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V irat Kohli added yet
another feather to his
cap in his glorious inter-

national career during his  89
against Australia in the second ODI
at the SCG on Sunday. When Kohli
scored his 78th run of the match,
hhee  ssuurrppaasssseedd    SSaacchhiinn  TTeenndduullkkaarr  ttoo
bbeeccoommee  tthhee  ffaasstteesstt  ttoo  ssccoorree
2222,,000000  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  rruunnss. Kohli
achieved the feat in just 462
innings. Tendulkar had taken 31
innings more and had reached the
milestone in 493 international

innings. 

VIRAT KOHLI
BECOMES FASTEST
TO SCORE 22,000
INTL RUNS

Plastic pollution from discarded fishing
gear in the Ganges river poses a threat
to wildlife, such as the critically- en-

dangered three-striped roofed turtle and the
endangered Ganges river dolphin, according
to an international team including researchers
from the Wildlife Institute of India.

Oscar and Grammy-winning  composer AR
Rahman has been roped in as the ambas-
sador of the BAFTA Breakthrough initia-

tive in India.

➤The initiative marks BAFTA's first steps into
India. The talent hunt initiative will enable the
Academy to identify and nurture up to five talents
working in film, games, or television in India. The
exercise, known as BAFTA Breakthrough initiative,
is part of the Academy's year-round
effort to support new talent,
operating alongside their 
awards ceremonies
➤As part of the initiative in India,
a jury of British and Indian indus-
try experts will select five
talents from across
India to take part in the
year-long mentoring and
guidance programme.
The chosen talent will
also connect with and
learn from the British
and Indian creative
industries, and will
be promoted as
BAFTA Breakthrough
artistes globally

➤The researchers noted that fishing
nets — all made of plastic — were the
most common type of gear found

➤High rates of fishing equipment are
being discarded in the river — driven by
short gear lifespans and lack of appro-
priate disposal systems, the
researchers said

PLASTIC POLLUTION FROM 
FISHING NETS THREATENING
GANGES WILDLIFE

AR RAHMAN IS BAFTA
BREAKTHROUGH INDIA AMBASSADOR

EARTH 2000 LIGHT YEARS
CLOSER TO MILKY WAY'S
SUPERMASSIVE BLACK HOLE

Anew map of the Milky Way has put
the Earth 2,000 light years closer to
the supermassive black hole at the

centre of our galaxy. The map suggests that
the blackhole is located 25,800 light years from
the Earth, closer than the official value of
27,700 light years.

According to the map, our solar sys-
tem is travelling at 227 kilometres
per second as it orbits around the
galactic centre —  faster than the
official value of 220 kilometres 
per second

SPACE

IN THE NEWS

INSPIRED BY THE
NEW WORDS The Cambridge dictionary describes it

as"a group of people who go into
quarantine together" 

As the coronavirus impacted
the world in many ways- from
the world order to economics
to personal lives, language
had to grow and adjust to
encompass the changes it
bought. Here are some new
words being used and
what they mean...

The Oxford Dictionary describes it as "the action of
compulsively scrolling through social media or news
feeds, which is related to bad news

At a time where many people live
alone, quaranteam is a good idea, as
they let people have access to their
friends and family

A blend of corona and vacation, this word
refers to the break from work many people
got due to the coronavirus

Many businesses eventually found ways to
continue working from home or when the
lockdown loosened but some got to enjoy a
coronacation before

CORONA CRISIS

Doomscrolling was an inevitable part of the heavy
year— from Bushfire updates to corona cases rising,
to the close US presidential election, the year has
been rife with stress-inducing news

It alludes to some of the welcome consequences of this
slowdown – fish were visible in the Grand Canal in
Venice due to the reduction in water traffic; light and
noise pollution across much of the world has decreased;
and animals are being seen more frequently in their

natural habitat as humans stay away

According to the Oxford Dictionary, the word comes from
anthropo meaning ‘relating to humans’ and pause, and "it
refers to the global slowdown of travel and other human
activity during the pandemic”
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WHICH ARE
THE RICHEST
FAMILIES IN

ASIA ACCORDING
TO BLOOMBERG?

➤ The Ambani family topped
Bloomberg’s list of Asia’s richest families
with a wealth of $$7766bbiilllliioonn
➤ The KKwwookk family, which controls one
of Hong Kong’s largest developers, came
in second with $$3333bbiilllliioonn, while the
CChheeaarraavvaannoonntt family that controls Thai
conglomerate, CP Group, ranked third at
$$3311..77bbiilllliioonn

Universal Studios
Japan plans to open its
$580 million Nintendo
attraction on Feb 4,
finally debuting a long-
delayed effort to
introduce Mario and
other beloved
characters to real-
world theme park to
the visitors

Some may call the year 2020 as a
year of external disruptions due to
the pandemic. But I firmly believe
that 2020 will be known not as a
year of external disruption, but as a
year of internal discovery for our
society and for our nation. Adversity
not only builds strength but also
brings out our true innate character.
This global pandemic has brought to
the fore India's national character
for the entire world to behold as a
resilient and
united nation 
NARENDRA
MODI, PM

Others on the list include
Samsung’s Lee family, the
Hindujas, and the Mistrys

Natural disasters affecting more
than 50 million people occurred
in the first half a year alone

since the coronavirus pandemic was officially announced in
March, stated the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in its annual
World Disasters report recently. This includes some
250,000 people, who were affected by as many as 10
different disasters during this period, according to the
World Disasters 2020 report

3.5 BILLION 100

➤ Globally, more than 1 billion people—
15 per cent of the world's popula-
tion is expected to live in an area
that has 5G coverage rolled out

➤ In 2026, 60 per cent of the world's
population will have access to 5G
coverage, with 5G subscriptions
forecast to reach 3.5 billion. In
India, 5G subscriptions will surpass
350 million, accounting for 27 per
cent of all mobile subscriptions in
2026, the report said

5G is the 5th generation
mobile network. It is a
new global wireless 
standard after 1G, 2G,
3G, and 4G networks. 
5G enables a new kind of
network that is designed
to connect virtually
everyone and everything
together including
machines, objects, 
and devices

FACTOID
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Subscribers will be
connected to 5G
by 2026 globally,

according to a report by
the telecom company
Ericsson. India will account
for 350 million 
subscriptions

In the past 10 years, 83 per cent of all the

disasters triggered by natural hazards were

caused by extreme weather and climate-

related events, such as floods, storms and

heatwaves, it was stated in the report

➤ Brian Lara
(511 innings)

and Ricky
Ponting (514

innings) follow the two
Indian superstars

➤ Interestingly, Kohli
is the only batsman in
the 22,000-Club to

average above 50! In
fact, his average of
56.15 is significantly
higher than the second
best on this count -
Kallis (49.10). The
Indian captain has
already registered 
70 hundreds and is 
just one behind

Ponting (71)



T
he white rhinoceros or
square-lipped rhinoceros
is the largest extant species
of rhinoceros. The white
rhinoceros consists of

two subspecies: the southern white 
rhinoceros, with an estimated
19,682–21,077 wild-living animals in
the year 2015, and the much rarer
northern white rhinoceros. The
northern subspecies has very few 
remaining individuals, with only two
confirmed left in 2018. The two 
remaining are both females – named
Fatu and Najin who are both now in
captivity in Sudan. The last known
male white rhinoceros died in Kenya
in March, 2018.

So now what? With no
male member of the species
alive, there is no way for the
species to continue.
Have we lost yet another species
from the surface of the Earth? Are
we once again, as is becoming
characteristic of Human Be-
ings, responsible for the eradi-
cation of another species?
Yes…and no.

The problem is the same –
poaching. Poachers have been
hunting rhinoceros for their horns
for over 50 years. Their horns are
in high demand among ancient trib-
al communities as well as under-
world markets. They are often sold for
close to a million per horn. While
wildlife agencies did enforce re-
strictions and heavy penalties
to poachers, pervasive corrup-
tion meant that the regulations
were of little effect.

Scientists and wildlife con-
servationists together had the
foresight to prepare for the worst
case scenario. Though lacking
the technology at the time, sci-
entists in the 1970’s harnessed
male gametes of northern
white rhinoceros with the vi-
sion that sometime in the fu-
ture, they might help combat

the inevitable extinction
event the rhino population
was heading towards. This
practice of collecting the

gametes has continued to
this day, and now, while the last

male rhinoceros is no
more – the gamete

is still viable. We
still can pre-

vent the
n o r t h e r n

white rhi-
no from
b e i n g
extinct.

The scientists are now working towards
creating a viable embryo that one of the
two female white rhinos can carry.

With the progress of techno-
logy, humans have ideated a
solution.
To use a relative species – the southern
white rhino as a surrogate mother. On
August 22, 2019, the first embryo was
prepared and researchers are now clos-
ing on a possible surrogate southern
rhino to revive the species. What is
amazing is that for all the damage we

as humans inflict onto the en-
vironment, this is also the

first time we have made our
impact to modify a species in a

positive sense. 40 years ago, this would-
n’t have been possible, but today we
stand a chance. But remember, we do
not play the role of God. We do not get
to reverse our actions in entirety. Yes,
with technology and science we are able
to help a species, but it really isn’t the

same. We have been fortunate
enough in this case to get the

chance to make amends for
our actions, but the lesson

is still profound – we are erad-
icating species and our sci-
entific actions and aware-

ness must come sooner,
rather than later.

Are we
Are we

too late?
too late?Are we

too late?
ADITYA KAUSHAL, 

Batch of 2020, Ekya Schools,
Bengaluru 
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Zombie Board Game
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 Start RULES OF THE GAME
The zombie board game is a fun game
for educators. There are traps, pitfalls
and escapes in this game. It is called
Zombie Board Game because the
zombie represents the biggest single
threat to the players. Landing on a
zombie space sends a player back to
start.

1.  Roll the dice and count ahead
according to the number that 
shows up.

2.  When a player lands on a space,
the player simplifies the fraction
on the space within a determined
time and says the answer.

3.  The instructions on the other
spaces are pretty straightforward.

4.  Lose aa tturn :: the player loses a
turn to play.

5.  Go forward

6.  Go backward

7.   The zombie is the space no
one wants to land on. It is a killer.
Landing oon tthe zzombie ssends tthe
player bback tto sstart. Restarting is
no fun when your opponent is
advancing.

8.  Trade Places: This can be good or
bad. The player who lands on this
space swaps with the opponent.
Trading places with an opponent
who is ahead in the game is good.
Trading places with an opponent
who is behind is no fun.

9.  Finally the last pitfall is towards
the end of the game. To finish the
game, the player must get the
exact number on the dice to END. If
the player has more, the player has
to count forward and backwards.
For example if a player is at space
31, the player needs to roll and get
4 to finish. If the player has 6 for
example, the player counts forward
to 4 and 2 backwards to space 33.

10. To customise this game, change
text here in the space boxes by
putting in your own words. You can
also add small and fun clip arts for
lower levels.

REVISE AND LEARN

KNOWLEDGE BANK

Koala  
These are nocturnal marsupials
famous for spending most of their
lives asleep on trees. During the
day they doze, tucked inside forks
or nooks in the trees, sleeping for
up to 18 hours. This sedentary
lifestyle can be attributed to the
fact they have unusually small
brains and survive on a diet of
nutrient-poor leaves. Many koala
populations are faced with
nowhere to go when their habitat
is destroyed by deforestation.

5 WAYS ON HOW TO
SUPPORT AN INTROVERT

SPEND 1-TO-1 WITH YOUR FRIEND

1
If you know that your friend happens to be an
introvert, try spending specific time with
him/her. There’s something nice and safe
about not having to cope with a group of

people and trying to make conversation with
all of them. That’s more likely going to put
your friend off coming. You could go for
lunch somewhere, look around some book-
shops or even go to the cinema. You’ll have
their attention and they will have yours.

IT MIGHT TAKE THEM
TIME TO OPEN UP 

5
If a person is a real
friend then they’ll have
patience with someone.
Some people might

mistake being introverted for

being cold, distant or seeming-
ly uncaring. That is so far from
the truth! There are some peo-
ple who just take  time to get
used to a person and, if they
feel safe, then they will open
up. Some people just need
more time... 

LET THEM HAVE ALONE
TIME

3
Not everyone can deal with
pushy friends who land up unin-
vited and want to party sud-
denly! If a friend prefers not to

go out often, don’t push or try to ‘per-
suade’ them to go. There’s a 
difference between being genuinely
understanding and allowing your friend
time and not listening. Try to be give
them space even within your bound-
aries of friendship. Let your friend
know that you are around. 

FRIEND

TRY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT’S
LIKE TO BE AN INTROVERT

2
One of the best ways to know how to be with
an introvert friend is to
picture what it’s like to
be in their shoes.

Take time to see how over-
whelming social situations
can be for them, know what
their boundaries are and find
others to be social with them. 

DON’T MAKE THEM FEEL AS IF THEY
NEED TO BE FIXED

4
This is something that
can really be frustrating.
It’s not just the odd friend
who does this but family

as well. Most of the time they are
only trying to help but it makes

the one who is an introvert feel like
they have a  problem. That they need to

be fixed. You have to convince your friend that  being an
introvert isn’t some kind of character flaw. 

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

READ. PLAY. LEARN
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2020

Poachers have been 
hunting rhinoceros for

their horns for over 50
years; their
horns are in

high demand
among few tribal

communities as 
well as 

underworld
markets.
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OUR ENVIRONMENT WRITER ON HOW WE MAY HAVE ERADICATED A SPECIES OF WHITE RHINOS 

https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/leadership/are-we-too-late/64244.html

