
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!

CLICK HERE: PAGE 3 AND 4

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2020 03

2020 was filled with the
glorious and enthralling
memories of school.

Every single youngster and
teen would never have
missed school as much as we
did this year. I myself keep
recalling those moments in
school, especially those
adventures and instances
with friends as I take you
through a trip down memory
lane. 
I loved participating in vari-
ous activities, ranging from
sports to science, and that
helped me amplify my con-
nection. All these activities
would keep me occupied
throughout the day, dis-
cussing with friends the
strategy for the next day's
match or making a last
minute PPT to be presented
the next day. 
Along with this busy schedule
there would be moments of
fun such as the whole class
making songs and beats with
the benches in the teacher's

absence and also exhausting
the class prefect. I myself
have been the class prefect
and have experienced this
moment from both sides,
which served as a
merry enjoyment. 
I remem-
ber those
times when
I, as a pre-

fect, used to check whether
any teacher is coming to
class or not and if they are, I
would silence the whole class
so that we don't get assigned

the task
of read-
ing a

biography
of a great
personali-

ty and writing 30 points
about him. 
The best part was the lunch
break, which was always
spent on the field. Since class
II, I have played kabaddi and
cricket extensively given my
love for sports. Class VII was
a complete enhancement as I
added football, table-tennis
and swimming to the list. I
also became a part of the
school cricket team. When I
was in class VIII, the kabaddi
group was turned into a club
with rules & regulations
involving signing of agree-
ments, to play many tourna-
ments which included player
biddings and auctions too! 
Those were some mesmerizing
and enjoyable moments from
my school days which I can
never forget. My anticipation
to go back to school will never
end, as my friends and I still
look back with fondness at
those unforgettable memories. 

Siddharth Kothari, class IX, St
Joseph's Boys' High School

It was October, 2019 and it started
with a lot of panic and chaos as we
made it to the airport just in time. It

took only about 45 quick minutes to
reach Sri Lanka, the pearl of the Indian
Ocean. We spent the whole of the first
day traveling to the local markets of the
capital that were sell-
ing fresh produce by
the truckload. As we
trudged along, the
strong smell of the fish
hit us. Sapphires, rare
sea turtles, water-skiing
were among the few
awesome experiences I had.
The next few days we spent exploring
different parts of the country. Our first
stop was Sigiriya, the Lion Fortress,
built by King Kashyapa. On the way, we
had the famous buffalo curd and honey
sold by a woman at a local stall to cool
off on a hot day. As weird as it sounds,
the taste was heavenly. The King had
built the gateway in the form of an
enormous lion. On arriving, we saw the
flight of narrow steps that lead up the
hill. Although it was quite scary to
climb at such a height, it was fun. The
people below looked like ants as we
neared the summit.  My legs became
wobbly after the long hike. We sat there

for some time to admire the architec-
tural beauty. By the time we returned,

it was dusk. We visited the Karagan
lagoon. The fishermen had laid stilts in
the marsh so they could stand on them
and fish in the lagoon waters. I tried my
hand at fishing and caught a small fish.
As I was standing on a stilt, a huge
wave washed over me and left me
drenched. 
Our next stop was Kandy, famous for
Buddha's tooth relic. The tooth was in a
huge golden encasement. The whole
temple was decorated with white flow-
ers and lotuses. 
The entire trip was exhilarating and left
me reeling for more. If I could, I would
relive these memories again. 
Anushree Iyer, class VIII, Sishu Griha
Senior School

"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world" -Nelson Mandela 

Education is not the learning of facts but the training of
the mind to think. National Education Day was cele-
brated with great verve and zeal by the students on No-

vember 18, 2020 to commemorate the birth anniversary of free-
dom fighter, educationist and the first Union minister of ed-

ucation Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad. The stu-
dents delivered inspiring
speeches on the contri-
bution of Azad in laying

the foundations of the education system and the nation's com-
mitment to all aspects of education.

Various activities were organized  for students of class-
es VI to VIII. Fascinating and colourful slogans, inspiring
and powerful quotes, the policies and ideals envisioned by
Maulana Kalam Azad were all showcased as part of the ac-
tivities. Banners, cards and slogans  on the importance of lit-
eracy were also displayed in the virtual class. The persuasive
slogans exhibited by the students were not only a visual treat
but also emphasized that education is the need of the hour.

Over the
last six
months, I have come

across instances when students feel
overwhelmed and dejected by the monotony
and the ennui that things will not change. These feel-
ings flood our thoughts and inundate them with negativity. How
do we tackle these emotions and how do we motivate ourselves to get
through our daily life with happiness and vigour?

It is in such instances, that I am reminded of two idioms
which have stood time's trials: "This, too, shall pass" and "One
step at a time." Nothing can epitomize the positivity that these
two idioms convey, especially during these trying times.

"This, too, shall pass," helps us to understand the basic be-
lief that nothing in life is constant, neither the good times nor
the bad times. How do we apply this belief in our life? Start
with making a note of good things that have come your way,
despite not expecting these small surprises. Gain strength
from your past experiences when you had to rise and meet
challenges.

"One step at a time" beautifully captures the essence of
life, that all it takes is one small step in the right direction for
the journey to continue. For students, this means chunking your work, simplifying your
routines, having some predictability in your life and learning to consciously relax and
let go.

As they say, "When life gives you lemons, make lemonade!" Accept and acknowledge
what is difficult today and it will make you stronger tomorrow.
Sangeetha Nayakkankuppam, KNIB advisor for special education 
and counselling, The Brigade Schools

Accept what is
difficult today, for a
stronger tomorrow 

TEACHERSPEAK

An exhilarating Lankan adventure

Unforgettable memories of days
at school beckon me back 

SPORTS, MUSIC, SCIENCESPORTS, MUSIC, SCIENCE

The school organised a student-
led cyclothon event to create
awareness about Covid 19, and

the benefits of cycling. They also used
the opportunity to announce that the
school is is launching classes XI and
XII in Science, Commerce and Arts
stream from the academic year 2021-
22 .

The event was held on December
6, 2020 in collaboration with 3rd Bn,
KSRP under the leadership and guid-
ance of Commandant of 3rd Bn, KSRP

and Asst Secretary, PPS M V Ra-
makrishna Prasad.

Around 90 students, a team from
RBI, instructor Sunil, yoga instructor
Abhinandan, customs, IRS Vinutha,
and police personnel from 3rd Bn
KSRP and teachers were part of this
fitness programme. In view of the co-
rona pandemic, all needful protocols
were adopted. Masks were distributed

to all. The event was flagged off from
PPS campus at 7 am. The cyclists ped-
alled a distance of 5 km from the
school to Jakkasandra and HSR Lay-
out. Warm up tips were given to the
students before and after the cyclothon
by the instructors. Personel from the

Madiwala police station and HSR Lay-
out police station ensured the safety
of the participants on the roads. The
Karnataka State Police-Sports Pro-
motion Board also supported the
event, making it a grand success. Po-
lice officers and staff cycling along

with the children boosted every one's
spirit. It was heart warming to see the
enthusiastic students actively partic-
ipating in the cyclothon on a cold win-
ter morning supported by their par-
ents, encouraging them to be the har-
bingers of Fit India.

Activities stress
on importance of
literacy, education

NATIONAL PUBLIC
SCHOOL, WHITEFIELD

Cyclothon held to promote fitness, spread awareness

POLICE PUBLIC
SCHOOL 



Playing without fans horrible
and ugly: LLiioonneell  MMeessssii
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It’s horrible to play with-
out fans, it’s a very ugly

sensation. Seeing no-one in
the stadium is like a training
session and it is very tough
to really get going at the
start of a game.

The truth is it’s very ugly
and that’s why we are seeing
such evenly matched games.
It’s very difficult to win,
regardless of who you are
playing against. The pandem-
ic has caused football to
change a lot, and for the
worse. You can see it in the
matches, and I hope this all
ends soon and we can get
fans back into the stadiums
and return to normality.
Lionel Messi

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi has explained how
tough it has been to play without fans in the last
year due to the novel coronavirus pandemic,
likening the experience to a training session

➤ The new normal of football in empty stadiums has certainly taken its toll on Messi and
Barca. The Catalans were top of La Liga with 11 games to go when last season was dis-
rupted by the pandemic but they surrendered the title to Real Madrid when play
resumed in empty stadiums. They then suffered a humiliating 8-2 defeat by Bayern
Munich in the Champions League in an empty Estadio da Luz in Lisbon in August.

➤ This season they have made their worst start in 33 years and are currently fifth in La
Liga, way off the pace of leaders Atletico Madrid, while they failed to finish top in their
Champions League group for the first time since 2006.

➤ The 33-year-old Messi meanwhile is having his worst individual season since the
2007/08 campaign, scoring only nine goals in all competitions, five of which have been
penalties. Supporters have been absent from Spanish top-flight games since March but
are set to return from April once a large section of the population has received vac-
cines to protect against the virus.

Barca and Messi are going through a rough patch
Australian batting star Steve Smith
has no time to think about how India
might plot revenge in the second
Test this weekend, but he does have
a word of advice for the visitors
jolted by the first game’s battering:
to let it go and move on. “I think it
is important to keep moving
forward. Look at yourself
individually at what you could have
done better which I think is
important enough after any game...
whether you bat well or you don’t.
You reflect what you can do in the
next game or in the rest of the
games for the series to have an
impact,” said Steve Smith. AGENCIES

Look at what you could have done
better, SSmmiitthh advises India
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04 “In life, there is no such thing as impossible;
it’s always possible.”
Venus Williams, tennis player

SIMPLY SPORTS
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Together with the two wins on their last tour
of Australia, India have won just four of their
19 Tests since August 2014, when the Shastri-
headed support staff took charge of the
team. Although Anil Kumble was head coach
of the team between mid-2016 and mid-2017,
India did not tour any of these countries
under his stewardship for Test matches.

India’s other two wins in the period in the
SENA nations have been in England and in
South Africa. As against that, Sri Lanka have
notched up two wins (both in South Africa) in
16 matches and Pakistan have won three (all
three in England) in the SENA countries,
deemed to be the toughest for south Asian
nations. If India are to call themselves as the
world’s best, the team needs to show up with
results across all countries, especially the
SENA nations.
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Fans are demanding the
resignation of Ravi
Shastri after India’s
crushing defeat in 
the Pink Ball Test

Q1: Who among the following
has the highest individual

score at 183 in One Day
Internationals in Asia Cup?
a) Mushfiqur Rahim  ❑ b) Shoaib Malik  ❑
c) Younis Khan  ❑ d) Virat Kohli  ❑

Q2: Which was the first English
club to win the European

Cup in 1968? 
a) Tottenham Hotspur  ❑ b) Manchester
United  ❑ c) Chelsea  ❑ d) Liverpool  ❑

Q3: Which player has the best
bowling average in One

Day Internationals?  

a) Rashid Khan  ❑ b) Joel Garner  ❑
c) Ryan Harris  ❑ d) Tony Gray  ❑

Q4: In which year did Cristiano
Ronaldo win his first

Ballon d’Or?
a) 2002  ❑ b) 2004  ❑ c) 2006  ❑
d) 2008  ❑

Q5: Who holds the record for
most stumpings in Test

cricket? 
a) Syed Kirmani  ❑ b) MS Dhoni  ❑
c) Godfrey Evans  ❑ d) Bert Oldfield  ❑

Q6: How many league titles
has Chelsea Football Club

won so far?    
a) Two  ❑ b) Four  ❑ c) Six  ❑ d) Eight  ❑

Q7: In which year did Gary
Cahill sign for Chelsea

from Bolton Wanderers?
a) 2012  ❑ b) 2014  ❑ c) 2016  ❑ d) 2018  ❑

Q8: Liverpool has won the
European Cup more

number of times than any other
British team. How many times has
it won the Cup?    
a) Two  ❑ b) Four  ❑ c) Six  ❑ d) Eight  ❑

Q9: Which cricketer has
claimed the most wickets

in the Border Gavaskar Trophy?
a) Nathan Lyon  ❑ b) Harbhajan Singh  ❑
c) Anil Kumble  ❑ d) Ravichandran Ashwin  ❑

Q10: In December 2020,
which striker reached

the 100 goal mark in all
competitions for Paris Saint-
Germain? 
a) Moise Kean  ❑ b) Kylian Mbappé  ❑
c) Mauro Icardi  ❑ d) Neymar Junior  ❑

Q11: Which cricketer has
played most matches in

Border-Gavaskar Trophy?
a) Rahul Dravid  ❑ b) Sachin Tendulkar  ❑
c) VVS Laxman  ❑ d) Ricky Ponting  ❑

Q12: Which batsman holds the
record of most runs in

T20Is of Asia Cup?  
a) Babar Hayat  ❑ b) Virat Kohli  ❑
c) Muhammad Usman  ❑ d) Sabbir Rahman  ❑

Q13: Which English Club has won
19 Premier League titles,

with Jürgen Klopp leading their most
recent victory in 2019-20?
a) Tottenham Hotspur  ❑ b) Liverpool  ❑
c) Chelsea  ❑ d) Manchester United  ❑

ANSWERS: 1 d) Virat Kohli      
2 b) Manchester United   3 a) Rashid Khan
4 d) 2008   5 d) Bert Oldfield   6 c) Six 
7 a) 2012   8 c) Six   9 c) Anil Kumble
10 b) Kylian Mbappé   11 b) Sachin Tendulkar   
12 a) Babar Hayat   13 b) Liverpool

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
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Gary Cahill

Pak and Lanka have better
overseas record

India’s support staff
❖ Head coach: RRaavvii  SShhaassttrrii
❖ Bowling coach: BBhhaarraatt  AArruunn
❖ Batting coach: VViikkrraamm  RRaatthhoouurr
❖ Fielding coach: RR  SSrriiddhhaarr
❖ Manager: GGiirriisshh  DDoonnggrree
❖ Throwdown specialists: DD  RRaagghhaavveennddrraa,,

NNuuwwaann  SSeenneevviirraattnnee..
❖ Three-member medical team,

physiotherapist etc also there

Last year, batting coach Sanjay Bangar was replaced with
Vikram Rathour after favourites India failed to reach a mod-
est 240-run target. But it does not seem to have led to any
improvement. The team has now failed to get to 250 runs in
the last six innings. It managed 165 and 191 in the first Test
at Wellington and then 242 and 124 in the second Test at
Christchurch during the tour of New Zealand in February-
March. The visitors made 244 in the first innings at Adelaide
but were shot out for 36 in the second. No wonder India lost
all the three matches.

India has failed to get to 250 runs
in the last six innings

R Sridhar is India’s fielding coach and Bharat Arun the bowl-
ing coach. “When teams lose, the questions will be raised
because they are part of the team, they have to be answer-
able because theirs is a professional job. They have to
answer fans. You have to question them,” said former India
star all-rounder and team coach Madan Lal, who is now part
of the Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC) of the BCCI.

Madan Lal says there is no excuse for dropping catches and
adds that you have to plan to get the tail. India have had
problems with catching throughout this tour, dropping
close to 20 catches in seven international games, including
four in Adelaide Test’s first innings. They also dropped
catches in New Zealand, England and South Africa prior to
that. They have got stuck into tail in all the countries with
Sam Curran of England holding them off multiple times on
the 2018 tour.

The Kapil Dev-headed CAC had renewed Shastri’s contract
last year till the 2021 World T20. However, the new CAC,
which includes Madan Lal, can only decide or review if they
get an intimation from the BCCI. “We can’t take any deci-
sion on the coach. It is outside our purview. It comes to the
CAC only after the BCCI decision,” added Lal.

Our fielding has never been this bad

MAKE COACHING STAFF ANSWERABLE
Ever since Ravi Shastri and his support staff took over the reins of the Indian cricket team in August
2014, following India’s disappointing loss to England in the Test series, the national team’s overseas

performance — in South Africa, England, New Zealand and Australia, also known as SENA in cricket parl-
ance — has continued to be unsatisfactory as earlier, despite their 2-1 historic win in Australia in 2018-19
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