
THE RULES:

“Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET 03FAMILY TIME
CLICK HERE: PAGE 3 AND 4

I
f the bouquet you ordered
has dried up and the flow-
ers you used for puja is
ready to be thrown out,
think again. You can easi-

ly turn them as a
pretty Christmas
wreath and stop the
cycle of waste. We
give you some tips
to give a new lease
of life to these flow-
ers. Before you get
started with the cre-
ation process, gath-
er all the necessary
materials. Of
course, you’ll need
dried blooms and
greens. Along with
these dried ele-
ments, you will also
need to gather a
pre-formed
grapevine wreath,
clippers and floral
wire. You can find
these materials in
florist shops, craft stores 
or online.

Let’s get started
Once you’ve gathered all your
materials, it’s time to get the cre-
ative juices flowing. To craft a
wreath that will add some cheer
all the way into winter, follow
these steps. Remember that
these are basic
guidelines, and
there’s no one right
way to arrange
your materials —
create a wreath

that emulates the personalities of
the people inside the home it will
hang on. Use floral wire to attach
the eucalyptus and grevillea to
the grapevine wreath. Start by

wrapping the floral
wire around the stem
of the greenery and
then wrap the wire
around the
grapevine.

After your mate-
rials are securely at-
tached to the wreath, you can
trim the stems for a polished

look. Continue adding eucalyp-
tus and grevillea around the
wreath until you’re happy with
the style. Now it’s time to add in
the succulents! These popular

plants will provide
a nice fresh pop to
the dried materials.
Try placing a cou-
ple of succulents
next to each other
or spacing them
throughout the
wreath. Once you
find an arrange-
ment you’re happy
with, it’s time to set
them in place. Each
of these green
cuties will have a
short stem; wrap
the wire around
these stems and
then around the
grapevine. Once

you have all
your blooms
and greens
added, it’s
time for the
final touch-
es. Wrap a
few more
pieces of
wire around
your addi-

tions and the grapevine to assure
everything will remain in place.

Once your wreath is fin-
ished, it’s time to
hang it on your
Christmas tree,
door, walls and
even window.

Turn dry flowers into
Christmas Wreath

Make
a beautiful

Christmas Wreath with
recycled materials such

as dry flowers, plant
stems, dried or fresh

grapevines 

Christmas is a much-loved festival among kids. The excitement of decorating a
Christmas tree, getting gifts, relishing on tasty cakes and visiting their friends’ houses
to attend parties — is what makes the festival a day of joy and happiness for them. But
preparing special food for so many guests is quite a task. To make your at home
Christmas party a success, here are a few easy Christmas recipes

1 Whisk together 3.75 cups
flour, 1.25 tsp baking soda

and 1/2 tsp salt.

2 Place 3/4 cup butter
(cubed), 1.5 cups brown

sugar and 2 tbsp water in a
large saucepan; cook and stir
over low heat until butter is
melted. Remove from heat;
stir in 2 cups chocolate chips
until smooth. Stir in 2 eggs
and 1/2 tsp vanilla extract.
Stir in flour mixture. Let
stand until firm enough to
shape (15 minutes).

3 To freeze dough, shape
level tablespoonfuls of

dough into balls; flatten each
to 1/4-in thickness. Place in a
covered container, separating

layers with waxed paper;
freeze until firm.

4 To bake, preheat the oven
to 180C. Place frozen

dough portions on greased
baking sheets. Bake until set
(12-14 minutes). Remove from
pans to wire racks and cool
completely.

5 Spread cookies with
chocolate frosting, saving

a small amount for mouths.
Decorate faces with candy
eyes — add peanut butter
cups for snouts, pretzels for
antlers and cherries for
noses. Pipe mouths with
reserved frosting. Enjoy the
fresh, sweet and delicious
reindeer cookies. 

Christmas recipes

Merry Christm
as

y Christm
as

Chocolate Reindeer
Cookies

Fluffy Hot
Chocolate

Banana Pancake
Snowmen

1 In a small saucepan, mix 8 tbsp sugar, 4 tsp cocoa, 
4 cups milk and 1.5 cups marshmallows.

2 Cook and stir over medium heat until marshmallows
are melted (8 minutes). Remove from the heat and stir

in 1 tsp vanilla extract. Pour into mugs and serve.

1 In a small bowl, stir 1
cup buttermilk pancake

mix, 3/4 cup water and 1/3
cup mashed banana.

2 Pour 1/2 cup batter
onto a greased hot

griddle, making three cir-
cles to form a snowman.
Turn when bubbles form
on top. Cook until the
second side is golden
brown. Transfer to a
serving plate. Repeat
with remaining batter.

3 Sprinkle with powdered sugar. Decorate the snowmen
with pretzels, chocolate chips, bright red cherries and

banana slices.

Holiday activities with family

Recognise Age Matters
It can be hard for parents to accept that
their children are growing up and let-
ting go of childhood traditions and
notions. For many parents, it’s
downright painful to think that
their child has grown out of the
Santa years and all the fun that’s
associated with the belief in 
Santa and his little elves.

6- to7-year-olds
Although questions
about Santa can happen

at any age, many
come up with school-
aged children because

of conversations
with other kids.
Your 6-or7-year-old
may have over-
heard something
at school and
want reassur-
ance that Santa
will indeed show

up at Christmas.
Before you im-

mediately rein-
force the concept of

Santa, try to deter-
mine if your child is
ready to let go of the

idea of Santa or is just having some
doubts. Once you know where your
child’s questions are coming from, you
will know better how to respond.One
study found that children general-
ly discover the truth about Santa
around age 7, but they predomi-
nantly felt a sense of pride over mak-
ing the discovery. Meanwhile, parents
in the study were sad that their kids no
longer believed in Santa Claus! So, be
sure you’re truly responding to your
child’s questions and not simply trying
to keep the tradition alive for your own
benefit or happiness.

8- to 9-year-olds
An 8- or 9-year-old may
really be asking if it’s
still OK for them to pre-
tend that there is a San-
ta so they don’t miss out
on anything. At this age,
you’ll want to use your
judgment as to their
true intent behind the
questions. Some kids
are ready for the truth
at this age; others are
not. If needed, ask a few
probing questions like,
“Why do you ask?”
before deciding how
to answer. Keep in

As they grow and begin to
understand the world better,
kids begin to ask tough
questions. Besides the
“Where do babies come from”
question, many parents dread
the day one of their kids asks,
“Is Santa real?” It will likely
catch you by surprise, but
there are several ways you
can handle it

BE TRUTHFUL

mind that research shows that even
when children discover that Santa
is not real, they still like the idea of
Santa.So, a discovery about Santa does-
n’t mean that your Christmas traditions
are over. It simply means that the 
traditions will change.

10- to 11-year-olds
By the time they reach 10 or 11, your
tween will probably no longer believe
in Santa Claus. This transition is 
developmentally appropriate. During
these years, children become more self-
aware. They also begin to get a pretty
good grip on reality. But don’t be
alarmed if your tween still pretends
to believe or wants to believe. Some
tweens hold onto their childhood be-
liefs for as long as they possibly can.
The truth is that if your children
are asking questions like “Is San-
ta real?”, they probably al-
ready know the truth or
have an idea about the re-
ality of the tradition.
They may just be look-

ing for validation
from you.

I
f you think your child has
it all figured out, it’s a
good idea to be truthful.

For instance, you could explain
that Saint Nicholas was, in fact, a
real person from long ago. He was
known for leaving presents for the
children in his village and for car-
ing for the less fortunate. The leg-

end grew over time, becoming

the story we all know today. The
discussion about Santa is a good
time to instill your family’s beliefs
and values by bringing them up in
the conversation. You might do
this by reinforcing the idea that
the spirit of Santa represents what
is in the hearts of all people who
are kind and generous.

Even adults understand that

there is some ‘magic’ to the leg-
end of Santa Claus and that it can-
not always be explained.
How many sour hearts
have been turned
sweet by the inspi-
ration of Santa? Is
that not magic? Is
it not real? 

How to respond when your
child asks about Santa

➤ This single question — 
“Is Santa real?”— can be a chal-
lenge for any parent, and it will
happen eventually. If your child
is ready, your best answer may
be, “Yes, he is. But not in the
way you think. Here’s what I
mean...” Knowing about the
realities of Santa can be an
excellent learning experience
in caring and generosity that
children will remember

Q.1) Which of these
foods did not origi-
nate from Mughal 
cuisine?
A. Kebab  
B. Samosa 
C. Pilaf 
D. Baba Ghanoush

Q.2) Which of these
ingredients will NOT
curdle milk?
A. Orange juice 
B. Baking soda 
C. Lime juice D. Vinegar

Q.3) Which
of these was
called ‘food
of gods’ in

ancient India?
A. Bread B. Potato 

C. Cheese D. Yoghurt

Q.4) What is Panko?
A. Japanese bread crumbs 
B. A Korean herb
C. A deep-frying pan 
D. A type of noodle

Q.5) What was Cotton
Candy originally
called?
A. Candy Floss
B. Sugar Suckers 
C. Fairy Floss
D. Cotton Puff

Q.6) What has been
historically referred
to as the ‘Master
Spice’?
A. Salt

B. Pepper 

C. Garlic

D. Saffron

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME (FOOD)

1. D) Baba Ghanoush 2. B) Baking Soda 3. D) Yoghurt 
4. A) Japanese bread crumbs 5. C) Fairy floss 6. B) Pepper

NEEHAARIKA SINDHUJA, 
Jyoti Nivas College (Autonomous), Bengaluru

Activities

GRAMMATICAL MISTAKES

RESTIVE/RESTFUL

HOW NOT TO DO IT:

■ ‘Restive’ means impatient, when faced with
control or delay.

■ ‘Restful’ means quiet, peaceful, 
relaxing.

■ Our neighbours are enjoying a restive
vacation away from the city.

■ The audience grew restful when the
event did not start on time.

✘

HOW TO DO IT PROPERLY:

■ Our neighbours are enjoying a restful
vacation away from the city.

✔
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SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, 
teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru
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Paine a great leader & our
most important player: LLaannggeerr

In the form of an unbeaten half-century and
seven catches behind the stumps, Paine made
handsome contribution in the series-opening
day-night Test against India at Adelaide Oval

Edinson Cavani and
Anthony Martial struck
late goals as Manchester
United claimed a scrappy
2-0 victory over Everton
at a bitterly cold
Goodison Park to set up a
League Cup semi-final
with rivals Manchester
City. The visitors now
meet City for a place in
the April 25 final, while
Championship side
Brentford take on
Tottenham Hotspur in the
other last-four clash.
REUTERS

MMaanncchheesstteerr  UUnniitteedd  seal League Cup
semi-final vs Manchester City

Edinson Cavani
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Umesh Yadav must bring
his A game in the

absence of senior pro
Mohammed Shami

CAN INDIA SCRIPT A TURNAROUND?
Many former players believe India have some quality players in their ranks to still effect a turnaround in
the ongoing four-match series Down Under, despite a drubbing in the opener in Adelaide. Here’s how...
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04 “Push yourself again and again. Don’t give an inch
until the final buzzer sounds.”
Larry Bird, former basketball player

SIMPLY SPORTS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2020

Q1: Which of the following
countries hold the record of

most consecutive wins in One Day
Internationals?
a) Sri Lanka  ❑ b) Pakistan  ❑
c) South Africa  ❑ d) Australia  ❑

Q2: Name the player who holds
the record for most runs

in ICC Women’s Championship? 
a) Smriti Mandhana  ❑ b) Suzie Bates  ❑
c) Stafanie Taylor  ❑ d) Meg Lanning  ❑

Q3: The record for most
hundreds in a career in

first-class matches is held by _____

a) Patsy Hendren  ❑ b) Sir Jack Hobbs  ❑
c) Wally Hammond  ❑ d) Phil Mead  ❑

Q4: The most number of
assists in Spanish Primera

División 2019-20 was made by
which of these players?    
a) Karim Benzema  ❑ b) Santi Cazorla  ❑
c) Mikel Oyarzabal  ❑ d) Lionel Messi  ❑

Q5: Which of the following
cricket stadiums holds

the record of most ODI matches 
on a single ground?
a) Sharjah Cricket Stadium  ❑
b) Harare Sports Club  ❑

c) Sydney Cricket Ground  ❑
d) Melbourne Cricket Ground  ❑

Q6: Michael Phelps has won 23
Olympic gold medals. How

many silver medals has he won?    
a) One  ❑ b) Two  ❑ c) Three  ❑ d) Four  ❑

Q7: This bowler has claimed ten-
wicket in a match the most

number of times in Test career. Name
the player.
a) Rangana Herath  ❑ b) Sir Richard Hadlee  ❑
c) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑ d) Shane Warne  ❑

Q8: In Italian Serie A in 2019-
20, which player made the

most assists?
a) Ciro Immobile  ❑ b) Alejandro Gómez  ❑
c) Domenico Berardi  ❑ d) Luis Alberto  ❑

Q9: Which player holds the
record of most wickets in

ICC Women’s Championship?
a) Jhulan Goswami  ❑ b) Marizanne Kapp  ❑
c) Sana Mir  ❑ d) Jess Jonassen  ❑

Q10: The record for most
assists in Indian Super

League 2019-20 is held by ________

a) Hugo Boumous  ❑ b) Roy Krishna  ❑
c) Jessel Carneiro  ❑ d) Rafael Crivellaro  ❑

Q11: Which bowler has claimed
five-wickets in an innings

the most number of times in his
Test career?
a) Anil Kumble  ❑ b) Sir Richard Hadlee  ❑
c) Muttiah Muralitharan  ❑ d) Shane Warne  ❑

Q12: Which player holds the
record for most

dismissals in World Cup?
a) Kumar Sangakkara  ❑ b) Adam Gilchrist  ❑
c) MS Dhoni  ❑ d) Brendon McCullum  ❑

ANSWERS: 1 d) Australia  2 d) Meg Lanning
3 b) Sir Jack Hobbs   4 d) Lionel Messi 
5 a) Sharjah Cricket Stadium   6 c) Three
7 c) Muttiah Muralitharan   8 b) Alejandro Gómez 
9 d) Jess Jonassen   10 a) Hugo Boumous
11 c) Muttiah Muralitharan   
12) a) Kumar Sangakkara

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

What I can understand, and I have gone
through all this, is that you need to use your
feet, you cannot stand and deliver. You have
to move your feet, front or back, get closer
to the ball. Also you have to get besides the
line of the ball (against short balls). That’s
very important. What the boys need to
understand is that they need to adapt. Why
do all countries come and struggle in India,
because these are different conditions. Why
do we go out and struggle, it is also because
of different conditions. Conditions are going
to be there but the fact remains that you
need to adjust and adapt and change your
technique and you have to move your feet.  
Anshuman Gaekwad, former Indian batsman

INDIAN BATSMEN NEED TO
LEARN TO ADAPT, MOVE FEET

It will be hard now for them, but they’ve
actually got some quality players if they
can get on a roll. They can certainly
cause some trouble with the ball, it’s just
whether the batsmen can cope with the
bounce. The MCG pitch will suit them a bit
better because it’s a bit flatter. So we’ll
see if their batsmen can bounce back and
make some runs, especially in the first
innings. That’s going to be the key 
for them.
Darren Lehmann, former Australia
coach

INDIA HAVE GOT SOME
QUALITY PLAYERS

Only a quarter of the Test series is over.
With three matches to go, there is all to
play for. This is a true test of the team’s
character and mettle, more so with the
captain and Mohammed Shami unavail-
able from here on. There is a great
chance for new heroes to emerge, for
men to put their hand up and rise to the
occasion. It’s time to put Adelaide behind
and target a fresh beginning.
VVS Laxman, former India cricketer

IT’S CHANCE FOR NEW
HEROES TO EMERGE

I will want to see Rahane at number four.
I will not want to him stay at number five
because if he is the captain now, he has
to lead from the front. So, Rahane should
play at number four in place of Virat
Kohli. KL Rahul should play at number
five and Rishabh Pant should play at
number six. Jadeja and Ashwin should
play at number seven and eight and then
three seamers. I will want to go in with
five bowlers. I will want to see Shubman
Gill at the top along with Mayank Agarwal
and Pujara at number three.
Gautam Gambhir, former India batsman

GILL SHOULD OPEN, INDIA
MUST PLAY 5 BOWLERS

I’d say that the only way is to fight it out in
the next match, do something magnificent
that changes your thinking. Only a good
performance is going to help you overcome
this disappointment. The strategy should
be simple: you score more runs and don’t
allow them to score more than you. One
will have to be gritty in the next three
Tests. It’s going to be a combination of
grit, discipline, and planning. We’ve to plan,
then we’ve to show grit, and we should be
able to execute our plans.
Sachin Tendulkar, former Indian batsman

INDIA MUST DO SOMETHING
MAGNIFICENT TO OVERCOME

1ST TEST LOSS

I think that selectors should show some
faith in Prithvi Shaw. Yes, he didn’t get
any runs in this Test match but it’s one
Test, against some quality bowling on a
difficult pitch to bat. Joe Burns
(Australian opener) was averaging less
than seven in FC cricket. The selectors
showed faith in him. He got out cheaply
in the first innings but he slowly got his
confidence back, worked his way through
it and you see the character of the guy
and he ended up scoring 50 not out.
Michael Hussey, former Australia
cricketer

SELECTORS SHOULD SHOW
SOME FAITH IN SHAW

A ustralia head coach
Justin Langer has praised
his team’s Test captain
Tim Paine for his per-

formance and leadership, call-
ing him their “most important
player”. Langer, however, added
that Adam Gilchrist remains the
best-ever wicketkeeper-batsman
for transforming the game of
cricket. Paine scored an un-
beaten 73 against India in the
first Test at the Adelaide Oval,
rescuing his side from a precar-
ious situation of 111/7 in first
innings and taking it to 191, just
53 runs short of India’s total of
244. Australia then bundled out
India for a mere 36 in the second
innings and went on to win the
match by eight wickets. AGENCIES

You think of Adam Gilchrist, I
guess who transformed the
game in a sense. That is why

Gilchrist is an all-time great play-
er because he transformed the game.

I have got enormous faith in Tim
Paine, whether it is his wicket-
keeping, batting and I have said
publicly and privately last year that
he is our most important player.
Because he is our lead 
wicketkeeper, his leadership on and
off the field is incredible and we
saw how he can play. He batted
very well in the first innings under
pressure... He is a great player,
great leader and I love having him
in our team.

I’d be a pretty courageous man to
change the XI for this test match
after the last one. At this stage,
unless something happens over
the next few days,  and things
can happen in the world we live
in, we’ll go in with the same XI,
I’d say.

We’re very hopeful. He (David
Warner) batted very well in the
nets. He’s having a bit of trouble
running at full speed. When he gets
back and feels confident with it, of
course he’ll come back into our
team (for the third test). We’ll just
monitor him, and fingers
crossed he’ll be back.
Justin Langer
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Michael Phelps


