed after the first ball
bowled to him in the innings.

● A diamond duck - when a batter is dismissed without facing
any legal balls. This would usually happen from the non-strik-
ing side, but a batter could get out for a diamond duck after a
wide ball on the striking end, too.

● A platinum duck (or royal) duck - when a batter is dismissed
on the first ball of the first innings of the entire match. Ouch.

CHINAMAN
Kuldeep Yadav is a chinaman bowler. In other words, he is a left-arm unortho-
dox spinner who turns the ball in the opposite way of conventional spin: the ball
spins in to the right-hand batsman and away from the left-hander. So where did
this term come from? When was it first coined? Well, that can be traced back to
1933. West Indian spinner Ellis “Puss” Achong, who was of Chinese ancestry,
was a left-arm orthodox spinner. He bowled an unexpected wrist-spin delivery
that turned from off to leg. The batsman Walter Robins of England was stumped
as he failed to read the turn. His reaction was “Fancy being done by a bloody Chi-
naman.” Since then the name has stuck.

PITCH COVERS
There was a saying in the 70s: if it rains
England need Underwood. The left-arm
orthodox spinner was deadly on a sticky
pitch. Not just Underwood, a number
of spinners prospered when the pitch
would be drying; the ball would skid,
turn, jump... From the late 60s/early 70s
pitches began to be covered so that the
playing strip was more or less uniform
across the world and the game became
more batsmen-oriented.

BOUNCER RULE
Anybody who has seen ‘Fire in Babylon’ would know why bouncers were re-
stricted to two an over. Broken jaws, cracked ribs, swollen hands... there was
also the slow over-rate factor with fast bowlers taking more time to complete
their overs. The rule has surely taken away a bit of sting from bowling. Crit-
ics say the rule has defanged fast bowlers, especially since umpires can always
take steps to stop intimidatory bowling.

DUCKWORTH-LEWIS METHOD
You have to be a statistician to crack the D/L method. It’s a com-
plex formula that sets targets for teams in ODIs affected by weath-
er. Devised by English statisticians Frank Duckworth and Tony
Lewis, it has been in use since 1997. It replaced non-scientific meth-
ods such as average run rates or totalling best-scoring overs. D/L
method has cut down on a lot of heartburn among players 
and spectators.

BODYLINE
A form of bowling which at-
tacked the batsman, limiting his
options for avoiding the ball, and
setting a particular field from
which to benefit from any false
shot induced by the method of
attack. Historically, had its ori-
gins during the 1932/33 Ashes se-
ries in Australia when England
(MCC) captain Douglas Jardine
employed the method mainly as
a means of containing the skill
of Don Bradman, the great Aus-
tralian batsman. The term, body
line, was first used by an Aus-
tralian writer Jack Worrall.

YORKER
A yorker could be described as the king of all bowls. It’s when the ball
lands directly at the batter’s feet, and it’s extremely difficult to hit. ‘Ox-
ford Dictionaries’ suggests that the term was coined because players from
York bowled them so often. Another theory attributes the name to the oth-
er meaning of yorker: cheater.

HELMET
Remember Raman Lamba? If he had worn a helmet he would’ve been alive today.
Rewind further. A helmet would have saved Nari Contractor a visit to the hospi-
tal with a head injury and prolonged his Test career. Helmets are one of the most
influential innovations in the game. And thanks to English opener, Dennis Amiss,
who was the first one to wear it regularly during the Kerry Packer series.
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This accurate Yorker from Mitchell
Starc was too good for Ben Stokes 


	Times-NIE-Web-Ed-Dec26-2020-Page3
	Times-NIE-Web-Ed-Dec26-2020-Page4

